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WHAT ISHICA? - '~

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is the specialized
agency for agriculture of the inter-American system. The Institute was founded on October
7, 1942 when the Council of Directors of the Pan American Union approved the creation of
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences.

IICA was founded as an institution for agricultural research and graduate training in tropical
agriculture. In response to changing needs in the hemisphere, the Institute gradually evolved
into an agency for technical cooperation and institutional strengthening in the field of agri-
culture. These changes were officially recognized through the ratification of a new Conven-
tion on December 8, 1980. The Institute’s purposes under the new Convention are to en-
courage, facilitate and support cooperation among the 31 Member States, so as to better
promote agricultural development and rural well-being.

With its broader and more flexible mandate and a new structure to facilitate direct participa-
tion by the Member States in activities of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture and the
Executive Committee, the Institute now has a geographic reach that allows it to respond to
needs for technical cooperation in all of its Member States.

The contributions provided by the Member States and the ties IICA maintains with its
twelve Permanent Observer Countries and numerous international organizations provide the
Institute with channels to direct its human and financial resources in support of agricultural
development throughout the Americas.

The 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan, the policy document that sets IICA’s priorities, stresses
the reactivation of the agricultural sector as the key to economic growth. In support of this
policy, the Institute is placing special emphasis on the support and promotion of actions to
modernize agricultural technology and strengthen the processes of regional and subregional
integration.

In order to attain these goals, the Institute is concentrating its actions on the following five
programs: Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning; Technology Generation and Transfer;
Organization and Management for Rural Development; Marketing and Agroindustry; and
Animal Health and Plant Protection.

These fields of action reflect the needs and priorities established by the Member States and
delimit the areas in which IICA concentrates its efforts and technical capacity. They are the
focus of IICA’s human and financial resource allocations and shape its relationship with
other international organizations.

The Member States of IICA are: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Sal-
vador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago,
the United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The Permanent Observer Countries of IICA are: Arab Republic of Egypt, Austria, Belgium,
Federal Republic of Germany, France, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, Republic
of Korea and Spain.
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PRESENTATION

The Inter-American Commission on Animal Health (COINSA) is the
most important mechanism through which animal health directors from
the Americas can analyze the current problems in that field at the
hemispheric and subregional levels. It serves as a forum to discuss
and evaluate possible solutions.

Since it was founded in 1983, COINSA has become the highest
level forum on animal health in the Americas, because of the
seriousness and professionalism with which its members have
deliberated on the issues before then.

This book presents the report of the Third Hemispheric Meeting
of COINSA and the papers discussed during the same.

The orientation proposed for the action to be taken is an
important guide not only for IICA but also for other international
and regional technical cooperation organizations active in the field
of animal health in the Americas.

Héctor Campos
Deputy Director Animal Health
IICA
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I1I MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON ANIMAL HEALTH

FINAL REPORT

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health was
held at the Plaza Hotel, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from June 28 to 30, 1989,
according to the convocation made by the Director General of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and accomplishing Resolution No. 15 of
the Second Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture.

DIRECTIVE BOARD

During the Preliminary Session, held at the beginning of the Meeting, the
Directive Board was elected as follows:

Chairman: Dr. Oscar Bruni (Argentina)
Deputy Chairman: Dr. Lynden Bryan (Jamaica)
Rapporteur: Dr. Pedro Bartzabal (Uruguay)

Dr. Héctor Campos, Deputy Director of Animal Health of IICA, acted as
Ex-0Officio Secretary.

During the Preliminary Session, a Committee for the Acknowledgement of
Professional Merits was appointed to select those professionals who would be
specially distinguished by the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health.
Said Committee was composed of the Representatives of Barbados, Chile, Colombia
and Honduras.

In accordance with their discussion, the members of this Committee decided
to award the following outstanding professionals with diplomas, in acknowledge-
ment of their remarkable work in favour of Animal Health in the American
countries: Dr. Pedro N. Acha (RIP), Dr. Rail Casas Olascoaga, Dr. John Mason,
Dr. Augusto Vallenas and Dr. Abraham Arce.

PARTICIPANTS

Representatives from the following Members States of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture participated in the Meeting:
Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, St. Vincent & the Grenadines,
St.Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela.

Observers from Belize and 1Israel as well as from the following regional
and international organizations: FAO, PAHO, OIE, EDI/World Bank, IDB, also
took part in the Meeting.
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The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the United

States Animal Health Association (USAHA), the World Veterinary Association, the
Pan American Association of Veterinary Sciences (PANVET), and the Inter-
American Confederation of Livestock and Agricultural Producers (CIAGA) were
also represented in this Meeting.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

AGENDA
The Meeting was held in accordance with the following Agenda:

Compliance with Recommendations of COINSA II and of the Sub-Regional
Meetings of COINSA held in 1987

Progress report in compliance with the goals of the Animal Health Plan for
the Americas by the Year 2000 (PLASA 2000)

Report of the Seminar on Animal Health Administration and Economics
Inter-American Network of Animal Health Laboratories (RILSA)

Information and monitoring of animal and plant health in Latin America and
the Caribbean

Report of the Hemispheric Swine Fever Surveillance System
Participation of the livestock sector in animal health programs

Exchange of information on sanitary legislation in the countries to
facilitate the international trade of animals and animal products

Strengthening of international agricultural quarantine services and animal
health emergency systems

Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products
Biotechnology and animal health

Reports of the Inter-American Group for Coordination in Animal Health
(GICSA)

Reorganization of the Pan American Association of Veterinary Sciences
(PANVET)

Other business




-3 -

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEETING

During the development of the Meeting, an inaugural session was held
addressed by the Secretary of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries of
Argentina, Dr. Ernesto Figueras; Dr. Oscar A. Bruni, General Administrator of
the National Animal Health Service of Argentina; Dr. Jacques Crosnier, Director
of Seminars of the Economic Development Institute of the World Bank; Dr. Louis
Blajan, Director General of the International Office of Epizootics and Dr.
Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture.

Four meetings of the Sub-Regional Committees of the Inter-American
Commission on Animal Health for the Central, Caribbean, Andean and Southern
Areas were held, the reports of which appear as annexes 1, 2, 3 and 4 to this
Final Report.



Resolution No. 1

TICA'S TECHNICAL COOPERATION ON ANIMAL EEALTH

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEING:

The document COINSA III/4, "Compliance with the Recommendations of COINSA
IT and of the Subregional Meetings of COINSA held in 1987; Report of the
Actions of IICA on Animal Health",

CONSIDERING:

1. The effort made by the countries of the American hemisphere to fulfill the
commitments of COINSA meetings held in 1985 and 1987,

2. The aid from IICA, other institutions of technical cooperation and the
different financing agencies to support the countries in the development
of the animal health programs,

RESOLVES :

1. To accept the report submitted by IICA on the activities developed by
the countries, the different agencies and IICA itself to fulfill the
recommendations of 1985 and 1987 COINSA meetings.

2. To request to the IICA General Directorate to keep within its priori-
ties the support to the animal health services and programs of the
Ministries of Agriculture of Latin America and the Caribbean coun-
tries.



Resolution No. 2

POLLOW UP OF THE ANIMAL EEALTH PLAN POR THE AMERICAS
BY THE YEAR 2000

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/S, "Progress report in complying with the goals of
the Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 20007,

CONSIDERING:

1. The efforts that the Latin American and Caribbean countries are performing
to improve the animal health services and their fight programs against the
main diseases and pests, which agrees with the Animal Health Plan for the
Americas by the Year 2000 (PLASA 2000),

2. That according to the PLASA 2000 its first partial evaluation should be
performed by the end of 1990,

RESOLVES:

1'

To encourage the Latin American and Caribbean countries to continue
applying the Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 2000
(PLASA 2000) as an orientation and guideline to develop their animal
health programs.

To request IICA that by the end of 1990 it performs the first evalua-
tion of PLASA 2000. 1In this case, it would be necessary the partici-
pation of a representative of each area: Central, Caribbean, Andean
and Southern areas; the results of such evaluation should be sub-
mitted in the sub-regional meetings of COINSA, to be held in 1991.



Resolution No. 3

ADMINISTRATION AND ECONOMICS IN ANIMAL HEALTH

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA 1III/6, "Report on the Seminar on Animal Health
Administration and Economics",

CONSIDERING:

That said report includes important recommendations for the improvement of
the managing and operative capacity of the officials in charge of the Latin
American and Caribbean Animal Health Programs and for a more efficient
performance of the veterinary services,

RESOLVES:

1.

20

To adopt the report of the Seminar on Animal Health Administration
and Economics and its recommendations.

To thank the National Animal Health Service of the Secretariat of
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries of the Argentine Republic, the
Economic Development 1Institute, the International Office of
Epizootics and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture the support given to make the performance of this Seminar
possible.



Resolution No. 4

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The documents: COINSA 1III/7, "Progress report on the implementation of
the Inter-American Network of Animal Health Laboratories (RILSA)", COINSA
IITI/8, "Report on the Evaluation of RILSA's Laboratories", COINSA III/9,
"Model of project of technological exchange to strengthen the Laboratories.
Strengthening of the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratories of REDSUR",

CONSIDERING:

1. That the Animal Health Laboratories are the axis of the Animal Health
Services, and thus, its optimum performance and operation is required for
better support of the animal health programs,

2. That the Interamerican Network of Animal Health Laboratories (RILSA),
which IICA has already organized, is a very important mechanism for the
technological exchange in that field,

RESOLVES:

1. To request IICA to continue its support for the strengthening of the
Animal Health Laboratory Services of the countries, promoting the
instrumentation of multinational projects with external resources in
order to improve the operation of those services.

2. To continue the instrumentation of the Interamerican Network of
Animal Health Laboratories as a way of exchange and link between the
laboratory services of the countries of the Americas.



Resolution No. 5

USE IN ANIMAL HEALTH OF THE ADVANCES IN BIOTECHNOLOGY

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/10, "Biotechnology and Animal Health",

CONSIDERING:

1.

The development and future prospectives of the recombinant DNA
technologies for animal health, both in the diagnostic and in disease
prevention fields,

2. That IICA, with the aid of different agencies, among them, PAHO, OIE, OAS,
IDB, has been working to develop guidelines on how to wuse and secure
products derived from recombinant DNA technology as well as to the safety
upon release into the environment,

RESOLVES:

To encourage the countries to take advantage of the developments in
biotechnology, in favour of their animal health programs; the guidelines,
which IICA has been developing with the aid of other agencies, should
serve as a basis for their production and use.



Resolution No. 6

MONTTORING AND INFORMATION ON ECONOMIC LOSSES DUE TO ANIMAL PESTS

AND DISEASES 1IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The documents: COINSA III/11, "Progress report of the Animal and Plant
Health Monitoring Network for Latin America (RIMSAL)", and COINSA III/12,
"Progress report of the Caribbean Animal and Plant Health Information
Network (CARAPHIN)",

CONSIDERING:

1. That the factor knowing the economic losses caused by the diseases and
pests of animals is important to plan the animal health programs properly
and to adopt priorities as to the allotment of resources to combat them,

2. That RIMSAL and CARAPHIN Networks, which ITICA is developing, are important
mechanisms to accomplish the above-stated aim,

RESOLVES:

1.

To encourage the countries to establish national units with special-
ized personnel, in charge of the collection, analysis, processing and
spreading of information on the economic losses caused by animal
diseases and pests.

To request IICA to continue developing RIMSAL and CARAPHIN in Latin
America and the Caribbean countries, respectively, trying to unify
the methodologies and procedures of those two mechanisms: monitoring
and information, for their future integration to a hemispheric
network.

To request IICA to assist in the design of projects and the identifi-
cation of resources to support the countries to develop their
monitoring and information units.
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Resolution No. 7

CONTROL AND ERADICATION OF HOG CHOLERA IN LATIN AMERICA

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA 1III/13, "Report of the Hemispheric Swine Fever
Surveillance System",

CONSIDERING:

1. That Hog Cholera continues to be a serious sanitary problem for most of
the Latin American countries,

2. That the developments in the availability of resources and methods of
control of said disease make it possible to carry out eradication
programs,

3. That the Hemispheric Swine FPever Surveillance System has been of
outstanding importance in monitoring the hog cholera incidence 1in the
American countries,

RESOLVES:

1. To encourage the countries to organize effective programs to control
hog cholera, leading to eradication.

2. To request 1IICA and other institutions of technical and financial
cooperation, to support the development of programs to fight against
that disease in those countries where hog cholera is present.

3. To request IICA and PANAFTOSA/PAHO to continue developing the
Hemispheric Swine Fever Surveillance System.
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Resolution No. 8

INTER-AMERICAN COMPENDIUM OF REGISTERED VETERINARY PRODUCTS

The Third Meeting of the Inter~American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/14, "The Inter-American Compendium of Registered
Veterinary Products, Progress Report 1989",

CONSIDERING:

1. That the Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products
developed by IICA with the support of the Virginia Politechnic Institute,
the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA) of the United States and the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is an important way to
exchange information on the veterinary products which are in use in the
countries of the Americas,

2. That it is in the interest of every Latin American and Caribbean country
to establish or strengthen its services to and control veterinary
products,

RESOLVES:

1. To request IICA that, with the aid of other interested agencies, it
continues developing the Inter-American Compendium of Registered
Veterinary Products, updating and enlarging the information available
.and organizing its third stage, which is comprised of information o¢n
registered biologic products.

2. To encourage the Latin American and Caribbean countries to develop or
improve their services to and control veterinary products, requiring,
when necessary, the aid of IICA and other institutions' animal health
technical cooperation.
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Resolution No. 9

PARTICIPATION OF THE LIVESTOCK SECTOR IN ANIMAL HEALTH PROGRAMS

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/15, "Organization of the United States Animal
Health Association (USAHA) in support of the animal health programs",

CONSIDERING:

1. That the participation of the 1livestock sectors in the planning,
discussion and execution of national animal health programs is of major
importance for their optimum development,

2. That the creation in the Latin American and the Caribbean countries of
groups similar to the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) but
specifically tailored to each country's needs would provide important
forums to analize and promote the animal health programs,

RESOLVES:

1. To encourage the countries to create national and regional associa-
tions, unions, commissions or committees with the participation of
producers, manufacturers and authorities from the livestock sector
which can discuss the animal health problems and their solutions.

2. To request IICA to promote and support the creation of these groups
in the animal health field.
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Resolution No. 10
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ON SANITARY LECISLATION 1IN

THE COUNTRIES TO FACILITATE THE INTERNATIONAL
TRADE OF ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/16 "Exchange of information on Sanitary Legisla-

tion in the countries to facilitate the international trade of animals and
animal products",

CONSIDERING:

1.

That sanitary legislation by the countries concerning the international
trade of animals and animal products is of major importance,

2. That an analysis and understanding of the sanitary legislation of each
country will facilitate their harmonization,

3. That the International Office of Epizootics (OIE) maintains the Interna-
tional Zoosanitary Code, which serves to aid the promulgation of national
sanitary legislation for the exchange of livestock and livestock products,

4, That IICA has commenced a study of the sanitary legislation affecting the
international livestock trade,

RESOLVES:

That IICA continue the study of the legislation regulating international
trade of animals and animal products and suggest a mechanism to facilitate
the permanent exchange of regulatory information and promote the harmoni-
zation of laws and regulations based on the International Zoosanitary Code
and other available documents.
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Resolution No. 11

STRENGTHENING OF THE EMERGENCY AND INTERNATIONAL
QUARANTINE SYSTEMS IN ANIMAL HEALTH

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA II1I/17, "Organization of a national animal health
emergency and quarantine system",

CONSIDERING:

1. That larger international trade of livestock products among the countries
increases the risk of introduction of exotic diseases and pests,

2. That in order to prevent the introduction and establishment of such
diseases in any country, it is necessary to strengthen the national animal
health emergency and quarantine systems,

3. That IICA has created the Animal Health and Plant Protection Emergency
Fund,

RESOLVES:

1. To encourage the Latin American and Caribbean countries to strengthen
their animal health emergency and quarantine services, by appointing
trained veterinarians in charge of said services.

2. To request IICA and other regional organizations of technical
cooperation in animal health support the strengthening of animal
health quarantine and emergency services with appropriate projects.

3. To request IICA to maintain and, if possible, increase the Animal
Health and Plant Protection Emergency Fund.
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Resolution No. 12

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/18, "Report of the Central Area Committee of
COINSA",

CONSIDERING:

That the above-stated report includes recommendations on specific actions
to improve the animal health situation of the countries of the Central Area,

RESOLVES :

To adopt the report and recommendations of the Committee for the Central
Area.
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Resolution No. 13

ANIMAL HEALTH ACTIONS 1IN THE CARTESEAN AREA
The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The docunént COINSA 1III/19, "Report of the Caribbean Area Committee of
COINSA",

CONSIDERING:

That the above-mentioned report includes recommendations of specific
actions to improve the animal health situation of the countries of the
Caribbean Area,

RESOLVES:

To adopt the report and recommendations of the Caribbean Committee.
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Resolution No. 14

ANIMAL HEALTH ACTIONS IN THE ANDEAN AREA

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA 1III/20, "Report of the Andean Area Committee of
COINSA",
CONSIDERING:

That said report includes recommendations of specific actions to improve
the animal health situation of the countries of the Andean Area,
RESOLVES:

To adopt the report and recommendations of the Andean Committee.
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Resolution No. 15

ANIMAL HEALTH ACTIONS IN THE SOUTHERN AREA

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III/21, "Report of the Southern Area Committee of
COINSA",
CONSIDERING:

That said report includes recommendations of specific actions to improve
the animal health situation of the countries of the Southern Area,
RESOLVES:

To adopt the report and recommendations of the Southern Committee.
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Resolution No. 16

INTER-AMERICAN GROUP FOR COORDINATION IN ANIMAL HEALTH

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The documents: COINSA 1III/22, "Report of the V Meeting of the Inter-
American Group for Coordination in Animal Health"; and COINSA I1II/23, "Report

of the VI Meeting of the Inter-American Group for Coordination in Animal Health
(GICSA)",

CONSIDERING:

1. The efforts made by the international, regional and subregional institu-
tions of technical cooperation in animal health in the Americas to
rationalize the use of their resources, to avoid over-lapping of subjects
and, if possible, to perform joint activities,

2. That despite the above-mentioned, there are still areas of action, such as
animal health information, emergency and quarantine, in which joint action
and coordination may be necessary,

RESOLVES:

1. To acknowledge the actions of the institutions comprising the
Interamerican Group for Coordination on Animal Health (GICSA),
towards the optimum advantage of their resources in favour of the
countries of the region.

2. To request GICSA to continue researching the means to improve the
inter-managing cooperation, mainly in the information, international
quarantine and emergency areas.



Resolution No. 17

PAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY SCIENCES

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

HAVING SEEN:

The document COINSA III1/24, "“Reorganization of the Pan-American Associa-

tion of Veterinary Sciences (PANVET)",

CONSIDERING:

1‘

The efforts initiated by the Board of Directors of the Pan-American
Association of Veterinary Sciences (PANVET) to consolidate this
association and unify the veterinary profession in America,

2. That it is of major convenience for all the associations and Colleges of
the American countries to be recorded as members of PANVET and to take
active part in its strengthening,

3. That the Second Ordinary Meeting of PANVET will take place during the XII
Pan American Congress of Veterinary Sciences, in La Habana, Cuba, June 31
to August 4, 1990, to discuss the future prospects of the Association,

RESOLVES:

That the COINSA delegates report to their Veterinary Associations about
the PANVET reorganization, encouraging them to become active members and
attend the XII Pan American Congress of Veterinary Sciences.
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VOTE OF THANKS TO THE COVEREMENT OF ARCENTINA AND IICA

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

CONSIDERING:

1. The generous support of the Government of the Argentine Republic in
carrying out the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal
Health, and the cordial hospitality offered to the delegations of the
countries and the participating organizations; and

2. The substantial contribution made by the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture for holding this meeting,

RESOLVES:

1. To express its thanks to the Government of Argentina for its
excellent support in making the Third Meeting of the Inter-American
Commission on Animal Health possible and for its hospitality in
hosting this -event.

2. To express its thanks to the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture for its valuable cooperation in organizing and
carrying out the meeting.
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VOTE OF RECOGNITION IN MEMORY OF DR. PEDRO N. ACHA

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

CONSIDERING:

1. That the establishment of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health
was due, in great part, to the efforts of Dr. Pedro N. Acha, whose vision
enabled him to foresee the usefulness and benefits of this type of
organization for consultation and the exchange of ideas in order to find
solutions to the animal health problems that afflict the countries of the
Americas,

2. That throughout his successful professional life, until his untimely death
on August 27, 1988, Dr. Acha worked tirelessly to improve public
veterinary health and animal health in the countries of the American
hemisphere, combining his great human qualities with his dedication, sense
of responsibility and vitality,

RESOLVES:

1. To grant a vote of gratitude in memory of Dr. Pedro N. Acha as
testimony to his professional merits and his valuable contribution to
veterinary sciences in the countries of the Americas.

2. To request the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on

Agriculture (IICA) to express the sympathy of the members of COINSA
to the members of Dr. Acha's family for the irrepairable loss of this
illustrious professional.
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ACKNOWLEDGENENT YO DR. HARRY C. MUSSMAN

The Third Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health,

CONSIDERING:

1. The outstanding performance of Dr. Harry C. Mussman during his
professional career devoted to animal health and especially during the
last three years when he was responsible for IICA Animal Health and Plant
Protection Program,

2. That Dr. Mussman is leaving the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture in July, 1989,

RECOMMENDS :
To extend an acknowledgment to Dr. Harry C. Mussman for his valuable

support to the Animal Health Services of the American countries and to
wish him the greatest success in his future activities.
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REPORT OF THE COINSA MEETING FOR THE CENTRAL AREA

The Meeting of the Sub-Regional Committee for the Central Area of the

Inter-American Commission on Animal Health was held at the Plaza Hotel, Buenos
Aires, Argentina, on June 28, 1989.

The Directive Board was composed as follows:

Chairman: Luis A. Barba (El1 Salvador)
Rapporteur: Jorge Gonzdlez (Mexico)

Dr. Jorge Torres Barranca from IICA acted as Ex-Officio Secretary.

Participants

Representatives from: Costa Rica, El1 Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,

Mexico and Nicaragua participated in the Meeting.

Agenda
The meeting was held according to the following Agenda:

Election of the Chairman and of the Rapporteur

Discussion on the Project on Evaluation of the Economic Losses Caused by
Animal Pests and Diseases

Production and exchange of biologicals for prevention and diagnosis in the
Central Area

Experiences regarding the settlement of agreements directed to strengthen
Animal Health laboratories

Current situation and prospectives of controlling Hog Cholera in Central
America and Mexico

Situation of Venezuelan equine encephalitis in Central America and Mexico

Other business

Recommendations

The following recommendations were adopted by the Committee:
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Recommendation No. 1

CONSIDERING:

1. That the economic impact caused by animal pests and diseases in 1livestock
production is hardly kanown,

2. That, in order to know animal health situation within the region, it is
necessary to have a Laboratory Network as well as National Units which
will make possible to capture, to process and to analyze the economic
losses caused by animal pests and diseases,

3. That there is lack of a system for disseminating information related to
zoosanitary situation within the region,

4. That, in order to know the cost/benefit relation of the official

zoosanitary campaignes, it is necessary to have a system for the evalua-
tion of the economic losses caused by animal pests and diseases,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. To urge the national authorities to analyze and, if it is the case,
to approve the project "Economic Losses Caused by Animal Pests and
Diseases".

2. To ask IICA to devote itself to seeking external financing for the
settlement and execution of the project.

3. To ask IICA to support the establishment of priority zoosanitary
campaignes for the Central Area, according to the information
obtained through the System for the Evaluation of the Economic Losses
Caused by Animal Pests and Diseases.
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Recommendation No., 2

CONSIDERING:

1.

That the countries of the Central Area have the infrastructure and
equipment to produce biologicals for the diagnosis and prevention of
animal diseases,

That the staff currently working in diagnosis, research, production and
testing of biologicals needs to be specifically updated in these areas,

That some countries of the Central Area have a limited capacity to produce
biologicals,

That in some countries of this Area, the official animal health campaigns
are limited by the lack of biologicals and by the shortage of financial
resources to purchase them in other countries,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1.

To request IICA support to begin studies directed to learn the real
needs for biologicals in order to orient properly their production.

To identify those units that can be used as reference laboratories in
the production of biologicals for other countries.

To unify technical criteria for the production and quality control of
biologicals according to international standards.

To promote agreements among the countries of the region directed to
the exchange of biologicals.

To determine the needs and places for staff training in biological
production.

To request ITIICA support to identify the mechanisms to provide
laboratories with the necessary resources for producing biologicals.

To require IICA and other technical and financial cooperation
agencies, to support the training of professionals and technicians in
production of biologicals.
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Recommendation No. 3

CONSIDERING:

1. That the sources that have financed traditionally the Projects for the
Strengthening of Animal Health Laboratories have disminished,

2. That according to the experiences of the Agreement for the Strengthening
of Animal Health Laboratories between IICA and SARH (Mexico),

IT IS RECOMMENDED:
To urge the National Authorities of the Central Area countries to analyze

and, if it is the case, to approve the settlement of Cooperation
Agreements for the Strengthening of their Animal Health activities.
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Recommendation No. &

CONSIDERING:

1. That El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Nicaragua are carrying
out isolated actions for controlling Hog Cholera,

2. That Costa Rica, Panama and the Dominican Republic are countries free from
this disease,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. To require IICA support to hold periodic regional meetings in order
to analyze the situation and the progress of sanitary campaigns in
these countries.

2. To require the support of Technical Cooperation Agencies to draw up
and to instrument a regional project for the control and eradication
of Hog Cholera.
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Recommendation No. 5

CONSIDERING:

1. That Venezuelan equine encephalitis is still a problem for the countries
of the Central Area,

2. That these countries have problems to diagnose this disease and to acquire
the biologicals necessary for controlling it,

IT 1S RECOMMENDED:

1.

To require the support both of the IICA and of other technical
cooperation agencies in order to strengthen the diagnostic
methodologies of Venezuelan equine encephalitis in the Central
Laboratories of this Region.

To require I1IICA to support these countries in searching due
mechanisms for acquiring the biologicals which are necessary for
controlling this disease.
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REPORT OF THE COINSA COMMITTEE FOR THE
CARIBBEAN, CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES

The meeting of the regional sub-committee of COINSA for the Caribbean,
Canada and the United States was held on June 28, 1989, at the Hotel Plaza, in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The Executive Board of the Committee was:

Chairman: Dr. Trevor King (Barbados)
Rapporteur: Dr. Keith Scotland (St. Lucia)

Dr. Barry Stemshorn of IICA acted as Ex-Officio Secretary.

Participants

The following countries were represented at the meeting: Barbados,
Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, St. Lucia, Jamaica, St. Vincent & the
Grenadines, Trinidad & Tobago and the United States of America. Also in
attendance were observers from Belize, the United States Agency for

International Development, the United States Animal Health Association and
1ICA.

Agenda
The meeting addressed the following topics:

1. Implementation of the Caribbean Animal and Plant Health Information
Network (CARAPHIN)

2. Proposals for training activities to strengthen laboratory services,
disease surveillance at slaughterhouses, and quarantine services

3. Control of Amblyomma variegatum and associated diseases in the Caribbean

4, Bluetongue and CAE studies in the Caribbean
5. Export/Import issues

6. Participation of the Caribbean in activities of the OIE

Recommendations

The Committee adopted the following recommendations:
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Recommendation No. 1

CONSIDERING:

1. That a crucial factor to facilitate the development of animal health
programs is that of the availability of timely and accurate information
for planning and decision making, and

2. That a major drawback to livestock development in the Caribbean has been
the chronic lack of accurate information on animal diseases and the timely
transfer of the available information,

RESOLVES:

To thank the Canadian International Development Agency, IICA and their
collaborators for their support in the development of the Caribbean Animal
and Plant Health Information Network (CARAPHIN), and recommends that this
support be continued.
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Recommendation No. 2

RECOGNIZING:

1.

The fact that disease surveillance systems must rely on information from
field and other areas where animal diseases are detected,

2. That the quality of this information is important to the effective
functioning of CARAPHIN, and

3. That some strengthening of the existing meat inspection, laboratory
testing and quarantine procedures is deemed necessary in the Caribbean at
this time,

RESOLVES:

That TICA seek funds from donor agencies to support training in
slaughterhouse inspection and 1laboratory testing, and to strengthen
quarantine activities in order to enhance the effectiveness of animal
disease surveillance and the protection of public health in the Caribbean.
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Recommendation No. 3

CONSIDERING:

1.

Previous COINSA recommendations with respect to the eradication of
Amblyomma variegatum which currently poses a significant threat to

livestock development in the Caribbean,

2. The continuing threat posed by this tick and the diseases that it
transmits, to livestock production in the Americas,

3. That IICA and other agencies have put much effort into securing funding
and technical assistance for the eradication of this tick, and

4, That certain funding and regulatory obstacles are now impeding the
implementation of an eradication program,

RESOLVES:

That 1IICA, FAO, USAID and other agencies, urgently seek means of
overcoming the regulatory obstacles that are now impeding the development
or implementation of an effective regional program to eradicate Amblyomma

variegatum and its associated diseases (heartwater and dermatophilosis)

from IICA member countries in the Caribbean.
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Recommendation No. &

IN RECOGNITION:

1. That Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis (CAE) infection appears to be an
emerging problem in the Caribbean, and concerned about the impact that
this may have as an obstacle to intra-regional trade in goats, and

2. That efforts are being made by individual governments in many member
states towards encouraging goat breeding and rearing projects,

RESOLVES:
That IICA support the development of regional testing capability for CAE

by facilitating the procurement of antigen and other materials required
for laboratory testing.
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Recommendation No. 5

RECOGNIZING:

1. The valuable role played by the OIE in the collection and dissemination of
technical and epizootiological information,

2. And further the other benefits that participation in OIE activities can
provide, and

3. Bearing in mind that many Caribbean states are not members of the OIE,

RESOLVES:

That IICA assist the CARICOM member states nominee, who would be one of
the national Directors of Animal Health, to participate as observer in OIE
meetings, with a view to facilitating the fullest participation of these
countries in the programs of the OIE.
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Recommendation No. 6

BLUETONGUE STUDIES

RECOGNIZING:

The valuable contribution that IICA, OIRSA, USDA/OICD, Universities of
Wisconsin and Florida have made in the study of prevalence and isolation of
Bluetongue virus in a number of countries in the Caribbean and Central America,

COGNISANT:
Of the potential effect that this would may have on the movement of
animals and germplasm in the hemisphere,
RESOLVES:
To recommend that IICA and the other organizations involved comtinue their
support of these bluetongue studies and where possible, expand the

programme to involve other interested countries, with a view of
harmonizing international trade.




- 37 -

REPORT OF THE COINSA COMMITTEE FOR THE ANDEAN AREA

The meeting of the COINSA Sub-Regional Committee for the Andean Area was
held at the Plaza Hotel, Buenos Aires, Argentina, on June 28, 1989.

The Directive Board was composed as follows:

Chairman: Dr. Jaime Cdrdenas (Colombia)
Rapporteur: Dr. Marco Arbuld (Peru)

Dr. Enrique E. Rieger from IICA acted as Ex-Officio Secretary.

Participants

Representatives from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and

participated in the Meeting.

Agenda
The meeting was held according to the following agenda:

Discussion on the Project Profile: Dr. Enrique Rieger
*Andean Program for Cooperation,

Training and Technological Exchange

IICA-JUNAC, for the Laboratories of

Animal Health and Epidemiological

Surveillance PACCIT"

Discussion on the Project: "Develop- Dr. Jaime Cdrdenas
ment of the Integral Centers of Animal

Health and Production -CISPAS- within

the framework of the National Network

of Livestock Laboratories with focus

to the Andean Area"

Discussion on the Project Profile: Dr. Enrique Rieger
"Strengthening of the International

Emergency and Animal and Plant

Quarantine Systems in the Andean

Area"
Discussion on the Project Dr. Guido Cuadros
"Strengthening of Veterinary Dr. Enrique Rieger

Laboratories for Production and
Control of FMD Oil-Based Vaccine,
Ecuador 1990-1998"

Venezuela
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Reactivation of the Laboratory Dr. Marco Herrera
Network from the Ministry of Dr. Dante Castagnino
Agriculture of Venezuela

Other business

Recommendations

The following recommendations were adopted by the Committee:
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Recommendation No. 1

Andean Program for Cooperation, Training and Technological
Exchange IICA-JUNAC

CONSIDERING:

1.

That the services rendered by the laboratories which are part of the
National Networks of Veterinary Laboratories in every country of the
Andean Area are basic and necessary to carry out and evaluate the
different campaigns or sub-programs for the prevention, control and/or
eradication of the main diseases,

That despite the efforts of the five Andean Countries, there is still
constant weakening and, in some cases, stagnation of the structures and
services rendered by the Veterinary Laboratories, which causes a negative
effect on the campaigns or sub-programs for disease control,

That specialized high quality reference centers have been identified in
the Andean Area, such as LIMV, LIVET VECOL and LANIP in Colombia and IIV
from CENIAP in Venezuela, and that it is necessary to optimize the
existing laboratory resources,

That IICA and the Board of the Cartagena Agreement adopted the suggestions
and recommendations made to the "Andean Program for Cooperation, Training
and Technological Exchange" which were given in each of the workshops,
where the document was discussed, '

That in 1its last meeting held in Caracas during 1last April, the
Agriculture and Livestock Bureau from the Board of the Cartagena Agreement
approved, as a decision, the profile that had been drawn up.

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. To accept the proposal of the profile: "Andean Program for
Cooperation, Training and Technological Exchange IICA/JUNTA, for the
Laboratories of Animal Health and Epidemiological Surveillance" as a
sub-regional joint activity for strengthening the National Networks
and the Andean Sub-Regional Network.

2. That the countries of the Area, through their institutions, organize
and be responsible for the Program with the support and assistance of
IICA/JUNTA and with the aid of other international organizations.

3. To request IICA/JUNTA their support to draw up and settle the project
as soon as possible, so that, as a sub-regional initiative, once duly
approved by the five countries of the Andean Area, it may be
submitted to financing agencies.
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Recommendation No. 2

Support to the Project for Strengthening the Veterinary
Laboratories in Ecuador

CONSIDERING:

1.

That on February 4, 1971, it was enacted in Ecuador the law, which enables
veterinary laboratories to function as a technical and administrative
unit, under the National Institute for Tropical Hygiene and Medicine
(INHMT), ascribed to the Ministry of Public Health, depending on the
Undersecretariat of Public Health-Zone II; that its headquarters are in
Guayaquil and that it has no link to the National Animal Health Program
(PNSA), of the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock,

That such condition diminishes the animal health policies, activities and
actions, which are different in their context and priority, as compared to
Public Health; thus showing a weakened institutional consistency,

That in the rest of the countries of the Andean Area, except for Ecuador
and Peru, there is a close relation between the services rendered by the
veterinary laboratories and the Ministries of Agriculture and Livestock,
concerning their organization and operation,

That Ecuador has drawn-up a "Project for Strengthening the Veterinary
Laboratories for the Production and Control of FMD 0il-Based Vaccine",
where the institutional constraints already explained are closely
analized, giving the alternative to move the Veterinary Laboratories
currently under the Ministry of Public Health to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock as an ascribed institution,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. That the Government of Ecuador continue the initiatives presented and
that the document be considered as a guideline to be adopted by other
Governments of the Andean Area that have similar problems.

2. To support the initiative for strengthening the National Network of
Veterinary Laboratories of Ecuador and the National Animal Health
Program.

3. That the Ministry of Health consider the institutional alternative of
passing the responsibilities of the Veterinary Laboratories of INHMT
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock.
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Recommendation No. 3

Strengthening the International Emergency and
Animal and Plant Quarantine Systems

CONSIDERING:

That it is necessary and of prior importance to settle and officialize the
emergency systems on Animal Health, as well as to strengthen the quarantine
services in each one of the countries of the Andean Area,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

To accept and support the proposed "Project for strengthening the
International Emergency and Animal and Plant Quarantine Systems", drawn up
and submitted by IICA/JUNTA at the sub-regional Andean level.



- 42 -

REPORT OF THE COINSA COMMITTEE FOR THE SOUTHERN AREA

The meeting of the COINSA Sub-Regional Committee for the Southern Area

took place at the Plaza Hotel, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on June 28, 1989.

The Directive Board was composed as follows:

Chairman: Dr. Sergio Garay (Paraguay)
Rapporteur: Dr. Eugenio Perdomo (Uruguay)

Dr. Raymond Dugas from IICA acted as Ex-Officio Secretary.

Participants

Representatives from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay

participated in this meeting. Observers from the Pan-American Center of
Zoonosis (CEPANZO), from the Pan-American Sanitary Office, from the Regional
Office of the World Health Organization, from the Inter-American Development
Bank and from Israel also attended the meeting.

Agenda
The meeting was held according to the following agenda:

Election of the Chairman and the Rapporteur

Discussion on the Project for the Economic Evaluation of Animal Pests and
Diseases

Discussion on the Project for the Strengthening of the International
Emergency and Animal and Plant Quarantine Systems for the Southern Area

Report about the progress in the organization of the National Networks of
Animal Health Laboratories in Argentina and Uruguay

Proposals for putting in motion animal health laboratories as Reference
Centers

Progress reports of the Projects for strengthening the official animal
health services in Southern Area countries with external financing

Recommendations

The following recommendations were adopted by the Committee:
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Recommendation No. 1

Economic Evaluation of Animal Diseases and Pests
in the Southern Area

CONSIDERING:

1.

That the knowledge of the economic impact of animal diseases and pests in
livestook production, productivity and trading, is essential to set wup
priorities for their prevention, control and/or eradication,

That existing information mechanisms on presence of diseases do not
include their economic evaluation, development of sanitary programs,

That the main source of information on disease and pest occurrence is
provided by animal health laboratories,

That, despite the important 1laboratory infrastructure existing in the
Southern Area countries, it is necessary to strengthen the technical
capacity of the units in every country, and to establish a mechanism
for the technical exchange among those units,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1. That TIICA brings to feasibility study level the project "Economic
Evaluation of Animal Diseases and Pests in the Southern Area".

2. To present said project to international financing institutions, to
ensure its short-term execution, having technical assistance from
IICA.
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Recommendation No. 2

Strengthening of emergency and animal and plant
quarantines systems in the Southern Area

CONSIDERING:

1. That due to the growingly dinamic international agricultural and livestock
trade, the risk of introduction of exotic diseases and pests on animals
and plants has been increased,

2, That the countries need to maintain an adequate and reliable sanitary
level to access to the international markets of agricultural products,

3. That official animal protection services need to strengthen their Programs
for prevention, diagnosis and combat of exotic diseases and pests, that
enable them to maintain their sanitary status,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1.

That IICA bring wup to feasability study level the project
"Strengthening of Emergency and Animal and Plant Quarantines in the
Southern Area".

To present said project to international financial institutions, to
ensure its short-term execution, having technical assistance from
IICA.
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Recommendation No. 3

Organization of the National Networks of Animal
Health Laboratories

CONSIDERING:

1.

The importance that official and private research and teaching Animal
Health Laboratories use diagnostic methods with the same technical
procedures and with the same interpretation criteria, and be provided
with reactives duly controlled by national and/or international
reference laboratories,

The importance of 1laboratories 1in providing information for
epidemiological surveillance systems of the Animal Health Services,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

That IICA continue supporting these countries in the establishment of
mechanisms for the wunification of diagnostic techniques, capture and
diffusion of information from the laboratories of the Southern Area
countries.
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Recommendation No. 4

Putting in motion of the Animal Health Laboratories
as Centers for Production and Control of Biologicals

CONSIDERING:

1. That it is difficult for the 1laboratories to be supplied with veterinary
biologicals, mainly reactives for disease diagnosis,

2. That it is important that the Animal Health Laboratories use reactives of
a same origin to unify interpretation criteria,

IT IS RECOMMENDED:

1.

2.

To begin studies tending to know the actual needs of the countries
concerning biologicals in order to focus their production properly.

To assess the present capacity of the 1laboratories of the Southern
Area, concerning production and control of veterinary products for
diagnosis and prevention of diseases, based on the Catalog of Animal
Health Laboratories for the Southern Area - LABSUR.

To identify the units which may serve as reference laboratories to
supply other countries with biologicals.

To carry out feasibility studies to put in motion those laboratories
identified as reference centers in productive and control of
biologicals as well as to determine administrative mechanisms for
supplying them for other countries.
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Dr. Oscar A. Bruni
Administrador General
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Animal
Secretaria de Agricultura,
Ganaderia y Pesca
Paseo Colén 922 P.B. Of.40 Tel. 362-6553
1063 - Buenos Aires, Argentina 362-0485

Dr. Alberto Pecker
Director Nacional de Luchas Sanitarias

SENASA
Paseo Colén 922, ler. Piso 0f.106
Buenos Aires, Argentina Tel. 802-3905

Dr. Julio Eduardo Malis
Director Nacional de Diagnésticos,
Control y Métodos

SENASA

Paseo Colén 922

Buenos Aires, Argentina Tel. 792-4011/16
BARBADOS

Dr. Trevor H. King
Senior Veterinary Officer
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries

The Pine Tel. (809) 427-5073
Barbados, W.I. 427-5492
BOLIVIA

Dr. Juan Alberto Vazquez Escalante
Director Departamento del MACA
en Santa Cruz
Ministerio de Asuntos Campesinos
y Agropecuarios
Tarija 245
Santa Cruz, Bolivia Tel. 33096
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BRASTL/BRAZIL

Dr. Silvino Carlos Horn

Secretario de Defensa Sanitaria Animal
Ministerio de Agricultura

SQN 106-D-AP. 402

Brasilia D.F., Brasil

Dra. Tania Maria de Paula Lyra

Directora da Divisao de Profilaxia e
Combate a Doencas DICOMD

Ministerio de Agricultura

SQN 304 BL D 311

Brasilia D.F., Brasil

Dra. Claudia da Rocha Woelz
Directora Técnica

Sindicato Nacional dos Pecuaristas
Degado de Corte

R.ENG. Sa Rocha No. 767

Sao Paulo, Brasil

Dr. Ari Eduardo Stroher
Director de DEFIS-SEAB-Parand
R.Boanerges M.Caldas, 03
Curitiba, Brasil

CANADA

Dr. N. G. Willis

Chief Veterinary Officer
Health of Animals Directorate
Agriculture Canada

R.R. No. 2 Carletown Place
Ontario, Canada

Dr. Roger C.K. Stevens

Chief, Program Planning, Audit
and Evaluation

Health of Animals Directorate

Agriculture Canada

R.R. No. 2 Carletown Place

Ontario, Canada

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

061/273-10-14

226-12-59

832-63-63

041-252-8693

(613) 2577896

(613) 8262269
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COLOMBIA

Dr. Jaime Alfonso Cidrdenas Zorro

Jefe de la Seccién de Campaiias
Sanitarias

Divisién de Sanidad Animal

Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario

Calle 37 No. 8-43, Of. 404

Bogotd, Colombia

COSTA RICA

Dr. Oscar Johanning Mora

Sub-Director de Salud y Produccién
Pecuaria

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia

Apartado 10094-1000

San José, Costa Rica

Dr. Jorge Benavides Muiioz

Director Divisién Proteccién Pecuaria
Servicio Agricola Ganadero

Av. Bulnes No. 140

Santiago, Chile

Dr. Eduardo Correa

Jefe Departamento Programacidén
y Estudios

Servicio Agricola Ganadero

Uno Norte 2020 (Macul)

Santiago, Chile

Dr. Federico Pérez de Arce
Jefe Unidad Programacién
Divisién Proteccién Pecuaria
Servicio Agricola Ganadero
Av. Bulnes 140

Santiago, Chile

DOMINICA

Dr. Errol Harris

Deputy Chief Agricultural
Technical Officer

Ministry of Agriculture

Botanical Gardens

Roseau, Dominica

Tel. 287-74-17

Tel. 38-23-71
Fax 37-7697
Tlx. 3558 MINAG

Tel. 69-67311

Tel. 23-81449

Tel. 71-6184

Tel. 84-0011
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Dr. Guido Cuadros Zambrano
Director Ejecutivo

Programa Nacional de Sanidad Animal
Quito, Ecuador

EL SALVADOR

Dr. Luis Antonio Barba Camacho

Jefe de Planificacién C.D.G.
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
San Salvador, El Salvador

ESTADOS UNIDOS/UNITED STATES

Dr. Alex Thiermann
Deputy Administrator
Intl. Serv./[APHIS

United States Department of Agriculture

Washington, D.C., Estados Unidos

Dr. Bowen Louison

Veterinary Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry

Archibald Avenue

St.George's, Grenada W.I.

GUATEMALA

Dra. Hilda Baldizén de Lorenzana

Directora General de Servicios Pecuarios

(DIGESEPE)

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia y
Alimentacién

Guatemala, Guatemala

Dr. Lennox Applewhaite

Assistant Chief Crops & Livestock
Officer (Animal Services)

Ministry of Agriculture

P.0. Box 1001

Georgetown, Guyana

Tel. 54-33-19

Tel. 770037
223238

Tel. (202) 447-7593

Tel. 440-3078
440-3195

Tel. 34-79-87

Tel. 02-68714
02-56281
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HAITI

Dr. Jolivert Toussaint
Directeur Service de Santé Animale
Departement de 1l'Agriculture, des Ressources
Naturelles, du Developpement Rural
et de 1'Environnment
Damien
Port-au-Prince, Haiti Tel. 28642-28637

Dr. Rolando Alvarenga
Jefe Departamento Salud Animal
Secretaria de Estado de
Recursos Naturales
Av. Gutember No. 1748
Tegucigalpa, Honduras Tel. 312649/327747

JAMAICA

Dr. Lynden Bryan

Director of Veterinary Services

Ministry of Agriculture

II Daniela Drive Unity Hall

Montego Bay, Jamaica Tel. 952-2546

MEXICO

Dr. Marco Antonio Méndez Ochoa
Subdirector de Campafias Zoosanitarias
Direccién de Salud Animal
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidraulicos
Recreo 14, 3er. Piso
C.P.03230
Col.Actipan, Del. Benito Judrez
México D.F., México Tel. 534-74-13

Dr. Jorge Gonzdlez Garcia
Subdirector de Control Zoosanitario
Direccién de Salud Animal
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidrdulicos
Recreo No. 14
Col. Actipan
C.P. 03230 Tel. 524-82-03
México D.F., México 534-89-61
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NICARAGUA

Dr. Salvador Pichardo O.
Director del Programa de Salud Animal
Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario
y Reforma Agraria
Kilémetro 3 1/2 Carretera Masaya
Managua, Nicaragua Tel. 255-24

PARAGUAY

Dr. Sergio Garay Roman
Director del Departamento de
Salud Animal
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Boquerdn c/Ingavi
Mariano R. Alonso
Asuncién, Paraguay Tel. 0292-220

Dr. Miguel Angel Cano Melgarejo
Presidente del Consejo Directivo

del SENACSA
Representante de la Asociacién Rural

del Paraguay
Kilémetro 10 1/2 Ruta No. 1
San Lorenzo Tel. 501-374
Asuncién, Paraguay 505-727
PERU

Dr. Marco Arbuld Heysen

Director de Sanidad Pecuaria

Direccidén General de Ganaderia

Ministerio de Agricultura

Paul Linder 264 S.Borja

Lima, Peru Tel. 750-400

SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS/ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Dr. N.C. Raninga
Chief Veterinary Officer
Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Agriculture
P.0.Box 842
Kingston, St. Vincent & the Grenadines Tel. 61-550
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SANTA LUCIA/SAINT LUCIA

Dr. Keith Scotland

Chief Veterinary Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands,
Fisheries and Cooperatives

Bridge Street

Castries, St. Lucia

TRINIDAD & TOBACGD
Dr. Edward Cazabén

Director of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Food Production, Marine

Exploitation, Forestry and Environment

St. Clair
Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, W.I.

URDGUAY

Dr. Pedro Luis Bartzabal

Director General de
Servicios Veterinarios

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Colonia 892, P.2

Montevideo, Uruguay

Dr. Carlos Saravia
Director de Sanidad Animal
Montevideo, Uruguay

Dr. Eugenio Perdomo Lafargue

Director

Centro de Investigaciones Veterinarias
"Miguel C. Rubino" (CIVET)

Canelones, Uruguay

Dr. Marcos J. Herrera C.

Director de Sanidad Animal
Ministerio de Agricultura y Cria
Torre Este Piso 11, Parque Central
Caracas, Venezuela

Tel. 809-452-4552

Tel. 809-628-8180

Tel. 92-02-27

Tel. 81-6123

Tel. 80-2101
2101

Tel. (02) 5090240
247



Dr. Reuven Katain
Asesor en Veterinaria y Asuntos de
Ganaderia, Embajadas de Israel en
América del Sur
Embajada de Israel
Arroyo 910
1007 - Capital Federal, Argentina Tel. 325-6984
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OTROS PAISES INVITADOS
OTHER INVITED COUNTRIES

BELICE/BELIZE

Dr. Michael S. Tewes
Veterinary Investigation Officer
Ministry of Agriculture

Belmopan, Belize Tel.

02-44794
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INVITADOS ESPECIALES DE ARGENTINA
SPECIAL GUESTS FROM ARGENTINA

REPRESENTANYES DE LAS PROVINCIAS
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE PROVINCES

Dr. Ernesto R. Albornoz

Director de Ganaderia

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia

San Martin 2250

3400 - Corrientes Tel. 62404

Dr. Néstor Alcala

Ministro de Asuntos Agrarios

Casa de Gobierno Tel. 0954-33282
6300 - Santa Rosa - La Pampa 0954-23590

Prof. Alfredo Petkewicz
Asesor Sectorial de Planeamiento y
Control de Gestidn
Ministerio de Asuntos Agropecuarios
y Recursos Naturales
Av. 25 de Mayo 2040
3600 - Formosa Tel. 27458

Dr. Bernardo Cané
Director de Ganaderia de la
Provincia de Buenos Aires
Calle 51 No. 774
1900 - La Plata - Buenos Aires Tel. 021-242-933

Ing. Arnaldo F. Carbonetti
Director
Consejo Agrario Provincial
Secretaria de Agricultura de la
Provincia de Santa Cruz
Roca 690 Tel. 0966-23592
9400 - Rio Gallegos - Santa Cruz 22335

Dr. Edgardo Churruarin
Director de Ganaderia

de la Provincia de Entre Rios Tel. 043-210584
Casa de Gobierno - Espaiia 437 221797

Dr. Julio César Dutra

Director General de Ganaderia

Ministerio de Asuntos Agrarios

Avda. Centenario y Santa Catalina Tel. 0752-22500
3300 - Posadas - Misiones 0755-22650
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Dr. Héctor Jesus Francisco

Secretario de Estado de Agricultura
y Ganaderia

Coérdoba 1039

4000 - San Miguel de Tucumin

Dr. Juan Carlos Giménez

Jefe del Departamento de Ganaderia
Direccién General Agropecuaria
Balcarce 388

4400 - Salta

Dr. Jorge Iglesias Casal
Director de Ganaderia
Sarmiento 615

4700 - Catamarca

Dr. Juan Aurelio Isequilla

Subsecretario de Agricultura y Ganaderia

Casa de Gobierno
6300 - Santa Rosa - La Pampa

Dr. Eduardo Merayo

Director de Desarrollo Ganadero
Belgrano 544, 70. Piso

8500 - Viedma - Rio Negro

Ing. Hemir Miranda Mdrquez

Asesor del Subsecretario de
Asuntos Agrarios

Casa de Gobierno

9 de Julio 934

5700 - San Luis

Dr. Roberto Pauli

Director de Salud Animal de la
Provincia de Santa Fe

Avda. Pellegrini 3100

3000 - Santa Fe

Dr. Luis Carlos Macchi
Jefe de Sanidad Animal
Rivadavia 499

5300 - La Rioja

Dr. Jorge Alberto Rambeaud

Director de Produccién Animal

Ministerio de Agricultura y
Ganaderia y R.R.

Avda. Vélez Sarsfield 340

5000 - Cérdoba

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

239-240

087-218873

0833-23856

0954-27375

23688

24056

042-29687
042-37026

25558

220575
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Ing. Arcadio Fernando Torok
Subsecretario de Agricultura
y Ganaderia
Palacio de Gobierno - 6o. Piso
5500 - Mendoza Tel. 226215

Dr. Arturo E. Seward

Jefe del Departamento de Bovinos

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia

San Martin 2250

3400 - Corrientes Tel. 62404

Dr. Miguel Schiariti
Asesor del Ministro de Asuntos Agrarios
de la Provincia de Buenos Aires
H. Yrigoyen 636, 3er. Piso B
Capital Federal . Tel. 331-2322

UNIVERSIDADES/UNIVERSITIES
Dr. Alberto R. Dibbern

Decano de la Pacultad de
Ciencias Veterinarias

UNLP
Calle 60 y 118
1900 - La Plata Tel. 865-1979

Dr. Horacio Garcia Valenti
Asesor del Presidente

UNLP
Calle 60 y 118
1900 - La Plata Tel. 021-36457

Dr. Florestan S. Maliandi (h)
Prof. Titular
Facultad de Ciencias Veterinarias

UNLP
Calle 60 y 118 : Tel. 334-1882
1900 - La Plata 2235/4587

Dr. Roque Juan Gastaldi
Facultad de Agronomia y Veterinaria
de Esperanza
U.N. del Litoral
R.P. Luis Kreder 2805
3080 - Esperanza - Santa Fe Tel. 0496-4700
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Dr. Marcos A. Franco

Profesor Titular

Fisiop. de la Reprod. y Obst.
Ganaderia Subtropical

Facultad Ciencias Veterinarias
UNNE

Sgto. Cabral 2139

C.P. 3400 - Corrientes

ORGANISMOS NACTONALES /NATIONAL ORCANIZATIONS

Dr. Julio Antonio Jauregui
Representante de CAPROVE

H. Yrigoyen 850 - ler. Piso
1377 - Capital Federal

Dr. Ramén Noseda

Presidente de la Asociacién
Argentina de Veterinarios de
Laboratorios de Diagnéstico

25 de Mayo 485

Azul - Buenos Aires

Dr. Jorge Winokur

Consultor Insumos Veterinarios
Subsecretaria de Economia Agraria
Paseo Colén 982

1063 -Capital Federal

INVITADOS ESPECIALES/SPECIAL CUESTS

Dr. Félix Alvarez ngarra
Av Belgrano 312 - 3. Piso, Of. 26
1092 - Capital Federal

Dr. Rubén Lombardo
Oro 3050 - 70. "A"
1425 - Capital Federal

Dr. Félix Rosemberg
Av. Belgrano 312 - 3er. Piso, Of. 26
1092 - Capital Federal

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

0783-25753

783-3073

22839

771-2754

821-0419

773-6117

801-6641
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FUNCIONARIOS DEL SENASA/SENASA STAFF

Dra. Amelia Bernardelli
Directora de Bacteriologia
Direccién Nacional de Diagnéstico,
Control y Métodos
Av. Sir A. Fleming 1640
1653 - Martinez - Buenos Aires Tel. 797-5406

Dr. Jorge Dillon
Asesor de la Sub-Secretaria de Ganaderia

(SEAG. y P.)
Calle 2 No. 877 - 4to. A
1900 - La Plata - Buenos Aires Tel. 4-3819

Dr. Abraham Jaime Falczuk
Especialista Area Fiebre Aftosa
Departamento de Virologia
Direccidén Nacional de Diagnéstico,
Control y Métodos
Av. Sir A. Fleming 1653
1640 - Martinez - Buenos Aires Tel. 51-5623

Dra. Graciela Fernandez
Directora de Virologia
Direccién Nacional de Diagnéstico,
Control y Métodos
Av. Sir A. Fleming 1653
1640 - Martinez - Buenos Aires Tel. 791-3319

Dr. Rino Fornasari

Director de Ejecucién de Campo

Ecuador 1460 - 8vo. Piso, Dto. C

Capital Federal Tel. 821-3707

Dra. Graciela del Rosario Mifio

Técnico Direccién Nacional de
Diagndéstico, Control y Métodos

Av. Sir A. Fleming 1653

1640 - Martinez - Buenos Aires

Dr. Jesis Luis Lépez Poch

Jefe Departamento Farmacologia
Gral. Alvear 2059

Don Torcuato - Tigre

Dr. Manuel R. Bustos

Jefe Departamento Aves

Alvear 1413

San Fernando - Buenos Aires Tel. 745-3793
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Dr. Jorge A. Claver
Asistente de Programa

Paseo Colén 922 - ler. Piso
1063 - Capital Federal

Dr. Alfredo J. Nader
Director de Programacidn
Paseo Colén 922 - ler. Piso
1063 - Capital Federal

Dr. Alberto Trapani

Jefe del Programa de Cerdos
Paseo Colén 922 - ler. Piso
1063 - Capital Federal

Dra. Maria Cristina Cosma

Técnico

Direccién Nacional de Diagnéstico,
Control y Métodos

Av. Sir A. Fleming 1640

1653 - Martinez - Buenos Aires

Dra. Alicia I. Walsh

Jefe del Programa de Brucelosis
Paseo Coldén 922 - ler. Piso
1063 - Capital Federal

Dr. Juan A. Dotta

Asistente de Programa

Paseo Colé6n 922, Planta Baja
1063 - Capital Federal

FUNCIONARIOS DEL INTA/INTA STAFF

Dra. Maria I. Pasini
Coordinadora del Area de
Fisiologia Bacteriana
Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Morén

Dr. Alejandro A. Schudel

Director del Instituto de Virologia
Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Mordn

Dr. Jorge A. Villar

Investigador del Instituto de
Patobiologia

Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Morén

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

362-1319

362-2171

362-1319

362-1319

567-4257

747-1603

621-1703

621-0443
1712
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Dr. Guillermo Berra

Investigador del Instituto de
Patobiologia

Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Morén - Buenos Aires

Dr. Adolfo Casaro

INTA Balcarce

Casilla de Correo 276

7620 - Balcarce - Buenos Aires

Dr. Jorge Pereira

Director del Instituto de Patobiologia
Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Morén

Dr. Eduardo Lucio Palma

Director Instituto de Biologia
Molecular

Centro de Investigaciones en Ciencias
Veterinarias

Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Mordn - Buenos Aires

Dr. Carlos Eddi

Coordinador del Area de Parasitologia
Casilla de Correo 77

1708 - Morén - Buenos Aires
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EXPOSITORES E INVITADOS ESPECIALES
SPEAKERS ARD SPECIAL GUESTS

Dr. Philip E. Bradshaw
President of the United States
Animal Health Association
R.R.1 Box 133
Griggsville, Illinois 62340
Estados Unidos Tel. 217-833-2446

Dr. Jerry Callis

Consultant

Plum Island Animal Disease Center

P.0. Box 537 Southold, NY 11971

Estados Unidos Tel. 516-765-2259

Dr. John Mason
Co-Director Comisioén México-Americana
para la Prevencién de la Fiebre Aftosa
Hegel 713 Polanco
México, D.F., México Tel. 531-76-00

Dr. Frank J. Mulhern

USA - NPPC

6100 Westchester Park Drive

College Park, Washington, D.C. :

Estados Unidos Tel. 301-982 9729
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ORGANISMOS Y AGENCIAS INTERNACIONALES
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

AGENCIA INTERNACIONAL PARA EL DESARROLLO
UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTEREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID)

Dr. Donald W. Luchsinger

Animal Health Advisor
Agricultural Production Division
Office of Agriculture

Bureau for Science and Technology
Washington D.C. 20523

Estados Unidos

ASOCIACION MUNDIAL VETERINARIA (AMV)
WORLD VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

Dr. Radl Casas Olascoaga
Caixa Postal 589
20001 Rio de Janeiro, Brasil Tel. (021) 7713128

ASOCTACION PANAMERICANA DE CIENCIAS VETERINARIAS
PANAMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY SCIENCES (PANVET)

Dr. Héctor Campos

Director Ejecutivo

Apartado Postal 55

2200 Coronado

San José, Costa Rica Tel. 29-02-22

BANCO INTERAMERICANO DE DESARROLIO (BID)
INTERAMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BAEK (IDB)

Dr. Clive Woodham

Especialista Sectorial

Representacién del BID en Uruguay

Andes 1365, Piso 13

Montevideo, Uruguay Tel. 92-0444

INSTITUTO DE DESARROLLO ECONOMICO/BRANCO MUNDIAL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENY INSTITUTE/WORLD BANK (EDI)

Dr. Jacques Crosnier
Director de Seminarios
Instituto de Desarrollo Econémico
Banco Mundial
1818 H & N.W.
Washington D.C. 20433
Estados Unidos Tel. 202-334-8225
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OFICINA INTERNACIONAL DE EPIZOOTIAS (OIE)
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF EPIZOOTICS

Dr. Louis Blajan

Director General

Office International des Epizooties

12, rue de Prony

Paris, Francia Tel. 4227 4574

Dr. Emilio Gimeno

Office International des Epizooties

Quintana 402

1129 - Capital Federal, Argentina Tel. 80-42860

ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIBDAS PARA LA
AGRICULTURA Y LA ALTMENTACION (FAO)
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Dr. Carlos Arellano-Sota
Oficial Regional de Produccién y
Salud Animal
Casilla 10095
Santiago, Chile Tel. 228-8056

ORGANIZACION PANAMERICANA DE LA SALID (OPS)
PANAMERICAN BEALTH ORGANIZATION (PABD)

Dr. Raill Casas Olascoaga

Director

Centro Panamericano de Fiebre Aftosa

PANAFTOSA

Caixa Postal 589

20001 Rio de Janeiro, Brasil Tel. (021) 7713128

Dr. Elmer Escobar C.

Director

Centro Panamericano de Zoonosis

Cérdoba 3092

1640 - Martinez,

Casilla 3092

Correo Central (1000) Tel. 792-4047/4049
Buenos Aires, Argentina 793-0976-0728

Dr. Jorge A. Escalante

Jefe Asistencia Técnica

Centro Panamericano de Zoonosis

Cérdoba 3092

1640 - Martinez,

Casilla 3092

Correo Central (1000)

Buenos Aires, Argentina Tel. 792-4047]4049



Dr. Norberto Morén
Epidemidlogo

Centro Panamericano de Zoonosis
Cérdoba 3092

1640 - Martinez,

Casilla 3092

Correo Central (1000)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

CONFEDERACION INTERAMERICANA DE
GANADEROS Y AGRICULTORES (CIAGA)/
INTER-AMERICAN CONFEDERATION OF
AGRICULTURAL ARD LIVESTOCK
PRODUCERS (CIAGA)

Dr. Luciano Miguens
Florida 460
1005 - Capital Federal
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Tel. 792-4047/4049




- 67 -

FUBCIONARIOS IICA
 IICA STAFF

Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro

Director General

Apartado Postal 55

2200 Coronado

San José, Costa Rica Tel. 29-02-22

Dr. Harry C. Mussman
Director Programa de Salud Animal
y Sanidad Vegetal
Apartado Postal 55
2200 Coronado
San José, Costa Rica Tel. 29-27-18

Dr. Carlos A. Rucks

Director de Operaciones del Area Sur

Apartado Postal 55

2200 Coronado

San José, Costa Rica Tel. 29-28-10

Dr. Carlos J. Garramén

Representante del IICA en Argentina

Defensa 113 - 70. Piso

1065 - Capital Federal, Argentina Tel. 34-6127

Dr. Héctor Campos

Director Adjunto de Salud Animal

Apartado Postal 55

2200 Coronado

San José, Costa Rica Tel. 29-02-22

Dr. Rail Alcocer

Especialista en Salud Animal

Oficina del IICA en México

Insurgente Sur 933 - 4to. Piso

Col. Napoles C.P. 03810 Tel. 543-1542
México, D.F., México 523-8817

Dra. Theresa Bernardo

IICA Office in Trinidad & Tobago

Tacarigua Post Office

Trinidad & Tobago Tel. 1-809-645-1058

Dr. Dante Castagnino

Especialista en Salud Animal

Oficina del IICA en Venezuela

Centro Villasmil

Piso 11, Esquina de Puente y Victoria

Caracas, Venezuela Tel. 572-1810
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Dr. Raymond Dugas

Especialista en Salud Animal
Oficina del IICA en Argentina
Defensa 113 - 70. Piso

1065 - Capital Federal, Argentina

Dr. James Moulthrop
Coordinador de RIMSAL
Apartado Postal 55
2200 Coromado

San José, Costa Rica

Dr. Enrique E. Rieger
Especialista en Salud Animal
Area Andina
Av. Mariana de Jesis 147 y La Pradera
Quito, Ecuador

Dr. Barry Stemshorn

Coordinator of CARAPHIN

11CA Office in Trinidad & Tobago
Tacarigua Post Office

Trinidad & Tobago

Dr. Jorge Torres Barranca

Especialista en Salud Animal
Area Central

Apartado Postal 55

2200 Coronado

San José, Costa Rica

Tel. 34-6127

Tel. 29-02-22

Tel. 234-395

Tel. 1-809-645-1058
1059

Tel. 29-02-22




COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF COINSA 1I AND
OF THE REGIONAL MEETINGS OF COINSA HELD IN 1987.
REPORT OF THE ACTIONS OF IICA ON ANIMAL HEALTH

>

Héctor Campos*

I. COINSA II

The Second Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health
-COINSA II- was held in Brasilia, D. F., Brazil from April 29 to May 1,
1985.

During the course of this meeting, 11 recommendations were adopted. They
have served as a guide 1in the last two years for the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean to develop their actions in animal health, and
to focus the efforts of IICA and other international and regional
organizations in delineating their technical cooperation programs in this
area.

Provided below is a summary of the main actions taken by the governments,

I1ICA, and other institutes, to comply with the recommendations of the
Second Meeting of COINSA.

Recommendation No. 1

Participation of the Livestock Sector in the Planning
and Development of Animal Health Programs

Recognizing the importance of the productive sector in the development of
animal health programs, IICA included in 1its 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan the
need to encourage farmers to participate in health programs. Indeed their
input is viewed as fundamental to the programs' success.

In the majority of countries, there is a notable and increasing
interrelation between the government sector working in animal health and the
private sector of producers and related industries.

In Central America and Panama, when implementing the screwworm eradication
program, participation of livestock associations was sought immediately, in a
strategy similar to the one used in Mexico for this purpose.

In the planning and execution of the Hemispheric Program for the
Eradication of Foot-and-Mouth Disease, sponsored by PANAFTOSA/PAHO, a very
active participation of the livestock industry is included.

* Deputy Director of Animal Health, IICA.
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In Chile, the program to control bovine leukosis in the pilot area 1is
formulated at the request of cattle organizations and with their participation.
The participation of the livestock sector to eradicate the foot-and-mouth
disease in this country in 1988, was of primal importance.

In Paraguay, the pilot plan to control infectious equine anemia is
implemented in close coordination with the producers; likewise, in this country
the Rural Society participates in and has promoted programs to combat ticks, to
provide laboratories for testing veterinary products, and to manage
reproductive problems.

In Peru, programs to control bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis are
promoted and sponsored by producers in the dairy zones of the country.

In the Caribbean Area, 1livestock owners have strongly advocated and
supported programs to combat the Amblyomma variegatum tick, which is found in
various countries.

These are only a few examples of the coordinated action between livestock
owners and the public sector in the countries of the region. There is notably
closer communication between groups for sharing the responsibility of
controlling animal diseases and pests.

Recommendation No. 2

Social Communication in Animal Health

Under an agreement with Radio Nederland, IICA has begun the Project for
Applied Communication in Education and Rural Development for Central America
and the Caribbean. This project seeks to strengthen communication structures
so that agriculture programs, including animal health, can be further developed
and better used.

Several countries are working to establish or strengthen social
communication units in support of animal health programs. Among then,
Guatemala, Honduras and others.

In Chile, personnel received training and refresher courses to strengthen
the social communication wunit in that country's Division of Livestock
Protection.

The recently initiated program to eradicate screwworm in Central America

and Panama has a strong component of social communication, which will precede
the rest of the field activities.

Recommendation No. 3

Diagnostic and Research Laboratories for Animal Health

In 1987, 1IICA began implementing the multinational project to strengthen
laboratory services for animal health and epidemiological surveillance in the
Central, Andean and Southern Areas. This project works to upgrade operating
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structures of laboratory units in the countries. In August 1988 IICA began the
implementation of the Inter-American Network of Animal Health Laboratories
(RILSA), as a means of sponsoring horizontal technological exchange in this
field.

Over the past two years, the countries, collaborating with IICA in charge
of the Technical Secretariat, delineated the formation of the subregional
networks of animal health laboratories in the Central, Andean and Southern
Areas. In the Caribbean Area, they established bases for technological
exchange between diagnostic laboratories of that subregion.

The meetings of laboratory directors in 1IICA's four geographic areas
-LABCENTRAL, LABANTILLAS, LABANDINA and LABSUR- held between April and July of
1987, contributed to the aforementioned efforts.

Moreover, and in keeping with the specific requests of each country,
training for laboratory personnel has been supported and encouraged by various
measures: courses in laboratory management, offered in Venezuela; in-service
training in new diagnostic techniques in several Central American countries; a
seminar in the Central Area to detect toxic residues in meat; support for the
implementation of a national laboratory network in Bolivia, and many other
similar efforts.

Recommendation No. &

Quarantine and Emergency Programs

In November of 1986, a course-seminar was offered in Mexico to train
teachers in the management of "AUTOSIM", a technological package developed by
the Mexican-American Commission for the Prevention of Foot-and-Mouth Disease
(CPA), with the support of IICA. This package is designed to train personnel
for emergency animal health programs. Delegates from a number of Latin
American countries participated in the event, and as a result, systems and
groups to handle emergencies have sprung up in several countries.

IICA co-sponsored the first regional course on exotic diseases with the
Argentine National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA), the National
Service for Animal Health (SENASA), and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). Officials from various countries of the hemisphere were updated on
epidemiology and diagnostic techniques.

Also noteworthy is the new data bank for Brazilian exotic diseases. The
service, established in collaboration with the USDA and IICA, 1is now being
offered to all South American countries.

The international organizations of the Americas are unifying procedures
for training and execution of animal health emergency programs, in order to
propose homogeneous and harmonic strategies to the countries.

Also noteworthy is the establishment of the IICA's Animal and Plant Health
Emergency Fund which can be wused by Member States in justified emergency
situations.
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Recommendation No. S

Coordinating International Technical Cooperation in Animal Health

Representatives from various international, regional and sub-regional
organizations with technical cooperation projects in the hemisphere continue to
meet periodically. Among them are the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
IICA, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the International Office of
Epizootics (OIE), the International Regional Organization for Animal and Plant
Health (OIRSA) and the Board of the Cartagena Agreement. Representatives from
USDA/APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service) also participated.

The 1986 meeting was held in Washington, D. C. and sponsored by IICA. The
1987 meeting was convened by PAHO. Information was exchanged at both meetings
about various projects being planned or already underway, so that efforts could
be complemented and duplication avoided.

The 1988 meeting was convened by OIRSA in San Salvador, El1 Salvador. The
1989 meeting was held in Caracas, Venezuela, and sponsored by the Board of the
Cartagena Agreement (JUNTA). During this last meeting the rules and bylaws of
the new Inter-American Group for Coordination on Animal Health (GICSA) were
approved.

Recommendation No. 6

Ticks and other External Parasites

Several agencies, including FAO, 1IICA, U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), and USDA prepared a feasibility study for a project that
would help various Caribbean countries plagued by the Amblyomma variegatum
tick, dermatophilosis and heartwater. They also promoted efforts to obtain
external funding for the project. Meanwhile, IICA continued supporting efforts
to eradicate this tick in Dominica and Saint Lucia.

USAID has committed some resources to execute this project in the
Caribbean. Some actions have begun in Antigua.

IICA has encouraged the technical exchange among officials in charge of
tick control in the countries of the Southern Cone.

Also, IICA has supported the implementation of various tick programs in
several countries: Guatemala and Honduras, among others. The Honduras program
includes the epidemiological research and control of Dermatobia hominis
(grubs).
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Recommendation No. 7

Screwworm

Mention should be made of Mexico's achievements in eradicating the
screwworm from most of its territory. The Mexican-American Commission in
charge of this program has already launched efforts in Guatemala and Belize, as
part of the project extending the fight against screwworm through the Central
American Isthmus.

Recommendation No. 8

Bluetoggge

The countries of Central America and the Caribbean have launched studies
on the epidemiology of bluetongue with the collaboration and support of 1IICA,
OIRSA, the USDA's Office of International Cooperation and Development (OICD),
the University of Florida and the University of Wisconsin.

The first results from these studies are available.
In the countries of the Southern Cone, criteria have been standardized for

interpreting diagnostic tests of this illness. Livestock trade among these
countries will benefit.

Recommendation No. 9

Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products

IICA, in conjunction with Virginia Polytechnic Institute, published the
first part of this Compendium. It 1lists the organizational and functional
structures in the countries for registering veterinary products.

The second part of the Compendium was also published with information on
all veterinary products registered in the following countries of the American
hemisphere: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad & Tobago
and Uruguay.

A project to prepare a third phase, including biological products, has
been discussed.

Recommendation No. 10

Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 2000
- PLASA 2000 -

The countries are now using PLASA 2000 as a tool to guide and direct their
actions in the animal health field.
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Recommendation No. 11

Inter-American System of Epidemiological Information
and Surveillance in Animal Health

IICA has held various meetings with officials from OIE and PAHO, to
coordinate unified actions in the field of information on animal health.

As a result, it has been agreed that IICA will collaborate with the OIE to
obtain and disseminate information on animal health from Member States of IICA
that are not members of OIE.

IICA and PAHO's Pan-American Center for Foot-and-Mouth Disease (PANAFTOSA)
have begun a hemisphere-wide system for epidemiological surveillance of swine
pests. This system is continually being revised and adapted to the needs and
requirements of the countries. The 1987 and 1988 reports have been published.

In the Caribbean, co-sponsored by the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), IICA has begun the implementation of the Caribbean Animal and
Plant Health Information Network (CARAPHIN). A similar project for Latin
America (RIMSAL) was initiated by IICA with the support of USDA/APHIS. Both
projects are aimed to evaluate the economic losses due to pests and diseases in
the countries of the Americas.

II. SUBREGIONAL MEETINGS OF COINSA HELD IN 1987

a. RESACENTRAL 1V

The Fourth Meeting of Directors of Animal Health of the Central Area
was held in Panama City, Panama from April 22 to 24, 1987.

During the meeting, seven recommendations were adopted. The following

is a summary of the main actions carried out to implement these
recommendations:

Recommendation No. 1

Organizational Development of Animal Health Services

In some countries of the Central Area, animal health directorates are
being restructured to improve their services, based on the policy of
decentralizing and regionalizing animal health services.

The participation of small farmers in animal health programs is steadily
on the rise.
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Recommendation No. 2

Follow-Up on the Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 2000

PLASA 2000 is used as a guideline by the countries; a report on compliance
with and follow-up on PLASA 2000 will be presented during the COINSA 1III
Meeting.

Recommendation No. 3

Animal Health Laboratory Network for the Central Area

The members of the LABCENTRAL Committee are Dr. Fernando Calderén (Costa
Rica), President, and Dr. Celso Peiia (Mexico), Vice President; Dr. Jorge Torres
(IICA) is the Technical Secretary.

After having evaluated the situation of the Animal Health Laboratory
Network for the Central Area, the Technical Committee, through its secretariat
and the IICA animal health specialist in Mexico, prepared a schedule for
upgrading the Network. The program is geared toward the following activities:

1. Promotion and support for the organization, management and implementation
of national animal health laboratory networks.

2. Training and technological exchange to improve the operation of laboratory
and epidemiological surveillance services.

3. Revision, preparation and dissemination of manuals on technical-
administrative procedures to standardize the operation of diagnostic and
epidemiological surveillance laboratories.

As a result of these activities, Mexico has signed a series of agreements
with commercial laboratories that produce veterinary biologics, plants, TIF;
with small farmer organizations, and with the Secretariat of Agriculture and
Water Resources, using special funds earmarked to increase the operational and
functional capacity of laboratory facilities and equipment, including the
hiring of technical and professional personnel.

In other countries of the Area, national authorities are studying
possibilities for securing financial resources in order to support the
strengthening of national animal health laboratory networks.

As a result of evaluations made, a data bank has been set up for animal health
laboratories in the Central Area.

Recommendation No. &

Toxic Residues in Meat Exports

In February, 1988, 1IICA complied with the recommendation concerning the
elimination of problems generated by the requirements of meat importing
countries resulting from the presence of toxic residues in export meat, by
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holding the First Technical Meeting on Residues in Meat, in San Jose, Costa
Rica. Professionals from the Food Security and Inspection Services (FSIS) of
the United States Department of Agriculture participated, as did observers from
Uruguay, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the International Office
of Epizootics (OIE) and the International Regional Organization of Agricultural

Health (OIRSA).

The eight countries of the Central Area were represented by technical and
professional staff.

The Meeting provided information on compliance with the requirements for
exporting meat to the United States.

Recommendation No. 5

Information and Evaluation of Losses Due to Diseases and Pests

IICA, through the Animal Health and Plant Protection Program Directorate,
is developing a hemispheric project entitled the Latin American Animal Health
and Plant Protection Monitoring and Information Network, one of the objectives
of which is to determine economic losses caused by animal and plant diseases
and pests.

At present, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
assigned a specialist the program coordinator, to IICA.

At the same time, a regional project for an agricultural health
information and data monitoring network in the Central Area is being prepared.
After the project is analyzed by IICA, it will be submitted to the ministers of
agriculture of.the Central Area, and external resources will be sought to fund
its implementation in the countries of the Area.

Recommendation No. 6

Membership in the International Office of Epizootics (OIE)

IICA sent OIE non-member countries of the Central Area the information
needed to become active members of the International Office of Epizootics
(OIE).

Nevertheless, to date, the countries have not responded. Renewed efforts
must be made for them to join OIE and thus participate in the benefits offered
by membership.




- 77 -

Recommendation No. 7

Upgrading International Quarantine and Health Emergency Systems

OIRSA, USDA, PAHO and IICA have provided technical cooperation to
countries of the Area, through staff training in the application of emergency
plans and evaluation of international quarantine inspection services.

OIRSA is currently implementing a regional project on the prevention of
exotic diseases in Central America, Mexico and Panama, which includes upgrading
international quarantine and health emergency systems.

FAO is providing resources for an emergency health and quarantine service
for the Central Area.

b. RESANTILLAS 1V

The Fourth Meeting of Directors of Animal Health of the Caribbean Area
was held in Georgetown, Guyana, from April 8 to 10, 1987.

During the Meeting, sic recommendations were adopted. The following is

a summary of the main actions taken to comply with these
recommendations.

Recommendation No. 1

Animal Health Information Systems

The report on the feasibility study to implement an animal health
information and monitoring system in the Caribbean was distributed and studied
by the governments of the countries.

As a result of the study, the Caribbean Animal and Plant Health
Information Network (CARAPHIN) is being implemented, sponsored by IICA and the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). One of the aims of this
network is to provide training in epidemiology and economics.

The first coordination meeting of CARAPHIN was held in Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago, November 17 to 18, 1988.

Recommendation No. 2

Membership in the International Office of Epizootics (OIE)

Haiti became a member of the OIE.
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Recommendation No. 3

Animal Health and International Trade Regulations

The Animal Health Code of the OIE is not available to some countries;
consultation and use of this Code should be encouraged.

Recommendation No. &

Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products

The Compendium was distributed to the countries of the Caribbean. No
country has requested support to implement veterinary product registery and
control services.

Recommendation No. 5

Management of the Tropical Boat Tick (Amblyoms variegatwm) in the Caribbean

Dominica and St. Lucia continue work on their programs to eradicate the
A. variegatum; recently, USDA/APHIS provided resources to IICA to support the
Dominica project.

The Antigua-USAID-USDA/APHIS pilot project has not yet been implemented.

FAO is providing funds to support the general project in the Caribbean.

Recommendation No. 6

Epidemiology of Blue Tongue

Activities for the epidemiological surveillance of blue tongue continue in
Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, under a project implemented by USDA,
OIRSA, the Universities of Florida and Wisconsin, the ministries of agriculture
of these countries, and IICA.

c. RESANDINA 1V

The Fourth Meeting of Directors of Animal Health in the Andean Area was
held in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, May 13 to 15, 1987.

During the meeting, seven recommendations were adopted. The following
is a summary of some of the actions carried out in relation to these
recommendations.
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Recommendation No. 1

Compliance with Health Requirements for Animal Imports

Health legislation of the countries is considered to be adequate; greater
health control for imported animals is being sought.

Some quarantine substations are underused.

Recommendation No. 2

Follow-Up on the Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 2000

During the workshops to strengthen laboratory networks, held in 1989 and
sponsored by JUNTA and IICA, an in-depth study was made of animal health
programs and actions to be undertaken in the future.

PLASA 2000 was used as an instrument in many of the discussions.

Recommendation No. 3

Operation of Bilateral Border Agreements in Animal Health

During 1988 and 1989, border meetings were held. especially in regard to
the control of foot and mouth disease; PAHO, JUNTA and 1IICA continued to
support and promote the operation of these mechanisms.

Recommendation No. &

Support to Externally Funded Investment Projects on Animal Health

A subregional project entitled "Andean Program for Cooperation, Training
and Technology Exchange for Animal Health and Epidemiological Surveillance
Laboratories" was prepared with a view to upgrading the laboratories. It was
approved by the vice ministers of agriculture sitting on the Agricultural
Commission of the Cartagena Agreement.

IICA is also providing support to each of the countries of the Andean Area
in preparing their national projects to upgrade their laboratory networks and
services.
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Recommendation No. 5

Hemispheric Surveillance System for Hog Pests

The countries of the Andean Area continue to participate in the system,
with the exception of Ecuador which, as of July 1988, decided to temporarily
discontinue its participation until improvements are made in its internal
information systenm. )

Recommendation No. 6

Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products

All of the countries, with the exception of Venezuela, provided
information on the pharmaceutical products registered in their country. This
information was included in the Compendium, which has already been distributed
to the countries.

Recommendation No. 7

Recommendations of LABANDINA II1

Over the past two years, IICA has provided support to the countries in
regard to the six recommendations that came out of the Meeting of Laboratory
Directors, held concurrently with RESANDINA IV.

An animal health specialist for the Andean Area began work at the official
headquarters in Quito, Ecuador, as of March 1988.

Much work has been done to evaluate the laboratories, upgrade mnational
networks, provide staff training, foster technological exchange, and prepare
project proposals for external funding.

d. REDSUR IV

The Fourth Meeting of the Directors of Animal Health of the Southern
Area was held in Montevideo, Uruguay, June 24 to 26, 1987.

During the meeting, ten recommendations were adopted. The following is

a summary of some of the actions wundertaken to comply with the
recommendations:

Recommendation No. 1

Support to Hydatitosis Programs

Affected countries continued their programs to control this disease.
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Recommendation No. 2

Exotic and Emergency Diseases

INTA, with support from IICA and USDA/APHIS and the participation of
SENASA (Argentina), organized three subregional courses on exotic diseases.
Professionals from the Southern Area participated in the courses.

A project to upgrade emergency and quarantine systems for the Southern
Area was prepared. It includes laboratory and field actions, as well as
mechanisms to secure funds and resources for emergencies.

Argentina, Brazil and Chile have established emergency committees.

Recommendation No. 3

The Relationship Between the Trade of Animals and Animal
Products and Health Restrictions

OIE standards are used as a reference 1in adopting regulatory provisions
for the exchange of genetic materials.

INTA-Argentina has condicte research on the transmissibility of infectious
agents in genetic materials.

Recommendation No. &

Institutional Strengthening

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay are at different stages
(preparation, analysis, implementation) of external funding projects for
strengthening their health institutions.

IICA is promoting two subregional projects: one on quarantine and
emergencies, and another on the evaluation of losses due to diseases and pests.
Both projects are geared to strengthening national institutions in specific
fields.

Recommendation No. 5

Information and Epidemiological Systems

IICA is currently preparing a project to evaluate losses due to diseases
and pests, which includes strengthening animal health information analysis and
gathering systems.

All the countries of the Southern Area participate in the hemispheric
swine fevers surveillance system.
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Recommendation No. 6

Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products

Information from Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay was included in the
second stage of the Compendium on pharmaceutical products.

This stage of the Compendium has already been published and distributed to
the countries.

Recommendation No. 7

Horizontal Cooperation in Animal Health

The subregional evaluation project on losses 1includes, as a basic
strategy, horizontal technical cooperation among the countries of the Southern
Area.

Recommendation No. 8

Programs for Reproduction Control and Health Management in Herds

The last publication in the series on animal reproduction was published
and distributed through the IICA Office in Uruguay.

Recommendation No. 9

Integration of Veterinary Services and Veterinary
Education Programs

All projects in preparation or under way in the five countries of the
Southern Area include the training of professional personnel.

Notable progress has been made in establishing relations and coordination
among official animal health services, research institutions and universities.

Recommendation No. 10

Situation of the IICA Animal Health Project for
Paraguay and Uruguay

As a result of changes in the staffing structure of IICA's Animal Health
and Plant Protection Program, it was not possible to assign specialists to0
these two countries; therefore, the specialist headquartered in Argentina will
take charge.
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III. SUMMARY OF THE MAIN ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY IICA IN ANIMAL HEALTH

a. Multinational projects and activities.

In 1987, a project was implemented to strengthen animal health
laboratory services and epidemiological surveillance in the countries
of the Central, Andean and Southern Areas.

Through this project, the Inter-American Network of Animal Health
Laboratories (RILSA) was established. The Network is a mechanism that
promotes technological exchange to strengthen the operation of animal
health laboratories in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The basic goal of this project 1is to strengthen the organizational
structure of laboratory services in order to respond to users' demands.

In 1988, in the Caribbean Area, the Caribbean Animal and Plant Health
Information Network (CARAPHIN) began operations as part of a project
partially funded by the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA).

A similar project, the Latin American Animal and Plant Health
Monitoring and Information Network (RIMSAL) was also implemented in
1988, with the support of USDA/APHIS.

The aim of both projects is to establish national epidemiological-
economic information and monitoring units, through which the main
diseases and pests affecting livestock production and productivity can
be identified, and an evaluation can be made of the economic impact of
the same.

The Hemispheric Swine Fevers Surveillance System was initiated in
October 1987, and receives valuable support from the Pan American Foot
and Mouth Disease Center; the system has been in full operation for
two years and has provided important information on the distribution
and incidence of classic swine fever, information which is essential
for programs working to control that disease.

Also at the hemispheric level, work continued on the preparation of the
Inter-American Compendium of Registered Veterinary Products. The
second phase, on pharmaceutical products, containing information
provided by 10 countries of the Americas, has already been published
and distributed.

It should be noted that an emergency animal and plant health fund has
been set up within IICA. Although it is a modest fund, it can help the
countries take the first steps necessary to control any exotic disease
or pest that might appear; regulations regarding the use of this fund
have already been distributed to the countries.

b. Projects and activities at the country level

Support continued to be provided through specific projects in the field
of animal health in the following countries, among others: Argentina,
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Brazil, Chile, Dominica, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico and
Venezuela. In Guyana, a new project was implemented with the
assignment of a new animal health specialist to that country.

Funding for these projects has come from IICA, the countries and
several funding agencies.

Support was provided to several other countries for specific actions,
especially those related to the preparation of projects aimed at
securing external resources; in addition, support was provided for
various activities resulting from multinational projects under way.

In regard to more specific fields, support continued to be provided for
carrying out epidemiological studies on blue tongue in the Caribbean,
for actions to control the tropical bont tick Amblyoma variegatum in
the Caribbean, to standardize criteria for detection of residues in
meat exports in the Central Area and several other activities in
different fields.

When implementing these actions, IICA respects activities carried out
by other international institutions with which it seeks to establish
joint cooperation agreements, striving to complement and support the
development of actions by other agencies.

The Inter-American Group for Coordination in Animal Health (GICSA), in
which IICA participates actively, has proven to be an efficient
instrument for regulating and promoting inter-agency cooperation.

The Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean, promoted by IICA at the request of the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere, contains several projects and actions to
be developed in the field of animal health; the implementation of
these activities, subject to the obtaining of resources for their
funding, will be extremely valuable in raising the level of agriculture
and the standard of living of the rural population.
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PROGRESS REPORT IN COMPLYING WITH THE GOALS OF THE
ANIMAL HEALTH PLAN FOR THE AMERICAS BY THE YEAR 2000

Rolando Alvarenga*

The Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the Year 2000 (PLASA 2000) was
approved by the Inter-American Commission on Animal Health during its Second
Meeting, held in Brasilia, D. F., Brazil, from April 29 to May 1, 198S5.

This document provides comments on some of the actions undertaken in the
countries over the past four years, in follow-up on or compliance with the
goals established in the Plan.

The information was compiled from a survey of animal health specialists
and other 1IICA specialists in the following countries: Argentina, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Saint Lucia, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Venezuela.

A first and partial evaluation of compliance with the goals planned for
the 1986-1990 period will be conducted at the end of that five-year period.

* National Head of Animal Health, Honduras.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

1. Administration of Animal Health Services

a. Evaluation of the administrative organiza-
tional structures of the official animal
health services in each of the countries of
the hemisphere showing both the internal
organizational structure and the interrela-
tional agencies and institutions.

No formal study has been conducted of the structure of
veterinary services throughout the hemisphere. The orga-
nization of said services in some countries, such as
Bolivia, Nicaragua and Mexico, is currently being reviewed.

b. Location of the Office of the Director or the

Head of the Official Animal Health Services
under the Ministries of Agriculture of each

country at least a third decision-making level

so that the person in charge of the services
may have direct access to the second level,
Deputy Minister or Assistant Secretary, and
to the first level, Minister or Secretary.

In most countries of Latin America the Head of veterinary
services is located at the fourth level: Minister, Vice-
Minister, Office of the Director of Livestock, Directorate
of Animal Health. In some countries of the Southern Area,
these services are already located at the third level; in
the Caribbean, most of them at the fourth level.

c. Structuring of the Animal Health Services of
each country so that they have at least at the

central level the following units and depend-

ing of the capabilities of each country exten-
sions that correspond to the peripheral levels

to cover minimal needs:

. Planning and Evaluation

. Epidemiology

. Statistics and zoosanitary information

. Social communication

. Control of internal mobilization of animals
and their products

. Zoosanitary inspection of international
quarantine

Most of the countries of Latin America have these services,
with the exception of meat inspection, milk inspection and

social communication, which come under other offices. The

services concerning the registry and control of veterinary

products are being implemented or reorganized in some coun-
tries.

Some of the Caribbean countries have only one veterinarian
who carries out these duties; the larger countries have
several of these units.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

Ce.

Implementation of a unified system of infor-
mation on animal diseases at the hemispheric
level to which all of the countries of the
hemisphere and the international technical
cooperation agencies involved in animal health
at the regional and subregional levels would
contribute.

The countries of the Americas participate in the OIE-FAO-
WHO information system. In addition, they participate in
the PANAFTOSA information system on vesicular diseases and
the IICA-PANAFTOSA system on swine diseases.

Development of studies on morbidity-mortality
losses from 30 diseases diagnosed most fre-
quently in the country to determine the fea-
sibility of launching programs for control
and/or eradication.

IICA ha begun projects in the Caribbean (CARAPHIN) and in
Latin America (RIMSAL) to initiate studies on losses caused
by pests and diseases.

3. Laboratory Diagnostic Services in Animal Health

Implementation in each of the countries of
the hemisphere of at least one diagnostic
laboratory in animal health that may be con-
sidered as providing complete services in
the areas of pathology, bacteriology, serol-
ogy, parasitology, virology, and toxicology,
with the necessary equipment, material and
reagents as well as trained professional
staff to cover those areas.

All the countries of Latin America have a laboratory pro-
viding complete services, although in some countries these
services are not operating at full capacity.

In the Caribbean, at least three countries have complete
laboratory services: the rest of the countries have labora-
tories providing services that can attend minimim veteri-
nary service needs.

-/
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

4, Control of Internal Mobilization of Animals and

their Products

a. Evaluation of the various systems in use in

the countries for control of internal mobili-
zation of animals and their products, includ-
ing legislative, documentary processing, in-
frastructure and animal identification as-
pects, with recommendations on the most ap-
propriate and advanced aspects in those fields.

No studies have been conducted at the hemispheric level on
the control systems in effect in each of the countries.

Some countries, like Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay
are currently revising their internal control procedures.

Implementation in each country of a single
system for the control of the movilization of
animals and their products, adapted to the
conditions of each country in particular, in-
cluding the use of a single document for the
sanitary authorization of internal mobiliza-
tion of animals and their products as well as
the quarantine stations and necessary super-
visory posts, in accordance with the sanitary
programs under way in the different areas in
each country.

All the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have
legislation governing the internal mobilization of animals;
internal quarantine control points will be established in
accordance with sanitary programs in effect.

Ecuador is developing a pilot project which envisages a
single control system on the mobilization of animals.

Research and extension of new methods for
animal identification.

The Livestock Conservation Institute of the United States
held an international symposium on identification in
December 1988. IICA will distribute the results of the
symposium.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

6. Emergency Systems for Prevention, Control and

Eradication of Exotic Diseases

a.

Evaluation in each of the countries of the
hemisphere of those diseases that must be
considered as being exotic for each country
and for which systems or mechanisms for im-
mediate control and eradication must be es-
tablished where the presence of those dis-
eases has been confirmed.

The countries of the American hemisphere have identified
the diseases that do not exist in their respective terri-
tories and which can be classified as exotic; the diseases
on the OIE's lists A and B were used as a reference.

Establishment in each country of an emergency
system for the prevention, control and eradi-
cation of exotic animal diseases. This would
include:

. Epizootiological surveillance mechanisms to
detect any suspicious case.

. Laboratory diagnosis in the country or es-
tablished mechanisms to direct samples to
a laboratory of international reference.

. Mechanisms established for the use of avail-
able civilian and military resources for the

emergency control of the problem area.

. Mechanisms established for the use of emer-
gency economic resources to initiate the
work of wiping out the problem disease.

Emergency systems against exotic diseases have been in
place in Canada, the United States and Mexico for a number
of years. The countries of Central America and Panama,
with support from OIRSA, USDA/APHIS, IICA, PAHO and other
organizations, have trained staff to establish emergency
groups. Likewise in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

In the Caribbean, with the support of the PAHO and IICA,
staff have received training for emergencies.

A FAO/JUNTA project was developed in the Andean Area to
upgrade institutions in their capabilities to prevent
African Swine Fever.

In the Southern Area, with support from IICA and USDA/
APHIS, staff have received training, and the organization
of emergency animal health systems has been encouraged.
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ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

b.

Implementation in each of the countries of
the hemisphere of a system for the registry,
inspection and control of biological, phar-
maceutical and food products for use in ani-
mals and establishing a minimum necessary
infrastructure.

As a result of the study conducted by IICA, some countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean have begun to establish
and strengthen their system for the registry of veterinary
products.

To conduct quality control tests for registry
of all biological and pharmaceutical products
for use in animals in each country of the
hemisphere and request origin certificates
for imported products.

This practice has not been established in the countries,
except in those with extensive infrastructure.

All countries that import veterinary products require cer-
tification from the country of origin.

Establishment in the countries of cold con-
servation systems for the distribution and
trading of the products.

In general, the distribution of biologics is made by phar-
macies and private companies. Only some countries sample
biologics that are already available for direct purchase.

Establishment of control mechanisms for using
of products.

The legislation in some countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean provide for control mechanisms for product use.

In practice, no control is exercised.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

d. Evaluation in each country of hygiene sys-
tems for milk and milk products.

This activity comes under the responsibility of public
health services in most countries.

It is not known whether a formal evaluation has been made
in each country.

PAHO provides support to food protection programs in the
countries.

e. Establishment and/or strengthening in each
country of an official system for milk and
milk products hygiene.

In general, all the countries conduct hygiene control for
milk and dairy products. The hygiene measures used vary
from country to country, and from region to region.

10. Research on Animal Health

a. Preparation of a catalogue of all the insti-
tutions involved in animal health research in
the countries of the hemisphere with a list
of projects under way.

FAO has identified the research institutions involved with
the three networks it sponsors.

RILSA has identified some research institutions.

No catalogue has been made of all the institutions and the
research they are involved in.




- 97 -

*s1ayjo fuem pue ¢[Fzeig U WSFIN3IOog ¢‘EdTIamy

Teijua) pue ueaqqfie) ayl uf Jy) aie sayduexa ¢3oeduy
3s23e218 Buysned swayqoad yiTesy Tewfue a3y3l Yd1easal pue
AJTIuapT 03 S3FIUNOD 3y3z uf Adouapual pajyaew ® ST iYL

*s399foad ydsaeasaa juaiand 3yl jo uorl
-enTEA® puUB Yydaeasaa aaynbai yoyym Li3junod
yoea uy swarqoad urew 3ay3l JO UOTIBITITFIUAPL

*yd2aeasai 83} JOo s3Tnsaa a3yl saysyyqnd uoFINITISUY
TeuoTIBU Ydey °TaA3T OFaaydsyuway ay3j Ie auop uaaq 3Jou Sey

*pauladuod S103038

ay3 TTe® 03 uoyIedyrqnd eyl jOo UOTINGFIISTP
9pT¥A pue 3aaydsyway 3yl jJOo SITIIUNOD Y3

JO TT® UT P23IdNpuod yYjTeay Jewfue uo ydiess
-31 uo Ssafaesumns jJo uoyrledFTqnd Lri’3iiend

‘P

*SuoF3Ioe adueydx?d
3a8eanodua 03 Sujuuydaq st ‘uy3IaATINg SIT ySnoaya ‘ysIIy

*8310M33U Y21E3Sa1 31yl s3IT y8noayy sadueyoxs sajowmoad Qv4

*K13snpuy %203S3aATT 33eridoadde pue s3t113
-UNOd SNOTIBA 3yl U SIDTAlI3S YiTeay Tewyue
TeTOT3IJO0 3yl 03 SIFIFSIAFUR pue SIINITI
-SUJ |daeasal ay3 wolj osTe Inq IzdydsTway
Yyl JO S3TIJUNOD Y3 UT SIINITISUT Ydaea3s
-31 Suowme LTuo 3j0u s3d3(oad yoaeasai a3yl
30 sSuypurj Iyl uo uoTIeWIOJUT JO I3ueydx3z

9

*auop uU’3q Jou SeH

*fem 13pun s3d3foad 3o ISTT ®© YITa yredy
TeuUTuE UO YIIBISI1 U PIATOAUF SUOTINITI
-suy jo anSore3ed 3yl jo Suyjepdn yTenuuerq

‘q

STVOD JHL JAIIHOV Ol SIIONIOV
TVNOILVNYIINI 4O SATYINNOD IHL A4 1IN0 AITYYVO SNOILIV

STV0D




- 98 -

GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

f. Establishment of coordination mechanisms

between the official research institutions
and official veterinary services.

RILSA is encouraging the formation of coordinating commit-
tees for the purpose of strengthening laboratory services
in which research institutions are invited to participate.

g. Development of laboratory and field tech- LIDIVET of Bolivia is making use of laboratory and field
niques for fast diagnosis of animal diseases techniques for rapid diagnosis.
using the most advanced technological re- INTA of Argentina and the Miguel C. Rubino of Uruguay have
sources. prepared a project with the U. of Montreal to develop rapid
diagnostic techniques.
IICA, FAO and PAHO have developed diagnostic courses on
immunization and other techniques.
h. Development of vaccines for animal diseases A project prepared by INTA in Argentina and Uruguay and the

prevention using the most advanced technology
available for reducing costs and increasing
effectiveness.

U. of Montreal includes the development of a vaccine for
viral neonatal diarrheas.

Work is being carried out in Chile to develop an anti-
Brucellosis vaccine and in Paraguay to develop an anti-
Newcastle vaccine.

A vaccine for Aujeszky Disease is already in use in the
United States.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

d.

Implementation and updating of border agree-
ments between neighboring countries for pur-
poses of animal health and when it is deemed
advisable, request to the international or-
ganizations that are more involved in animal
health to serve as a Secretariat for those
border agreements.

Implementation of border agreements for purposes of animal
health has been encouraged and continued in the majority of
Latin American countries with the support of PAHO/PANAFTOSA,
IICA and OIRSA.

Canada, the United States and Mexico meet regularly.

Incorporation of all countries of the
American hemisphere to the International
Office of Epizooties -OIE-.

Haiti recently became a member of the OIE; thus, 16 coun-
tries of the American hemisphere are members of this Orga-
nization.

12. Participation of the Sector of Livestock
Producers and Related Industries in the Animal
Health Programs

a. Establishment in all animal health services | A survey carried out by IICA en 1985 indicated that 7 coun-
in the countries of the hemisphere of depart- tries have public information service offices concerned
ments or offices devoted exclusively to ac- | with animal health; the others receive some support from
tivities concerning public information and similar offices of the Ministries of Agriculture.
the media in the animal health area to es-
tablish a constant link between the official
sector and the sectorial producers and also
with the related industrial sector.

Only Guatemala has strengthened its public information
service in animal health.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

13. Veterinary Education

a. Evaluation of the operations of the Veteri-

nary Medicine schools in each of the coun-
tries of Latin America and the Caribbean
including, where pertinent, specific recom-
mendations for improved operations and out-
reach.

No such evaluation has been carried out on a hemispheric
level.

Some countries of the Southern and Andean Areas have con-
ducted internal evaluations of these institutions.

b. Preparation of careful, indepth studies, A detailed feasibility study was carried out in relation
before opening a new Veterinary Medicine to the opening of a Veterinary School in Trinidad.
School in any country wm the region. Such New Veterinary Schools have opened in Mexico without com-
studies should include: plete feasibility studies.
. Regional frame of reference.
. Studies of supply and demand for outlining
the formation of Veterinarianms.
. Delimitation of the area of influence.
. Availability of similar education.
. Analysis of the curriculum.
. Analysis of potential faculty.
. Analysis of the infrastructure and equip-
ment.
. Budget and financing.
c. Review of the programs of study of each of The curricula of the Veterinary Schools in Argentina, Chile;

the Veterinary Medicine schools in the re-
gion, to adapt them to the true needs of
each country.

Paraguay and Uruguay have been periodically reviewed.

There are associations or commissions having representatives
of the Veterinary Schools in Argentina, Chile, Peru and
Ecuador which are responsible for planning and evaluating
the curricula of these institutions.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

g. On the basis of the preceding study, to set
up regional centers for postgraduate train-
ing and continuous education in animal health,
for at least the following areas:

. Animal Health Planning
. Animal Health Administration
. Epidemiology
. Animal Health Information and Statistics
. Mass Communications
. International Quarantine
. Prevention, Control and Eradication of
Exotic Diseases
. Veterinary and Economics
. Laboratory diagnosis
- Bacteriology
Virology
Parasitology
Micology
- Bromatology
- Deficiency-induced diseases
. Production of biologicals
- Vaccines
- Antigens for diagnostic purposes
. Quality control of drugs

At the national level the animal health services of the
countries are using the infrastructure of the Veterinary
Schools to provide advanced training for their profes-
sionals.

CEPANZO and PANAFTOSA have been actively working on the

development of courses and ongoing training in animal
health.

THE PROASA project of PAHO, conducted from 1983 to 1987,
provided training for a significant number of professionals
in animal health.

IICA's CARAPHIN project will provide ongoing training in
Epidemiology for the Caribbean countries.

14. Training of Middle-level Technicians

a. ldentification in each country of the region
of the need for train-middle-level techni-
cians and auxiliary personnel in the area of
animal health, and analysis of the capacity
of government animal health programs to
absorb such personnel.

The evaluation has not been carried out.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

15. Coordination of International Technical Coopera-
tion in the Area of Animal Health

a. Formalization of annual meetings of the in-
ternational technical cooperation agencies
operating in the hemisphere in the area of
animal health, attended by representatives
of countries and agencies that finance pro-
jects and activities in this field. The
purpose is to achieve optimum coordination
and avoid duplication of efforts, while
ensuring the best possible utilization of
available resources.

Technical cooperation agencies working in the Americas in
animal health (FAO, PAHO, IICA, OIE, JUNTA, OIRSA) have
established the Inter-American Group for Coordination in
Animal Health (GICSA), which has been meeting regularly
every year, since 1984.

b. That the Advisory Committee on the Coordina-
tion of International Technical Cooperation
of COINSA conduct a review every two years
of the reports of the coordination meetings
of the international technical cooperation
agencies in the area of animal health, and
submit recommendations on fostering such
coordination.

The reports of the Fifth and Sixth GICSA meetings, held in
San Salvador, El Salvador and Caracas, Venezuela, respec-
tively, will be presented to the Third COINSA Meeting.

¢. Hemisphere-wide, subregional or country-
level meetings at which similar animal health
topics will be discussed, or that will be
attended by people of the same or similar
rank and speciality, and that are organized
by international technical cooperation
agencies in the field of animal health in
the hemisphere should be held as joint
meetings.

Several meetings were held, jointly sponsored by various
organizations.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

d. Execution of deep epidemiological studies on
Vesicular Stomatitis to determine the most
adequate measures to control that disease.

OIRSA and USDA/APHIS are conducting studies on this disease.

Studies are being carried out in Mexico by UNAM in the area
of MatIas Romero, Oaxaca.

e. Execution of epidemiological studies at
hemisphere level to determine the real prev-
alence of Bluetongue in order to determine
the policies regarding the disease.

Studies on bluetongue are being conducted in the Caribbean
and in Central America.

f. Eradication of Hog Cholera from the hemi-
sphere and maintenance of disease free areas.

A proposal is presently under study for eradicating hog
cholera in Central America and Mexico.

Several South America countries have begun formal control
programs. Chile is conducting a hog cholera eradication
program.

An epidemiological surveillance plan exists in Jamaica.

g. Inmediate control of any Newcastle Disease
outbreak of any type in American countries.

The countries conduct control programs.




- 109 -

*suoy3erndod
ASTi1-MO] UF PaYsFIqeIs? uaaq aAey smeiBoiad uorjzeuUTIOEp

*$3F13un0d dFaaydsymay jo
$2U0Z DTwWIpu’ TT® I Xeayjuy jo uojieyndod
Tewyue 37qF3dadsSns Jo UOTIPUFIOEBA T[enuuy °D

*£23un0d yYowe uy

§3SBISTP 3sayl o3 3d3dsaa yiym saf3fiorad Iy3z Suyysyiqess?
uo aoueape 03 arqyssod aq TI¥M 37 ‘EdTIawy UyIe] UF
TVSHI¥ Pu® ‘uUeaqqyie) 3ys UT NIHAVEVD Jo 3xoddns 3yl yarm

°310 30 4.,
3ISTT JO S3seasSTp JO AIunod yoea uy SITIF
-1072d pue uoyaezyiazdoeieyd [ed7Soroymapydy °q

*P2T1T013u0d 3uyaq aie eyl IOyl 10 3uasaad L1juaa
-INd 30U SISEISTP JO SITIIUNOD 3yl o3uf L13ua Y3z uaaaad
03 3ISTX? swsjueydam aurjueaenb pue 3AFIe[sT8e7 ‘feasuald uy

*s2s8easTp 4, 3ISTT JO UOTINQFIISTP pue aduareaaxad ayz A7
-23e1ndd® 210m BUFAJFIUIPT 103 TETIUISSD IV SIDFAIIS IS

*83J7A138
?dueTTF3AIns Tedr8o7otwaprda pue Ai03eioqer iITayl Sujpeas
-dn ai1e ueaqqrie) Iyj pue BOTIAWY UFIE] JO SITIIUNOD Y]

*3juasaad A73uaxand Jou aae YdIfyYm 3II0
30 .4, 3ISTT JO SISEISTP ISOYl JO S$IFIJUNOD
daaydsymay IY3z Jo sn3e3ls 9213 JO UOTFIBAIASII] °®

a2a9ydsTmay ueojiamy ay3 uy aouejaod
TEOTMOUOda YO S1Iau10 DUP —-IATN- $3T2100ZTd7T

A

STVOD JHI JAITHOV Ol SIIONIOV
TVNOILVNYILNI ¥O SITYLNNOD FHLI X4 1NO QITWEVD SNOILOV

STV0D




- 110 -

GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

d. Execution of studies in each country to know | Studies completed in Argentina; partial studies conducted
the prevalence and incidence of Aujeszky in Paraguay; the disease was not detected in Peru, Chile
disease to determine the control and eradica-| or Uruguay. A control program exists in Mexico. An op-
tion systems to be followed. tional eradication program for breeding farms exists in

Brazil. Studies on prevalence are being conducted in
Venezuela. An infected farm in Jamaica was depopulated.

e. Reduction of the rate of incidence of In Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Peru control programs are
Echinococcosis/hydatidosis in endemic zones being conducted in affected areas.
to levels that permit its eradication.

f. Eradication of Heartwater in infected Countries infested with A.variegatum are conducting control

Caribbean countries through eradication of
Amblyomma tick vector of the Rickettsia
etiological agent of that disease.

programs for this thick.

IICA, FAO, USDA, CARICOM and other agencies conducted a
feasibility study on management of this problem.

USAID has approved resources for beginning control actions
in Antigua. FAO is securing resources in support of the
overall project for affected countries.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

k.

Annual vaccination of susceptible animal
population of endemic zones of Rabies of
herbivorous and control of vector bats of
the disease, including dogs and other wild
animals.

A successful control program is being carried out in
Trinidad and Tobago. Vaccinations are given in Grenada.

All affected countries of continental America conduct con-
trol activities through vaccination programs and the con-
trol of vector bats.

1.

Study of status of presence of ticks of
different species in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Chile is tick-free; studies have been conducted in

Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico
and Peru.

Implementation on Latin America and Carib-
bean countries of Boophilus sp. tick con-
trol and eradication programs and control
programs of other cattle ticks of economic
importance.

An ongoing and obligatory program exists in Mexico and is
being set up in Guatemala and Honduras.

Argentina is executing a control and eradication program
and Brazil and Uruguay are beginning them.

n.

Control of Bovine Brucellosis to critical
rates that lead to the eradication of the
disease at farm, zone and country levels.

Most Latin American countries conduct control programs in
the principal dairy production areas.

Progress achieved by the programs depends on the amount of
resources available.
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ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

Execution of Infectious Bovine Rhinotrachei-
tis prevalence and incidence studies at coun-
try level to determine the control systems
to follow at farm level.

Studies have been conducted in some countries. No official

control systems have been defined.

Execution of studies of prevalence and inci-
dence Campylobacteriosis, Trichomoniasis and
other diseases of the reproduction system at
farm level in each country to determine the
control programs to follow up.

Studies have been conducted in some countries, generally of
a very limited nature.

u. 100%2 vaccination coverage against Caprine Vaccination coverage in countries having problem areas is
Brucellosis in problem areas. very low, occasionally under 50%; vaccine availability
represents a problem.
v. Execution of Trypanosomiases prevalence and Very limited studies in some countries.

incidence studies at country level to de-
termine the control and eradication measures
to undertake in the countries with presence
or suspect of that disease.
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ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

18. Prevention and Control of other Pathological
Processes Affecting Livestock Production

a. Aspects related to bovine reproduction

. In representative areas of each country,
evaluation of the causes having an adverse
effect on meat and milk cattle production,
with particular emphasis on nutrition,
animal health, management and administra-
tion, and professional assistance to
cattle producers.

Studies will be conducted through CARAPHIN in the Caribbean
and RIMSAL in Latin America.

Colombia, Paraguay and Mexico, among other countries, have
made progress on this type of study.

. Inclusion in the statistics units of
government animal health services of data
on production and productivity in each
farm and area, and on specific pathologi-
cal processes.

Will be promoted through CARAPHIN and RIMSAL.

Uruguay and some other countries handle this information.

. Integral pilot units should be set up in
each country, to demonstrate the applica-
tion of corrective measures or practices
derived from research in the different
areas, in an effort to increase produc-
tion.

INTA-Argentina and FONAIAP-Venezuela are working on pilot
projects of this nature.
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GOALS

ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNTRIES OR INTERNATIONAL
AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS

c. Aspects related to diseases of calves

. Evaluation at the area level in each coun-
try of the principal factors intervening
in the death of calves.

FAO fosters the exchange of information on factors having
an impact on the death of calves.

. Establishment of demonstration farms to
show proper management of young animals.

Several countries have extension programs with demonstra-
tion farms.

. Development of extension programs on the
efficient management of young animals,
including direct training activities for
farm owners and managers.

Several countries have this type of extension program.
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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK OF ANIMAL HEALTH LABORATORIES

Héctor Campos*

One of the goals of the Animal Health Plan for the Americas by the year
2000 is the implementation of an Inter-American Network of Animal Health
Laboratories. The network, to be divided into subregional committees
responsible for specifically defined geographic areas, has as its primary
objective the exchange of technology and the provision of reference support to
make maximum use of laboratory diagnosis at the hemispheric level.

Since early in this decade, IICA has organized numerous meetings of the
directors of the laboratory services in the countries of the Central,
Caribbean, Andean and Southern Areas, which have provided the opportunity for
technical exchange, in training as well as in the provision of reagents and
other diagnostic elements.

In the Central, Andean and Southern Areas, this type of exchange has been
formalized through the establishment of subregional committees: REDCENTRAL,
LABANDINA AND REDSUR. 1ICA specialists in Costa Rica, Ecuador and Argentina,
respectively, act as technical secretaries for these committees, which serve to
link the laboratory services of the countries of each Area.

The Inter-American Network of Animal Health Laboratories (RILSA) was
founded in Lima, Peru on August 16, 1988 at a meeting of representatives of the
different areas and countries, held to discuss the role and scope of RILSA.

Participating in this meeting were: Dr. Fernando Calderén, of Costa
Rica, representing the Central Area; Dr. Stephen St. John, of Barbados,
representing the Caribbean Area; Dr. Gerardo Méndez, of Bolivia, representing
the Andean Area; Dr. Eugenio Perdomo, of Uruguay, representing the Southern
Area; Dr. Marvin F. Baker, of Canada, and Dr. Robert M. Nervig and Dr. Ron
Yedloutschnig, of the United States.

Also present were observers from Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Panama, Peru and
Venezuela, as well as from organizations such as the World Association of
Veterinary Laboratory Technicians, FAO, PAHO, IDB, OIE, GTZ, PANAFTOSA and
CEPANZO.

During this meeting, the bylaws of RILSA were discussed and approved.
The objective of RILSA is to promote the organization, improvement and updating
of laboratories, both technically and administratively, through the
standardization of norms, criteria and procedures; the exchange of technology
and experiences; and the continuous training of personnel.

With this objective in mind, IICA, as technical secretariat for RILSA,
has begun a technical cooperation project supported by animal health
specialists in various countries of the Americas, which is intended to cover
the following areas:

* Deputy Director of Animal Health, IICA.
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Evaluation of laboratories. The evaluation of laboratories in the
countries of the Central and Southern Areas has been completed, and that
of the labs in the Andean Area is well under way. Those in the Caribbean
Area have yet to be evaluated. It is necessary to determine the current
status of these labs prior to planning the cooperation actions to be
taken in each country.

Promotion of national laboratory networks. In almost all of the
countries of Latin America, efforts are under way to strengthen the
organization of national laboratory networks, as a means of upgrading the
operation of the labs and standardizing their technical and
administrative procedures.

Administrative and financial strengthening. In several countries.,
emphasis is being given to the establishment of committees or councils,
with the participation of livestock associations, to provide funding for
the labs. It is hoped that this will make the labs self-sufficient and
less dependent on government funds.

Technical cooperation projects with national and external resources.
IICA is collaborating with several countries in the development of
projects designed to strengthen their animal health laboratories, using
the resources of the countries themselves, as a means of simplifying the
administrative management of these resources.

Subregional technological exchange projects. Project profiles are being
prepared in all four subregions to seek external funding for the
development of laboratories by reinforcing horizontal technological
exchange activities; these projects also include the strengthening of
certain labs, which, because of their characteristics and capacity, might
serve as reference units for a subregion.

Training and technological exchange. Much has been done in this area.
There have been training courses for lab personnel, professionals have
been granted short-term scholarships for training overseas, and
specialists have provided advisory services in priority areas.

Publication of manuals. To date, several lab manuals have been
published, and widely distributed in the countries. Among these are
manuals on: techniques for diagnosing babesiosis and anaplasmosis;

Veterinary bacteriology and mycology; immunoenzymatic techniques, etc.

Bibliographic dissemination. Through different mechanisms such as

content pages, bibliographic searches, distribution of technical
literature, and, since November 1988, through the RILSA bulletin, TICA
has sought to provide the countries with the most up-to-date technical
information available in different fields, but especially that concerning
laboratories.

Standardization of techniques. Several actions have been undertaken to
standardize the execution and interpretation of different laboratory
techniques (blue tongue, hemoparasites, residues in meat, etc.).
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RILSA is a new mechanism which began operations only a short time ago.
Nonetheless, in the short time it has been in existence, it has proven to be a
useful and necessary instrument for improving the operation of animal health
laboratories. The fact that it has drawn the attention of top-level officials
of the ministries of agriculture to this issue is in itself an important step
forward.

Because of the speed with which scientific and technological changes are
taking place nowadays, we must use every means at our disposal if we want to be
better informed and benefit from the latest technological advances in fields of
interest to us.

Unfortunately, at the present time only a few countries in L<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>