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INTRODUCTION

L] .

The formation of an institute of tropical agriculture has been under
consideration by the leaders in agriculture in this hemisphere for several
decades, It has been discusscd from time to time as far back as the first
Inter-American Confercnce on Agriculture held in Washington in 1930, The
movement received considerable impetus when Vice President Henry Wallace,
then Secretary of Agriculture of the Unitad States, presentad a paper at
the Eighth Scientific Congress held in Washington in 1940 advocating the
formation of such an Institute., At that time he stated: o

"It is ourssincere belief that the establishnent of an Institute of
Tropical Agriculture is vital if Jestern Hemispherc agriculture is to develop
as it should. This proposal, which w:-in the Department of Agriculture have
been considering for a couple of years, has been :ndorsed by President
Roosevelt's Interdepartmental Committee on Cooperation with the American
Republics, The Institute would sarve c¢s a symbol of amity and of the economic
and cultural relations between the Americas, It would lcad to a better
balanced agricultural economy in the Westcrn Hemisphere. It would be in a
positi n to present comprchensive data on the vital agricultural problems of
all the American Republics. It would dzvelop 2 broad knowledge of pests and
discases common to the great tropical rogion. In bringing togethsr students
in agricultural science, it would promote a mutual understanding bctween these
future leaders in agriculture. Through cooperative research it would work
toward the solution of serious problems in crop and animal production such
as the Sigotoka discase of banas, Witchbroom and Manilia rot of cacao and
animal parasites.

"The Institute would not only nrovide technical training but also an
opportunity to acquire a knowledge of the :languages and the varied business
methods, standards of ethics, and viewpoiats of the Western Hemisphere.

"Rescarch on rubber production skould mcet with the approval of all
thosc interested in or responsiblc for Western Hemisphcere policies., Rubber
is the most important of all tropical sgricultural products, Although
indigenous to South america, rubber is not grown there commercially to any
extent. Indications are, that it could be and should be an important product
of this hbmlsphere. The Goodyear Comieany with its plantings in Costa Rica
and Panama, and the Ford Company with its plantings in thc amazon region of
Brazil, have pioncered in the -plantation-praduction of rubber here, Rescarch
should be underteken on modern production mathods under which we may
emphasize soil management and the duveloping of certain important high-yiclding
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disease and insect resistant strains which can be used in bud-
grafting. Such research would doubtless lead to the economical
production of rubber.

"t is our feeling that an institute of tropical agriculture
cannot be established unless, in the beginning at least, the bulk
of the necessary funds are subscribed by private foundations or
individuals. Governments of the American Republics could partici-
pate directly by sending students to study in the Institute, as-
signing problems to the Institute for solution, and perhaps
furnishing part of the faculty. The problems assigned to the
Institute would be of a kind that governments would find it
cheaper to pass on to the Institute for solution. The Institute,
of course, would be equipped to work on large and important
agricultural problems, at less cost and with greater certainty
of solution than clgewhere., ’ *

"DiS cussions of the Institute always bring up the question
of location. It is our feeling that it ‘should be located in a
Latin-American Republic under good enviroiwriental living conditionms,
but, at tho same time, be so situated as to be casily acces§iiade
to places having conditions favorable for tiae development of
tropical crops like rubber, abaca and vegetzble cils. Some
governments have indicated a desire to have such an institute in
their countrics, and a willingness to furaish sites for its
location."

The greatest impetus was rcceived when tias Office of the
Coordinator of Inter-fmerican Affairs allocated $500,000 for
the construetion and operation for the first year of suca an
Institute. $35,000 of these funds were made available to the
United States Department of Asriculture in October, 1941 for
the drawving up of plans and making of specifications for the
main buildings.

Under the auspices of the Inter-American Comnittec on
Agriculture, a committec of the Goveraing 3card of tihe Fan
American Union, a committee of three members from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture was sent to various countries to inspect
sites for the physical location of the Iastitute. In suming
up their report to the Inter-American Committee on Agriculture,
the cormmission on the selection of sites said:

"Having studied all the facts obtainable concernin:; tie
best site offered by each country, it remained for the committee
to evaluate those facts and to arrive at a decision as to waica
of all the sites offered seemed best adapted to the needs of the
proposed Institute. To this end, the following comparative
analysis of the data collected for one site in each country wags
prepared, in which each of the factors heretofore discussed was
broken down and the ilost favorable site in respect to each factor
was rated 1, the ncxt most favorable 2, and so, in other words,
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the committee has rated each proposed site in what it considers
to be its order of merit in regard, first, to accessibility;
second, to facilities and service; third, to health and ef-
ficiencyjy and fourth, to conditions affecting studies in tropical
agriculture, In many cases the differences between proposed
locations on any factor were small and the tabulation, perhaps,
does not give an accurate picture of the amount of difference
which existed between the various sites., For instance, in the
factor of health and efficiency there is a very slight difference
between any two sites since one of the prerequisites of any site
was that it be located in a healthful area. However, the table
does represent the studied conclusion of the members of the com=-
nittee as to the relative merits of each of the proposed sites.

"It will be noted that the Costa Rica site, with a total of
six points, has a great advantage over any and all other suggested
sites, and the committee therefore recommends that the site of-
fered in Costa Rica near the city of Turrialba be selected from
all the sites offered as being the best adapted to the needs
of the Institute.

"The site whicl wus finally chosen is near Turrialba. The town
of Turrialba is on the mein railroad between San José and the chief
port, Puerto Limdn, in what is called thc Valley of the Reventazdn,
after the river by that name vhich passes through ite It is also
on the highway from San José to Limdn, which is at presont partially
completede It is 112 kilometers from Limdén and 75 from San José.

The road to 8an José is normally negzotiable in about onc and one-half
bours. The specific site selected adjoins the outskirts of Turrialba
and comprises all of Finca Cabiria (240 hcctares), a part of Finca
Florencia (110 hectares), and part of Finca Aragdn (150 hectarcs),

a total of 500 hectares. These arc adjoining tracts and, together,
form a body of land which will be ‘well adapted to the growing of

many tropical crops, and, at thc same time, will furanish an attractive
building site. The lands lic along, and form a part of the area on
both sides of, a paved highway and on a branch of “the railroad to
Pejevalle, It is at an altitude of 2,050 feet. The climate is
typical of the wet tropics agriculturally, as indicated by the attached
tables, but is hcalthful and pleasant.

"The s0ils are volcanic matcrials varying from clays to coarse
gravels, In general, the surface soils are of good texture run-
ning down to coarser materials at 2 to 3 feet. At present parts
of the area appear to suffer somewhat from lack of drainage, but
there is ample outlet so that with adequate drains, it could be
put in good condition. The terrain is attractive and desirable
for building sites and experimental plots. The body of the property
is on a level mcsa overlooking the river, which lies at a

considerably lower level. '

I
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- nThis property would be suitablc for experimecntal cultivation
. of coffee, cacap, and sugar cane; coran and rice; fruit trees and
vegetable crops; though tho climate is somewhat wot for certain of
these, Sush as mangocs and avocados, it could be used for experimen-
tal work on livestock and dairying, under tropical conditions.
Rubber and abacd can be grown. experimentally, although the e%eva-
tion might prove slipghtly high for commercial production. The
region also lends itsclf to investigation of tropical problems
on = erosion control. Due to tho well distributed rainfell, thcre
is no opportunity in Turrialba itself for irrigation studies, but
it would be entirely suited to investigation and demonstration of
drainage practiccs. As a location for an extensive collcction of
tropical plants, this site is excellent. Tho altitude is not too
grcat for cultivating all spccies common to the tropical lowlands.
Therc is amplo opportunity to develop cinchona end other crops
requiring high elcvations within 2 to 3 kilomoters on the slopos
of the n¢ighboring hills and still further opportunitics within
10 kilomecters on the slopcs of the Turrialba volcano. Barley, wheat,
potatoes, and othor sierra crops are now grown cormcrcially on the
slopes of the Irazu volcano sbove Cartago and about 30 kilomcters
from the sites Tovard the East Coast there are within 40 kiloe ,
moters oxtensive arcas of wet lowlands suitable for studying pro-
duction of rubber, abacd, and oil palms. For studying problems
under the seasonal conditions of tho intermediate elovations,
cxcellent areas arc available in the Alajucla region already
described and 100 kilometers distante. The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Burcau of Plant Industry Rubber Experiment
Station adjoining proposcd site and the extensive Goodycar planta-
tion of Cairo 52 kilometers distant by railroad, offcer cxcellent
opportunity for collaboration on this iaportant crop and in co=-
operative use of the facilities devcloped.

nTurrialba tius offers within a distance of less than two
hours by car or train an almost complcte cross-s.ction of Tro-
pical American conditions. Turthermore, without bein: actually
on the seacoast in an ' Wdhealthy climcte, it rcpresents the wot
lowrland rcgions that are so asxtensive in Tropical Amcricas To a
large degreo the future development of Tropicsl American agri-
culture depoends upon the solution of the problems of these wet
lowland areas since the highlands arc .iorc fully deveclopede.

wThe town of Turrialba could provide most of the supplies and
services required for the Institute, and also thc city of Cartago,
35 kilometers distant, is the chief vegctable-growing and dairying
section of Costa Rica., The permeable naturc of the soil and the
excellent natural drainage of the arca serve to prevent the
development of riosquito larvae, thus decereasing the likclihood
of malarial infection.

"Sources of clectric power and water arc availuble, but os
developed at prescnt, would probably not bec sufficicnt for the
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necds of the Institute vhen it is in full operation. It has
alrecady been dectermincd that either one of two available power
plants can in a short period c¢f timoc expand their production to
takc care of the electricity nceds of the Institutc at extreaely
low cost. Ample sources of gravity water are available and can
bc made available in any quantity desired. Building matorials,
except steel and mechanical équipment, are available within the
country and are of zood quelity. Labor ia the Turrialba arca runs
from 2.25 colones (55 cents) per hour per 8-hour day ror common
labor to as much as 8C for plumbcrs and electricians. Carpenters,
painters, and masons can be obtained for ITrom 4 to 6 C (1 to 1.50)
per days In a gencral way, the ficurc used in estimating the
cost of reinforced concrete buildings is about 160 C (540) per
square meter for the firsc floor and 190 C por sguarce meter for
the second floor. Earthquake-resistznt construction is advisable,
However, although Turrialba hais exporicnced nray emall quakcs, it
has had none of scricus proportions. ’
|

The proposal of the Office of the Coordinator to allocate
$500,000 to the Institutc and the rocport of the Committec on
the selection of the sitc werce considered at the July 224
mecting of the Governing Board of the Pan Auscricon Unione XNo
final action was token ot this mecting and the projcct was
held over for consideration until arter the usual swamer
vacation.

The project was 2pain considercd at a meeting of the
Governing Board of thc Prn Amcrican Union on October 7, 1942.
At that mestiag tuc folloring resolutions werc passcd: (1)
Creation of thc Iastitute, ond (2) the epjointmznt cf Dr. Earl
N. Bressman a3 Dircctor,. and iire José L. Colon as Scerctary.

The District:of Columbia Corporation was formally sranted on
Junc 18, 1942 with the follO"lnF By-larg ond Certificate of
Incoroorgtlon'

~e
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of
THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE QF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
ARTICLE I
QFFICES

Section 1. The principal office shall be in the City of Washington,
District of Columbia.

Section 2. This Institute may also have an office or offices in such
other places in the American Republics as the members may from time to time
designate.

ARTICLE ITI
MEMBERS

Section 1. Until a treaty or convention is signed, this Institute
shall consist of twenty-one members and they shall be the representatives
of the twenty-one American Republics on the Governing Board of the Pan
American Union, presided over by its Chairman,

Section 2. The members of this Institute shall remain members during
the tenure of their membership on the Governing Board of‘the Pan American Union,

) Section 3, The annual rseting of the members of thi:Institute shall be
held without notice at the principal office of the Institute within the City
of Washington, District of Columbia, at three o'clock on the first Wednesday
in October of each year, if not a legal holiday, and if a legal holiday then
on the next secular‘day following,

Section L. Special meetings of the mem?ers of this Institute may be
called by the Chairman and shall be called upon request in writing by the

Director or any of its members,
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Séction 5 A majority of the members of this Institute, present in
person or by proxy, shall constitute a quorum at all meeting\s of .the members
for the transaction of business except as otherwise providéd by statute, by
the certificate of incorporation or by these by-laws,

ARTICLE III
NOTICES

Section 1. Whenever under the provisic:ms of the statutes, or of the
certificate of incorporation, or of these by-laws, notice is required to be
given to any member of this Institute, such notice may be given in writing,
by delivery to the address of the member, or by mail by depositing the same
in the post office or letter box in a post-paid sealed wrapper addressed to
such member,

ARTICLE IV

COMPENSATION

i

Seget.on 1, No member of this Institute shall receive any compensation
for his services to the Institute,
ARTICLE V
OFFICERS
Section 1., The officers of this Institute shall consist of a Director
and a Secretary., The Director shall be elected by the members of this
Institute for a term of three years, -The Secretary shall be appoin'tt.?d by
the Director with the approval of the membaers of the Institute, The officerz
of the Institute shall hold of fice until their respective successors shall
be chosen and shall qualify, but they may be re'moved at any time with or

without cause by vote of the majority of the members of this Institutc who

may at any annual or special meeting fill any vacancy however caused. The
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members of this Institute shall determine the campensation of all officcrs of
this Institute,

Section 2, (a) The Directof shall have general and active managament
of the business of this Institute and shall see that all ordsrs aﬂd resolutions
of the members are carried into effect.

(b) The Director shall execute all contracts, conveyances,
bonds and other instrumcnts requiring a seal, under the seal of this Institute,
except where required or permitted by law to be otherwise sigied and executed
and except where the signing and exccution thereof shall be expressly dssignated
by the members to some other officer or agent of this Institute,

(¢) The Director undsr the supervision of thse members of this
Institute shall have ths power to appoint, remove and de*.rminc the compensation
of employeces,

(d) The Direcctor shall submit an annucl report to thc members
of this Institute at the annual mceeting, setting forth the progress, accomplish-
ments and work of this Instituts during tge year, its financial condition and
status, budget and plans for the ensuing ycar. He shall transmit to the Pan
American Union for distribution to the governments of the American Republicé
copies of such annual report.. |

Séction 3. The Secretary shall attend all mectings of tho mambars of
this Institute and record all votes and minutes of all proccedings in a book
to be kept for that purpose., He shall distribute copies of the minutcs to the
members at least ten days before the subscquent meeting at which they will be
considered for approval, He shall kxesp the rcecords of this Institute, send
out its notices, and guncrally excrcise all powers and perform all duties

normally incident to the officc of Sceretary, He shall certify, for any
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and all purpésés, coﬁies of'theirecords of this Institute., He shall
keep in safe custody the seal 6f the Institute,
ARTICIE VI
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Sectjon 1., Each one of the Republics represented in the Institute shall
have the right to appoint an agricultural expert to be its representative
in a Technical Advisory Council of the Institute which will meet in the place
where.the Institute has its field headquarters, The membars of the Technical
Adviscry Council shall serve until appointment of a successor.

Section 2, The Technical Advisory Council shall consider the
questions of general policy pertaining to the advancement of education aéd
science in the American Republics through teaching, rescarch, experimentation
and extension activities in the sciences and art of agriculturc, and other
related arts and sciences, |

~

Bection 3. The Technical Advisory Council may make recommendations

‘to this Institute concerning the advancement of thc purposcs for which this

Institute was organized., The Technical Advisory Council shall receive the
annual rcport of the Director,

Section g. Regular meetings of the Technical Advisory Council shall
be held at least esvery six monihs on the first Monday of Februery, and
the first Monday of July, if not a legal holiday. The first regular
meeting shall be held on the first Monday of February, 194i., |

Section 5. The Director shall preside over all meeﬁings of the

Technical Advisory Council,
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Section 6, Special meetings of the Téchnical Advisory Council will be
held as ofﬁen as necessary and such meeting chall be called by the Director
of his own initiative or at the written request of a majority of the members
of the Councii. Such reéﬁest of the Council shall statc the purpose or
purposes of the proposed meetinge.

Section 7, Notices of the special mectings of the Technical Advisory
Council shall reach its members in reasonable time,

Section 8. No mamber of the Technical Advisory Council, as such, shall
receive from the Institute any pecuniary compensation for his services,
Prpvision may be made, however, by the Institute, for reimbursing any member
of the Council for travel or other specified scrvices and cxpemses incurred .
on behalf of the Institute, ‘

ARTICLE VII
FISCAL YZAR

Section 1. The fiscal year shall begin on the first day of July of cach
year,

Section 2, The Pan American Union shall act as fiscal agent for, and on
bzhalf of, the Institute, and as such receive and disburse the funds of the
Institute, |

ARTICLE VIII

SEAL

Section 1. The seal of this Institute shall havc inscribed thereon the
name of the Ihstitute, the year of its organization and the words, "Institute
Seal, Washington, D, C,"
ARTICLE IX
Al IENDUENTS
Section 1, These by-laws may be amended, altered or rcpealed by the affirma-

tive vote of the majority of the members of the Institute or at any mceting of

-
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

of

THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCITNCILS

We, the undersigned, all citizens of the United States, and a majority
citizens and residents of the District of Columbia, desiring to associate
ourselves as a corporation pursuant to the provisions of the District of
Columbia Code (Title 29, Chapter 6, 1940 Edition), do hereby certify as follows:

First: The name by which this corporation shall be known shall be

THE INTER-AMFRICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
Second: The term of existence of this Institute shall be perpetual,
provided that the existence of this Institute may be modified by the mcmbers
of this Institute following the consummation of a treaty or convention between
the governments of the Amcrican Republics providing for the establishment and
maintenance of an organization haviné purposcs similar to this Institute,
Third: The business and objectives of this Institutc arz to encourage
and advance education and sciencet in the American Republics through teaching,
research, experimentation, extension activitics, general education and training
in the science and art of agriculture, and oth.r related arts and scicnces;
and in furtherance of the business and objetts of this Institute.
(2) To develop, establish, construct, improve, equip, finance,
operate, supervisce, and give assistance in the establishment
and maintcnance of an institgte or institutes and branches

/
thereof, experiment stationsy farms, ranches, laboratories
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educational and scientific:centers, libraries, and other physical

plants and facilities, in any or all of the Amcrican Republics,

and, within its discretion, make available such institute or

institutes and branches thercof, experiment stations, farms, ranches,
laboratories, educational and scientific centers, libraries, and other
ﬁhysical plants and facilitics, and the results accomplished thercin,

to any American Republic,-local government, person, firm, association,
corporation, institution, or other bpdy of persons however designated,
(b) To édfchéée, accept, take, lease, recoivc, or acquire (by gift.
contribution, bequest, devise, or otherwise), to own and hold, opgrate,.
manage, develép, and improve any property, or interests in property,
‘real or\personal, without limitation as to the amount or value, in
any of the American Republics; to give, grant; donate, lend, sell,'
assign, transfer, exchange, convey, lcasce, mortgage, pledge, hyyothecate,
or otherwise excrcise all privilege of ownership over such property.

(¢) To collaborate with and aid or assist in any manner whatsoe&er by
loan, granté-in,aid'or otherwise,Aof money and assets, and to othcrwise
lend assistance, to any American Republie, local government, person,
firm, association, corporation, institution, or other body of persons
however designated,Ain the realization of the purposss of this Institute,
(d) To receive gifts, contributions, gratuitics, and donations of

monay and property, or interests in property, both rcal and personal,.
from any Ameri;an Republic, local government, person, firm, association,

corporation, institution, or other body of persons however designatéd.
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(e) To enter into, meke, perform and carry out contracts and
agreements of every kind and description, without limit as to
amount, with any American Republic,vlocal government, pErsqg,

firm, association, corporation, institution, or other body of

persons howevcer designated,

(f) To cultivate, grow, or otherwise produce, harvest or other-

wise gather, purchase, take or otherwise acquire, deal in, store,

handle, prepare, manufacture, process, market, transport, ship,
sell, donate, or othsrwise dispose of all agricultural commoditics
and.products thercof, and all other supplics necessary or desirable
to carry out the purposcs of this Institutec,

(g) Ingeneral to carry on any other business in connection with

the foregoing, suitable and propar for the accomplishment of the

business and objccts of this Institute,

Fourth: This Institute shall be a membcrship corporation, and shall
have no capital stock., This Institute shall consist of twenty-one mcmbers
and they shall be the representatives of the'twentyhone American Rcpublics
on the Governing Board of thc Pan imerican Union,

Except as otherwise provided in the certificatc of incorporation,
phe rights, powers and duties of the members, and all other matters pertaine-
ing to the membership and conduct,'managenunt and control of the business,
property, apd affairs of this Institute shall bc as ~rovided from time to
time in the by-laws of this Institute,

Fifth: The Pan American Union shall act as fiscal agent for, and
on behalf of, the Institute, and as such receive and disburse the funds

of the Institute,
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Sixth: There shall be a Teghnical Advisory Council composed of
a representative of each of the American Republics., The members of the,
Technical Advisory Council shall be appointed by the reSpccﬁive governments
of the American Republics,

Seventh: The principal officeé of this Institute shall be in
Washington, District of Columbia, but this Institute shall have the power
to establish and maintain other offices in the American Republics,

Eighth: This Institute is deemed to bc an educational, scicntific ,
and charitable arganigzation and is formed for purposes other than profit,

Nintl.. This Institute shall have no au£hority to issuc capital stock,

Tenth: The privatc property of the incorporators, :wembers, officcrs,
and employees of this Institutc shall not be subject to payment of the
debts of this Institute. |

Ileventh: Meetings of the nembers of this Institute mey be held
without the District of the Columbia if the by-laws so provide., The
books of this Institutc may be kept outside the District of Columbia at
such place or places as may be from time to time designated by the members,

Twelfth: This Institute rcescrves the right'to amend, alter, change,
or repcal any provision contained in this certificatc of incorporatioh in
the same manncr now or hercaftzr prescribed by staztute, upon the approval
of a majority of its members and subjcet to the approval of the Pan American
Union and all rights confcrred upon the members arc‘granted subjcct to

this reservation,

IN TESTIMONY WHERECF, we this day cf 1942, hereunto
set our hands and secals, |
(SEAL)
(SEAL)
(SEAL)

1376
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APPOINTHENTS

The first official of the Institute was Dr, Earl N. Bressman, who
was appointed Director by the Board of Directors of the Institute. The
Director selected Mr. José L. Colom, Chief of the Division of Agriculture
of the Pan American Union, as the Secretary and this appointment was con-
firmed by the Board of Directors at the meeting of October 7, 1942.

The Certificate of Incorporation of the Institute provides that the
Pan American Union shall be the fiscal agent. Hence lir, Lowell Curtiss,
Treasurer of the Pan American Union, has acted as Treasurer of the Insti-
tute, He has received and disbursed funds of the Institute since its
inception and has prepared a financial statement that will be found in
another part of this annual report. In addition, he has provided for an
audit of the funds by 'illiam Gordon Buchanan and Conmpany, Certified Pub-
lic Accountants of wWashington, D. C. . .

The first employee appointed by the Director was lir, Robert A, Nichols,
as agriculturist in charge of operations at Turrialba, Costa Rica. ir,
Nichols, a graduate of Oregon Stat4 College, and for seven years in charge
of the United States Department of the Interior Agricultural Experiment
Station in the Virgin Islands, was appointed on October 15, 1942. He pro-
ceeded to Turrialba as quickly. as possible and took up residence there about
November 1, 1942, and began his studies of the land that was to be donated
by the Costa Rican Government to the Institute, Ilr. Nichols has been
actively in charge ever since and, since operatlons began about the first of
March, has been working about 150 men each week in changing a finca into an
educatlonal and research institution,

The next appointment by the Director was Lir., Rex A. Pixley, as Business
Manager., lir, Pixley had been Assistant Fiscal Advisor for the Haitian Govern-
ment for about eighteen years and had been second in charge of a development
missioh to Bolivia, He was appointed as of Hovember 1, 1942, and proceeded
to San José, Costa Rica, in December where he made his headquarters until
August 14, 1943, Mr. Pixley carricd on most of the negotiations with the
Costa Rican Government that led to the contract with that Government and to
the acquisition of the land at Turrinlba for the Institute., In addition,
he drew up a contract with the Northern Railway Cormpany for the construction
of the dormitory and pcrmanent buildings, In addition, ir, Pixley worked on
the arrangements with the Panamn Railroad Company to purchase certain nceded
materials for the Institute. He carriczd on the general business operations
of the Institute in Costa Rica., L. Pixley resigned as of August 31, 1943,
to accept, at a greatly increased salary, a position as Collecctor of Customs
in Iran., Fis resignation was a great loss to the Institute for he not only
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carried on an efficient operation, but he also made many friends among the
diplomatic corps and Costa Rican Government officials, It will be almost
impossible to replace him and an agriculturist with experience in business
will be selected to carry on this work, Until a new appointment is made
Mr, Nichols will act as Business lianager. The office in San José has been
closed and all operations in Costa Rica will be carried on from Turrialba.

On March 16, 1943, lr. V. C. Pettit was appointed Purchasing Engineer.
Mr, Pettit had worked on the original plans and specifications for the
buildings that were prepared by the United States Department of Agriculture,
He has had experience as a construction engineer and as a procurement
officer for the United States Government. All the materials purchased in
the United States for the construction of the permanent buildings were bought
and shipped to Costa Rica by Mr, Pettit, The eldborate procedure necessary
to procure materials during war times is outlined by ifr, Pettit in his report
on priorities and purchases found elsewhere in this annual report.

Mr. Oscar Echandi was appointed field superintendent at Turrialba on
April 1, 1943, lir. Echandi is a graduate of the local agricultural college
where he specialized in animal industry. After graduation Lir. Echandi was
an employee in the Veterinary Division of the Costa Rican Department of
Agriculture., Under Mr, Nichols' supervision he has direct charge of the
field force of about 150 employes that is building roads, making field
plots, pruning, cleaning and picking coffee, and similar operations,

Mr, Jorge Granados was appointed as timekeeper and zeneral office
assistant on April 1, 1943. !&°, Granados, after the resignation of iir.
Pixley, was placed in charge of the office work at Turrialba under the
general direction of Lir. Nichols.

On April 15th an arrangement was made with the Office of the Coordinator
of Inter-American Affairs to place lir., Joseph Fennell, a former employee of
the Bureau of Plant Industry of the United States Department of Agriculture,
at the Institute to carry on certain resecarch on fruits and vegetables.
"This work is boing carricd on as a cooperative enterprise between the
Institute and the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, UMr,
Fennell is an outstanding authority on fruits and vegetables in the tropics
and has specialized in grape breeding for the last eight years. He is in
direct charge of the field plot work on fruits and vegetables at the field
headquarters. Already he has obtained interesting results on the immunity
of various grape hybrids to the usual diseases and insect pests found on
grapes in the tropics, Some of his results on the lack of phosphorus in
the soils at Turrialba and his promisings results with certain crops such as
cabbage collards, edible soybeans, and various kinds of beans are found
elsewhere in this annual report,
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AGREEMENT WITH THE COSTA RICAN GOVERNMMENT

In November, 1942, the Dircctor began discussions with thc Costa
Rican Government officials about an agrccment for the operation of the
Institute in that country., Thesc discussions wore carried on in
detail by the Busincss Manager, Mr. Pixley. Thesc lcd to the drafting
of a contract that was mutually bencficial and it was signed by tac
Director of the Institute and the Secerctary of Agriculture of Costa
Rica on Deccimber 5th and ratifiod by the Congress of Costa Rica on
Dccember 16, 1942, This contract, unanimously agreed upon by the
Congress, is as follows:

AGREZMENT BETYEEN THE SECRETLRY OF /CRICULTURE OF COST.. RIC: -ND
THE DIRECTOR OF THE INTER=.JERIC..N INSTITUIE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIINCZS.

#We, the undersigned, larianc iiontealogre Carazo, Sccrotary of
Agriculturc, duly authorized by thac Prcsideat of the Ropublic of Costa
Rica, and Dr. Earl Norman Bressmen, Dircctor of the Inter-armerican
Institute of igricultural Scicnccs, hercby cater iato the following
agreement:

In accordanco with thc rccommendations containced ia the report
approved by the Intor-American Comaittec on Agriculture on the cstablish-
nnent of the Intcr-American Institute of sAgriculturzl Scicnces, dated
June 23, 1942, it was agreed to accept the rcconmendation containod in
the Roport of tho Tochnical Committce which studicd the sites offercd by
the various governments in their respoctive territorics for thc location
of the Institutc.

Under date of July 2, 1942, the Committce on agriculturc subaitted
for consideration by the Governing Board of the Pan .wacrican Union a rceport
in which the Organizing Committee accopted the recommendation of the
Technical Committeo that the Institutc be locatod in Costa Ricas On ,
October 7, 1942, the Govorning Board approved this rccommsendation of the
Committec on Agriculturc to the offcct tihat the Institute be cstablished
in Costa Rica.

l. Therefore, it is agreed that, in accordance with the
offers of the Govornnent of Costm Rica of June 27, 1941, and
August 25 of the same year, and in accordance with the recom=
ricndation of the Technical Comaission, the ficld hcadquartcers
of tae Institute shall be cstablisiod at the site Tinally chosen
near Turrialba., This specific sitc adjoins the outskirts
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of Turrialba and comprisos all of thc Finca Cabiria (240 hectares),
a part of tho Finca Florcacia (110 hoectarcs), and part of Finca
Aragdn (150'hectarcs), a total of 500 hcetarcs. All thosc arc
adjacent tracts.

2. The Goverament of Costa Rica agrecs to provide an ad-
ditional 500 hecturcs of lond from the adjoining properties for
tho future cxpansion of the Institute. The dotzils involved in
supplying this luand will be worked out bctween the Costa Rican
Government and the proporty owners through options. The Government
of Costa Rica agroes to make any disbursements nccessary to cover
the cost of additional land acquirod.

3+ It is agrced that the tori of existcnce of the Institute
shall be porpectucl, cousistent with the provisions of the Certificate
of Incorporation, and shall cpjoy in Costa Riea such facilities and
privileges as arc customery for other Departments of the Govern-
ment.

Le In occordance with Articlc III of tho Cortificate of
Incorporation of thec Institute, thc Govormmcnt of Costa Rica
oauthorizes this organization to eacourcge aand advance cducation
and sciencces in Costa Rica and in tiic other Amcrican Republics
through tcaching, rescarch, cxperimontatioh, cxtcnsion activitios,
goncral cducation and training in tho scicnce and art of agri-
culturo, and other rolatcd zrts and scicnces; znd in furthercnce
of thc businocss and objocts of this Institute.

(a) To 8cvelop, cstablish, coastruct, improve, cquip,
finanee, opcrate, supcrvisc, and givc assistance in tho
establishment and maintennnce of an institute or institutes
and branchcs thoreof, cxperiment stations, faras, rancaes,
laboratorics, cducational and seiontific conterg libravius,
and other physicel plants and facilities, in Costa Rica and
in any or all of tho othor Americon Republiecs, and within

its discrction, makc available such institute or institutes,
and branciacs thercoi, cuxporimcat stations, farms, rancics,
laboratorics, cducational cnd scientific ccnters, libraries,
and other physical plants end facilitics, nad thc results
accoaplished thercin, to any Amcrican Rcpublic, local govorn-
nent, pcrson, firm, association, corporation, institution, or
other body of pcrsons howover dcsign-~ted.

(b) To’'purchasc, accept, t-ke, lease, rcccive, or acquire

(by gift, contribution, bequcst, devise, or othcrwisc), to
ovn and hold, opcratc, manage, dovelop, and improve any
property, or interests in property, rcal or pcorsonal, without
limitation as to thc amount o‘r2value, in Costa Rica 2nd in
1y of the othor American Republics; to give, grant, donate,
lend, sell, assign, transfor, oxcaange, convey, lcaso,
mortgage, pledge, hypoticcate or othormiise cxcrcisc 2ll
privileges of owncrship ovcr such property.

A
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(¢) To collaborate with and aid or acssist in any mzancr
whatsoover by lozi, graants-in-cid or othzrwisc, of moncy and
asscts, and to otherwisc lond assistzncs, to any Amcrican
Republic, local govoeramcnt, porson, firm, associction,
corporation, institution, or other body of rcrsons howoever
designated, ia the rcalization of tae purposcs of this
Institutc. :

(d) To receive gifts, contributions, gratuitics, and

donations of rnoacy and propcrty, or interosts i property,

both rcal and personal, from any Amcrican Rcpublic, local
goverament, pcrson, firm, association, corporction, iastitution
or other body of pcrsons however designoted.

(B) To cnter into, rnke, pezrform znd c~rry oucv contracts

and agrcoments of evory kind and desceription, without linmit
as to anount, with any Ansrican rRepublic, locsl governmeat,
person, firm, association, corporation, iast.ution, or

othor body of worsons however dosiznatoed. ’

(f) - To cultivate, grow, or othcrwisc prodiics, larvest, or
otherwisc gather, purchasec, t-kc or oti:crwise acguirc, deal
in, storc, haadlc, proparc,, maaufzeturc, recocess, market,
transport, siip, scll, donatc, or othcrwinc dispose of all
agricultural commoditics and products ticrdof, ard all othoer
supplics nccessary or desiroble to carry cut the purposcs of
this Instituto.

1

(g) In genernl to carry on ~uy otiacr busiincss in conncction
with thc foregoing, suitnoble aand propcer f'or the accomplishmont
of the busincss and objcecte of this Iustitutc.

5. It is agrecd that the Institute shall be an cducational, scicn-
tific and charitable orcanization, formed for .urposcs other than -
profit,.

6. It is =grced that the Goverament of Cossa Rica will
excapt thc Institutc end its personncl, oticr thea thosc of Costa
Ricaon rationality, from loczl and national tazation and custon:.
duticse

7. It is agrced that tiic porsonncl of tiac Inttitutc, including
students and seicntists, visiting or attached to thc Institute, shzall
have froecdon of movement within the couatry cnd be ciubjceted to 2
ninimun of formalitics upon catry into or uwoa leavi.:; Costa Rica.
Lxeaption from the legal catrance deposit normally roguired of
Torecigncrs shall be granted.

8. Whenover it is dcoucd coavenicnt, the Instituts: may
ostablish for thec benofit of its ovn personncl a rotircreint,
pension ond sedical assistanco fund, indcpendent of any such fund
alrcady cstoblished ia the country; and it is understood and agreed
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that once such a fund 1s cstablished both the Institute and its
staff will be czempt from contributing to thc above-mentioned

" national fund.

9. It is 2grcecd that tiac privatce proporty of tic officcrs
and cmployces of this Institutc chi~ll not bc subject to payment
of the dcbts of this Institute.

10. The Governmcnt of Costa Rica agrces to provide such
vrotcction for the Institutc as is customary in protccting the
property of other branches of its Government,

11, The present cgrcomcat shall be ratified by the Congrcss
of the Republic of Costa Rica. In witness whercof, we sign this
in duplicate in the city of San José at cleven o'clock, Decccmber

5y 1942.

Mariano Re. Montcalegre

Sceretary of Agriculturc of Costa Rica

Barl W. Bressnion

Director, Iater-aicrican Institute of
Agricultural Scicneos,

(Ratificd by the Congress of Costa
Rica on Decembor 16, 1942).
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FIELD HEADQUARTERS - TURRIALBA, COSTA RICA

L J

Following the recommendations of the Committee on the selection of
sites, the Institute carefully surveyed the land offered by the Costa Rican
Government at Turrialba, The agreement with that Government called for the
donation of 500 hectares of land immediately and the optioning of 500 hec-
tares contiguous to the original grant. The first block of 350 hectares of
land was acquired by the Costa Rican Government from a corporation operating
a coffee and sugar plantation. This beautiful site overlooking the
Reventazon River became the seat of the first operations.

Most of the land was planted to coffee and sugar and some was in pas=-
ture., There were no buildings on the site but there were hard surfaced
roads that made most parts of the land accessible. However, it was necessary
for the Institute to construct about two miles of road to reach all parts
of the grounds. In addition, the pruning of the shade and coffee had been
samewhat neglected for five years and so considerable work had to be done
to put the area into condition for operation by the Institute. Also it was
necessary to eliminate some of the coffee so as to provide land for plot
work., About fifteen hectares of land have been carefully prepared for plots
suitable for research.

. Because there were no buildings whatever on the land donated to the
Institute at Turrialba it was necessary to meke provision as soon as possible
for living quarters, office and warechouse space. The shortage of construction
materials in Costa Rica made it difficult to construct any building entirely

- from materials purchased locally. A search was made, thercfore, for existing
buildings and a well-constructed house was located near the Atlantic coast

on an abhandoned banana farm. Arrangements were made for the purchasc and
transfer of this house to the site at Turrialba, This was consummated in

two and a half months time and a combination dwelling for the agriculturist

in charge and guest house was occupied on June 1lst., There is ample room in
the house to take care of as many as six guests., There have been several
distinguished visitors and the house has been a great convenience in taking
care of them as well as furnishing headquarters for the Institute's activities
in Turrialba.

Previous to June lst the Institute was aided greatly by the excellent
cooperation of Dr. T. J. Grant, Head of the United States Department of
Agriculture rubber field station which adjoins the Institute. Dr. Grant
made many of his facilities available to the Institute and cased the difficult
work of beginning a field operation that had no facilities.,
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Considerable effort has been spent in landscaping the guest house,
A beautiful two acre lawn was quickly developed and a large number of native
plants and shrubs planted so the building presents a very fine appearance.
Summit Gardens in the Canal Zone sent many fine ornamentals for planting
on the guest house grounds. :

Inasmuch as shipping would be uncertain and building materials would

.arrive irregularly and in large quantities it was necessary to construct a

bodega for handling this material. A semi-permanent building, 40 x 100 feet
with tile roof, was quickly constructed and made ready for occupancy by the
first of May. This building was constructed entirely of local materiaks

and it was possible to get it built quickly only through the fine cooperation
and assistance of the Northern Ra lway Company. In addition to storing such
materials as steel, cement, lumber and other building materials it has pro- .
vided a place for storing tools for farm operations. It also has provided
space for shop work for construction of furniture and operating materials |
badly needed.

The bodega is located at a strategic place on the building site. A
branch line of the Northern Railway Company goes by one side of the building
and the highway the other side. Accordingly, materials can be loaded or un-
loaded from either railway cars or trucks. One end of the building is sealed
off to provide office space and the storage of smaller and more valuable
naterials, This building was partly completed at the time of the laying of
the cornerstone and' provided shelter for these excrcises.

March 19, 1943, is an important date in the history of the Institute
for it was on that day that President Rafael Angel Calderén Guardia of Costa
Rica and Vice President Henry A. Wallace of the United States journeyed to
Turrialba and inaugurated the first field office of the Institute by laying
the cornerstone of the new dormitory building, Early in the morning of
March 19 the President and the Vice Presidecnt left San José by automobile.
Along the beautiful highway they were grceted by school children at Cartago,
Juan Vifias and Parafso. At Turrialba, local officials met them and escorted
the official party to the site of the ceremonies on the Institute grounds
about three miles from the town., These three miles were lined with gaily
dressed school children waving Costa Rican and American flags.

Before a crowd estimated by local papers at 10,000 people, thec President
and Vice President gave stirring addresses setting forth the aims of the
Institute and what its work will mean to the agriculture of thc hemisphere,
The President of Costa Rica said in part:

"Because we know that the significance of this Institute for the
future of Costa Rica exceeds the calculations of present foresight; because
we cherish the conviction that this is ons of the most valuable projects

(fortunately alrcady on the road to successful realization), which the
authorities of our country have ever known; because we are fully aware of .
what this Institute will mean in technical advances, and therefore in an
expanded and flourishing agriculturc, we considar the erection of this
Institute in our country a wonderful gift, which will merit the everlasting
gratitude of Costa Ricans,
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"Furthermore, it will magnificently serve the ideal of an effective

Pan Americanism, Founded in order to "encourage and advance education and
sciences in Costa Rica and in the other American Republics through teaching,
research, experimentation, extension activities, general education and train-
ing in the science and art of agriculture," - so reads part of the contract
in question - we are already looking forward to seeing here together within
a short time thousands of young students from the twenty-one American Re-

| publics, enjoying the friendly companionship characteristic of their age and

the cammunity of interests created by science among its followers, cultivating

our fertile soil, enjoying our mild climate and our Arcadian peace. In their

scientific studies there will certainly prevail a noble desire to excel in

i order to take a treasure of preclous knowledge back to their home countries,

! and in the matter of continental union, they will give life to the marvelous

| dream of our heroes of independence,

"Costa Rica will collaborate, I promise you, Mr. Vice President, in
the success of this Institute, It is entrusted to us and we shall strive
to the best of our ability to make its activities and development requite
the legitimate expectations of the continent and the wise inspifation that
gave it life." -

Vice President ilallace, speaking in Spanish, replied in part:

"In agriculture, isolated research projects have a limited value, It
i is absolutely necessary to bring together the various projects not only here
at the Institute, but also in the agencies throughout™ the hemisphere that
arc charged with carrving out such studies. An important aspect of this work
involved the analysis and coordination of such activities as far as the limi-
tations of the Institute will permit. This work of coordination will grow
in importance with time and with the progress made by various entities in
their findings. In the scope of these broad studies should be included land
planning and distribution, the conservation of natural resources, the utili-
zation of water power - so abundant here at Turrialba - and the relation
between industrial development and agriculture,

"The changes in agriculture arc gradual because of its very nature.
Crops and stock develop slowly. Habits, some well founded and others not,
must be analyzed and techniques of expansion developed before discoveries
can be utilized.

| "The Institute is starting under difficult conditions as far as the
lack of materials for the construction of its buildings is concerned, I
admire the fortitude of its directors and staff as they set about their
work in the full knowledge of these obstacles. Sverything augurs great
progress in a brief time,"

At the close of the ccremonies the Minister of Agriculture, Sefior
Don Mariano Montecalegre, on behalf of the Costa Rican Government, presented
the first 1300 acres of land to the Director of the Institute. ilembers of
the diplomatic corps in Costa Rica sat on the stage, which was decorated
with the flags and escutcheons of the 21 Amcrican Republiecs. The csremoniecs
i werc conducted in front of the Institute's first building, a combined office
and storage house, which had been coumplcted in less than one month's time.
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" The party then proceeded to the center of the Institute grounds at

the site of the permanent buildings. There the President placed a roll of
important papers in the cornerstone. These papers included a copy of each
of the following: the Institute's charter, its contraft with the Costa Rican
Government, the issue of the Costa Rican Coffee Institute's journal devoted
to the new institution, a number of a local magazine containing pictures and
articles on the subject, and the speeches just delivered. The Vice President
covered the receptacle in the stone and the ceremonies were completed,

A tour of the Institute grounds followed and an inspection was made of
the new permanent roadways, field plots, stone quarries, and coffee and cane
fields, Great interest was shown in the beautiful plots of food crops,
planted and growing. Trials of the best varieties to grow in the tropics,
effects of different dates of planting, etc., were observed., A series of
plantings in which the same seed lots were used for plantings once a week
for 52 weeks promised to give some striking results. In other words, the
Institute's first research efforts were examined. The food crop rcsearch is
under the direction of Joseph Fennell, a former United States Department
of Agriculture employee now assigned to the Institute by the Office of the
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, Mr. Fennell, the foremost breeder
of tropical grapes in this hemisphere, has several hundred types growing in

"Costa Rica, \ :

Favorable comment on the splendid work accomplished was expressed by
many of the visitors. In a short period of tims a dream of decades was
turned into a reality., Evidences of an efficient research and training
center were observed. The fundamental work nocessary to place the agricul=-
ture of the hemisphere second to none was inaugurated on this March Qay.
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REPORTS OF PROGRESS

Beginning in March 1943, when the work at Turrialba got underway, a
report was made monthly to the Director General of the Pan American Union
in regard to the Institute's activities. Extracts from these reports give
a general idea as to not only the activities undertaken, but also the pro-
gress from month to month. Fdér example, in kiarch it was reported that the
Washington headquarters of the Institute concluded negotiations with the
Board of Zconomic Warfare through whom priorities to purchase the critical
building materials to be shipped to Costa Rica from the United States are
obtaine®., A high priority rating was established for the Institute and all
materials required at this time have been ordered.

Estimates were also prepared of quantities of non-critical materials
which it was believed should also be supplied from the United States and an
export license was obtained for these together with the critical materials,
Bids were solicited and contracts awarded for all the non-critical materials
needed to begin construction and for all critical materials which will be
needed for the first sixty days construction. The materials for which con-
tracts have been made include cement, lime for use in concrete, concrete
reinforcing steel and wire mesh, nails and tie wire for concrete forms,
metal lath for plastering special locations, galvanized iron for roof
flashing, insulation for roofs, expansion joint platss, miscellaneous
anchors and steel plates, screen for porches, etc., electric wire for resi-
dences and pipe materials for olumbing "roughing in",

It then became necessary to work out engineering details such as shop
drawings, bendins lists, etc., with the various suppliers of these materials
before fabrication, cutting, etc., could be done. This work progressed in
March along with the making of applications and obtaining ship space allot-
ments for shipments of these materials, as well as assembling of materials
when it appears they will be ready for shipment within a three week period.

Arrangements were also made for the purchass and transportation to
Turrialba of a truck and other commercial vehicles for the transportation
of materials and workers at the site of the Institute. Vegetable seeds
required for experiments were purchased and shipped from Washington, as well
as other necessary equipment and materials for the Institute, Orders for
all of these items were filled and the work up to date at the end of March.

During April the Director formally accepted on behalf of the Institute
from the Costa Rican Government the portions of the Cabiria and Florencia
Fincas that are to be part of the Institute grounds., The portion of the
Aragon Finca that was to meke up the remaining portion of 5C0 hectares was
being negotiated. At that time it appeared that the additional 500 acres
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that the Institute was to receive from the Costa Rican Government would be
transferred at the same time. The Business lanager of theg Institute hac
almost daily discussiong with officials of the Costa Rican Government in
regard to the land that the Institute had yet to receive.

The Institute continued to use from 100 to 150 men on general work on the
ground that the Institute then formally owned. The following will give you
an idea of the operations carried on by these laborers:

The bodega and office and the guest house were practically completed. J
{

Approximately 75 acres of coffee were pruned and the shade over .
said 75 acres properly trimmed.

Planted during the last half of April 95 rows (150 feet long) of
vegetables for the primary purpose of obtaining data relative to
best varieties, cultural requirements, insect and disease control
and the general problems incident to vegetable production under
tropical conditions. Llost of these vegetables are now in growth,

The Director of the Institute worked out a cooperative agreement
and arrangsment with the Food Supply Division of the Coordinator's Office and
certain research work is being done at Turrialba on food crops. Lir, Joseph
Fennell is actively in charge of this work which involves the production of
a very complete collection of varieties and types of vegetables,

- During the month of April plans for ihe dormitory and faculty resi-
dences were revised in order to eliminate insofar as possible the use of
critical materials which were included in the original plans, prepared be-
fore the war. The revised plans still provide for good and suitable build- ;
ings which are earthquake resistant. Detailed lists of sizes, weights, etc., ‘
of materials such as plumbing supplies were made. |

War Shipping Board allotments wera secured for the movement of
materials to the extent of space available for the months of lay and June,
Suppliers of various lines were in‘erviewed and quotations requested on tools
and equipment for construction work at the Institute. The first actual ship-
nent of reinforcing steel, together -:ith plumbing supplies, sheet metal and
metal lath was reported to be leaving New Orleans the second week in May.
During the month of April the Institute contracted for the purchase of about
$70,000 worth of materials for the construction.of the buildings.

The Director spent from lay 17 to 31 in Puerto Rico and Haiti. In
the former place he attended a meeting of the Board of Regents of the Trop-
ical Institute of Puerto Rico of which he is a member. A proposal by the
Tropical Institute for a cooperative project in the Cauca Valley was dis-
cussed, It was held for further corsideration., The Director was accompanied
by Governor Tugwell in looking over the agricultural situation. In Haiti the
Director visited the sisal and cryntostegia planting areas accompanied by lir.
T. A. Fennell, lManager of SHADA, 2n agricultural deveclopment corporation em-
ploying about 85,000 persons. Tha Director discussed tropical agricultural
education and development with  President Lescot at a luncheon tendered by
him. A day was spent at Damian, the Haitian agricultural college, an insti-
tution interested in sending giraeduate students to the Institute,






In Costa Rica an additional 30 hectares. of coffee were weeded or
"shoveled". An additional 50 acres of coffce were pruned and the shade
over same property trimmed., About 6/10 kilometer of road had the heavy
surfacing laid, The drive was completed to the guest house and to thc pas-
ture behind the house. All necessary grading and clearing around the guest
house was completed. The rear arca of ahout two acres was planted to Ber-

. muda grass to prevent erosion. Landscaping was bcgun, A system of drains
to carry off excess water from the house and grounds was completed.

Also during May over 100 maturc coffee trees, all of bearing age,
were transplanted without loss. Approximately 40 acres of coffee in the
arca of the building site were topped so that a close contour survey might
be carried out. About 30 acres in the "El Chino" arca was cleared of heavy
wood from coffee shade trimming, ahd the wood piled next to the new road.
An additional half hectare was cleaned in the experimental plots area. The
small bodcga was moved and a pit toilet built behind same,

Lr, Fennell reported that since April 15 a total of 160 rows, cach
150 feet long, was planted to various vegetables with the purposc of acquir=-
ing data relative to the needs, the probloms and the materials of value
connected with the production of garden foods in the tropics, Alrcady much
useful information has been acquired., This is particularly so ‘in the varictal
tests with beans, peas, squashes, etc,, where a few kinds are alrcady in-
dicating outstanding supuriority. A more specific and conclusive report
on this is made later in this secction.

Comparative tests alrzady in progress as betweon temperate climate
and tropical varieties of beans, peas, cowpecas, squash, ctc., have shown
that there is undoubtedly a vast wecalth of potentially valuable matcerial
distributed throughout the Central and South American regions. A collec-
tion of the best of these would be of very great valuc in the development of
superior standardized varieties which are so badly necded at the prescent time,

. Thus far in the project no attempt was made to control attacks of in-
sects nor disease with the specific purpose of learning and tabulating the
natural aualities of resistance that are occasionally inherent in certain var=-
ieties., Such information, properly interpreted will be of great value to the
later development of superior sorts, .

Noteworthy soil problems were experienced, particularly with certain
crops. Fertilizer and other experiments are in progress with the hope of
solving this difficulty. Within the month of kay an assortment of hybrid
grape plants, consisting of approximately 750 rooted vines, was set out at
the Institute., These plants are F and F hybrids of tropical and subtrop-
ical wild selections of several species, crossed with the best cultivated
grapes of Europe and America, These new kinds have already shown complete
adaptability to the hot humid climates of Puerto Rico and southern Florida,
This group of hybrids represent a totally new class of cultivated grapes and |
may prove of extensive interest and value in the tropics.

During the month of June Mr. Robert A. Nichols, agriculturist in cherge
at Turrialba, continued the development work at the Institute site, building
roads, pruning coffee, laying out experimental plots, etc. Under the specific
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and immediate direction of Mr, Fennell research in the field is underway,
Approximately 35 hectares of coffee were weeded and shoveled. About 50
acres of coffee were pruned and th& shade over same properly trimmed.

The heavy surfacing on the "E1 Chino" rbad was completed and about 2/5
kilometer had the fine surfacing applied. The entire area under the guest
house was paved with stone slabs. The guest house grounds were landscaped.
The course of the "Rio Porvenir" below the guest house was changed to gvoid
further undermining of the right bank, '

About 1000 feect of road were graded into the "3an Lucas" coffee area.
All of the coffee in the building site area was topped to facilitate survey=-
ing., The "El Chino" coffee galera was completed. The cutting and cording
of wood in the "E1 Chino" area continued. Further land was cleared for plot
work and food crops., At the present time a total of about three acres were
devoted to vegetable and other animal food crops. Quite an extensive assort-
ment of varieties were tested and interesting results obtained,

The first real problem experienced in this work has concerned soil
fertility. Shortly after the first plantings it was noted that certain
species and types of vepetables failed to grow, or growth was most irregular
with occasdonal plants developing with- abnormal vigor. Crops thus affected
were beets, squash (U. S.), turnips, cabbage, corn, tomatoes, peppers, etc.
The types not affected to any harmful extent were beans, peas, cowpeas, pea-
nuts, carrots, onions, sunflower, ¢rain sorghwi., Fertilizer experiments were
made with the crops showing improper growth. It was soon evident that the
one principal and nrobably the only soil problem was a serious deficiency
of phosphorus, ihaen a small guantity of this element, in the form of super
phosphate was added to the soil before planting, ths growth and color of all
otherwise sensitive and unsatisfactory crops became normal.

All plantings of corn varieties, local and imported, that have been
made to date on the Institute soil have been complete failures. There is
apparently a twofold reason for this: (1) Improper soil balance with con-
sequent inability of the seedling plants to deveﬁop and (2) attacks on the
young plants by flea hoper and bean beetles, Tests in this regard have
indicated that with proper soil fertility and plant vigor the early insect
damage will not be serious. Experiments now in progress seem to indicate
that both calcium and phosphorus are needed in the soil for satisfactory
corn culture, Before leaving the subject of soil, the necessity of a ready .
and ample supply of phosphoric acid (super phosphate, etc., ) should be
clearly emphasized. This, together with calcium for possibly a few crops,
would appear to be about the only constituents necessary to make the soil at
the Institute balanced and productive,

Varietal tests with various vegetables have brousht forth some interest-
ing results. Many types of beans were tested and a few showed outstanding
superiority over others, in regard to certain qualities of adaptability, pro-

- duction, needs, ctc. Certain types of squash (imported) have shown complete
worthlessness due to stem and root borers, while others are highly resistant.
The tropics have considerable need for better quality and more productive
varietics of squash than ares availeble at this time. Occasional varietiecs of
Bnglish peas, cowpeas, lima beans, etc., have shown outstanding adaptability
and value for the warmer and more humid regions, One variety of cowpea shows
unusual value as a cover crop for hot humid regions. The bean is edible.,
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Pecanuts indicate unusual promise. Prcliminagy tests have shown that
such vegetables as beets, carrots, cabbage, turnips, radishes, bcans, lettuce,
etc., can be produced at this time of year (June) with but a minimum of in-
sect and disease control. Breeding exparimcnts batween certain agaptable
local selections of various vegetables and higher quality imtroduced serts are
now being planned. : )

A collection of Rubus, (Blackberry, Haspberry) was started in-June
and already includes Rubus ellipticus (Yellow raspburry of India), Rubus
glaucas (red raspberry of Central America) and a few other sorts. The grape

- vines mentioned in the precceding report now show steady and healBhy growth
after a somewhat slow and difficult beginning.

With reference to material procurement, during tha nonth of Junc the
number and size of shipments of matcerials for the construction of the dorme
itory and faculty residences greatly increased. This was due to suppliers'
completion of manufacturing of materials previously contracted for by the
Institute. ZEngineering details werc also prepared and checked for materinls
previously coptracted which required such drawings. Contracts werc made for
materials which would be needed about the time the roofs are completed on the
buildings.

Applications were prepared and filed with the War Production Board
in great detail for priorities for the majority of materials necessary for
100% completion of the project.

During the month of July a contract was formally signed with the
Northern Railway Company of Costa Rica to construct the dormitory, staff
residences and other buildings and facilities for the Institute. The esti-
mated ocomplction date by the Chief Engineer of the Railway Company is as

follows:

\
Project tstimated Compl:tion Date
Build units A.B.C.D. of Dormitory June 1944
6-Staff Residences with servants quarters January 1944
Water System March 1944
5-1 Family*Foremen's Houses November 1943
5=-2 Family Laborers' Houses November 1943
Streets and Road on iiain Canpus December 1943
Lumber Shed August 1943
Office (Temporary) August 1943
Seed House (Temporary) : August 1943
Light and Power System (Diesel) December 1943
Carpenter and Machine Shop December 1943
Sewage and Drainage liains June 1944
Furniture

The United Fruit Company kindly loaned the services of their Chief
Engineer in Costa Rica, Mr. T, P, Sirmons, to act as consulting engineer for
the Institute. Mr, Simmons has spent much of the month in going over the site
at Turrialba and the plans for the Institute and has approved not only the
contract with the Railway Company, but also all the engineering details of the
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project., ifr. Simmons has had thirty years expérience in the tropics, has
built cities, and his counsel is invaluable,

The large force of laborers, averaging about 150, continued to work on
the project of changing the Institute's site from a finca to an educational
institution, Although the site at Turrialba is a valuable and beautiful piece
of property, it has had very little care during the last five years because
the owners had planned for that length of time to dispose of it. The amount
of work that is necessary to.transform it into a place suitable for the
Institute is not small, In this connection, Mr, Robert A, Nichols, agricul-
turist in charge at Turrialba reported the planting of two acre area in front
of the guest house to Bermuda grass, Approximately 30 hectares of coffee were
weeded or shoveled, terminating this work for the present, while about 30
acres of coffee were "runed and the shade removed,~completing this work for
the season, Three hectares were cleared of coffee and work is proceeding on
removal of trees., Except for retouching, the "E1l Chino" road is 7/8 completed.
Two acres of pasture sod were broken and the preparation of the soil for plot
work started. Clearing of wood, weeds and trash from the coffee, preparatory
to picking, is continuing.

ife. Joseph Fesnnell, horticulturist at Turrialba, reported the month
of July afforded much valuable information in regard to yields, varietal dif-
ferences, seasonal influences and general cultural problems of rany crops.

Prelininary tests showed that the soil on which work is being conducted
is quite acid, varying from Ph 4.4 to 5.5. There is a scerious defieiency in
available phosphorus and this element, together with calcium, appears to be
essantial for most crops. This subject was riore fully discussed in the pre-
ceeding report, )

In the varietal tests, 54 different varieties of becans and cowpeas

were planted and many interesting selections made. A few sorts are revealing
valuable characters for culture in the tropics. The 2rops of greatest promise
which are new or little known to agriculturc in Central Amcrica to date are:
Cabbage collards, Carolina pole and Henderson bush lima beans, Florida runner
peanuts, edible soybeans, rice beans (related to the cowpea) for cover crop
and stock feed, and grapes (new types derived in part from tropical and sub-
tropical wild Species.)

It is now hecoiiing evident that with moderate applications of phosphorus
and lime and with some insect and discase control a satisfactory yiecld of
nearly all well known vegetables can be nroduced in this region. The best
adapted and proved varieties of each type of vegetable nust, of course, be used
since, as with lima beans, a few arc quite satisfactory, vbt others are con-
pletely worthless under tropical conditions,

The best culture for corn, onions, cte., still rameins an important and
as yet partiaslly unsolved problem, It is believed that many influences, as
soil deficiencies, insccts and poss‘blv lisht ceffects, all play an important

part.
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In experiments with corn a2 recent planting was made of 79 varieties
from Guatemala., Hany of these at time of germination appear to be more vig=-
orous and have nuch stronger root development than the local types. Exper-'
iments are in progress with the aim of finding ways of escaping the devastating
early insect injury on corn through simple cultural methods of practical
application by the average farmer,

Initial breeding experiments with the aim of developing better varieties
of certain crops have been started and many others are being outlined. The
experimental tropical grapes are growing nicely and despite the torrential
rains and extreme hunidity there is an almost complete absence of disease,

Considerable progress was made during the month of July in taking
over the Allweather Estates of the Goodyear Rubber Compamy in Panama, The
Business lanager of the Institute, Mr. Rex A. Pixley, conferred with Pan-
amanian officials and the Aperican Embassy in Panama City in regard to the
transfer, A proposed contract between the Institute and the Panamanian
Governnent was presented to the linister of Agriculture and Cormerce by Lr.
Pixley, This, in turn, was submitted by the ilinister to the Cabinet and it
was our understanding that the contract would be approved when the Institute
filed its constitution and by-laws with the Panamanian Governnent.,

On the last day of the month, however, the liinister of Agriculture and
Commerce notified the Institute that his government desired the Institute to
incorporate in Panama, This does not appear to be a desirahle step for a non
profit organization, such as the Institute, to make, so discussions were
carried on with the Panamanian Imbassy here in Jashington in regard to the
possibility of carrying out the work without forming a corporation in Panama
Otherwise, all stood in readiness to begin operations on the Allweather
Estates, inasmuch as the Rubber Developrient Corporation has already trans=-
ferred funds to the Institute for the operations,

During the month of July shipments began to arrive in Costa Rica so
that actual construction may be started. Approximately 50 tons of concrete
reinforcing steel and 5000 bags of cerent were delivered to the project and
stored. In addition, one truck and several smaller shipments of naterials
went through, The .ashington office continued with the work of obtaining
priorities, purchasing materials, relating details and expediting shipments,
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ORTON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

"One of the necessary facilities of an Institute is a library. e are
extremely fortunate to have been presented at this stage of operations the
nucleus of an established library on tropical plants, It is considered to
be one of the most complete libraries on tropical agriculture in the Western
Hemisphere. The gift was made by the Tropical Plant Research Foundation of
Yonkers, New York on April 21st. :

A shipment of books, periodicals, maps and miscellaneous pamphlets
weighing five tons was received by the Institute from this Foundation. Most
of the material has been sent directly to Turrialba.in order to establish a
library as quickly as possible,

In addition to this material the Tropical Plant Research Foundation
assigned to the Institute all its right, title and intercst in the copyright

of the well known book written by Tom Gill, "Tropical Fqrests of the Caribbean",

copyrighted in 1931 by the Foundation. It made a similar transfer to the
Institute of the book, "Soils of Cuba", written by H, H. Bennett and R. V.
Allison, Also the Foundation made available to the Institute a supply of
these books, "Tropical Forests of the Caribbean" is a beautiful edition
limited to 1000 numbered copies. "Soils of Cuba" contains complete maps of
soils in that country. : p '

The collection has been named the "Orton Memorial Library" in honor
of the late Dr. William Allen Orton who, as Director of the Foundation, did
much toward the development of Latin American agriculture and forestry,

The Institute is honored by the gift of this library. It is a very
valuable con;ribution and it was eagerly sought after by other organizations,
Qpportunity 1s taken to thank the officers of the Tropical Plant Research
Foundation for this gift and to assure them that it will not only be main-
tained and used but also be expanded with a view to making it thc outstanding
library on tropical agriculturc in Latin America,

It will be available at the Institute's hcadquarters at Turrialba,
Costa Rica, for consultation by scientists, scholars, growers and others
interested in developing tropical agriculture, The Institute is fortunate
in having acquired this library from one of thc¢ pioneering organizations in
the ‘development of tropical agriculture in the Americas,

D e _ ek






ACQUISITION OF RUSBZR PLANTATION IN PANAMA

All negotiations for the acquisition of the propsrty owned by
the Goodyear Rubber Plantations Company in Panama, known as the All
Weather Estates, have been completed. The transfer of the property
to the Institute and the negotiations for a contract to carry on the
operations were opened with the Panamanian Government in July, 1943 by

-Mr. Pixley, Business ilanager of the Institate. These negotiations

were completed on August 23rd by the Secretary, Mr. J. L. Colom, who
made a trip to Panama for that purpose,

The Rubber Development Corporation made a grant to the Institute
of $38,600 to acquire the equipment and supplies and to operate the
station. In cooperation with the Bureau of Plant Industry of the
United States Department of Agriculture, research on rubber will be
carried out. These activitiaes will be further described as work gets
under way,

. The property comprises 1155 hectares of land situated on the
shores of Gatun Lake, The value of the land, buildings and equipment
is set at about 80,000, the Goodysar Rubber Company having made a net
investment in the property of $295,000. There are about 700 acres
planted to rubber, some of which have becn badly damaged by the South
American leaf discase,

The agreement with the Panamanian Government for this operation
is as follows: :
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AGRIGARINT BETVUEEN THS UOVJRN’JSNT OF PaNabia

and
THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCITNCES

FOR THi OPERATION OF THi ALLWIATHZR TSTATAES

v cee

THIS AGREELENT, entered into by the undersigned, to wit: JUaN
GuLINDO, Secretary of State for agriculture and Commsrce, on behalf of
the Wational Governnent, hereinafter designated as the Government, party
of the first part; and JOSE L. COLOM, on behalf of the Inter-american
Institute of agricultural Sciences, hereinafter referred to as the
Institute, party of the second part, WITHNISGHETH:

WHAREAS, in accordance with the report approved by the Governing
Board of the Pan american Union on October 7, 1942, the Inter-american
Institute of agricultural Sciences has been organized;

WHIREAS, said Institute is an official organization of the
twenty-one American Republics, and its Board of Directors is the Governing
Board of the Pan iAmerican Union;

VHIREZAS, said Institute was incarporated in the District of
Columbia, United States of america, on June 13, 1942;

WHZREAS, the purposes of the Institute are to encourage and
advance technical agricultural training end the development of the agrie
cultural sciences in the American Republics, by means of research, education,
and extension activities in the theory and practice of agrlculture and re-
lated arts and sciences;

VHEUREAS, the Goodyear Rubber FPlantations bompanj has agreed to
convey to said Institute the property known as "ill VWeather isstates", com-
prising a tract of land situated on the shores of Gatun Lake, and of which
350 hectares, more or less, are planted to rubber trees of the species
Hevea brasiliensis, many of which are infected with the blight known as
Dothidella ulei.

"WHEREAS, recognizing the necessity of utilizing disease-resis-
tant and superior-yielding strains of the rubber tree Hevea brasiliensis
as the basis for the establishment in the ‘estern Hemisphere of a permanent
and productive rubber industry, the Institute purposes to accuire the
above~-described property, for the continuation of rasearch already begun:

NOW, THEREFORZ, IT IS LUTUALLY AGR3ZD »3 FOLLOYS:

1. The Government of Fanama approves the coaveyance of M"All
Uzathar ZIstates" to be made by the Goody:ar Hubber Plantetions Comnany to
the Inter-american Institute of Agricultural Sciences.
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2. The Institute agrees‘to continue th research work in
progress at the "All Weather gstates" for obtaining a high yield of
Havea brasiliensis rubber, free from hlight. .

3. The Government of Panama shall permit the Institute to
import and #xport whatever materials are necessary for thg condugt of the
research referred to in this agreement, such as seeds, shoots, clones, or
plants, provided the Institute certifies that said materials are free
from blight.

4, The Government of Panama authorizes the Institute to carry
out any and all of its objectives as defined in article 3 of its certifi-
cate of incorporation, transcribed below, at the -4ll Weathcr Estates" or
on any other prop:rty it may subsecuently accuire.

"Third: The business and objectives of this Institute are to
encourage and advance education and sciences in the american Republics
through teaching, research, excerimentation, extension activitiss, general
aducation and training in the science and art of agriculture, and other
rcelated arts and sciences; and in furtherance of the business and objects
of this Institute. :

(a) To develop, establish, gonstruct, improve, a~uip, finance,
operate, supcervise, and rive assistance in the establish-
ment and maintenance of an institute or institutes and

-branch:s thereof, exp:riment stations, furmas, ranches,
laboratories, cducationul and scientific centers, librarigs,
and other vhysical plants and facilitics, in any or all of
the american Republics, and, within its discretion, make’
available such Instituts or institut:s, andé braacnes thoercofl
expariment stations, farms, ranches, laboratories, educationd
and scicntific centers, librariss, and other physical plants
and facilities, and the results accounlished therein, to any
American epublic, local  overmacnt, p.orson, firm, associa-
tion, corporation, institution, or oth:r bhody of p.rsons how-
¢ver designated. ’

(b) To purchas:, acccpt, take, lease, receive, or accuire (by
gift, contribution, beaquest, devise, or otherwise), to own
and hold, operate, manuge, develop, and improve any property,
or interests in property, real or personal, without limita=-
tion as to the arount or valus, in any of the american Repub-
lics; to 7ive, sgrant, donate, lend, sell, assign, transfer,
exchange, convey, lcase, nortgagze, iledme, hypothscate, or
otherwise exercise all priviless of ovmership over such
property.

(c) To collaborate with and aid or assist in any nanner whatso-
=zvaer by loan, grants-in-aid or otherwise, of money and
assets, and to otherwise lond assistance to any ancrican
Resublic, loecal government, nerson, firmn, cssociation,
corporation, institution, or cthir hody of persons however
designated, in the rcalization of the purposes of this
Institute.
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(d) To receive gifts, contributions, gratuitics, and donations
of money and prop:arty, or interast in prop:rty, both recal
and personal from any amsrican Republic, docal governmant,
person, firm, association, corporatien, institution, or
other body of persons howawer designated.

(e) To enter into, make, perform and carry out contracts and
agreements of c¢very kind and description, without limit es
to amount, with any Amcrican Ropublic, local pov.rnricnt,
person, firm, association, corporation, institution, or other
body of persons however designated. :

(f) To cultivate, grow, or otherwise produce, harvsest or othar-
wise gath:r, purchase, take or otherwise accuire, deal in,

) store, handle, prepare, manufacture, process, mark:t, trans-
port, ship, scll, donatc,” or othurwise dispose of all agricul-
tural commodities and products th.:reof, and all other supplics
necessary or desirabl: to carry out the purposes of this
Institute.

(g) In general to carry on any other business in conncction with
th2 forcgoing, suitable and proper for the cccomplishment of
the business and objects of this Institute.

5. It is agreed that the Institute shill be an oducational and
scicntific institution, organized for nurposes oth:r than nrofit.

6. Thas Institute is exempt from astional and provincial imposts
end taxes of @1l kinds, presesnt and future, as well =s frori comm:rcial
levies, manifests and restrictions of any xind on the moviement of their
funds, as long as th:e said institution remains an cducational and scienti-
fic organization, conductcd for non-profit purposcs.

7. The personnel of the Institute, as wcll as its students and
scientists, visiting or attached to the Institute, wrovided they ere of &
class '‘permitted to immigrate, shall be subjected to a minimun of formnl-
ities on their coming to or going fras Panena, and thneir stay in ths le-
public shall be witnout the deposit and othur formelitics usualily rdéouired
of forcigners.

8. The Institut:e may s:t up its own fund for pensions, rcetirement,
medical assistance, etc., for its forcigzn personncl, independently of the
fund ¢xisting in the country. %hile such & fund has not hecn sst up, the
Institute, as well as the personnel reforred to, shall be moverned by the
provisions of the Pamrmanian law on the subject. 'Jith rusoaect to Fenamanien
enployces, the Institute shall be bound to contribute the ouotas reauired
in accordance with the Socinl Sccurity laws of Panenn,

9. The privaté property of crploye:s =nd officials shall not be
held liable for the debts of the Institute.
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10, Non-camplirnce with any of the obliz~tions assumed by
the Institute shall give the Government the right to roscind tnis contract
sdministratively.

11. The present contract is for o t.rm of 20 (twenty) yeers,
unl :ss canceled uncer the foregoin: clouse.

12, This contract, to be valid, recuircs th: approvzl of His
ixcellency the President of the Republic and riust e submitted to the
aproval of the Nrtionel assembly <t its ncxt regular session.

I Y ITNISS "HIREOF, the wartics sign and scal the foregoing
cgreerent in duplieate, ot the =ity of Pantuaz, on nugust 23, 1943.

(3imoed) JUaN GALINDO
Sceeretary of agriculture «nd Comrsrce

(Sizned) JOSI L. COLOLL
Scerctary of the Intur-anirican
Institute of agriczulturnl Scicnec

[
]

AIFUSLIC OF Pallua = #aTIC:L JIISCUTIVE FPOVER - (lINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
0D COLiIRCE, = Penene, au.ust 23, 1943,

1l2.3D0 #DOLFO DE . JULHDILA

tiinist :r of agriculturc ~nd Commerce

JUALI GALINDO

e
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1allORANDUK OF UKDERSTANDING

‘ between .
TH® INTER-anRICAH INSTITUTE OF sGRICULTURAL SCITHCES
and the v

THE BUREAU OF PLANT IUDUSTRY, SOILS, sliD AGRICULTURAL ERGILIIIRING
AGRICUIIUYHL 1BSInRCH AaDMINISTRATION
UNITED S DEPndT”“ iT OF aGRICULTURE

Relative to

Plentation Rubber Investigations and Distrihution of Propagatiﬁg
r:aterial from nllweather Plantation, Republic of Panama

iffective ithen 3igned

°

. The otject of these cooperative investizations and distributions

| of planting natericl is to fucilitate rubber production in Paname and other

| ~ countries of Fhe t.estern Herdisphere.

, _

The Inter-american Institute of anricultural Sciences and the

Jureau of Flont Industry, 3o0ils, and agricultural dncineering, agricul-
tural Research ndﬁlnlstrutiOA, United States Department of agriculture,
nutually recognize the necessity of utilizin; dissase-resisting and sup-
erior yielding strains of the Para rabber tree, Hevea bresiliensis, as
the basis for & permninent self-sustainine ruhber incustry in the Jestern
demisohere. l.any such resista int strains olong: with numerous high-yielding
Jastern clones, the latter in various stozes of detarioration because of
l:af blight susceptibility, have heen propagated and plented during the
past five to eight rears on the allweath:r Plontotion in course of exper-
inental vork by its former owner, the Goodyecr Rubber Plantations Company.
Expansion of the disense rasistance and funnicidol spraying tests during
the past two years unier o separate memorandws of undarstonding betwsen
this company and th: Burzeu of Plant Industry has resulted in increascd
knowledge of the mrterials ond their furth:r jaultiplication on this

. plantation. The ricent 2ecuisition of this plentation by the Inter-aaer-
icon Institutce .of azricultural Scicnces and the continuced intercst of the
Burasau of Plant Industry, Soils, and agricultural inginearing monke possible
the utilizetion of the plentings for the henefit of the inter-.american ‘
rubber program s o whol:., The desirability of maximum utilization of
existing resistant mat:ricl and continuation of limited rcscarch for tne
developrnent of additional rusistant and more genernlly adoptable cloncs
are rmutually recognized.

To accomnplish these purposes, it is mutually agreed that the
nroject be conducted cooperatively.
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The Inter-anerican Institute of .coricultural Sciences agrees:

1. To assign to the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural
Engineering technical supervisorvy control ovhkr all rubber plantings
on the Allweather Plantation and their utiljzation, or development.
2. To repair as needed and otherwise naintain necessary 11v1ng
ouarters for the 3ureau's renresentatlve.

A
3. To maintain at its expense a plantation nanager, necessary labor,
implements, and other nmaterials, facilities, and services raquired
for salvaging and effective utilization of the rubber plantings.

The Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and égricultural Engincering
agrees:

1. To furnish the part-tine services of a trained rubber technologist
to supervise essential operations for salvacing, propagating, and
exporting plantine matsrial from the limited acreage of resistant
trees on the allweather I’lantation.

2. To supervise, as necessary, actual seed collection, hucding of
selected strains, dig«in;: and nackin- Hudded stunps, or preparation
of budwood for shipment from the plantation.

3. To conduct breedin: work as ay "e rossible,

L., To rive technical assistance on other pnases for eifective
utilization of the rubber plantincgs

5. To rake necessary arran‘e:ients with othsar agencies or persons
who vill receive nlanting naterial frow: the »llvieather Plantation.

6. To nay costs for oacklnr and transportation of »nlanting material
to destination.

It is rautually zereed:

1. That the cooperative activities for achievement of the ocjectives
of this iemorandws shcll be in wccordance .ith the laws, regulations,
or restrictions of ths Republic of ranecria, subject, novever, to the
laws of the United States and the regulations of the United States
Department of agriculture insofar as the SBur:aun of Plant Industry,
Soils, and agricultural .ingineering is concerned.

2. That publication of the results of the coon:rative »rojects may be
by either party nrovidin~ th: cooperative nature of the work is
recornized end ¢ copy of the manuscrirt is furnishad tne cooperator
for review previous to publication,
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3. That no stated amount of funds is obligated on the part of
either cooperator, but execution of the work is denendent upon allot-
ment or appropriation of funds being available.

4. This Lemorandum of Understanding will be effective upon execution
by the parties hercto and will continuz in effect for an indefinite
period subject to availability of funds for the work. It shall be
subject to revision by mutual consent of the parties concarned and *
either party is at liberty to withdraw upon cdue notice. Recuests for
any major .change or notification of intentions of withdrawing snhall °
be submitted to the other party for consideration not later than 90
days in advance of the effective period desired.

June 14, 1943 . (simned) Earl N. Bressman
(date) Uirector, Inter-american Insti-
tute of agricultural Sciences

June 22, 1943 (signed) F. P, Cullinan
(date) acting Chi:f, Burcou of Plant

Industry, Soils, and sgricultural
éngincering, agricultural Research
administration, U. 3. Departrment
of sgriculture

Approved:
Junc 25, 1943 (signed) L. a. sheeler o
(data) Dircctor, Office of Foreign
sgricéultural Relations
July 5, 1943 (signed) &. C._auchter
(date) agricultural Rescarch adminis-

trator, U, S. Devpartrment of
ngriculture.
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‘PRIORITIES, PURCHASES AND CONSTRUCTION

The construction program for the Inter-American Institute of Agricul-
tural Sciences at Turrialba, Costa Rica, was not started until the middle
of March of this year. Since that time, progress has been satisfactory.

A large force of workmen have been employed, grounds have been cleared for
the construction and a warehouse built for storing materials as they arrive.
Surveys of the site have been made and a base line established for future
reference., Locations have been selected for the buildings to be constructed
now and for those to be constructed in the future., Preliminary water supply
and sewage system studies have been completed and a guest house has been
built,

Prior to March, 1943, drawings and specifications, for what was con-
sidered a basic plant, had been prepared by the Livision of Plans and Ser-
vice, Bureau of Chemistry and Engineering of the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture., The plans were for an Administration building, a dormitory for
men, complete with kitchen and mess hall, and six faculty residences with
detached servant quarters for each residence.

However, it was decided that only a part of the dormitory and the
six faculty residences with servant quarters could be built with the funds
available at this time, and that some of the dormitory rooms could be used
for laboratories until the Administration building should be built. There~
fore, approval, licenses and priorities were requested for materials for
that amount of construction only. The Office of Economic Warfare agreed,
informally, to grant licenses for the exportation of a bare minimum of
critical materials needed in the first stages of construction.

It was found that the detail involved in making quantity estimates -
of the materials required, in obtaining priorities for, purchasing and ex-
porting these materials demanded the full time services of an experienced
engineer. Accordingly, we employed a Purchasing Engineer who was instruc-
ted to obtain all the necessary permits, priorities, etc., and to have the
materials shipped as quickly as rosasible.

Since the drawings and specifications were prepared before the short-
age of materials in this country became acute, they called for the use of
critical materials now unobtainabie. In some cases the materials indicated
would have required an amount of shipping space e¢ntirely out of proportion
to the benefits to be gained by their use. The first step was, therefore,
revision of the drawings and specifications, cutting to a minimum critical
and excessively bulky materials and providing for the more extensive use
of materials obtainable in Costn Rica. The revision was made by the design~
ers with the help of the Purcheasing Engineer and it is believed that the
revised plans are as satisfactory as the original ones.

In the meantime, the Purchasing Engineer made application for the
necessary licenses and priorities. The Office of Economic Varfare made
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available to the Institute the first quarter surpluses for Costa Rica which
necessitated the placing of contracts for these materials within the next
ten days (when the quarter ended) and restricted the application of the
priorities to materials already manufactured. Due to lack of time, contracts
were awarded on a unit basis subject to standard extras, etc.; the exact
quantities and sizes of materials to be ghipped, to be settled later.

Within the next few weeks the revision of the drawings was gompleted
and the materials list- worked out for the various suppliers. Shop draw-
; ings, where required, were checked and other general preliminaries to the
manufacture, cutting and shipping of materials were settled.

Shipment of these materials have been expedited in every possible
way. Detailed estimates of other materials, requiring prioritice and al-
lotments have been made and filed. These priorities are just being rew=
turned and contracts are being awarded as quickly as possible.

~ War regulations and restrictions have made purchasing and shipment a
complicated and time consuming process. Take for example the case of the
conduit for electric wiring. After the drawings, showing the locations of
the various outlets, switches, etc., were completed, an estimate was made
listing size, length and. quantity. of the conduit. A supplier who could
furnish the material was located and asked for a quotation, although the
conduit could not yet be bought or even reserved. Forms were then filled
out and application made for an export license, involving much detail list-
ing of sizes, types, quantities and prices under various commodity numbers.
Upon receipt of the export license, request was made for priorities. Since
priorities for certain materials are granted by the Office of Economic War-
fare and for others by the War Production Board, separate forms must be
made out for each item of material. It takes from two days to two months
for priority applications to be acted upon and returned. In our case, this
process is further delayed by the fact that the Institute is outside of the
United States and the priority permissions must be passed upon by the for-
eign divisions of the War Production Board. (By this time, the chances are
that the supply situation has changed and it becomes necessary to find an-
other supplier.) After the priority was granted the order was placed with
the supplier whose quotation was used in obtaining the priority. It took
four months to reach this point in the negotiations for the electric con-
duit.

When the material is almost ready to be shipped, an application for
shipping space is made to the O. E. W. which, if approved, is sent to the
War Shipping Administration in New York who then instruct us to book ship-
ping space. The War Shipping Administration does not assign shipping space
but merely grants permission to apply for it. Vhen the shipping space has
been engaged, an application for permission to ship to port is filed in
New York. This application is then sent to the Traffic Control Division
of the War Department and when allowed is returned to us. We file the ap-
proved application with the Railway Association in New York and notify the
supplier of the serial number, instructing him to ship to port. On arrival
at port, the shipment may have to be stored until the ship is ready for
loading. In most cases the shipment will be unloaded at some transfer
point where it will lay until it can be moved on to Costa Rica, Shipping
and delivery may take from six weeks to six months.
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At the present time, approxim;tely 4500 bbls. of cement, 350 bbls,
of lime, 240 tons of reinforcing steel, 6 tons of nails and practically
all of the pipes and fittings needed have been shipped and are either

en route or already at Turrialba.

Actual construction of the faculty residences will begin shortly and,
as soon as the conduit for electric wiring is delivered, construction of
of the dormitory will be started. The conduit is scheduled for .shipment
about September 10, 1943, After that, it is believed that materials can
be delivered before they are actually needed and that the work ean proceed

without delay.

The contract for the construction of the dormitory and six faculty
residences was signed early in July, 1943 by the Northern Railway Company
of San José, Costa Rica, as contractor.

: The contract provides that the contractor shall furnish all tools and
equipment and shall construct the building in accordance with the drawings
and specifications. In return-he shall be paid a fixed fee for the use
of the plant, superintendents of construction, ete., and, in addition, shall
be paid the actual cost of labor, material, transportation and other con~
struction expenses. The Institute is to purchase and deliver to site such
materials as cement, reinforecing steel, plumbing and electrical supplies
which cannot be obtained at a reasonable cost in Costa Rica. .






FISCAL REPORT

In response to a request of the Pan American Union, which is the
fiscal agent of the Institute by provision in its Certificate of In-
corporation, the Government of the United States, through the Office
of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, made a grant-in-aid for
the benefit of the Institute, The grant was for $465,000.00 and pro-
vided that not over ¢365,000,00 should be used for "construction of
buildings and other facilities" and the remaining amount for adminis-
trative and operating expenses. Monthly progress and financial re-
ports covering the grant are submitted to the Office of the Coordinator
for its information.

Pending the necessity for large disbursement of funds, some short
term obligations of the United States Govermnsent were obtained, These
securities are in the custody of the Treasurer of the United States.

In order to lacilitate operations in Costa Rica and vicinity, an
account was established in the name of the Institute in the Banco
Nacional de Costa Rica at San José, The Business Lianager in Costa
Rica, who is a bonded official, was authorized to draw on this account,
He renders monthly statements and submits receipts and papers to the ;
Washington Office where all accounts are kept. ’

The By-laws provide that the fiscal year of the Institute be July lst
to June 30th, The books and financial records for the past fiscal year
were examined and found in proper order by Wm. Gordon Buchanan and
Company, Certified Public Accountants, Washington, D. C.

A statement of cash receipts and expencditures for the year ended
June 30, 1943 follows:
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SULLARIZID STATEMENT OF INCOisl AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL ¥ZAR ENDING JUNS

INCOMS

Original Grant-in-aid from the United States through

INTER~ALERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-smerican Affairs $465,000.00

Interest on Government Securities
Sale of %ood
Interest on Bank Deposit

1,810, 00
141.31
6,71

TOTAL mCOfE.'o0000'.0‘......0.00000.0...0.ooouooc ;A66’958.52

Construction Operating

ZXPINDITURES ¢ Costs Ixpense Total
Salaries $ 1,785.00  16,672.52  ,18,457.52
Travel Zxpense - 4,930.73 4,920.73
quarters Allowance - 803.32 , 803.32
Iquipment 258.47 11,593.565 11,852.12
katerial, Plans and

Specifications 20,471.19 - 20,471.19
JJashington Office Expense

and Supplies - 2,139.45 2,189.45
Postage, Telephone and

Telegraph - 192.74 192.74
Truck and Automobile ixpense 53.46 757.02 810.48
Tools and Supplics 922,22 1,099.58 2,021.80
Zditorial Ixense - 450,00 450.00
labor 2,154.45 6,312.11 8,466.56
Costa Rican Office dxpense

and Supplies L8.53 701.18 7L9.71
Freight and .ixpress - 214,77 214.77
lidiscellanecous ZIxpensa - 27.23 27,28

225,693.,32  .45,994.35 5T

Furchase of short Tern
} Governmant SecUrititCS.veeeeeeroscoososocsscosee oooewd0

T'OI‘HL EFEXJDIT[]RESCQI.l...li"l..'.Ol.ll....l.‘tl'..\937l‘.

,687.67

.982,71

,670,38

CnSH BALI‘\”CE’ JUIITI 30’ 191"30-'0000000..0.0.!0000.'0000"‘1} 22:2880%
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ACTION PROGRAM FOR THE

INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

/

As sot forth in Articlc II of the Convention which recognizes the
permancnt status of the Inter-Aserican Institute of Agricultural
Scicncos, "the purposcos of the Institut:s are to encourage and cdvancs
the developuent of agricultural sciconces in the American Republics
through rescarch, teaching cond extension activities in the theory amd
practice of agriculturc and rcl:ted -xts and scicnees". Hencc,
carrying on agriculturcl researcn is tiic first consideration of

the Institute.

In formulating tihe over-all researci prosra for the Institute,
general ficlds of investigotion aimed ot solving agricultural
problems of international scope with primary refercnce to the
wostern heaispherc will be est2blishcds 411 linos of agricultural
research, such as agriculturzl and biological cheamistry, agri-
cultural cengincering, cgriculturcl cconoaies, aniaxl industry,
in¢luding discases and parasitcs, 2airy products, entomology dnd
zoology, field crops, forostry, gouctics, home cconomics, horti-
culture, pasturces and ranges, plaat pathology, plant physiology,
rural sociology, and soils and soil manazgement will bo included
in the rescarch progran as funds become available and as problcms
arc presentcd in these ficlds,

The initial program of rcscarch will be carricd on under five
divisions:

I. Division of fgricultural Engincering
II. Division of /ninal Industry
(including -ninl cdiscoscs and parasites)
III. Division of ZIntomolosy
IV. Division of Flant Industry
Ve Division of Soils

Although cach division will bc conceracd priaarily with problems

in its respeetive field, neverticlcss it is assumed that there will
bec collaboration of crfrort botween divisions ia order to give
considcration to all paascs of .griculture, insofar as procticablce

In sciecting tic chicf of cael roscareia division, an attompt will
bc mxdc to obtain an outstanding scientist from either the United
States or tic other American Republics who has alrcady established
himself in his particular fiocld. The primary conccrn of theosc
divisional caicfs will bc to organize aad conduct research. If
funds are mode available, the clicf of cazeh of the five divisions
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will be selected within a few months in order that they aay begin work
about January 1, 1944. After spending some time in consultation with leaders
in foreign agriculture in the United States Department of Agriculture, they
will visit several colleges and experiment stations in the other American
Republics, particularly in the tropics. .

Fram five to ten graduate students will be selected to carry on research in
each division under the guidance of the divisional chief, As a prerequisite
to admission, all students will have a Bachelor's Degree, or its equivalgnt,
in an agricultural or related science. It will be the responsibility of each
chief to determine the exact research problem that will be assigned to each
student as this will depend upon the chief's interest, the interest and back-
ground of the student, and available material and equipment.,

As conditions become familiar to the research staff, each division chief will
organize at least one seminar course for the students in his division and in
addition will offer at least one formal course for all of the students in the
Institute each scholastic year. It is planned to keep the number of these
formal courses to a minimum and since the student body will be camposed only
of graduates, basic courses in chemistry, physics, botany, zoology and other
sciences will not be offered. All students must become at least bi-lingual
with respect to the four official languages of the Institute. It is felt
that teachers of these four languages will be found among the'division chiefs
and research students., Plans are being made to begin graduate instruction
on or before July 1, 1944, although the formal research programs will be
initiated as soon as possible,

The Institute represents 21 countries and so it is important to have a medium
by which all can be informed of its activities., In addition it is essential
to make available to the public any results of its research. It has been
planned for considerable time to publish a quarterly, emphasizing scientific
findings, rather than general information or policy. In fact, preliminary
work has been done and a name, Agro-Anerica, has been suggested. It was
hoped at this time to have the quarterly in circulation but due to the war
certain difficulties have arisen and caused the postponement of the publi-
cation until a staff is available at Turrialba to take care of the technical
work involved in issuing a scientific publication.

A 1list of suggested topics for investigation under the Institute's initial
research program is attached. '

- B a a . S ; e w’"".‘r,'mt-""‘
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=XAMPLES OF SUGGESTED RESEARCH TOPICS

UNDER THE INITTAL RESEARCH PROGRAM OF THE

INTER=~AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

I. Division of Agricultural Encineering

l. Design of agricultural machinery for use on small farms.

2. Planting and harvesting equipment for intercalary crops.

3+ Irrigation equipment and methods for lowland rice.

L. House design for peons in the tropics.

5 Utilization of soils in the manufacture of adobe, brick and tile.

IT, Division of Animal Industry

l. Improvement of livestock and poultry through breeding.
2 Nutritive value of tropical feeds for livestock.

3. Diseases and parasites of animals.

Le Meat cuttins and nacking.

5« lManufacture of cheese and other dairy products.

IITI, Division of Entomology

l. Life history of major field crop, fruit, and vegetable insects.
2+ Insects affecting man and livestock.

3. Biological control of insects in the tropics.

4e Insecticides and their value under tropical conditions.

5. Systematic studies of tropical insects.

IV, Division of Plant Industry

l, Corn culture at various altitudes.

2. Improvement of edible soy beans for the tropics through
breeding and selection.

3. Effect of shade on coffee production.

L+« Improvement of pastures and forage crops.

5 Fruit and vegetable cultural problems.

V. Division of Soils

1l. Relationship of pH to phosphorus availability in tropical soils.
2+ Soil erosion in the tropics.

3s Classification of tropical soils.

s Soil managenent under irrigatione.

5« Value of fertilizer in soils under tropical conditions.
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BUDGET FOR FISCAL YfAR, 1943-19L4L
(Tentative)

-

Funds on Hand, July lst

Balance of Original Construction ggeratious
Grant-in-Aid $%§0,000.00 #55,000.00
June 15, 1943 Reguests for Funds
Addition of Wings to Dormitory $126,500,00 %35,000, 00
Units of Administration Building 231,000,00
12 Additional Faculty Houses 90,500,00
Dairy Products and Cold Storage Bldgs. 78,750.00
Electrical Generating Plant 31,500,00
Water Supply 10,700,00
Sewage Disposal 8,500,00
Roads and Drainage 5,500,00
Electrical Transmission 3,200,00
Contingencies 3,850,00
Grand Total #590, 000,00
August 6, 1943 A
To provide budget (including
salary, travel and living
expenses) for five outstanding
scientists to head divisions of
Entomology, Agricultural Engineering,
Animal Husbandry, Plant Industry and .
Soils: #50,000,00
All Yeather Plantation, Panama $10,000.C0 28, 600,00
410,000, 00 378,600,00
Disbursemnents
Fiscal Year, 19/3-19LL
Material and Construction $930,000,00
Faculty and Operations . ‘ »140,000,00
All Weather Plantation, Panama 10,000,00 28,600, 00

%168, 600,00

Fiscal Year 1944-1945 to be operated under terms of Proposed Convention,

3940, 000. 00
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COLVIENTION

The Inter-american Committce
on Agriculture had had under consideration
alnost since its inception a Convention for
the operation of the Institute. From time
to tim: it has gone ov:r proposals for such
a Convention and finally, at a mceting on
August 4th, adopted a Draft of a Convention
which was prescnted to the Governin- Board
of the ran american Union on September 18,

1943.

The following is th: text of the
rcport prascnted to-the Board:
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REPORT OF THE INTER-AMIRICAN COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
SUBMITTING TO THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE PAN AMERICAN UNION
THE DRAFT CONVENTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN

INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

In accordance with the recommendatiomsof the Governing
Board of the Pan American Union made at the meetings of June 4,

July 2, and October 7, 1942, the Inter-American Committee on
Agriculture has prepared a Draft Convention on the Inter-American
Institute of Agricultural Sciences.

At the special meeting of the Governing Board, held on
June 4, 1942, the Coﬁétitution and By-Laws of the Institute were
approved until such time as a Convention, giviﬁg permanent character
to the Institute, could be ratified.

The Committee, in accordance with these recommendations,
has the honor to submit the attached Draft Convention to the Governing
Board, with the suggestion that it be submitted to the Governments
for observation and comment., It is further recommenced that the

Governments be requested to send their replies to the Pan American
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Union prior to December 1, 1943, in order that thecreafter the

definitive text of the Convention may be prepared and opened to

the signature of the Governments members of the Union.

Carlos M. Escalante

Enricue L8pez Herrarte

Delegate of Costa Rica

R, Ballivién

Delegate of Guatemala

G. Blanco M,

Delegate of Bolivia

M, Ao Maulme

Delegate of Mexico

Je Chévez

Delegate of Ecuador

Héctor David Castre

Delegate of Peru

FEarl N. Bressman

Delegate of E1l Salvador

Delegate of the -United States

s

Arturo lLares

Delegate of Venezuela
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_CONVENTIGN FOR THE

INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

The Governmeﬁts of the American Republics, desiring to pro-
mote the advancement of the agricultural sciences and related a£ts and
sciences; and wishing to give practical effect to the resolution approved
by the Eighth American Scientific Congress held in Washington in 1940,
recommending the establishment of an Inter-American Institute of Tropical
Agriculture, have agreed to conclude a Convention in order to recognize
the permanent status of the Inter-American Institute gf Agricultural
Sciences, hereinafter referred to as "tﬁe Institute," on the basis of the
following Art%cles:

Article I

Thé Contracting States hcreby recognize -the pormancnt sfatus of
the Inter-American Institute of Agricuitural Sciences, incorporzated under
the laws of the District of Columbia, U.S.A., on June 18, 1942; and they
agree to recognize the Institute as a legal entity in accordance with
their own legislation. The Institute shall have all the rights, benefits,
assets, lands and other propcrty to which it was or may be entitled as
a2 corporation, and shall assume 2ll the obligations and contracts for
which it became responsible as a corporation.

The exeeutive headquarters of the Institute shall be located in
Washington, D.C. The principal field headquarters of the Institute shall
be located iﬁ Turrialba, Costa Rica. Regioncl offices of the Institute

mey be maintained throughout the American Republics.
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PURPOSES
Article II
The purposes of the Institute are to encourage and advance the
development of agricultural sciences iﬁ the American Republics through
research, teaching and extension activities in the theory and practice
of agriculture and related arts and sciences,
In furtherance of these purposes the Institute may, subject to
the laws of the several countries, exercise the following powers: To
develop, finance and operate similar establishments and installations
in one or mo?e of the American Republics; to give assistance in the
establishment and maintenance of organizations having similar purposes
" in the said Republics; to purchase, sell, lease, improve or operate any
property in the American Republics, in accordance with'the purposes of
the Imstitute; to collaborate with the Government of any American Re-
public, or with any othes organization or entity, and to give assistance
to the same; to receive contributions and donations of money or property,

both real and personal; to enter ihto'snd carry out contracts and agree-
ments; to raise or acquire and, in any manner, dispose of all agricul-
tural commodities and products theresf essential for experimental or
research purposes; and to carry on any other business or activity
"appropriate to the foregoing purposes.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Article III
The representatives of the twenty-one American Republics on the

Governing Board of the Pan American Union shall serve as members of the
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Institute, and shall be considered as members of the Board of Directors
thereof, ;n the event that any member is unable to attend a meeting of
the Board of Directors the said member or his governmen£ may designate
an élternate for that purposé. The decisions of the Board shall be
adopted by a majority vote of its members, which majority vote shall in-
clude the votes of a majority of the members representing Contracting
States, The Board shall have, among'others, the following functions:
To elect the Director of the Institute and to approve the
appointment of the Secretary madc by the Director.
To remove both the Director and the Secretary.
To determine the compensation of the Director and the Secretary.
To supervise the activities of the Director, who shall be
responéible for carrying out all orders and resolutions of said
~ Board. | |
" To appoint and define the duties and compensation of an
administrative committee consisting of not more than eight
persons, of whom one shall be the Director of the Institute
ex officio, The members of this administrative committee need
‘mot be members of the Board of Directors.
To approve the budget for the administration of the Institute
to be submitted annually by the Director.
To fix the annual quotas of the Institute,
The Board shall receive an annual report from the Director
upon the activities of the Institute as well as upen its

general condition and financial status.,
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QFFICERS
Article IV

The Institute shall have a Director and a Secretary. The Director
shall be elected by the Board of Directors in plenary session for a term
of six years; he may be reelected one or more times, The first term
of the Director under the provisions of this Convention shall begin as
of the day on which this Convention enters into force.

The Secretary shall be appointed by the Director with the approval
of the Board of Directors of the Institutc and shall be directly respon-
sible to the Director,

The Director and thc Secretary shall hold office until their
respective successors shall be chosen and shall qualify; but they may be
removed by vote of the majority of tne members of the Institute,

THE DIRECTCR

1. The Director under the supervision of the Board of Directors
shall have ample and full powers to direct the activitics of the
Institute; and he shall be responsible for carrying out 2ll orders and
resolutions of said Board.

2. The Director under the supervision of the Board of Directors
shall be the legal representative of thc Institute; and he mﬁy legal-
ize, with the.éeal of the Institute, ell contracts, convegpances and
other instruments which require such legalization and which in his opin-
ion are necessary and advantageous to the operation of the Institute,

In addition, he¢ shall be authorized to teke any other step necessary to
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validate such instruments as may be required or permitted By law, The
Director may grant powers to.others for all those acts which he cannﬁt
perform personally,

3. The Director, under the supervision of the Boarq of Directors
of the Institute, shall have the power to appoint, remove, and deter-
mine the compénsation of employces,

L4« The Director shall prepafe the budget of the Institute for
each fiscal year, and submit it to the Board of Directors at least two
months before the annual meeting 2% which it will be considered for
approval, ‘

5 The Director shall submit an annual report to the Board of
Directors of the Institute two months‘before the annual meeting,
setting forth the work of the Institute during the year and its general
condition and financial status, and he shall submit to the approval of
the said Board the budget and the plans for the following year.

THE SECRETARY

Article VI

The Secretary shall kcep the minutes and records of the Institute,
shall exercise all prerogatives and carry out 2ll administrative duties
assigned to him by the Director.

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Article VII
Provision is made for the c¢stablishment of a Technical Advisory
Council, as follows:

1, Each of the Contracting States may appoint an agricultural







I

expert to be its representative in the Technical Advisory Council of the
Institute, This Council shall cooperate with thc Director on agricul-
tural matters of a technical naturc; AThe appointment of each representa-
tive shall be officially notified to the Secretary of the Institute. The
members of the Council shall serve for a period of five years at the will
of their respective governments, and may be reappointed one or more timesi

2. The Technical Advisory Council shall meet at least once a year,
under the chairmanship of the Director of the¢ Institute, at such place
as the activities of thc Institute may require; The Director may call
special mecetings 6f the Council on his own initiative, whencver the
Sest interests of the Institute may require., Noticc with respect to‘any
meeting shall be given at least two months in advance and shall state
the purpose or purposes of the proposed mecting. A majority of the
members of the Council shall constitute a quorum.

3. No member of the Technical Advisory Council, as such, shall
receive from the Institute any pccuniary compensation for his services,
although the Institute may defray travecling expenses of the members of
the Council to the annual meeting, |

FISCAL AGENT

Article VIII

The Pan American Union shall act as fiscal agent for and on behalf
of the Institute, and as such shall receive and disburse th¢ funds of

the Institute,



.-




the first of July of each year,

59~

MAINTENANCE OF THE INSTITUTE

-

Article IX

The income of the Institute for its maintenance and operation
shall consist of annuzl quotas paid by thc Contracting States, as well
as of lcgacies, donations and contributions which the Institute may
accept, Such funds and contributions shull be used only for purposes
in kceping with the character of the Institute.

The annuel quotas shall be determined by the Board of Directors
of the Institute provided the votc is uncnimous with respect to the mem~
bgrs representing the Contracting Statcs. The amounts of the respective
quotas shall be in proportion to the populction of each Contracting State,
on the basis of the latest official statistics in possession of the Pan
American Union on the first day of July of'eaqh ycar,

The annual quota payment of each Contracting State shall not exceed
one dollar United States currency per onec thousand of the total popula-
tion of that State. The quota payments may, howeve£, be increased by
unanimous recommendetion of those members of the Board of Directors who
represent Contracting Statcé and the approvel by the appropriate
authoritics of’ each of thc Contracting States of the¢ increased quota of
that State,

The quotas shell be communicoted annually by the Pan American Union
to the Gchrnments of the Contracting States, and shzll be paid before
- The quota payments of each Contracting State shall commence on the

day on which this Convention enters into force with rcspect to that State,
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prérated accorliing to the number of fuil calendar months remcining in
the current fiscal ycar,
The fiscal year of the Institute shall begin on the first day of
July of each year. ‘
LANGUAG;S
Article X
The official languages of_the Institute shall be Spanish, English,
Portuguese and French.

POSTAL PRIVILEGLS

Article XI
The Contracting States agree to extend to'the Institute forthwith
the domestic and international franking privilcge provided in the exist-
ing inter-American postal conventions and to ask the States members of
the Pan American Union which have not ratificd the present Convention to
grant the Institute the same postal privileges.

EXFRPTION FROK TAXATION

Article XII

" Lands and buildings in the territory of any of the Contracting
States of which the institutc is thc legal or equitablc owner and which
are used exclusively for the purposcs of the Institute shall be exempt
from taxation of every kind, National, State, Provincicl or Municipal,
other than assessments levied for Services or for local public improve- .
ments by which the premises are benefited,.

Furniture, equipment, supplies, construction metericls and any

other articles intended for official use of the Institute shall be exempt
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in the territofy of any of the Contracting States from every form of taxz-
tion, including but not limited to customs dutics, excise and surtaxes,
All funds and othcr property used for th;‘purposes of the Institute,
and all contracts and other official acts of the Institute within the
scope of its purposes shall likewisec be cxempt from taxation of every

kind in the territory of cach of thc Contracting Stotcs,
MOVELEENT OF FUNDS

Article XIII

Each of the Contracting States shall toke such measures as may be
appropriate to facilitate the movement of funds of the Institute.

' EXELPTIONS AND PRIVILIGES FOR
PLRSONNEL AND STUDENTS

Article XIV '
Each of the Contracting States agrees that it will accord to
persons engaéed in the work of the Institute or pur%uing studies under
'~ the auspices of the Institute, such privileges with respect to exemption
from taxation and other burdens affecting the entry, travel and residence
of such persons as may be appropriate under its laws and regulations,

SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION

Article XV
1. The original of the present Convention in the English, Spanish,
Portuguese and French lenguages shell be deposited with the Pan American
Union and opencd for signaturc by the Governmeéts of the American
Republics, The Pan Amgrican Union shall furnish a certified copy of the
present Convention to each signatory Government and to the Government of

each non-signatory State which is a member of the Union. The Pan American
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Union shall inform-2ll the Governments of the Stetes members of the Pan
American Union with respect to all signatures and the respective dates
thereof,

2. The present Corvention shall be ratified by the signatory States
in conférmity with their respective constitutional procedures. The
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Pan American Union
which shall notify all the-signatory Governmcnts of each ratification
deposited and the date of its deposit.

3. The present Convention shall com¢ into force three months after
the deposit of not less than five ratifications with the Pan American
Umdion. Any ratificction reccived after £he date of entry into force of
the Corvention shall take effect one month after the date of its deposit
with the Pan American Union.

DENUNCIATION

Article XVI

1. The present Convention shall, subjcct to the provisions of
Paragraph 2 of this Article, remain in force indefinitely, but mey be dg-
nounced by any Contracting State by a notification in writing to the Pan
Amcricen Union, which shall inform 211 the other Contracting States of
each notification of denunciation received., After the expiration of ong
year from the date of thc receipt by thc¢ Pan American Union of a notifica-
tion of denunciation by any Contracting State, the present Convention
shall cease to be in férce with respect to such State, but the Convention
shall remain in full force and effect with respecct to all the other

Contracting States,
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2, In the event that the number of Contracting Stztes should be
reduced to less than five as the result of denunciations, the remaining
Contracting States shall immcdiately consult with cach other with a view
to revising the present Convention and with a view to determining the
future status of the Institute. If, within two ycars after the date
upon which the number of Contracting States is reduced to less than five,
as the result of denunciations, no agreement shéll have been reachedlpy
the remaining Contracting States regarding the continuation of the Conven-
tion and the status of the Insﬁitute, the¢ Convention ghall, upon the
expiration of six months' written notice¢ by any remaining Contracting
State, cease to be in force¢., In the event that the Convention should
cease to be in force, the status of the Institutce shall be determined
by the Governing Board of the Pan American Union,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersignud Plenipotenticorics, h;ving
deposited their full powers found to be in due and proper form, sign this
Convention in the English, Spanish, Portuguese and French langucges at
the Pan American Union, Washington, D.C. on behzlf of thiir respective
Governments and affix thereto thiir seals on the dotes appearing

opposite their signatures.
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