Digitized by G 00816






Dr. GEORGE HARRAR

MEDALLA AGRICOLA
INTERAMERICANA 1968

INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
OF THE OAS

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA
October, 1971



Digitized by G OOS[C



DR. GEORGE HARRAR
, “MEDALLA AGRICOLA
INTERAMERICANA"” OF 1968

Official ceremony for
the presentation of this high honor

At the conclusion of the Extraordinary Session of
the Technical Advisory Council of the Inter—
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences
(November 16—17, 1970), the official ceremony
during which the “Medalla Agricola Interamericana”
of 1968 was presented to Dr. George Harrar, was held
in the conference room of the Organization of
American States, in Washington, D.C., on November
18, 1970.

Previous justifiable reasons had not made it
possible, until this date, to comply with this essential
requisite of delivering the award to the distinguished
American scientists.

The celebration was initiated by the President of
the Permanent Council of the Organization of
American States, Mr. Valerie T. McComie, which also
constitutes the Board of Directors of the Inter—
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences.

The Director General of this organism, Dr. José
Emilio G. Araujo, delivered the initial address to the
assembly. He was followed by Ing. Manuel Elgueta,
the Representative from Chile in the Technical
Advisory Council, who delivered the official
presentation address on the ‘“Medalla Agricola Inter-
americana” to Dr. Harrar.

Following this, the President of the Permanent
Council and President of the Board of Directors
of IICA, presented the symbol of the Medal to the
distinguished honored guest. The Deputy Secretary
General of the Organizacion of American States, Dr.
Miguel R. Urquia, delivered the corresponding
Diploma which read:

“Medalla Agricola Interamericana
“Whereas: The Technical Advisory Council of the

Inter—American Institute of Agricultural Sciences of
the OAS:



“By Resolution No. 1 of the Thirteenth Annual
Meeting, celebrated in San José, Costa Rica, on the
twenty—ninth day of April of the year ninteen
hundred sixty—elght, agreed to confer the high honor
of the 'Medalla Agricola Interamericana’ of nineteen
hundred sixty—eight in the category of Research and
Training, to Dr. GEORGE HARRAR as international
public recognition for his extraordinary contribution
towards the development and progress of agriculture
and the improvement of rural life in the American
countries, the undersigned President of the Council
issues and authorizes this testimony in the city of
Washington, D.C., on the eighteenth day of the
month of November of the year nineteen hundred
and seventy.

José Emilio G. Araujo”’



PROPOSAL OF

DR. GEORGE HARRAR’'S NAME
BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF
COLOMBIA, CHILE AND MEXICO

April 28, 1968

Mr. Rogelio Coto—Monge

Secretary of the Technical Advisory Council

Inter—American Institute of Agricultural Sciences of
the OAS

General Director’s Office

San José, Costa Rica

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In our official capacity as Representatives before
the Technical Advisory Council of the Inter—
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, we are
pleased to propose the name of Dr. George Harrar as
candidate for the ‘““Medalla Agricola Interamericana”
of 1968. We attach a biographical summary of Dr.
Harrar for your information.

Sometime ago, Dr. Harrar celebrated the twenty—
fifth anniversary of the initiation of the Program of
Agriculture of the Rockefeller Foundation, as Head
of the Office of Special Studies of the Secretariat of
Agriculture of Mexico. Up until that time, the
Foundation had dedicated most of its efforts to
public health and populations problems.

Thanks to Dr. Harrar's pioneer work in Mexico,
the Rockefeller Foundation entered the field of
agriculture of Latin America and has been since then
a determining factor in the improvement of research
and agricultural training through its cooperative
programs in Colombia, Chile and Mexico; by the
availability of grants to all the Latin American
countries for the improvement of equipment and
other facilities of the research centers; and by the
establishment of a great number of scholarships for
research and for carefully selected students, who after
receiving the benefits of advance training, have
?ecome the leaders in their respective professional
ields.



During the course of the last few years, the
Rockefeller Foundation took another step of great
importance for the development of agriculture in
Latin America, when it established international
programs for the improvement of food crops such as
rice, wheat and potatoes, and only lately, by the
establishment of the International Center for Tropical
Agriculture which is due to commence operations in
Colombia shortly.

By proposing the candidacy of Dr. Harrar for the
‘‘Medalla Agricola” for the year 1968, the
undersigned Representatives of Colombia, Chile and
Mexico, respectfully request our esteemed colleagues
of the Technical Advisory Council to extend inter—
American public recognition to this scientist’s
extraordinary achievements in the fields of research
and education and for the outstanding contributions
that the Rockefeller Foundation, to which he has
consecrated and devoted so many years, has
developed on behalf of the American countries.

Respectfully yours,

Jorge Ortiz—Méndez Manuel Elgueta—Guerin
Representative of Colombia Representative of Chile
Felipe Gaytin—Cirdenas

Representative of Mexico



REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON
AWARDING THE MEDALLA AGRICOLA
INTERAMERICANA FOR 1968

As instructed by the Technical Advisory Council,
we have studied the presentation -made by the
Delegates from Colombia, Chile and Mexiog, under
which Dr. George Harrar is proposed as candidate for
the award of the “Medalla Agricola Interamericana”,
and state the following:

That the research work initiated and developed by
Dr. Harrar under the Program of Agriculture of the
Rockefeller Foundation in Mexico, has had marked
and extraordinary repercussions in the improvement
of agricultural production of that country;

That the results of this pioneer achievement have
influenced the Foundation to develop similar
programs within as well as outside of the American
continent;

That the approach, experience and success
obtained under these programs is such as to inspire
and justify the initiation of further action conducive
to the development of agriculture of the Latin
American countries;

That the success achieved from research in solving
the problems that have arisen in the expansion of
these programs, has been an important contributing
factor in the development of agricultural sciences and
technology;

That the training of technical personnel, achieved
through these same programs, has been a determining
factor in the unquestionable improvement of research
and training in Latin America;

That, in conclusion, by granting the “Medalla
Agricola Interamericana” for 1968 to Dr. George
Harrar, proper public recognition is extended for
extraordinary services rendered in the consecration
and expansion of agricultural sciences in Latin
America;



We take advantage of the occasion to express to
the Chairman and Members of the Technical Advisory
Council our sincere gratitude for the opportunity
afforded by the task entrusted upon us and which we
have discharged herewith.

San José, Costa Rica, April 30, 1968.

Ing. Luis Alberto Alvarez  Ing. Mauro Villavisencio
Representative of Parsguay Representative of Peru

Ing. Francisco Lino Osegueda
Representative of El Salvador



AWARDING THE MEDALLA
AGRICOLA INTERAMERICANA FOR 1968

Resolution No. 1 '
The Technical Advisory Council

Having seen the proposal submitted by the
Representatives of Colombia, Chile and Mexico, and

Considering:

That thanks to the pioneer work carried out by
Dr. George Harrar in Mexico twenty—five years ago,
as Head of the Special Research Office of the
Secretariat of Agriculture and Cattle, the Rockefeller
Foundation entered the field of agriculture in Latin
America and has since contributed decisively to the
improvement of research and agricultural education
of Latin America by means of its cooperative
programs, of grants to improve equipment and
facilities of the research centers, and by awarding a
great number of scholarships to Latin American
technicians;

That this action of positive benefit which the
Rockefeller Foundation has been performing,
increased under the Presidency of Dr. Harrar,
especially with the establishment of international
programs for the improvement or rice, wheat and
potatoes, which are food crops in Latin America, and
with the establishment of the International Center of
Tropical Agriculture which is due to start operations
shortly in Colombia.

That Dr. Harrar deserves Inter—American
recognition for his outstanding personal work in
education and research as well as for the important
work executed by the Rockefeller Foundation under
his able guidance;

Resolves:

To award Dr. George Harrar the ‘“‘Medalla Agricola
Interamericana” of 1968 as international public
recognition for the outstanding work that he has
achieved in education and research and for the
extraordinary achievements of positive benefits to
Latin America' which under his inspiration and
guidance have been developed by the Rockefeller
Foundation, the institution to which an award of
warm recognition is also extended.
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THE AWARD REPRESENTS

A TESTIMONY OF GOOD FAITH
IN THE COMMON DESTINY

OF OUR PEOPLES

OAS/Ser. L/I.
1ICA/JD-730-7
16 November 1970
Original: Spanish

Statement by IICA’s Director General, Dr. José
Emilio G. Araujo, during the presentation of the
Medalla Agricola Interamericana, awarded to Dr.
George Harrar, President of the Rockefeller
Foundation.

Doctor George Harrar,
President of the Rockefeller Foundation:

It is of great personal satisfaction for me to
present the ‘“Medalla Agricola Interamericana” for
1968 to Dr. George Harrar. It is the sentiment of a
former Rockefeller Foundation Scholarship recipient
who, due to very special circumstances, has the
enormous pleasure of acting as the bearer of this
message of recognition for Doctor Harrar’s labors in
behalf of the agriculture of America. ,

Special circumstances, | repeat, make it possible
for me to present, this day, the Medalla Agricola
Interamericana which the Technical Advisory Council
of the Inter—American Institute of Agricultural
Sciences awarded to Dr. Harrar in 1968.

But this in turn permits me to emphasize the fact
that, to the merits which Dr. Harrar possessed in
1968, others of world. wide trascendence have
continued to accumulate in the more recent past.

Today, the so called “green revolution™ is not just
a project; today it is a tangible reality of such
importance that the Nobel Peace Prize has been
awarded to one of the principal researchers of the
Foundation‘ a fitting climax to the efforts of the
Foundation’s President, Dr. Harrar, in this field.

-~



This single fact would be sufficient to explain my
satisfaction as Director of IICA in presenting this
award; but there are other events which also
contributed to this satisfaction. In 1968 the
International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT),
to be established in Colombia, was also a project.
Today it is a program of singular importance for the
countries of Latin America, in full march and with
unlimited possibilities for the future.

It gives me pleasure to affirm that | have been
witness to the process of consolidation of CIAT, and
that within the limits of our possibilities we, the
technical personnel of IICA, are forging links of
friendship and of joint professional effort with those
who are working in this institution. From this,
without doubt, will emerge an important
coordination of efforts in behalf of the social—
agricultural progress of our peoples.

The Inter—American Institute of Agricultural
Sciences is entering a decisive phase of its hemispheric
projection; one which is characterizing 1ICA as an
entity with a profound humanistic orientation,
defining rural man as the ultimate goal of its efforts.
For this reason it gives me even greater pleasure to
present the ‘““Medalla Agricola Interamericana” to Dr.
Harrar, because his participation and experiences in
Mexico, Chile and Colombia have enabled him to
know just how closely related the destiny of Latin
American agriculture is to the integral development
of the American Continent.

Dr. José Emilio G. Araujo, Director General of IICA,
emphasizes the significance of the presentation of the
“’Medalla Agricola Interamericana” to Dr. George Harrar. The
Deputy Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. Miguel R. Urquia;
the President of the Permanent Council, Mr. Valerie T.
McComie, Representative of Barbados; Dr. Harrar; and Ing.
Manuel Elgueta, Representative of Chile in 1ICA’s Technical
Advisory Council, looking on.
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Likewise, he knows well the reciprocal relation
existing between technological development in rural
areas and the necessary social development of those
who live there.

For all these reasons, | am convinced that the
presentation of the Medal in these circumstances
should be understood as a homage rendered to Dr.
Harrar, not only as a pioneer of the Rockefeller
Foundation in its activities in Latin America, but also
for being the depository of the hope and faith of
Latin Americans that the institution he represents
will continue its decided support of the agricultural
research programs of the continent, with direct
benefits for the long—suffering but resilient Latin
American campesino.

In behalf of these people, humble and simple yet
hard—working, whose faith in us we cannot defraud,
receive most meritoriously Dr. Harrar, the “Medalla
Agricola Interamericana” for 1968; wear it with pride
for it represents a testimony of faith in the common
destiny of our peoples.



OFFICIAL ADDRESS ON THE
PRESENTATION OF THE MEDALLA
AGRICOLA INTERAMERICANA

TO DR. GEORGE HARRAR

OAS/Ser. L/I
1ICA/JD-730-11
18 November 1970
Original: Spanish

Pronounced by Ing. Manuel Elgueta, Representative.
of Chile before the Technical Advisory Council of
lICA.

The Inter—American Institute of Agricultural
Sciences has entrusted me with the honor of
presenting Dr. ). George Harrar, President of the
Rockefeller Foundation, with the Inter—American
Agricultural Medal awarded to him by decision of the
Institute’s Technical Advisory Council, formed by
representatives from all the American countries. |
deeply thank the Institute for this privilege.

By a fortunate coincidence, this ceremony takes
place shortly after the awarding of the Nobel Peace
Prize to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. Naturally, prizes are
given to scientists directly responsible for outstanding
contributions to welfare of mankind, as is the case of
Dr. Borlaug. It is interesting, however, to ponder over
the circumstances that made it possible for Dr.
Borlaug to devote his life’s best efforts to wheat
improvement and to achieve the brilliant results we
all know. This mental process leads us directly to Dr.
Harrar. Without his prophetical and original vision,
the wheat program could not have reached its present
goal. It was necessary for Dr. Harrar to foresee that
the hunger problem that threatened mankind could
only be solved if encountered and attacked on a
world—wide dimension.

13
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Dr. Harrar's scientific sphere of action is Plant
Pathology. He has contributed to this discipline with
important research findings at the beginning of his
career at the University of Puerto Rico, where he was
appointed Head of the Biology Department in 1929,
serving in that capacity until 1933. He then moved to
the University of Minnesota and afterwards to the
Virginia Polythecnic Institute, ending his research
activities as specialized pathologist at Washington
State College.

The President of the Permanent Council of the OAS —which
also constitutes IICA’s Board of Directors— Mr. Valerie T.
McComie, presenting the symbol of the “Medalla Agricola
Interamericana” to Dr. George Harrar.

x



The Deputy Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. Miguel R.
Urquia, presenting the Diploma of the “Medalla Agricola
Intersmericana” to Dr. Harrar.

In 1942 he joined the Rockefeller Foundation
staff and was entrusted with the task of organizing
the Mexican Agricultural Program, which was at its
initial stages. His work in Mexico, developing and
supervising the program activities gradually directed
his mind to wider and more ambitious aims. Purely
national achievements were not enough. He
endeavored to bring together agricultural scientists,
organizing Latin American meetings on Plant Science.
The first of these meetings was held in 1948, with an
attendance of about 30 scientists who had come from
most of Latin American countries. This first meeting
marked the starting point of a series of Latin
American gatherings held in different countries, with
about 800 participants in the most recent ones. Next
‘week, the Eighth Meeting of the Latin American
Association of Plant Scientists will take place in
Bogoti and | have the pleasure of having been invited
to participate.

e
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His nine—year stay in Mexico made him feel as a
true Mexican at heart and —what is more important
for us Latin Americans— gave him a deep insight into
our countries’s problems, vices and virtues. He
realized the difficulties that were to be encountered
in developing research programs due to a permanent
lack of adequate funds, negative public response, and
administrative hindrances, which are all too common
to our countries. Additionally, he arrived at the
conclusion that research had to be planned and
oriented towards the achievement of economically
justifiable results. He also realized that the technical
formation of our agriculture professionals did not
enable them to undertake research on a sound
scientific basis, and that it was essential to develop
nuclei of specialized local researchers in order to
organize efficient programs. The scholarship program
for agriculture professionals established by the
Foundation in the forties was aimed to afford young
professionals with the opportunity to pursue regular
postgraduate studies. Let us not be led to believe that
this notion, so clear and unquestionable nowadays,
was fully understood then. The first programs for
advanced training were oriented on an erroneous
concept of the real requirements and purpose of
professional training in our countries. The prevailing
reasoning at that time was based on the false idea that
our universities had provided the young professionals
with sufficient theoretical and applied knowledge to
perform their duties at the various stages of
agricultural production. In this way, they only
needed to verify the results obtained in more
developed countries and then attempt to undertake
similar programs under local conditions at their
return. Those of us who were concerned with these
problems at that time, had to surmount serious
obstacles to convince organizations like FAO and the
United States Government itself that the professional
training we needed had to be obtained through
formal postgraduate studies.

The Foundation policy initiated in the forties has
made possible the formation of nuclei of agricultural
scientists in our countries. Nowadays, the concept of
postgraduate training has a clear and definite
meaning, and opportunities for our professionals to
obtain advanced training have increased, both
through postgraduate studies at American and
European universities and, lately, in some recently
created Latin American ones.

Since his appointment as Director for Agriculture
in the Foundation’s Natural Sciences Division, he
organized in Colombia and Chile national programs
similar to those carried out in Mexico, thus enabling
these countries to perfect and develop their Research



Departments, which were later transformed into
specialized Institutes, and to make positive progress
in the research work directed to the solution of
specific agricultural problems in both nations.

However, the idea of finding solutions to the
problem of hunger in the entire world was becoming
an ever increasing concern in Dr. Harrar’s mind. His
initiative to extend the Mexican experience to all
Latin American countries was materializing in more
ambitious projects comprising the whole world. His
.publications bear witness to this his constant concern
to conquer hunger in the world. In his book
“Principles of Plant Pathology”, published jointly
with another prominent scientist, Dr. E. C. Stackman,
the problem of plant diseases is handled with a social
approach, analyzing in a most interesting and original
way the competition of diseases with man welfare.
Another book, “Strategy for the Conquest of
Hunger”, a collection of his writings from 1953 to
1966, published in 1967, reveals the evolution of his
thought in regard to the problem of hunger in the
world, originated by the demographic explosion and
technical backwardness.

His ideas first took shape in 1959 with the
creation of the International Rice Research Institute
in the Phillipines. A new variety of rice, which is
completely changing this crop’s perspective in eastern
countries, is an Institute’s accomplishment occurred
shortly after its creation.

This is the first instance, perhaps, of a plant built
to suit the ecological conditions of its environment.
In its development, along with geneticists, plant
breeders and plant pathologists, physiologists also
contributed, carefully evaluating the pre—requisites
the rice plant should comply with in order to take
full advantage of ecological conditions, both natural
such as photoperiod, moisture and temperature, and
man—made such as fertilization and management.
Starting from this plant scheme, plant breeders set to
work to build a new variety, IR—8, the result of these
" joint efforts. The new plant has short and firm straw
and leaves inserted in 45° angles for a more efficient
photosynthesis.

The establishment of this first Institute was
followed by the creation of CIMMYT in Mexico,
CIAT in Colombia, and IITA in Nigeria, all of them
mainly sponsored by the Rockefeller and Ford
Foundations, and devoted to the solution of
problems related to production of basic foodstuff:
wheat and maize in Mexico, rice in the Phillipines,
meat and tropical plants for human nutrition in

17
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Colombia and Nigeria. Both tropical Institutes, CIAT
and IITA, aim at rescuing for efficient man utilization
the immense expanse of tropical lands which are now
being poorly used for agricultural purposes, yielding
only a marginal production.

In a very short lapse of time, the new institutes
reflected the truth involved in Dr. Harrar’s thinking.
The miraculous rice and the dwarf wheats, which
have produced the so—called Green Revolution, are
conclusive proofs of the necessity of tackling the
problems related to productivity improvement in a
world—wide scope. The success of this inspirited
initiative should cause mankind, inhabiting in a world
which is becoming increasingly smaller, to understand
that survival problems can only be solved by a joint
effort of all countries, setting aside nationalisms and
differences. '

I first met Dr. Harrar in 1948, during the First
Latin American Meeting of Plant Scientists held in
Mexico. | have kept in touch with him along these
years and | have closely followed his passing through
different positions within the Foundation until its
Presidency, which he now so brilliantly serves. This is
why | know him well and why | admire his thought
and his accomplishments, which | have tried to
summarize in these poorly arranged sentences.

In 1967, on occasion of the 25th anniversary of
his activities in the Foundation, his friends presented
him with a book which comprised the opinions of his
admirers all over the world on his invaluable
achievements. | wrote then a paragraph with which |
should like to end this brief presentation of an
illustrious man: “Few are the people like you, Dr. ).
George Harrar, who have the privilege to look back to
a successful, constructive, useful and happy life”.



DR. GEORGE HARRAR'S DISCOURSE
ON ACCEPTANCE OF THE AWARD

All of those men and women who are involved in
transforming the rural world, represent one of the
highest forms of humanity.

Abstract of discourse by Dr. George Harrar in
appreciation for having been awarded the Inter—
American Medal of Agriculture. Stating that he would
prefer to speak in his own language for the sake of
clarity, he said:

—I feel more confident standing up, more at home.
That may be due to the onetime professor
“syndrome”. | am not quite certain, but the fact is
that it is hard for me to express to the leaders of this
important organization, to the distinguished
representatives of the member countries who are
present on this occasion and in this beautiful
building, and in the presence of such long tradition,
just how | feel on having the privilege of joining the
small but select group of people who have been
chosen to receive this honor.

—Upon meeting those who have received it in the
past, | find myself in very pleasant company. | hope |
will be worthy of it.

—1 would also like to be worthy of the words that
my friends —it is wonderful to have friends like
them— have spoken here tonight. | have heard those
words and have received them in their true value. |
hope 1 could really be worthy of at least a part of
what they have expressed.

—It is very gratifying to look back over the history
of the Agricultural Development Program, in which
many of us have been deeply involved. As for me, all
|1 can say is that | have been privileged. From my
point of view, the privilege has consisted in having
been able to work with . . ., to learn from.. . ., and to
share efforts with so many outstanding people of
Latin America and other continents.

—I believe that one of the best things that have
happened to the Rockefeller Foundation is having
been invited by Mexico, in 1942, to join this country
and, together with other Latin American leaders,
scientists and educators, try to find answers to certain
important social problems.

19



20

—1 consider that that occasion was a great tribute
to the confidence in the Rockefeller Foundation,
inspired by knowledge of its important work. | can
confess, now that | have the Inter—American Medal
of Agriculture, that when | went to Mexico | did not
have a clear idea of what we were going to do in this
country.

—There were a lot of things | did not know at the
time. | was only smart enough to ask the Mexicans to
tell me what they thought we should do, how to do it
and where to do it; what the problems were, what the
priorities were and how we should organize ourselves
to begin, even if it were only in a limited way, to look
for the answers to some basic problems and convert
them into solutions.

—The reading of writings by the Latin Americans |
have had to be in contact with —and | am pleased to
state that they now form legion— has given me hopes,
has helped me to improve my education and has given
me the evidence, the facts, the figures and the
necessary information so that | could go back to my
country to convince my somewhat “hard” directors
in New York, that we needed the money.

—I think my reasoning was based on what was
happening in Mexico and also with our friends in
Colombia, Chile and, less formally, in other countries .
in Central and South America. | believe, also, that it
was due to the fact that this Program, thanks to all of
those present and to their colleagues in their
countries, actually developed like a net, and this
made us realize that we had developed a “critical
mass’’.

—It was all right that we should do a little
research; that we should give a few grants and that we
try to increase our knowledge about the problems;
and that we should do something to solve them; but
we felt that what was really important for us to do
was to get, from the knowledge we acquired, a lesson
for the future. Because, unless we were able to
convert what little we knew and what little we were
capable of achieving, into a somewhat larger body of
information, and readapt the success achieved, we
would not be accomplishing much.

—The most important part of all that effort was to
increase the continued expansion of the group of
young people, of men and women that were working
with devotion and competence, to achieve the
opportunity of developing these characteristics of the
Program in order to channel them for the benefit of
their countries in the coming years.



—The Rockefeller Foundation can say today that
of all the things it has done, some have been really
useful and that, the most important one, even though
the most difficult one to describe, is implicit in the
fact that there are over 19,000 persons connected
with the Foundation throughout the years, that are
leaders in their own countries in fields such as
agriculture, the basic sciences, medicine and the
economy. Together with them, we have steadily
developed these fundamental fields which are
undoubtedly of great benefit, if we consider that we
have to bring about some effect on the problems,
which are continuously increasing, that affect our
society on a world—wide basis.

—Even if we had done nothing else, we would be
satisfied and also proud of having had the privilege of
associating with so many brilliant young people,
particularly in Mexico, subsequently in ether
countries.

—In Chapingo we met our first young people. At
that time it was just one more school of agriculture.
Today, it is beginning to graduate its first doctors
(Ph.D.), which is making it into one of the most
advanced institutions of its kind.

—But Chapingo is not alone. There are other
schools in Latin America that are making not only
great contributions to the advancement of higher
education, but they are also influencing the
development of the countries, through the students
that gain knowledge through their training, which
they then apply for the benefit of their countries.

—I have had the opportunity of seeing the
graduates of these schools and | can definitely state
that | would put them on a par with the graduates of
any other good institution of learning, because they
have the scientific capability, the determination, and
the proven skill to do their work.

—This process has experienced its growth and will -

continue to grow because it is essential to solve the
vast and difficult problem we all know so well, to give
the young people the opportunity of developing their
cz‘pabilities and of applying them for the benefit of
others.

—The so—called “Green Revolution” —I'm not
certain who coined the name— is the fruit of that
process. How could any of us have changed
something if we had not had the opportunity of being
associated with a growing number of young people,
first in one country and then in others?
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—The frequent meetings of pioneers that we have
had in the past have been instrumental in the meeting
tonight, of three hundred people in order to talk of
problems that are terribly important from the
scientific and agricultural points of view and, more
important yet, from the humanistic point of view.
For these people gathered here are humanistic in the
favorable sense of the word, and no doubt it will be
through the force of this humanism that it will be
possible for the *“‘demoniac” of things to disappear as
the years go by.

—This pre-revolution, as | see it, is still not a true
revolution; it is still not an achievement. It is, for me,
however, a hope, a sign, | would say, that it is
possible to bring about changes on the basis of a
critical mass, which will be capable, in turn, to raise
the hopes of agricultural nations. Because where there
is the need, and there is opportunity, desire,
dedication and intelligence, there is hope. And these
things are to be found everywhere. What we have to
do is to provide the leadership and try to take science
to the farmer. '

—It must not be forgotten that, in spite of the fact
that some people say that farmers do not even know
how to read and write, there is not one single farmer
that is not capable of determining what things are
good for him and his family, and claim an advantage
from it, if the opportunity arises.

—It is these farmers that we have to work with and
build with. That is why | believe that perhaps the
Green Revolution should have come a few years later,
until it were determined where it should be located.
There is a certain tendency to draw up:hypotheses
and coin slogans, and then try to attain the goals set
forth in them.

—There is at present in Latin America, for the first
time, enough evidence of what it is possible to
achieve through intelligence, devotion, effort and
persistency. However, this takes time and we cannot
think that this will be like carrying air conditioning to
all homes, at least not for the time being.

—The real heroes of the production of goods such
as the necessary food to produce energy as the basis
for life; and later, the goods and services supporting
society, are those who work to modernize agriculture.
They are also, those who are engaged in this activity,
who need more support for their work, much more
credit than they are getting. All of us, one way or
another, have a fair share in the blame for things not
being done as they should, because of the existing
tendency ' to consider agriculture as a simple

-



combination of seed, rain, sunlight, soils and a farmer
with a shovel.

—This activity constitutes a means of livelihood.
We all know and are proud of the fact that there are
men engaged in this activity. Still, there are many
people who look at it as a life sentence and would
like to give it up as soon as possible and do something
else.

—So, all of you, all of our colleagues and all those
who work in modernizing agriculture, are
contributing to the changing of this concept, by
showing that life in rural areas can be better, can be a
source of personal satisfaction and family life, and
can also create the means for changing the work from
an unrewarding task.

—This is what our work is all about, since it is not
only a matter of feeding people, even though we
know that this is important, essential and that it must
be done without delay. What we are really trying to
do is to test out man’s qualities and spirit in the
interaction between man and his environment, as well
as the interaction between men and nations, So that
society as a whole can some day become a better
society.

—I believe that all of those men and women who
are involved in transforming the rural world,
represent one of the highest forms of humanity,
because by devoting their lives and the professional
efforts to the well—being of others, they are
generously fulfilling the mission of thinking and
doing good for mankind. This transformation process
is slow —dishearteningly, agonizingly slow— but it can
no longer be held back.

—It is not a question of those men and women
being always willing to live in unconfortable areas, or
in areas that do not meet ‘“‘desirable” conditions. But
they do it and they accept it, because in doing so,
they feel they are doing something for the less
privileged. They do it with enthusiasm and will
continue to do it in ever—increasing numbers, with a
clearer understanding of the problems, and with
greater imagination for the solution of those same
problems.

—| do not agree with those who claim that
technology is reaching its zenith. | believe just the
opposite, that we are just beginning. It is true that
technology is becoming increasingly marvellous, that
its influence is increasingly effective and that its
contribution to the social environment is increasingly

dl
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forceful. But we cannot yet afford to cease in our
struggles. We must not sit down and rest just because
the *Green Revolution” has been attained. This is
precisely one of the things that worry me the most.

—We have gotten a platform; we have also attained
an ambition and we have obtained a basis on which
we can build better and faster; but we need to attract
more and more instruments of the present society in
order to advance toward the final goal.

—International agencies that give technical
assistance and those that offer financing and, what is
more important, the countries themselves, must all
recognize the role that agriculture must play in the
process of conquering the well—being of humanity, of
the entire world.

—This task has aspects that must be carried out
continuously, taking into consideration the enormous
differences in natural, topographic, and demographic
resources, prices, educational systems and other
differences that it would be to long to list.

—Some years ago, when | met the Agricultural
Attaché of the Mexican Embassy, he and | started to
go out to the country and talk things over and also to
disagree. In fact, sometimes we disagreed strongly and
even loudly. But we both learned a great deal and we
got to recognize that very often we were wrong.
What is more, on several occasions we later accepted
in private that you learn more from mistakes than
from successes, because mistakes teach in a way you
never forget.

—That is why | feel great concern when | hear
somebody talking about ‘“‘miracle” wheat or rice,
because it seems to me that it is then that we begin to
believe miracles can be performed every day —and
twice as much on Sundays and holidays— which
accomplishes nothing more than applying undue
pressure on the people who do the work, part of
which is wasted.

—The combination of efforts, brains, sweat, time,
hard work, tests and, at the present time, expansion,
is what brings about these results, erroneously called_
“miracles”.

—So far, the only thing we have accomplished is .
some good varieties and some new things. | hope in
the future we will be capable of developing new
varieties and even of “inventing” things never
dreamed of before.



—Cooperation is the byword for Latin America
and that is why we must give credit to IICA, with
which we are all associated. IICA is one of the oldest
members of the family of international institutions
working with considerable devotion in its field. Its
accomplishments are many;, its students are excellent.
In short, its future is bright.

—That is why | also have to say that | am deeply
honored with the great honor | have been given this
evening. | wish | could continue winning friends in
Latin America and do my best, directly and
indirectly, to contribute to the cause of this great
organization that you represent..

Thank you.

Dr. George Harrar, President of the Rockefeller Foundation,
delivers words of thanks for the honor conferred by the
award of the ““Medalla Agricola Interamericana” of 1968. On
his right, 1ICA’s Director General, Dr. José Emilio G. Araujo;
the Deputy Secretary General, Dr. Miguel R. Urquia; and the
President of the Permanent Council, Mr. Valerie T. McComie.
On his left, Ing. Manuel Elgueta, Representative of Chile,
who delivered the official presentation speech of the ““Meda-
lla Agricola Interamericana’” award.
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DR. GEORGE HARRAR
BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY

. Was born in 1906 and attended Oberlin College of

Ohio, lowa State College and the University of
Minnesota, U.S.A. Obtained the following degrees:
A.B., M.S. and Ph.D.

. From 1934 to 1941, was Professor of Biology in

the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, and from 1941
to 1942, was Head of the Plant Science
Department of Washington State University.

. In 1943 joined the staff of the Rockefeller

Foundation first as Director of Agriculture in
Mexico (1943—1952), and as Sub—Director of
Agriculture in New York (1955—1958). In 1959
was appointed Vice—President of the Foundation
and in 1961 became its President.

. Has been awarded numerous decorations and high

honors.

. Has prepared many publications among which are

included Guide to Southern Trees (1946), written
in collaboration with E. S. Harrar, and Principles
of Plant Pathology (1957), co—authored with E.
C. Stakman.



“LA MEDALLA AGRICOLA
INTERAMERICANA"

The history

1.— The “Medalla Agricola Interamericana” is the
highest distinction established in America to
recognize and stimulate publicly, on an international
basis, the achievements and outstanding merits of
those who consecrate their efforts to the
development of agriculture and rural life in any
country of the American continent.

2— The award was created by the Technical
Aavisory Council of the Inter—American Institute of
Agricultural Sciences, with the consensus of the
governments of the American Republics (Resolution
CTC/ll/Doc. No. 25, 3—13—57), at the Second
Annual Meeting held March 10—14, 1957, in
Turrialba, Costa Rica.

3.— The corresponding Regulations were worked
out by the Executive Office of the Inter—American
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, and were approved
(Resolution No. 8) during the Third Annual Meeting
of the Technical Advisory Council held March
10—13, 1958, in Santiago, Chile.

4.— During the Fifth Annual Meeting of the
Technical Aavisory Council, held March 7—11, 1960,
in Lima, Peru, an important amendment to the
Regulations was introduced which was destined to
raise the hierarchy and prestige of the ‘“‘Medalla
Agricola Interamericana” (Resolution No. 8). By
virtue of this amendment, which was proposed and
adopted in accordance with established policy for the
continued improvement of all the instruments of
action of the Institute, the Technical Advisory
Council ratified the decision that the ‘Medalla
Agricola Interamericana” be awarded applying a
criterion of very strict selection standards to enhance
the highest values of American Agriculture. The
Resolution modified the Regulations by revising the
orders originally established and creating a single
category for RESEARCH andfor EDUCATION, the
only disciplines where the award is conferred.

5.— By means of the same Resolution, mentioned
in the previous paragraph, the Council agreed to

A 7



28

establish a second order of distinction consisting of a
“Diploma de Honor” (honor diploma) also known as
“Diploma del Mérito Agricola” (merit diploma for
agriculture). This award is also conferred for public
recognition, on a continental basis, of accomplish-
ments in the development of the fields of agriculture
and rural life which may not have attained their
complete state of fruitfulness, but are nevertheless
outstanding in the benefits being derived and are,
therefore, worthly of emulation and encouragement.
This Diploma may be awarded on an annual basis to
one or more persons from one or more countries.

6.— During the Sixth Annual Meeting of the
Technical Aavisory Council, held March 5-9, 1962,
in San José, Costa Rica, the amendments to the
Regulations of the ‘“Medalla Agricola” and the
“Diploma del Mérito Agricola’ were ratified; and by
the third chapter of the same Resolution (No. 7), it
was also established that nominations for the
“Medalla”’ as well as for the “Diploma’’ must be made
exclusively through the permanent Representatives
before the Technical Advisory Council. It was also
established that the documentation, indicated by the
Regulations, containing supporting information on
the candidates for both awards, be detailed as much
as possible, may be presented to the Secretary
General of the Council, even during the course of the
preliminary session of the annual meetings of this
organism.

7.— During the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the
Technical Advisory Council, held April 21—23, 1969,
in Quito, Ecuador, new amendments to the
Regulations were adopted (Resolution No. 2), which
tended to identify specifically, candidates for the
“Medalla Agricola’ and for the “Diploma del Mérito
Agricola”, in the hope that the letters proposing
candidates indicate the type of recognition requested.
(Amendment to Resolution No. 7 mentioned in the
previous chapter). Resolution No. 2 of the
Fourteenth Annual Meeting of Quito incorporated in
the Regulations a new concept under which a
recipient of the “Diploma del Mérito Agricola” is not
disqualified as a candidate for the ‘“Medalla Agricola
Interamericana’’ in later years. )

8.— It is the functivn of the Inter—American
Institute of Agricultural Sciences to make formal
presentation of the ‘“Medalla Agricola Inter-
americana” during an official ceremony to be
effected on a special occasion, suitable to the
recipients, and in accordance with the prestige of the
distinctions.



9.— The names of those who are distinguished
with the ‘‘Medalla Agricola Interamericana”
(researchers and/or agricultural educators) will be
recorded in the vestibule of the main building of the
Training and Research Center of the Institute in
Turrialba, Costa Rica, and the Executive Office will
record the event separately in a brief publication to
commemorate the occasion.

Who have received the
“Medalla Agricola Interamericana”

10.— The award of the “‘Medalla Agricola Inter-
americana” was first presented in 1959. The
following is a list of those men of science who have
since been distinguished:

Dr. Martin Cirdenas 1959 Bolivia
Ing. Lorenzo Parodi 1960 Argentina
Dr. Wilson Popenoe 1961 U.S.A.
Dr. Carlos Krug 1962 Brazil
Ing. Manuel Elgueta 1963 Chile
Ing. Salomén Horovitz 1964 Venezuela
Dr. Ralph H. Allee 1965 US.A.
Ing. Ubaldo Garcia 1966 Argentina
Ing. Felisberto de Camargo 1967 Brazil
Dr. George Harrar 1968 US.A.
Dr. Leslie R. Holdridge 1969 U.S.A.
Ing. Armando Samper 1970 Colombia

Who have received the
“Diploma del Mérito Agricola”

11.— Only the following two diplomas have been
awarded since the establishment of this distinction:

Ing. Félix Choussy 71963 Mexico
Ing. Gabriel Itie Cantelie 1963 El Salvador
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EXECUTIVE OFFICES

Department of Official Relations
and Public Information

San Jose, Costa Rica
October 1971
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