
         

African swine fever (ASF)  

ASF is a highly contagious, 
transboundary viral disease 
(Asfarviridae family; Asfivirus genus).

It can affect both domestic and wild pigs 
(wild boars and peccaries). 
It is harmless to humans.

The virus is highly resistant to 
low temperatures and can 
survive for extended periods of time 
in the blood, feces and tissue of 
infected animals. 

African swine fever can be transmitted through direct contact 
between sick and healthy animals. It can also be transmitted indirectly 
through feed containing meat from infected animals (the virus can remain 
infectious for 3 to 6 months in uncooked pork products); biological 
vectors such as ticks of the genus Ornithodoros; and contaminated 
inanimate objects (fomites) that can transmit the virus.

Typical clinical signs of ASF are 
similar to those of classical swine 
fever (which is endemic in several 
countries of the Americas); 
therefore, a laboratory test 
is required to distinguish them. 

Symptoms include fever, loss of 
appetite, low energy, abortion, internal 
hemorrhages, visible hemorrhages, and 
even death. 

The peracute form of the virus causes 
sudden death with few signs. 

Global alarms went off in August 2018, when an ASF 
outbreak was first reported in China. The disease 
swept through the entire Asian country and spread to 
Mongolia, Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Hong Kong.

According to the OIE, 24% of its member countries 
(48 out of 200) have reported the disease 
as present since 2016.

Between 2016 and May 2019, 
there were a total of 10,211 
outbreaks in Africa, 
Europe and Asia.

According to official data for this period, 
more than 2.5 million domestic 
pigs have died or been killed— 67.6% 
of them in Asia over the past 10 months. 
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