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amaican Minister visits IICA. During 2 visit 0 JICA Headquariers on February 4, the Miri
oreign Affairs of Jamaica, Da vid H. Coore, met with Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General of [ICA.
inister praised the work carried out by the Institute and requested further cooperation for
ricultural developmentinthe Caribbean, andhis country in particular, inthe area of marketing. With
puty Minister of Foreign Relations of Costa Rica,

ftto right), are the De
-the Director General of [ICA, Martin E. Pifieiro; and the Vice President of Costa Rica,
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La Agricultura de América Latina
y el Caribe: Estrategias para el
Fin de Siglo

IICA in the News

Upcomiii; Activities

Anticles in this issue of IICA News may b8
reprooucsd it the source is credited. 4
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32 member countries and 14 permats
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50 Years of Cooperation

his will be a special year for the

Inter-American Institute for Co-
operation on Agriculture (IICA), which
will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary
with a series of activities.

IICA, founded on October 7, 1942,
was originally called the Inter-Ameri-
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences.

Fifty years later, IICA now has 32
Member States and 14 Permanent
Observers, the most recent being the
European Community (EC).

" In order to “encourage, promote and
support the efforts of the Member
States to achieve their agricultural
development and rural well-being,”
ICA channels its technical coopera-
‘tion actions through five Programs:
‘Agricultural Policy Analysis and Plan-
ing, Technology Generation and
ransfer, Organization and Manage-
ment for Rural Development, Trade
land Agroindustry, and Agricultural
ealth.

Modernization of the agricultural sec-
or, seeking equitable development and
tainability, is a key element of the
trategy followed in the region.

e Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-
lural Reactivationin Latin America and
he Caribbean (PLANLAC) was set in
motion in 1989, the conceptual frame-
Vork of which was enhanced with the
'ecommendations issued at the Tenth
Nter-American Conference of Minis-

ters of Agriculture (ICMA),
held in Spain in September
1991,

RETROSPECTIVE

Ever since it was established
as an agricultural research
and training center, the Insti-
tute has been steadily ex-
panding the scope of its ac-
tion, programs and activities.
At the same time, it has
modified its structure as nec-
essary to equip it to meet the
technical cooperation needs
of its Member States for pro-
moting agricultural develop-
ment and improving rural life.

The ongoing evolution of the
Institute made it necessary to
revise the Convention signed
in 1944. The new Conven-
tion, which went into effect in
1980, gave IICA its present name (In-
ter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture). This new legal instru-
ment introduced important changes
into the structure of the Institute and
consolidated and broadened its pur-

poses.
CELEBRATIONS

The spirit of ICA’s fiftieth anniversary
will permeate many of the activities to
take place during the year, both at
Headquarters and in the Offices inthe

member countries.

The spirit of ICA’s fiftieth anniversary will permeate many of
the activities to take place during the year, both at Headquarters
and in IICA’s Offices in its member countries.

On October 7, the anniversary will be
commemorated with special ceremo-
nies, to which authorities, diplomats
andrepresentatives frominternational
organizations and the inter-American
system will be invited.

Modernization of the agricultural
sector, seeking equitable develop-
ment and sustainability, is a key
element of the strategy followed in
the region.




[ICA and the Mandates of the Tenth ICMA

In Madnd, the ministers issued 17 recommendations which will focus the Institute’s actions on four broad topics.

hortly after the conclusion of the Tenth Inter-American

Conference of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), during
which the challenges to be faced by the sector over the next
few years were clearly identified, [ICA undertook the task of
translating the political agreements into concrete action.

This is nothing new for the Institute. In 1987, in Canada, the
ministers of agriculture of the Americas approvedthe Ottawa
Declaration, which gave rise 1o a process that gave birth, two
years later, to a hemisphere wide plan for agricultural reac-
tivation (Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean, PLANLAC).

In contrast to Ottawa, where a single recommendation led to
anintense process of consultation and search for consensus
in preparing the PLANLAC, the conference of ministers
meeting in Madrid in September 1991 presented 17 recom-
mendations, all equally important, which will now focus
IICA’s actions in four main areas: 1) to support agri-food
trade and hemispheric, regional and subregionalintegration;
2)to promote a modern, comprehensive and sustainable
agricultural sector, as defined atthe Conference; 3) the topic
of natural resources and the environment; and 4) human
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resource training and participation of the private sectorin'
process to design this new sector.

PRINCIPAL ACTIONS

In Spain, the ministers, satisfied with the progress mad
under the PLANLAC, asked IICA to identify new prior
areas and proposals for action, within the framework of (e
Plan. To this end, the Institute has undertaken a series
assessments through which it will identify, for each of ICAS &
four subregions, issues not already addressed or projec®
thatrequire reformulation. The report willbe presentedtO".‘e
consideration of the member countries during the regué"
meeting of the Executive Committee, next June.

Incompliance with another recommendationissuedin Madd
ameeting in Washington has been scheduled tentatively'
April, to evaluate the impact of the outcome of the U
Round of GATT on agriculture in the region. To this €M™
consultations are under way with the Inter-American De ’»'
opment Bank (IDB) and the Latin American Economic 5%
tem (SELA), among others. During the meeting, in 2992
1o studying the overall situation, representatives from !



government and the private sectors will have a chance to
evaluate the impact on each subregion.

Along other lines, IICA and the IDB will hold a meeting with
the different agencies of the inter-American system to dis-
cuss their positions on issues on the agenda of the United
Nations Conference on Environment ang Development
(UNCED), to be held in Rio de Janeiro this June. |t is likely
that an inter-agency study group will be set up to coordinate
implementation of the recommendations generated during
this intenational conference.

IICA specialists and highly qualified consultants continue to
work to draft a concrete proposal for taking advantage of
debt swaps for natural resource conservation and sustain-
able agricultural development.

Work is also under way on a short-term proposal to design
a research and technology transfer program for fragile
highland ecosystems, funding requests for which will be
submitted to several donor agencies.

The Inter-American Agricultural Documentation and Infor-
mation Center (CIDIA) is in charge of providing human

Photo/Helza de Aimeida, Rrazi|

Prior to the United Nations Conference o
be adopted in Rio de Janeiro.

resource training for agricultural modernization. CIDIA
is a specialized unit of IICA which will support the
member countries in designing their sectoral training pro-
grams.

With regard to rural development, during the first semester
0f 1992, a preliminary meeting will be held to study ways to
ensure the participation of non-governmental agencies in
decisions related to the agricultural sector. During the
second semester, a larger meeting will be held with non-
governmental organizations to draw up new proposals for
rural development.

In response to another recommendation, a short-term pro-
posal was prepared for defining development alternatives to
replace the production of illegal psychotropic substances.
This proposal gives continuity to an inventory of projects on
development alternatives prepared by the IICA Office in
Peru.

In addition to these and other actions taken to comply with
the mandates of the Tenth ICMA, IICA has made a series of
operational adjustments to ensure prompt and effective
implementation of the ICMA recommendations.




Headquarters

Korea Supports Promotion of
Agroindustrial Trade

he Minster of Agriculture, For-

estry and Fisheries of Korea,
Kyung Shik Cho, and the Director
General of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, re-
cently signed a technical cooperation
agreement in Rome aimed at promot-
ing the trade of agroindustrial com-
modities between Latin America and
Korea. Both officials were in Rome in
November to attend the FAO Biennial
Assembly.

Under the terms of the agreement, the
Korean Ministry of Agriculture and [ICA
will work through a joint project to for-
mulate practical strategies for boosting
agricultural trade between Korea and
several Latin American countries.

Korea will provide researchers and
operating funds for the three-year
project, which will operate o'ut of !ICA
Headquarters. Market studies WI||. be
conducted on products including
grains and edible oils, non-traditional
products, traditional products (coffee,
bananas, cotton and meat), and prod-
ucts with varying degrees of process-
ing, such as fruit pulp, canned goods
and chocolates.

Korea, which is a Permanent Observer
of ICA, has participated in various co-
operation activities with the Institute
overthe past few years. InJuly 1991,a
Korean mission of specialists visited
Headquarters to study opportunities
and constraints in the region for the

production and export of agricy,
commodities to meet demang in":m
country. They also studied the tradat
sanitary and monetary policies Cu(:'
rently affecting trade between the tW(;
regions. The results of these stydjgg
will serve as the basis for the projecty
be carried out over the next three
years.

One of the specialists noted that the
Korean market is growing rapidly, asis
its demand for agricultural products,
adding that Korea does not haye
enough land to produce the amount of
food it needs to feed a growing popu-
lation. While at present, the United
States, Australia and China are the
leading suppliers of agricultural com-
modities for the Korean market, the
specialists feel that the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean are
in a good position to supply, forex-
ample, tropical fruits and vegetables.

Cooperation in Support of Sustainable
Development in the Region

?’he_ purpose of the agreement is to improve
institutional capabilities for managing natural
resources.

6

ICA and the International Union for

the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
will develop joint actions to promote
sustainable development in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

To this end, the Directors General of
these organizations, Martin E. Pifieiro
and Martin Holdgate, respectively,
signed an agreement establishing a
frameyvork for collaboration aimed at
ensuring the appropriate manage-
ment, conservation and use of natural
resources.

Pifieiro and Holdgate signed the
agreement in Rome during the Bien-
nial Conference of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO), which took place in N
last year, : e

The two orga_lnizations will provide
technical assistance to national insti-

tutions, with the aim of upgrading their
skills in defining policies and designing -
strategies on natural resources and
environmental management. Special
attention: will be given to identifyingand
seeking international funding for thesé
initiatives. 3

Other key elements of the agreement
concern the generation and process:
ing of information on su stainable 0
velopment, with emphasis onthe s
tablishment of services for identifyind
needs, defining priorities and creatind
investment opportunities.

According to Pifieiro and Holdgate, I
agreement will contribute to: imp
the capabilities of institutions and!
personnel for managing natu
sources, upgrading the actions®
governmental and non-governme’

institutions, promoting coopera®
programs among countries, "
couraging the implementation 0
tional conservation strategies 2
public and private sectors-

rovind

ralre:
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((pecialists from the United States,

Canada, Latin America and the Euro-
pean Community (EC), attending a seminar
last December in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
agreed that the trade protectionism of de-
veloped countries is not ecologically viable.

IICA was represented at the seminar by its
Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro, who, to-
gether with the Secretary of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries of Argentina, Marcelo
Regunaga, synthesized the conclusions of
the seminar.

During the seminar, entitled “The Environ-
mental Impactof OECD Agricultural Policies,”
the Secretary for International Relations of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina,
Alieto Gaudagni, recommended further study
on the concept of swapping debt for sustain-
able development. As he said, “We cannot
afford to pass up opportunities for produc-
tion.”

In Pifeiro’s judgement, there is a “perverse
relationship” between the protectionist and
subsidy policies of the industrialized countries
and the deterioration of the environment and
the natural resources related to agriculture.

agricuitural commodities

Forhis part, Regiinaga wamedthat subsidies

environmental deterioration a

171G

Trade Protectionism 1S not
Ecologically Viable

The Secretary for International Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Argentina, Alieto Guadagni (right) proposed that further thought be given to

According to information discussed at the cpncef)!'o/exchar{gifg debr/orsus’lginable cevelopment. With him are (from Je
seminar, the © countries spend some ;;gC/Z}M/gue/Fen‘e,r“e:.'dem/au—\cwor, an

US$300 billior: i~ subsidies to farmers and ;

exporters, whicn hiurts the countries of this

region, whose - ncipal comparative advan-

tage lies in agricutiural development. distort the conditions of production and denre

the |

fartin E. Pifieiro, Director Gene

epress international prices for

o a vicious circle of

The Environment:
German Official Praises
IICA’s Contribution

A senior official from Germany’s
Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion (BM2) praised IICA’s contribution
and role as a multilateral cooperation
agency involved in sustainable devel-
9pment throughout the region.

Hans Wollny, from the BMZ's Depart-
ment for Latin American Affairs, made

this statement during an official visit to
IICAHeadquarters last January, where
he met with the Director General, Mar-
tin E. Pifieiro, and other IICA officials.

According to Wollny, IICA’s work is
extremely important and can help
multiply the efforts of the German gov-
ernment, which has identified the sus-

PRt e i %

tainable management of natural re-
sources as one of its priorities for co-
operation activities in the region.

Through the German Agency for
Technical Cooperation (GT2), Ger-
many has supported the Institute in its
efforts to incorporate the issue of
sustainability into the technical Coop-
eration it provides to its member coun-
tries. Accordingto the official, although
the initiative which began in 1990 will
conclude at the end of this year,

chances are very good that it will be
extended.
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Central America and Panama: .
Study to be Conducted for Improving
Conditions of Women Farmers

W ith US$230,000 in funding seminar scheduled

from the Inter-American De- to take place at lICA
velopment Bank (1DB), IICA will Headquarters 1IN
implement a project to formulate October 1992, to be
policy proposals aimed at supporting attended by 'the
women who produce food in Central ministers of agricul-
America and Panama. ture of Central Ame-

rica and Panama.

The first stage of this IDB-funded

PIOES I The meeting will
also be attended by
representatives of
public and private
enterprises, officials

— analyze sectoral policies and of the Permanent
regulations affecting farming Secretariat of the
women; General Treat.y on The IDB Representative in Costa Rica, Juan Manuel Corredor (left), andthe

— study the technological processes Central _Ame”can Director General of ICA, Martin E. Pineiro, signed a technical cooperation
used by women in the production Economic Integra-  agreement which covers a project for rural women in Central America.

of foodstuffs, and tion (SIECA), the

— prepare national assessments on
the situation of rural women and
their contribution to the production
process;

Photo/R. Escobar
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— describe the food marketing pro- Regional Council for Agricultural Coop- representatives from the ministries of
0BSS. eration in Central America, Mexico, agriculture, the economy, planning and
Panama and the Dominican Republic labor.
The results of the first stage of the (CORECA), the Central American Bank
project will be analyzed inaregional  for Economic Integration (CABEI), and

Proceedings of International -
Meetings Published

T he proceedings of two high-level
international meetings were e
cently published in Paris, one of which
dealt with changes in the world-
economy, and the other with the 29"
cultural issues discussed in the U¥
guay Round of the General Agreé:
ment on Tarifs and Trade (GATT)

ICA was represented at both m""‘;
ings by the Director of its Centef o 3
Programs and Investment PrOf"
(CEPPI), Fernando Dall'Acqud u
spoke at one on market liberalill;’;i
Official Visit.—During an offi i and the ssibilities for deve

sy O cf)isatl: i;?i'ctao,lm Headguarters on January 16, the countrieg? and at the oth®' m:‘

AT Henry G. P :
gﬁf;grgazl. Martin Pifieiro, at which time he derla{veredaéd;,;::jea‘,:'g: tthe Director [ macroeconomic adjustment ad
k ola payment Ilbera" H S |tra e.
zation of agricultura
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Environment, Development and the
Rio Conference

Eduardo Trigo (*)

N atural resource conservation and environmental pro-
tection are key items on the international agenda today,

and may be the most critical factors determining the viability of

the new world order that is taking shape.

Atthe close of the twentieth century, we occupy most of the
usable land our planet has to offer: the astounding economic
growth of the Western countries in recent decades has now
shownthatthe Earth's capacity is not unlimited nor without
serious constraints. Evidence of the global nature of ecologi-
calphenomena and of the relationship between economics
and the environment abound, underscoring the need for an
integrated approach to the issue and for the community of
nationsto share in the challenges and responsibilities.

Forthe countries of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC),
thisissue is of particularimportance. The region enjoysclear
comparative advantages in agricultural production, and for
many nations, increasing their participation in the world
economy will mean intensifying agricultural activity and using
this activity to create new competitive advantages. This willbe
inevitable if the countries are to “get back on the road to
growih.” Here, agriculture must play a strategic role, beiitin
feeding 2n ever-growing population; producing the raw ma-
terials needed to tap the agroindustrial potential (which, in
turn, will stimulate the demand for input industries and ser-
vices); orgenerating the foreign exchange requiredto restore
equilibrium to the countries’ external accounts.

The challenge lies in finding ways to intensify agricultural ac-
tivity while promoting equitable and sustainable development.
This means bringing the poor small-farm economy into the
mainsiream of growth, while preserving, andin some cases
recovering, the natural resource base of the regioninorder to
ensure the well-being of coming generations. Thiswillnotbe
an easy underiaking. The direct relationship between agri-
cultural production and the natural resource base determines
that there will always be a conflict between the needto pro-
duce and the need to conserve. Anotherdimension of the
problem, which may be of even greater importance, is that
“conservation” of natural resources must be based onthe
understanding that there are groups within the areas to be
preserved that have certain rights. Thus, simply establishing

' (*) Director of IICA’s Technology Generation and Transfer

Program.

Forum

reserves in which production is prohibited is not a viable al-
ternative.

This situation presents a real challenge to the imagination: a
challenge for technology, which must afford us the means for
tapping the opportunities made possible by scientific break-
throughs, both to bring about a more benign relationship be-
tween production and the natural resource base, and to ex-
pand existing production, or evento “create” new products, by
making better use of the tremendous genetic diversity of the
region. Itis also a challenge to our institutions, which must
develop means to enable us to correct certain types of be-
havior that have produced the current state of deterioration; to
create markets forthe “services” of our ecological capital; to try
to reconcile private and social interests with a view to con-
serving the natural resource base; to organize the use of our
land and water resources differently; and to facilitate and ex-
pand national and international cooperation on behalf of
sustainable development.

Forthese reasons, the upcoming United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED), to be heldin Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, this June, constitutes a real landmark inthe
history of the world. More than 100 presidents and heads of
state will gather to demonstrate their political commitment to
taking a new pathto development; one which will better bal-
ance the need for economic growth with social needs and
naturalresource conservation, for the benefit of future gen-
erations.

Thus, the UNCED and what may or may not be achieved in

Rio de Janeiro, is a required topic of discussion on almost

every private and public, national and international agenda.

Perhaps this should not be the major focus of concern. As-

sociated problems are immense, from boththe technical and

political points of view, and affect vested interests and rights at
alllevels. Easy solutions will not be found. Nonetheless, what
hasbeenachieved inthe process leading up to the meeting is
oftremendous importance. Overthe last two years, the inter-
national community has become aware of the problems we
must solve. There is now a community of ideas and an un-
derstanding that sharing a single planet makes us all re-
sponsible forits management and preservation. Of course,
there are differences: North and South, rich and poor, and,
untilrecently, East and West. Inevitably, this produces differ-
ent outlooks onthe same issues and problems.

Two weeks in Rio de Janeiro will not resolve these differences,
but they should lay the groundwork for a new era and provide
anopportunity to find new ways to address common problems
and shared responsibilities. Ifthe meeting produces aworking
agenda forthe coming decade and mechanisms for seeking
solutions, something of great importance will have been
achieved. To expect more would, perhaps, be unrealistic.




I n an effort to increase agricultural

trade in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, IICA is promoting a project
aimed at modernizing quarantine in-
formation systems.

The goal of the initiative is to fill the
existing void in agricultural health ser-
vices and sectoral organizations,
which need standard models for infor-
mation, legal procedures and quaran-
tine controls, as well as information on
importers’ requirements.

Special importance is being attached
to this project, as it parallels the de-
velopment of free-trade zones, which
will substantially boost agricultural
trade opportunities

Programa V
Sanided Agropecuarnia

Juan Leon, an lICA specialist and co-
ordinator of the project, explained that
the project would work to strengthen
information systems and contribute to
harmonizing agricultural health in Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC).

10

Latin America and the Caribbean:

Modernization of Quarantine

Systems Promoted

He added that the goal is to upgrade
the capabilities of animal health and
plant protection services, improve the
quality of agricultural commodities ex-
ported from the region, upgrade infor-
mation systems, and develop new
phytosanitary and zoosanitary proce-
dures.

This bold initiative falls within the
scope of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), execution of which is be-
ing coordinated by I[ICA. The
PLLANLAC seeks to consolidate a
modern and dynamic agricultural sec-
tor that is closely linked to agroindustry
and that will contribute to the countries’
efforts to achieve equitable and sus-
tainable development.

One of the objectives of the project is
to have a hemisphere-wide, compat-
ible information system on agricultural
health, divided into different sub-
systems on quarantine registries, laws
and legal procedures.

According to Leon, a set of equivalent
and compatible models of laws and
regulations will be designed to facili-
tate trade. Also, a data base will be
installed at IICA with current informa-
tion on pertinent legislation in LAC

which will be updated regularly. :

A thi'rd output of the project will be the
desllgn of Phytosanitary and zoo-
sanitary procedures for important ag-

ricultural commodities, based op
quarantine principles. These instry-
ments will take into consideration:

— inspection of commodities at the
point of embarkation

— emergency systems

— measures to prevent, diagnose and
control animal and plant pests and
diseases

— minimum acceptable levels of toxic
residues

— risk analysis methods

— criteria for rejection

— phytosanitary and zoosanitary
cenrtification

— definiticn and documentation of di-
agnostic fechniques

— fraining

Leon poinied out that once the coun-
tries of the region have access 0
timely and up-to-date informationon
the agricultural health standards cur-
rently in effect on international mar-
kets, they will be able to take stepst
avoid rejection of their commodities; -
thus increasing their foreign exchangé
earnings.

This will also contribute to boosting 1‘he
prestige and reliability of the exporind
country’s products, and ensuré bettef
compliance with trade agreements
For producers, this will mean less !
when planning their activities-




Action in the countries

CORECA to Facilitate
Economic Integration

n 1992, the principal objective of the

Regional Council for Agricultural
Cooperation (CORECA) -the sectoral
forumthat brings together the ministers
of agriculture of Mexico, Central
America, Panama and the Dominican
Republic- will be to shore up its position
as apromoter of economic integration
in Central America.

According to Roger Guillen,
CORECA's Secretary for Coordination,
CORECA will give momentum to the
execution of the Plan of Actionfor Ag-
riculture in Central America (PAC),
approved by the presidents of the isth-
mus at their summit meeting in July
1991.

Guillen stated that 1982 will be an im-
portant year for subregional integra-
tion, especially with regard to the free
trade of agricultural commodities, and
the implementation of an across-the-

board price band system for selected
products. The so-called price band
systemis a regulatory mechanism by
which domestic prices are linked to in-
ternational prices, with a view to
diminishing the effect of extreme
fluctuations in the latter on local
markets.

In 1992, CORECA will also select spe-
cificareas inwhich to intensify the joint
efforts and cooperation called forin the
initiatives pertaining to Central America
promoted by the Group of Three (G-3,
Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela), in
general, and the Tuxtla Gutierrez Ac-
cords (signed by the presidents of
Mexico and of the Central American
countries), in particular.

This year, CORECA also expects to
implement several technical and fi-
nancial cooperation projects currently
in an advanced stage of negotiation,
including:

— aprogram of reciprocal or horizon-
taltechnical cooperation among the
Central American countries, with
possible funding from the Govern-
ment of Canada;

— aprojectfunded by the U.N. Special
Program of Economic Cooperation
for Central America (PEC), aimed at
coordinating region-wide technical
cooperation negotiations between
the agricultural sector and interna-
tional agencies.

Rural Development Strategies Designed for the Caribbean

I n late 1991, a workshop was held to design and
implement rural development strategies in the Carib-

and non-governmental agencies to formulate nationa! rural
development policies and provide follow-up on workshop

bean, attended by 60 representatives fromthe public and recommendations.

private sectors of ten countries and eight regional orga-
nizations.

The activity was held in St. Lucia, with support from the
Caribbean Network for Integrated Rural Development,
lICA and the Ministry of Agriculture of the Commonwealth
of Dominica, and funded by the IICA/Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency (CIDA) project and the Inter-
American Foundation.

The participants agreed that, through joint efforts of the
public and private sectors and the effective use of re-
i gional and international cooperation, it would be possible
- lodesign a rural development strategy for the region. In
addition to indicating what should be included in the
sirategy, they identified specific areas of action. They
requested support from the aforementioned network and
IICA in formulating the strategy and helping government

The Minister of Agriculture of Dominica, Maynard Joseph (right), requested
technical support for formulating rural development policies.

11




Central America:

Office Established to Provide Support to First Ladies

ICA will open an Office of Coopera-

tion and Support for the First Ladies
of the Central American Isthmus, un-
der the terms of an agreement signed
in Honduras on December 13, 1991 by
the First Ladies and the Director Gen-
eral of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro.

The agreement fol-
lows a decision
adopted by the
Central American
presidents during
their June 1991
meeting in El Sal-
vador. On that oc-
casion, a Commis-
sion of First Ladies
was constituted for
incorporating a re-
gional perspective
into the countries’
social programs.

The agreement with [ICA was submit-
ted to the consideration of the presi-
dents of Central America during their
eleventh summit meeting, held in
Tegucigalpa. The topic of discussion

at that meeting was “Human Develop-
ment: Infancy and Youth,” and the
most important resolutions of the
meeting laid the groundwork for reac-
tivating the integration process.

The Office for Cooperation, which will
monitor compliance with the regional
mandates of the
First Ladies, will be
advised by a tech-
nical committee
made up of arepre-
sentative of each
First Lady. In addi-
tion to its coordina-
tion duties, the Of-
fice will assist in
setting priorities
and formulating re-
gional projects of a
social nature. It will
also support and
promote technical
cooperation on behalf of the most vul-
nerable segments of society, espe-
cially children, and help seek funding
from international agencies that ad-
dress social issues.

-

(

Technological Development to
be Strengthened in Costg Rica

I ICA’s Office in Costa Rica will
workin 1992 to formulate a long-
term plan to upgrade agriculturg
research and technology transfer
that country.

According to experts from [ICA ang
the National Commission on Agri-
cultural Research and Technology
Transfer (CONITTA), the plan,
which willbe executed overaten-tg
fifteen-year period, proposes re-
vamping and strengthening Costa
Rica’s agricultural research system.

The objective, they added, is to in-
tegrate the actions of related orga-
nizations, ensuring that they all
adopt the plan and take it into ac-
count in future actions taken in
support of the scientific and agri-
cultural sectors. The final document
should be ready by mid-year.

A number of different crops willbe
covered by the plan and will be
studied from the perspective of dis-
eases, pests, varieties, breeding,
cultivation sysiems, marketing,
biotechnology and sustainability, in
accordance with internally estab-

lished priorities.
- )

4‘1 4
Agricultural Award

r. James L. Walker, from the
United States of America (third

from the left), Coordinator for Interna:
tional Agricultural Affairs of the United
States Department of Agriculture, ré:
ceived the Inter-American Agriculturd
Medal in Washington late last year I
recognition of his valuable contributions
to agricultural development in the reg”
since 1962.

With Dr. Walker in the photograph a@
IICA’s Deputy Director General 4
Harlan Davis: the Undersecretan ©
Agriculture of the United States, AT
Veneman; and lICA’s Represemat"’e'

Washington, David L. Black.
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Programs on the march

Economic Development and Environmental
Protection are Compatible

epresentatives from the Ameri-
R cas met at IICA Headquarters
from January 23-24 for a high-level
two-day conference-workshop entitled
Natural Resources and Environmen-
tal Management in an Interdependent
World. They concluded that economic
growth, social development and envi-
ronmental protection are compatible.

According to the participants, inaworld
characterized by the formation of eco-
nomicblocs, active movementtowards
integration, economic opening and
liberalization, it is imperative to imple-
ment trade and economic policies that
balance the needs of development with
those of environmental protection.

Aware that it will be easier to establish
these policies if information on the
impact of environmental degradation
on the economy and on society in
general is widely available, the partici-
pants agreed 1o set up a consortium of
universities, research agencies and
institutions to conduct studies on this
topic.

They added that, within this context,
priority must be given to establishing

Photo/R. Escobar

tors and research findings that can
serve as the basis for draffing policy
guidelines the countries can use in
preparingtheiragri-environmental and
rural development programs.

The meeting was organized by the
University of California at Berkeley,
the National Autonomous University
of Mexico (UNAM), IICA and the Na-
tional Center for Food and Agricultural
Policy/Resources for the Future

The Minister of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy of Costa Rica, Hernan Bravo

(NCFAP-RFF), with funding from the
MacArthur Foundation.

The recommendations were made
during a workshop that followed the
final session of the conference. Atthat
time, some 30 specialists stressed the
fact that natural resource conserva-
tion is a global issue in which both the
North and the South share responsi-
bility. They also underscored that it is
necessary to solve the problems of
poverty, which affects 80% of the world
population, in order to ensure the suc-
cess of environmental policies and
measures.

(right), stated that

the preservation of natural resources is a responsability shared by all seciors of sociaty.

aninformation network of data, indica-
(E xolic flavors and fragrances,
vegelables, sauces, dried
fruits, naiural juices and soft drinks
are some of the products that the
countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) can place in niches

or segments of the North American
market.

This was revealed in a study con-
ducted under a project to promote
agroindustrial trade between LAC

and North America, funded by the
\Canadian International Development

Market Niches Identified for LAC Products

Agency (CIDA) as part of the technical
assistance it provides to IICA.

In the two-country market of the United
States and Canada, which has ap-
proximately 300 million consumers
with high purchasing power, these
types of products brought in almost
US$2 billion in sales last year. This
clearly indicates tremendous potential
benefits for LAC companies.

The study, prepared by the consutting
firm of Deloitte & Touche, recom-
mends that LAC exporters link up
with North American enterprises to
cut the costs and risks involved in
developing and launching new prod-
ucts. This would ease entry into one
of the largest, most competitive and
potentially most profitable markets in

the world.
Y
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Photo/R. Escobar

ICA and Spain are working together

on a project to design, in the medium
term, an information system for the
analysis of policies affecting the agri-
food sector in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC). The first activities
carried out under this project will be
three regional seminars, to be held this
year in Costa Rica, Ecuador and Uru-
guay.

The decision to undertake this project
was reached during a seminar held in
late 1991, during which experts from
Spain and |ICA also discussed the
parameters of IICA's action and the
terms of Spanish cooperation in ex-
ecuting the initiative.

The Deputy Director General for Sta-
tistics and Analysis of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(MAPA) of Spain, Porfirio Sanchez,
stated that the upcoming seminars will
bring together public and private sector
representatives responsible for or in-
terested in information systems and
the management of agri-food policies,

IICA and Spain set Agenda for
Activities in 1992

as well as specialists from Spain and
IICA.

The first seminar is scheduled to take
place in February in Costa Rica, and
will involve representatives from the
countries of Central America. The
second, to take place in Ecuador in
March, will be attended by represen-
tatives of the Andean countries, and
the third, to be held in Uruguay in April,
by representatives of the Southern
Cone countries.

Participants in the meetings will have
an opportunity to analyze agricultural
statistics and to develop a methodol-
ogy which can be transferred subse-
quently to the decision-making pro-
cess. Seminar results will be used as
an input in the design of the informa-
tion system.

Photo/R. Escobar N

Porfirio Sanchez, of MAPA, reported that the
international seminars will bring together

Asian Center promotes Vegetable
Research Network

A hemisphere-wide strategy to promote the development of vegetable research came outof a seminar

held at IICA Headquarters.
14

representatives of tha publicandprivate sectors.
R epresentatives of the Asian Veg-
etable Research and Develop-
ment Centre (AVRDC) met with spe-
cialists from Mexico, Central America
and the Caribbean to lay the founda-
tions for establishing, in the medium
term, a network that will link regional
agricultural research centers, with
technical support from IICA.

This initiative is part of a hemisphere-
wide strategy to promote vegetable
research, approved during a seminar
held recently at IICA Headquarters.

This network will enable AVRDC 10
expand its activities, currently con-
centrated in Asia and Africa, to th
Americas, and will facilitate the €X”
change of techniques and methodolo”
gies to help boost the production a"

income levels of vegetable producer
improve nutritional levels in the regio"
and protect the environment.




Rural Development Training
to be Expanded

jointprogramto be undertaken

this year by the International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
and [ICA will seek to improve training
fortechnical personnel and organiza-
tions involvedin ruraldevelopment in
the Andean and Spanish-speaking
Caribbean countries.

IFAD has provided US$1.2 million for
implementing this ambitious three-year

initiative, which will benefit 60 execu-
tives and 1,600 technical personnel
from some 36 institutions in Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador,

Panama, Peru, Venezuela and other

countries.

lICAis responsible for the technical
assistance component and will support
the program by provicing the services

Comercio agroa!imciiizric v cooperacion
entre Europa y América: MesaRedonda

This booklet (soon to appear in En-
glish) contains the speeches pre-
sented during the round table orga-
nized by the Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food of Spain, Pedro
Solbes, during the Tenth ICMA, held in
Madrid in September, 1991.

- The activity brought together ministers
- Ofagriculture and other representa-

Photo/Miguel Méndez, Argentina

The program will benefit institutions in Venezuela,
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Panama and the
Dominican Republic, among other countries.

The book shows how the megting emi-
phasized the importance of dialogue,
mutual collaboration and co-responsi-
bility in the search for solutions to
problems that, although seen from dif-
ferent angles, are common to Europe
and the Americas.

| e isismrayape sty
La Agricultura de América Latina y el
Caribe: Estrategias para el Fin de Siglo
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IICA, MAPA
Editorlal Service

of specialized personnel fromits Office
in Venezuela, who will work closely with
the Inter-American Agricultural Docu-
mentation and Information Center
(CIDIA) and IICA’s Program Il (Orga-
nization and Management for Rural
Development).

The Foundation for Training and Re-
search Applied to Agrarian Reform
(CIARA) of Venezuela, which has been
workingin rural development since the
1960s, will serve as executing institu-
tion.

This programis of special interest be-
cause of its multinational scope and
because itis the first effort undertaken
to prepare rural development special-
ists to deal with the topics of the new
economic setting and the move toward
integrationin the region. Training wili
focus onthe issues of management,
technology and productivity, with a
view to affording farmers’ organizations
greateraccess to markets.

an and
Caribbean Agricuiture and the Inter-
national Context of the Nineties: Stra-
egies for the Close of the Century.”

It also presents the points of consen-

sus reached in the Declaration of

Madrid, which can be summarized as

follows: a) the success of the structural

reform process; b) the importance of
strengthening integration; c) the need
to intensify agricultural modernization
inthe region; and d) a proposal for re-
designing the bases of the traditional
model of agricultural technical coop-
eration.
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B InJanuary, newspapersthroughout
the hemisphere reported on the high
lovel seminar-warkshop “Natural Ro-

sources and Environmental Manage
mentinan Interde; t World," held
at HCA Headq

Noewspap clon and
La Republ Hoy of
the DO ~orrelo
Braziliens Vi S 5pe
cialized maga 1S Fanorama
internaclional and the OAS News
Bulletin among others, highlightedthe

results of this meeting, which brought
together some 100 representatives of

Meeting of Representatives. March
30 - April 3, 1992. IICA Headquar-
ters.

IICA Representatives will meet with
the Directorate of Programming and
Evaluation (DIPROE), the Directors of
Operations andthe Program Directors
10 re-define the scope of the technical
cooperation offered 1o IICA's member
countries through its hemispheric,
multinational and national projects
during the last biennium of the current
administration. The moeting has been
called In order to put into action the
policy, strategy and management
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Upcoming Activities

Argentina and El Salvador

Ina

(

otense ¢

| An international seminar held in
DecemberinBuenos Aires, Argentina,
to analyze the impact of agricultural
subsidies on the environment was
given extensive coverage by newspa-
persinArgentinaand Central America.

During the meeting, it was empha-
sized that the trade protectionism
practiced by the developed countries
Is not ecologically viable. The meeting
was organized by Argentina's Ministry

mandates Issued during the Tenth
ICMA. Channels of communication will
beimprovedbetweenthe differentunits
at Headquarters and the Offices in the
countries, In an effort to bolster IICA's

action at the subreglonal level and in
each country,

Meeting on Econometrics and So-
clal Protection, April 22 - 24, 1992
IICA Headquarters .

After 31 maetings in Europe and North
America, the Assoclation of Applied
Econometrics will hold its firgt Interna-

and National Agricultyra Te 'Sherjgg
Institute (INTA), a”d“CA.(a% Mology
Comerclal, La Prenggy |, oNsta
and Ambito Financlero prg, . lén
Prensa Grfica, E| Salyagy, a; La
IPS news agency). !

Uruguay, Paraguay
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B Nevispapers in South Americ
highligli«i the third meeting of the

Advisory “ouncil for Agricultural o
operaticii in the Countries of! 6
Southern /rea (CONASUR), held ¥

December in Piriapolis, Uruguay.

tional colloquium in the Latin .-
can and Caribbean region, sponso®
by IICA and other international agf |
cies. The purpose of the meeting W: i
will bring together some 150 Spe !
ists from around the world, is l°h ',
tify, explain and interpret -thou9 i
entific measurement of inforMm
social policies and economlcphzv ]
ena of our society, includingt"® -
ation and funding of U"e_mploile i
health, retirementand farf}"ypma
benefits, at both the national
ternational levels.




The President of El
Salvador, Alfredo
Cristiani, presided over
the first celebration of
IICA’s fiftieth
anniversary. During the
ceremony, he presented
the Inter-American
Agricultural Award for
Young Professionals to

~a

m [ICA Participates in Universal Exposition in Seville

1942-1992

® En Route to Rio 92

anniversary
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Countries of Central America and the Caribbean
to Continue Talks on Banana Trade
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Minisgers responsible for t_:anana trade in several CARICOM countries participated in the Central
Amen@-Ca% bean mesting. With the Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pineiro (third from left), are
the Ministers of Agriculture and Foreign Trade of Costa Rica, Juan Rafael Lizano and Roberto Rojas,

respectively.

entral American and Caribbean

ministers of agricufture and min-
isters responsible for banana trade
policy agreed to continue talks in an
effort to overcome their different views
on the future of the banana trade with
the European Economic Community
(EEC), once the European Single
Market goes into effect in 1993.

1ICA was the site of the first meeting of
banana-producing countries. Atthat
event, participants agreed to promote
technological cooperation and, to that
end, they charged IICA with drawing
up a project to support reciprocal
technical exchanges. The purpose of
these exchanges will be to increase
the efficiency of banana production
and marketing, and, at the same time,
to cooperate in identifying and devel-
oping opportunities and differentiated
products.

To this end, it was recommended that
existing ties with the International
Network for Banana and Plantain Im-

provement (INIBAP) be used to a
maximum, and that bilateral coopera-
tion be promoted among national re-
search institutions. lICA already has a
project aimed at strengthening Laiin
American and Caribbean linkages for
agricultural development, one of the
components of which focuses on
technology transfer.

Participants included the ministers of
agriculture from Belize, Michael Spat;
Jamaica, Seymour Mullings; Grenada,
Phinsley St. Louis; St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Chielton  Allan
Cruickshank; Suriname, Setroredjo
Saeratno; and representatives from
Nicaragua, St. Lucia, Panama, Hon-
duras, Costa Rica and Guatemala.

Originally conceived of as a way to
promote cooperation between Central
America and the Caribbean, the
meeting provided a forum for an infor-
mal exchange of the two regions’ po-
sitions on the international banana
trade, which, in 1990, generated ap-

proximately US$887.5 million in export
earnings for Central America and al-
most US$206.3 million for the Carib-
bean.

In his opening address, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, Bernd
Niehaus, acknowledged that the two
regions had different views on the is-
sue, but stressed the value of talks
where no conditions are set, where
discussion is frank, because they can
produce positive results. [ICA’s Di-
rector General, Martin E. Pifeiro, saw
the meeting as innovative andimpor-
tantbecause it reflected the interest of
two regions to discuss common prob-
lems in a constantly changing world.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Although no date was set for subse-
quent meetings, the representatives
from Central America and the Carib-
bean stressed the usefulness of this
type of meeting since they help clarify
positions and provide an opportunity
for learning more about the options for
international banana trade.

In summarizing the outcome of the
meeting, the Minister of Foreign Trade
of Costa Rica, Roberto Rojas and the
Minister of Agriculture of Jamaica,
Seymour Mullings, agreed that, al-
though neither region had changed its
position, the gathering was an impor-
tant step forward since it had provided
an opportunity for open dialogue and
for determining the course of future
actions.

By the cnd of the meeting, although
they had not reached agreement, the
participants had identified three op-
tions for access to the Single Euro-
pean Market: a free market, trade with
quotas, and trade with tariffs. The EC,
which is the largest purchaser of ba-
nanas worldwide, buys some 38% of
total annual production, estimated to
be 9 million metric tons. It places re-
strictions on bananas from Latin
America and gives preferential treat-
ment to the countries of the Caribbean.
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[ICA to Participate in
EXPO ’92 in Seville

gricultural modernization and the challenges faced by

Latin America and the Caribbean as the twentieth
century comes to a close and the twenty-first begins will be
the theme of the IICA exhibit at the Universal Exposition
(EXPO '92) in Seville, Spain. This event, which will be
inaugurated on April 20, is part of the celebrations being
carrnied out in connection with the Quincentennial of the
Discovery of America: Encounter of Two Worlds.

lICA will exhibit together at
the fairwith the other key insti-
tutions of the inter-American
system: the General Secre-
tariat of the Organization of
American States (OAS), the
Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and the Pan
American Health Organization
PARHO)

i ”'Ai. % 1”" e e
g

The exhibit, which includes
films, slide presentations,
photographs and display %
panels illustrating lICA’s co- 6
operation activities, will be
located in a special pavilion in “
the “Plaza de las Americas,” &
where the countries of the

Americas have their exhibits,

Also, visitors will be able 1o

see, on a large-screen TV, four one-minute videos on
agricultural modemization and sustainability; democratic
and equitable rural development; the environme

ogy and research; and food securit
challenge.

nt, technol-
y and the Population

As par of the 25-week long reglon-wide exhi
ties from the Americas will celebrate the

cas” on April 25, which will be dedi
American system,

bition, authori.
“Day of the Amari-
cated 1o the inter-

(1YY

The main issuos 1o be addrossod by ICA in Sovi

achiove sustainability; oquitablo rural

Nt tochnology andresearch:
and the population challange, %Y rch; food security

ICA'S MESSAGE

IICA's display will focus onthe key concoptg of the
of agriculture endorsed atthe Tenth Inter Amoricy
ence of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), held |
in Madrid.

N Conlo;.
anl S"p'Ombo,

The first concerns the need to strengthen Inloraoclom| ‘

relations, with a view to promoting comprehengiyg a0ricy.

tural development as the basis for developmaony Blralogleg ]

Itadvocates leaving behind the traditional concep ol agrey.

ture as a mere supplier of raw materials, and Promotog (g
Image of an agricullura| 80¢-
tor closely linked to othor ggg.
tors of the economy,

The second concept Is socly
In nature, and addressog (o
need 1o incorporate the poor
rural into the production pro-
cess, as a means of combal:
ting poverty and of strength: -
ening the process of democ: -
ratization under way In the
region, '

The third deals with the lnle‘r-t

’ temporaldimension, andcalls'
'L \ for natural resource conaor-;
vation and sustainable deve!i
opment in order to ensure e
well-being of future generd™
tions; it advocates making ol
ficientuse of the land andothel
production resourcos Wit |
contaminating or destroying them.

llo, Spain, will bo

This event, which will open the doors to the twe"‘Y'"s’;"
century, is being held in Europe for the first time since 19|ea| 1
when ltwas held inBrussels. The other twofalrs of s8¢ ]
Were held in Montreal in 1967 and in Osaka in 1970



ICA s carrying out numerous activi-

ties in preparation for the United
Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED). Prepa-
ratory activities range from fine tuning
ideas and methodologies to establish-
ing an Inter-American Group on
Sustainability.

KEY TO MODERNIZATION

As the specialized agency for agricul-
ture of the inter-American system, lICA
considersthe issue of natural resource
conservation to be a key aspect of
agricultural modernization. In 1990,
the Institute officially incorporated the

En Route to Rio 92

The Institute will be represented at the
meeting, scheduled to take place in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from June 3-14
this year, by an official delegation
headed by its Director General, Martin
E. Pifeiro. Pifieiro will speak at the
Conference to describe the actions
being taken by [ICA in connection with
natural resources and sustainability.

The lICA Office in Brazil is preparing a
stand where photographs, brochures,
videos and books will be on display to
illustrate the Institute’s contribution to
developing a modern agriculture that
is, atthe same time, respectful of natu-
ral resources.

Special attention will be given to the
Cooperative Research and Technol-
ogy Transfer Program for the South
American Tropics (PROCITRO-
PICOS), a program promoted by lICA.
It joins the efforts of eight nations to
ensure sustainable agricultural devel-
opment in an area of some 1 billion
hectares.

The work of the Advisory Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in the Coun-
tries of the Southern Area (CONASUR)
will also be highlighted. This sectoral
forum, which brings together the min-
isters of agriculture of Argentina, Bra-
zil, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay, is
currently chaired by Brazil. Created at
IICA’s initiative two years ago, the
Council's work focuses on agricultural
integration: it also supports efforts to
develop sustainable agriculture.

topic into its technical cooperation ac-
tivities for its 32 member countries.

lICA is fully committed to promoting
initiatives that will help re-establish the
balance between man and nature. To
accomplishthis, acomprehensive and
innovative approach must be taken to
change fundamental aspects of social
behavior and the technological para-
digm of present-day agriculture in or-
derto bringto a halt the deterioration of
the natural resource base.

With supportfromthe German Agency
for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), lICA
has made considerable progress in
developing the issue’ of sustzinzble
agriculture, and has promoted mulii-
national projects in different fragile
ecological areas of Laiin America.
These include: the Trifinio Project, in
the border area shared by Guaiemala,
El Salvadorand Honduras; a project io
promote conservation practices on
hillside farms in Central America; and
the PROCITROPICOS program men-
tioned above, covering the Amazon
region.

Under the Plan of Joint Action for Ag-
ricultural Reactivationin Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC), IICA
is also promoting a hemisphere-wide
program to upgrade the conservation
and managementof geneticresources.
This initiative will operate through sub-
regional networks in the Central Area
(Mexico, Central America and the Do-
minican Republic), the Andean Area
and the countries of the Amazon
Basin.
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tive, aswell z2s proposzis 1o ne 1o
for discussion.

ings for Lhﬁ U, E ; iﬁ a jowk 5
S

with other intemationzl zgencies, 1CA
will contribute to the pubiicztion o 2
newsletter that will circulzte during T2
meeting. This activity is beig Coors-
nated by the Inter Press Servicz (IPS

lICA’s particpation in the upcoming U
scheduled to take place in Rio de Jansio ths
June, will focus on agricultural modem
within the context of the judcous u.»e*“-;u':'
resources.

(8]




Headquarters

IICA Coordinates Efforts for
Complying with Mandates of
Tenth ICMA

I norder to effectively coordinate the

actions to be taken to comply with
the mandates issued by the ministers
of agriculture of the hemisphere, IICA's
Representatives in its member coun-
tnes recently attended a 5-day meet-
ing at Headquanters.

These policy, strategy and manage-
ment mandates were issued during
the Tenth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA) and
the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture (IABA),
held concurrently in Spain last Sep-
tember.

lICA will adapt its technical cooperation
actions to respond to these mandates,
promoting a new view of the sector

The goal of the meeting of Representatives at Headquarters was to improve coordinatio
as to better comply with the mandates of the Tenth ICMA.

which calls for comprehensive and
sustainable modernization.

IICA's priorities for the coming years
include helpingthe countries to secure

N of actiong ,5

theirplace on competitive internationy|
markets, incorporating the rural POpU-

lation into the production process, and
promoting the judicious use of natural
resources.

b uring an official visit to the United States in March, the
Director General of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Martin E. Pifeiro, at-
tended a meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organi-
zation of American States (OAS) where he indicated that
the agricultural sector can play a key role in making the
18S0s a decade of growth in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean.

In a report on IICA’s activities during 1991 and on the
outcome of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) -held in Madrid last year- Pifieiro was
optimistic, noting that progress is being made in solving
fundamental problems, through structural adjustment and
rescheduling the debt, for example.

During his visit to Washington, the Director General met
with the Deputy Secretary for Agriculture, Anne Veneman,
congressmen and senior State Depariment officials, He
also met with the President of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), Enrique Iglesias, as well as World Bank
authorities.

Pifieiro visited the Woodrow Wilson Center, where he
addressed ambassadors and scholars on the topics of
agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean, interna-

Director General at OAS: 3
Agricultural Sector will Boos

Regional Growth

tional agricultural trade and integrating the concept of
sustainability into agricultural modernization. "

i
During his trip, Pifieiro also visited New York, wh’e're
participated in a Preparatory Meeting of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED):
which will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, this June

Pifeiro also visited the Rockefeller Foundation, where he
met with the president, Peter Goldmark. They discussed.
the possibility of establishing new forms of cooperation '
support the countries of Latin America and the Caribbeal
in their efforts to modemize the agricultural sector.

The Director General also met with senior officials of th lt

United Nations to review cooperation activities carried »9

by ICA in collaboration with agencies of the United Naﬂf?, :1

:ystngm. such as UNIFEM, UNDP and the World Pop”m“[
u . 2, o
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First Ladies of Central America to
Support Women

“~ p P e e - ; — -
The Office for Coordinztion and Support of the First Ladies of Central America is preparing a mesting

for $he nezr faure.

O n Mzrch 12, delegates from the
subregion and the Office for Co-
operztion znd Support for the First
Ladies of Ceniral America held a
meeting 21 I A Headguarters. During
the mezting, they indicated that the
principzl zcti /ity of the First Ladies this
year would be 1o ensure that women
are zbke 1o take advamtage of the eco-

nomic and social benefits of sustain-
able development, in both urban and
rurzl arezs.

This initiative, which comes under the
Regional Program for ¥omen, Envi-
ronment and Development, will be dis-
cussed at the Twelfth Summit Meeting
of Central American Presidenis, 1o be

held in Nicaragua, from June 4-5. The
Program was created last November
through an initiative of the First Ladies
of Central America and will be head-
quartered in Managua, Nicaragua.
One of the Program’s objeciives is 10
boost the income of poor women in
rural and urban areas through actions
that take environmental, economic and
social considerations into account.

Through educational activities, the
Program aims 1o help create an envi-
ronmental perspective consistent with
efforts to bring about change in the
region to improve the quality of life of
women and their families. 1ICA will
provideongoingtechnicalcooperaﬁon
to the Program.

The resolutions approved during the
meeting will be ratified by the First
Ladies, who will meet at IICA Head-
quarters in late May to officially inau-
gurate the Office for Cooperation and
Support, said Dina Krauskopf, coordi-
nator of the Office.

The First Ladies metforthe first time in
September 1987, in Guatemala. Since
then, they have discussedissues rela-
tive to enhancing the participation of
women in development, analyzing the
living conditions of Central American
families and achieving the goals pro-
posed during the World Summit for
Children.

Romaznizn Minister Praises
IICA’s Experience

D uring z visit 10 ICA Headquarters
in February, the Minister of In-
dustry of Romania, Dan Anghel
Constantinescu, gaidthat IICA’s expe-
fience in technical cooperation and
agrcuttural development could be of
great value 1o his country.

As head of the official delegation, the
minister met with IICA officials, ex-
plaining that his country attaches great
importance 1o agrculture. This canbe
seen in the application of measures 10
promote private enerprise, distribute
lands and improve credt condtions.

The Minister of Industry of Romania, Dan Anghel Constantinescu (center), accompanied by Augustin
Barindean, the Romanian ambassador to several Central American countries and stationed in Costa
Fica, visied IICA recontly. In the photo they mest with Manuel Otero, acting Director General at the time.
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hirty months after being approved
T and implemented, the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
tionin Latin America andthe Caribbean
(PLANLAC) is making an important
contribution to agricultural and eco-
nomic integration in this region.

Given the changing economic and
political contexts, both the conceptual
and operational concepts of the
PLANLAC have undergone change to
ensure its continued validity as a guide
for agricuttural development and eco-
nomic reactivation.

Through multinational programs and
projects, this hemisphere-wide initia-
tive advocates a concept of modem-
ization that will expand agriculture into
an agri-food sector. Its objectives also
include incorporating the poorest rural
sectors into the production process,
making judicious use of natural re-
sources and promoting environmental
protection.

Brésil

de Paula,

PLANLAC Spurs '
Integration in the Region

Reflecting the specific priorities and
needs of the different subregional
sectoral fora, new ideas and propos-
als have been incorporated since
PLANLAC was launched two and a
half years ago. For example, the Re-
gional Council for Agricultural Coop-
eration in Central America, Mexico,
Panama and the Dominican Republic
(CORECA) has given priority to initia-
tives conceming policy harmonization,
boosting food supply and increasing
intra-regional trade.

The ministers of the Advisory Council
for Agricultural Cooperation in the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR) and their counterparts in
the Andean Area have requested sup-
port in connection with the following:
agricultural health, with a view to facili-
tating intra-and inter-regional trade;

‘

policy harmonization, to g,
regional economic integrati
ternational trade negotiatio
to strengthen their ministr,
formation services.

Pport Sub.
ON; ang jp.
ns, in Order

The ministers of the Caribbean Com.
munity (CARICOM) have given prior.
ity to furthering efforts on policy har.
monization, technology, agricultyry
health and support for nongover.
mental organizations (NGOs) ang
farmer associations,

Thus, 1992 will be a year of special

ies and in- d

importance for the PLANLAC. Basgg
on a series of agricultural sector as-
sessments, subregional strategies'will
be updated, and more dynamic rela-
tions will be fostered between the
Institute’s Programs and its Officesin
the couniries.

In June of this year, IICA’s Executive
Commitiee, at its Twelfth Regular
Meeting, will be informed of progress
made in executing the PLANLAC and
of changes that have beenmadeinit!o

reflect requests from the subregional |
fora.

"

Today, two thirds (or 58) of the Pf°_' ‘
grams and projects originally ident-
fied and approved for the PLANLAC

are under way. Ofthese, 14are int.he |
planning stage, 36 are fully operativé

J

and feasibility studies are being o -

ducted for the remaining eight.

During the next regular meeting of the Executive
representatives will learn of progress made in exe
the region.

8

Committee, scheduled for thj
/ 5 s June, governmen
cuting the strategy to modernize agriculture in '



Programs on the March

Photo/R. Escobar

The Diregror General of ICA, Martin E. Pineiro, signs the extension of the technical
cooperguon agreement for the Trifinio Plan. With him are Rodolfo Martinez, of lICA;
Gregorio Contreras, Director of the OAS in Costa Rica; and Patricio Chellew,
kDirecror of the OAS Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

leand Supports Border Development JF iniand signed a technical caoperation agree
in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras

OAS.

ment with the Organization of American States
(OAS) aimed at conserving and promoting the judi-
cious use of natural resources in the border region
shared by El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.

The agreement was drawn up to complement the
Trifinio Plan, an ambitious regional development ef-
fort undertaken by the three Central American
countries in November 1986 with technical support
from the OAS and IICA.

The government of Finland will provide US$1 million
for a project promoting efficient energy use and
environmental protection, to be implemented by the

The program was launched this January and ad-
dresses two of the principal obstacles to economic
development in the subregion: the lack of an efficient
and reliable energy supply and the relentless deg-
radation of forests and soil resources.

\
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New Definition of Agriculture

Takes Hold

he countries of Latin America are

striving to build 2 new agriculture

that is strongly linked to industry. Their

aim is to leave behind the traditional

view of the sector as a mere provider of

_raw materials and replace it with what
is being called the agri-food sector.

In this effort, the region is receiving
support from Spain, which, through an
agreement with IICA, is promoting the
establishment of an information sys-
tem that will make it easier to analyze
and design policies aimed at fostering
this new view of agriculture.

In a series of subregional workshops
for technical personnel from the Cen-
tral American, Andean and Southern
Areas and which were held between
February and April of this year, more
progress was made in arriving at anew
definition of agriculture, as an agri-food
sector involved in the production of raw

materials,
agroindustry
and ser-
vices.

i
l

On the ba-
sis of the
proposals
made inthe
workshops,
IICA will
begin to
produce in-
formation
and develop statistical indicators rel-
evant to the agri-food sector. The goal
is to learn more about the structure
and operation of this sector, in order to
facilitate the design, analysis and
evaluation of policies to promote its

development.
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The meetings were organized by IICA,
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries

With support from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA) of Spain,
JICA is fine tuning the concept of an agri-food sector, which leaves behind the
outdated view of agriculture as a primary sector.

and Food (MAPA) of Spain and the
Spanish International Cooperation
Agency (AECI). Julio Hernandez,
|ICA specialist and coordinator of the
events, pointed out that Brazil, Mexico
and Chile have already made consid-
erable headway with regard to this
new view of agriculture.
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Economic Advancement of Women
Advocated

uring a high-level meeting held in

Geneva, Switzerland to discuss
the current situation of rural women,
Manuel Chiriboga, Director of IICA's
Program on Organization and Man-
agement for Rural Development,
stated that the economic advancement
of rural women will bring about greater
progress and strengthen democracies
in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Chiriboga and Dina Krauskopf, Coor-
dinator of the Office for Cooperation
and Support of the First Ladies of
Central America, represented |ICA at
the meeting sponsored by Queen
Fabiola of Belgium and the First Ladies
of Colombia, Egypt, Senegal, Turkey,
Malaysia and Nigeria

In his presentation, Chiriboga warned
that the stability of democracy and
development will be put at risk if the
economic contribution of women is
underestimated, and if women are

QONTANDON LA MUIIY

kept out of the decision-making pro-
cess.

The meeting, which was entitled
“Economic Advancement of Rural
Women," took place from February
25-26. The spouses of forty Heads of
State and Heads of Government at-
tending the event presented a decla-
ration as well as proposals for concrete
action in support of efforts to raise the
standard of living for rural women,

*

Chirlboga callod for gro e, €oory
tlon of oconomic and gocly| l")llmr [
amoans of Improving th nllun]l(,,'x Iy
womon food producorg, and ;lo
seorod tho Importancg of not o:lur.
looking tho roal dlrmdvunluu(," h
faco, 0y

In his opinlon, thig moang
oliminating laws, rogulationg and g
ministrative doclslong that dlucrlmlnm(;
against women, but also lonlorlng 10
tions In the public and privatg 80lorg
to strongthon the rolo of Womon: o
these Initiatives to be effoctive, policy
makers must be made awarg of thy
problom and recelve training on tho
Issuo of gondoer,

101 op|

I'he meoting, which was co-sponsorod
by the International Fund for Agricyl-
tural Development (IFAD), was also
attendod by delegates and represen-
tatives of Intornational organizations
and cooperation agencles.

Agricultural Integration Moves Ahead

S ustainability and the conserva-
tion of natural resources are top-
ics that will be dealt with for the first
time in initiatives currently under way

Agranan reform authorites of Central America a

learned details of the historic relorms 1o Mexico
were recently approved,

10

nd the Dominican Ropublic
6 agrarian loglslation, which

in Central America and the Dominican
Republic to change agricultural legis-
lation and promote rural development,
within the integration process,

In support of this
decision, the
Board of Direc-
lors of the Train-
Ing and Study
Program on
Agrarlan Reform
and Rural Devel-
opment for the
Central American

§) 20 pd 25 Isthmus and the
"1 Dominican Re-
WA public (PRACA)

will draw up a
slratogy 1o pro-
mote develop-

ment on rural sottloments that does
not harm the environment, sald the
Executive Secretary of PRACA, Fran:
clsco Barea,

During a seminar held at IICA Head:
quarters from March 56, PRACA
Board members agreoed to promote
the Project to Strengthen and Consoll
date Rural Enterprises and o seek
funding for it from the Intornationd
community and from cooperation
agencles.

The project Includes training, crod
andtechnical assistance comp0"°’:)f°‘
aswellas acomponenton gustaina X
development and natural rosoure
consorvation, It will bonefl 32'8ls
families living in 729 rural gottloment:
andhas an estimatedcostof US$! ™™
million,

A




nniversary

Agriculture: Strength and Future of the Americas

o celebrate its fiftieth anniversary this year, IICA has
T selected the slogan “Agriculture: Strength and Fu-
ture of the Americas,” which highlights the strategic role
played by the sector in the countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean.

Although at present agriculture is of vital importance to the
region, in coming decades it will have to further strengthen
its position as the driving force behind a new type of de-
velopment which aims, within the framework of social
equity, to ensure the well-being of the population, and,
through judicious care of the natural resource base, to
guarantee the future for coming generations.

Today, one third of the population in the region -some 130
million people- live and work in the countryside. Agricul-
ture accounts for more than one fourth of gross domestic
product in many of the Latin American and Caribbean
countries. Thirty per cent of total exports from these
countries originate in the agricultural sector.

Tomorrow, agriculture must continue to generate em-
ployment, wealth and well-being, and one of the greatest
challenges will lie in achieving a balance between eco-
nomic development and social equity. Furthermore, more
effort must be placed on tapping all possible opportunities

AGRICULTURE \ \
STRENGTH AND FUTURE b S
OF THE AMERICAS | at
s

% ’ s o
HA® 50 years of inter-American cooperation

for placing commodities on foreign markets, and on
making full use of the human and natural resources of the
region, so as to be able to respond to new international
demands. IICA is working side by side with its Member
States to build this new agriculture, providing technical as-

sistance.

During the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (September 1991), the ministers of agriculture of
the hemisphere indicated that by the year 2000 international
cooperation through agriculture would play a decisive role in
bringing peace, economic progress and democracy to the
region.

IICA cooperates with its member countries to enhance the
development of the agricultural sector as a source of eco-
nomic growth, emphasizing its dual role as supplier of food-
stuffs for domestic consumption and as the principal source
of foreign exchange.

Through its cooperation, IICA also promotes modernization
of the agricultural sector and improved production efficiency.
The Institute gives considerable attention also to efforts to
consolidate integration as a means of ensuring increased
participation for the countries on world economic and trade

markets.
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ver the next few months, IICA's

fiftieth anniversary will be cel-
ebrated in all of its 32 Member States;
furthermore, all the activities sched-
uledfor 1992 will reflect the spirit of this
important event.

Each activity will promote creative and
forward-looking thinking on key issues
which, by mandate of the ministers of
agnculture, are the focus of IICA's
work and seek to disseminate a new
view of the sector as the driving force
behind development. The topics in-
clude comprehensive modernization
of agniculture and sustainability, which
are viewed as indispensable if the
economies of the region are to partici-
pate effectively in the new interna-
tional context

A Celebration Throughout the Americy

Special ceremonies will be held in
Paraguay for the Southern Area; in
Barbados, for the Caribbean Area; in
Colombia, for the Andean Area; as
well as in Mexico and Washington,
D.C.

The principal ceremony will be held on
October 7 at IICA Headquarters in
Costa Rica. Special guests will in-
clude Costa Rican government au-
thorities, members of the diplomatic
corps and senior officials from agen-
cies of the inter-American system and
from other cooperation and funding
agencies.

Some of the activities are :

scope, such as the 1992 ﬁé:f%?"a'
Award, which is open to b“’naliséss
the written press and from imemot
tional press agencies. (See separ %
article.) 3¢

Also, a book on the history of lICA'
first fifty years of institutional jife res.
quiring considerable research, is'be.
ing written by Mr. Carlos Molesting,

[ICA’s Fiftieth Anniversary Celebrated in El Salvador

R

A

3

ICA Rapresentatve in El Salvador, Mariano Olazabal, speaking during the first celebration of IICA's
fifuath anniversary in one of the Instilule's Member States. The even! was presided over by President

Alredo Cnsban)

he first event 1o celebrate IICA's

fiitieth anniversary at the national
level 1ok place in El Salvador, with the
participation of the President of the
Republic, Aliredo Cristiani, and the
Director General of lICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro.

2

The event was held on February 14
and also commemorated the twentieth
anniversary of the opening of IICA’s
Office in El Salvador. Also in atten-
dance were the First Lady of El Salva-
dor, Margarita de Cristiani; the Minister

of Agriculture, Antonio Cabrales, and
representatives of the government,
diplomatic corps and the private sec-
tor.

President Cristiani stated that true
peace would come to his country when
food security and well-being were en-
sured for all Salvadorans. Inorderto
accomplish this goal, he said, the ag-
ricultural sector would have to play a
major role. He thanked IICA for its co-
operation over the years, and, in par-
ticular, for its offer to support the gov-
ernment in executing the National Re-
construction Plan.

During the ceremony, Ramon Eduard
Servellon received the Inter-America
Agricultural Award for Young Profes-
sionals, granted by the Inter-Americal
Board of Agriculture (IABA). AlsO:
Mario Reni Roldan received a certil"
cate of honorable mention for thé
photograph he submitted to the €™
test sponsored by |ICA and the Ger'
man Agency for Technical CooPé™
tion (GT2).

e
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Half a Century of History

M ore than 60 years ago, IICA began to take shape in the
minds of a group of pioneers who envisioned the
development of an agency to support agricultural and rural
development in a region endowed with a wealth of natural
and human resources.

The idea of creating an inter-American
institute for tropical agriculture was
mentioned officially for the first time in 1930,
in a resolution of the First Inter-American
Conference on Agriculture, held in
Washington, D.C.

A decade later, the initiative was taken up
again by the United States Secretary of
Agriculture, Henry A. Wallace, in support of
the notion that national problems should be
solved through inter-American cooperation
and mutual support. Ernesto Molestina
Ordefiada, of Ecuador, submitted a
resolution to that effect to the Eighth
American Scientific Congress, held in
Washington, D.C. in 1940, which was

approved.

An Organizing Committee was set up by the
Congress, which appointed a technical
committee to visit eleven countries in the

On June 18, 1942, the Institute was established as a non-
profit organization, authorized under the laws of the District of
Colombia, United States of America. On October 7 of that
year, and by recommendation of the Organizing Committee,
the Governing Board of the Pan American Union approved
the creation of the Institute and named Earl N. Bressman, of
the United States of America, as Director. The objective of
the new institution was “to stimulate and promote the
development of the agricultural sciences inthe American
republics.”

Mr. Bressman and the Secretary of Agriculture of Costa Rica,
Mariano Montealegre, signed an agreement that later
became a law of the republic, in which the Institute was
established in Turrialba and through which the Government

of Costa Rica donated, in perpetuity, 1,000 hectares of land
for the site of what is now the Tropical Agriculture Research
and Training Center (CATIE).

In 1944, the Institute acquired the status of inter-American
organization, under a multilateral convention opened to the
signature of the countries of the Pan American Union. The
document, which recognized the Institute as a permanent

region 1o choose a site for the headquarters g:; Z:;’ gg;(;;ho; ;/IQCBA staff, at Headquarters in Turrialba. In the front row (seated) is the Director
of the new institute. The subtropical
surroundings of Turrialba, 70 kilometers east of San Jose,
Costa Rica, were seen as the ideal location.

institution and gave it full legal capacity, was signed by the
representatives of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama and the
United States of America, entering into force on December 1
of that year.

In a brief review of IICA’s history, another date stands out.
On March 19, 1943, the President of Costa Rica, Rafael
Angel Calder6n Guardia -father of the current president- and
the Vice President of the United States of America, Henry
Wallace, laid the comerstone of the buildings in Turrialba.

Research began immediately in the following fields:
agricultural engineering, animal science, entomology, plant
science and soils, with rural welfare and agricultural
economics being added subsequently.

In 1946, the Institute’s pioneering post-graduate program
was officially launched. This master's degree program has

3



graduated numerous generations of professionals who are
working today in national and intemational institutions and in
the private sector.

Several years later, on February 16, 1949, the Council of the
Organization of Amencan States (OAS), in accordance with
its Charter, recognized the Institute as a specialized agency
of the inter-Amencan system.

IICA’'s General Directorate was moved from Tumalba to San
Jose in 1960, but it was not until 1976 that IICA's new
Headquarters were inaugurated in San Isidro de Coronado,
on the outskirts of San Jose.

Since it was founded as an agricultural research and training
center, the Institute has gradually extended the scope of its
programs and activities, and adjusted its structure to better
serve the governments of its Member States with technical
cooperation to promote agricultural development and
improve life in rural areas.

EMPHASIS ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT

During its first decade of operation, the Institute's action was
strapped by a lack of funding. By the early 1950s, however,
and after securing its first US$1 million in extemnal resources,
IICA launched successful programs to promote rural
development and agrarian reform in countries such as
Uruguay, Chile, Colombia and Paraguay.

The 1950s also saw the establishment of IICA's Rg ional
Directorates: in Cuba, and later in Guatemalg for the
Northern Zone; in Peru for the Andean Zone, and in u

for the Southern Zone. After the Directorates, Otficeg
gstablished in @ach member country, and which now
as the backbone of the Institute’s action.

Wwerg
Servg

In the 1970s, a new infusion of resources enabled IICA |y
continue its rural development activities in the region, as well
as its research and post-graduate training actions. AUss1g
million grant from the Government of Venezuela was useg
establish the Simon Bolivar Fund, which financed rural
development activities in more than 20 countries.

ANEW CONVENTION

As a result of the continued growth of the Institute, it became
necessary to amend the Convention signed in 1944, A gy
Convention on the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture was opened to the signature of the Mamber
States of the OAS on March 6, 1979, going into effect on
December 8, 1980.

Pursuant to the terms of the new Convention, the Institute
was reorganized and its purposes ware consolidated and
expanded.
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Award for Journalists from

INTER-AMERICAN " ) J ournalists from [ICA's Member States are invited to participate in the 1992
PRESS AWARD  o” 7

Inter-American Press Award, being held in connection with IICA's fiftieth
anniversary celebrations.

The_lhe_me of the contest is “The Role of Agriculture in the New Intemational
Setting,"which can be approached fromdifferent perspectives. The contestisopen

1o journalists of the written press and from international press agencies.

An international jury,
second prizes (US$3,
jury will select the en

meeting in Costa Rica in September, will award the first and
000 and US$1,500, respectively). In each country, a national
Iries to be submitted to the international contest.

Articles to be judged in the

1 and July 31, 1992, and the deadline for deliv ‘ ftice §
ntest n e an lICA Ofie
August 7. Contest rules a ry of entries to

the Americas

contest must have been published batween Januay

nd registration forms are available at the Offices.




Cooperation with Permanent Observers

France Supports Agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean

he agricultural sector in Latin America and the Carib-

bean is one of the main priorities for the technical and
scientific assistance of the government of France, and IICA
is the key to its agricultural cooperation with the Americas.

Relations were established with France even before that
country became a Permanent Observer of the Institute in
1975. According to Phillipe Cujé, Regional Delegate of
French Cooperation, and who is headquartered in Costa
Rica, informal relations date back to 1973, becoming formal-
ized in 1978.

French cooperation in the hemisphere is managed adminis-
tratively, through IICA, by the Ministry of Foreign Relations.
IICA also has agreements with agencies including the Cen-
ter for International Cooperation in Agricul-
tural Research for Development
(CIRAD) and the French Office of
Overseas Scientific and Technical

Research (ORSTOM). Close ties

also exist with necngovernmental

agencies such as SOLAGRAL.

public institutions
such as CIRAD) is
earmarked forthe ag-
ricultural sector. Fur-
thermore, funds for
agriculture were in-
creased by 10% for
the 1992-1994 pe-
riod.

The Director General
of IICA, Martin E.
Pifieiro, notedthat this
increase in aid is evi-
dence of the interest

Photo/R. Escobar

Phillipe Cujé, Delegate for Regional Coop-
eration, Government of France.

— that exists in improving an already

“fruitful and broad” relationship, and

an illustration of the closer ties de-

veloping between Europe andthe

‘\ agricultural sector of Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Cuj6 stated, “lICA is our main v Inhis judgement, European, and
partner for channeliing assis- y ially Frenci Ation
tance to the agricultural sector. Agriculture, Rural Development and il
We work closer with [ICA than Food Security ' i conti-
with any other agency.” \ 7 nents, and is important in devel-
e e g7 oping trade relations.

French experts, stationed in many

countries, are working on |ICA \\_//,//”' ForCujo, the mostimportantthingis to

projects, while students from Latin

continue andincrease support, with

America and the Caribbean have The Regional Office for Coordination of the Government of France a view to enhancing the impact of

been awarded scholarships from channels most of its resources to the agricultural sector.

the French government for ad-
vanced agricultural studies.

Initiatives aimed at boosting coffee, banana, fruit and cotton
productivity have benefitted from French support, as have
others related to rural agroindustry and conservation in the
Amazon tropics.

Approximately 70% of the funds the French government
allocates throughiits Regional Cooperation Office (and other

existing programs on agriculture,
agroindustry, rural development,
natural resources, agro-forestry development, apiculture,
food security, agrarian reform, as well as the productivity of
key crops in the region.

He also referred to the recent regional focus given to co-
operation in light of the relative decline in bilateral aid. The
goal, he said, is to contribute to regional and subregional
integration, and to support the move toward democracy
under way in the hemisphere.
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n a joint effort with lICA,

France has been Suc-
cessful in promoting rural
agroindustry in Latin
America and the Caribbean
through an ambitious coop-
erative information, training
and research program
aimed at enhancing the
economic impact of small-
farm agriculture.

This is an important goal,
given the fact that small
farmers produce 40% of all
foodstuffs consumed and
generate some 30% of ex-
ports in the region. Nearly
100 million people work in
small-farm agriculture, us-
ing 36% of the land under
cultivation and operating

v ! \ R /{' “_

®: \ =
Francois Boucher, Executive Di-
rector of PRODAR

Support for Rural Agroindustry

75% of the farms in the re-
gion.

French technical coopera-
tion with IICA in agro-indus-
trial development began in
1986, and was formalized in
1988 with the creation of
Rural Agroindustrial Devel-
opment Program (PRO-
DAR), a program that brings
together international orga-
nizations, regional and sub-
regional agencies, and na-
tional institutions.

The key objective of the
program is to increase the
effectiveness of agro-in-
dustrial programs and poli-
cies. Itis one of the initia-
tives included in the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), being coordi-
nated by IICA, which seeks
lo consolidate an agricui-
tural sector that is modern,
technologically advanced
and fully integrated with in-
dustry.

PRODAR carrles oul activl-
tles in 10 countries, where it
uses rural agroindustry as a
means of helping small
farmers and rural communi-
ties improve their standard
of living, Increase their in-
comes and be more com-
petitive on the market. Itis
funded by the World Bank,
the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank (IDB) and the
International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development
(IFAD).

According to Francois
Boucher, specialist from
France's Regional Office for
Cooperation and Executive
Director of PRODAR, with
assistance from Canada's
International Development
Research Centre (IDRC),
the program has promoted
the establishment of na-
tional networks in Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecua-
dor and Guatemala.

Studies of rural agroing
conducted In eight cour:?llos
of the region will be used o
identify new projects, In
addition, small farmerg and
technical personne| have
benefitted from several
training activities op
agroindustrial policy,

PRODAR, which is attacheqd

to IICA’s Program Ill: Orga-

nization and Management

for Rural Development,

plans to put three regional

networks into operation in

1998; in the Southern Cone,

the Andean Area and the

Central American Isthmus.,

It will also promote activities
to support rural women,
spur technological innova-
tion, and study the impactof
liberalization policies and
the sustainable use of natu-
ral resources (in conjunction
with a joint initiative between
Il A and the German Tech-
nica! Cooperation Agency
(GT2)).

Caribbean Fruit Production
Benefits from French Support

F rance provides support for a project designed to
improve tropical fruit production in nine Caribbean
countries, benefitting producers there.

The initiative, which began three years ago, is under way
in Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada,
Guyana, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.

The project comes under the agricultural diversification
programme promoted by CARICOM's Standing Committee
of Ministers Responsible for Agriculture, and is one of the
activities of IICA’s Program II: Technology Generation
and Transfer, whose Director is Eduardo Trigo.

ffrench support comes from the Caribbean Inter-Ministe-
rial Fund (FIC), which includes the participation of the

MAE, the Ministry of Cooperation and the Ministry of Overseas
Departments and Territories (DOM). It links cooperation
withresearch centers in Guadaloupe and Martinique (INRA,
IRFA/CIRAD, ORSTOM).

.*"

IS
Farmers in nine Caribbean e ssis*
nations benefit from a project thal, witha
tance from France, promotes improved fruit produz;,on.
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[ICA and CIRAD:

Partners Working for Agriculture

F rance's interest in forging closer
ties with Latin America and the
caribbean (LAC) led one of its princi-
palresearch centers, CIRAD, to setup
its office for LAC at IICA Headquar-
ters.

IICA and the Center for International
Cooperation in Agricultural Research
for Deveiopment (CIRAD), an agency
specializing in tropical and subtropical
agronomy, signed a general technical
cooperationagreement in 1989. Rela-
tions with CIRAD, however, go back
almost a decade, and its present Di-
rector General is Henri Carsalade.

Jean Laboucheix, head of the LAC
office, recognizes IICA as “a serious
organization with long and successful
experience in the countries of Latin
Americaandthe Caribbean.” He added
that “it is imporiant to CIRAD to main-
tain strong ties with lICA, in order to
ensure maximum cemplementarity of
each others’ capabilities.”

During a recent visit to Costa Rica for
the purpose of analyzing new types of

Photo/R. Escobar

Jean Laboucheix, Head of CIRAD’s
Regional Office

Photo/R. Escobar

CIRAD experts will work together with IICA’s Program |.

support with IICA’s Program | (Agricul-
tural Policy Analysis and Planning),
Michel Griffon, in charge of CIRAD’s
Economic Section, indicated that he
shared this view of IICA. For Griffon,
lICA is CIRAD'’s “most important part-
ner.”

Laboucheix announced that a CIRAD
specialist funded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of France will join Pro-
gram | in August, where he will be
involved in efforts to improve the role
of the countries in competitive interna-
tional markets, withinthe framework of
regional and subregional integration.

The longest-standing actions of IICA/
CIRAD cooperation have been with
IICA’s Program Il: Technology Gen-
eration and Transfer. “We are very
involvedinPROMECAFE, forexample,
with support from the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. Two CIRAD experts are
in Guatemala, one in Nicaragua and
two in Costa Rica,” said Laboucheix.
The Cooperative Program for the
Modernization and Protection of Cof-
fee Cultivation in Mexico, Central

America, Panama and the Dominican
Republic (PROMECAFE) works in-
tensely to develop new technologies
for increasing the effectiveness and
efficiency of coffee production in
member countries.

Soon, PROMECAFE will receive addi-
tional support from the French Office
of Overseas Scientific and Technical
Research (ORSTOM).

Laboucheix also mentioned CIRAD’s
participation in PROCITROPICOS
(see separate article), a program of
great interest to that organization, evi-
denced by the fact that CIRAD re-
cently assigned a French scientist to
collaborate with the Program.
Laboucheix concluded by saying that
IICA and CIRAD are already cooperat-
ing in many fields, which illustrates
theirmutualinterestin maintaining and
nurturing this relationship.
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Sustainable Development for the South
American Tropics

F rance has joined an initiative undertaken by a group of

countries from South America and the Caribbean and
IICA to promote sustainable agricuttural development in the
humid tropics.

The countries participating in the Cooperative Program on
Research and Technology Transfer for the South American
Tropics (PROCITROPICOS) are Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela.

With the collaboration of France and other countries, these
eight countnies -which have different degrees of technologi-
cal, physical infrastructure and human resource capabilities-
hope to multiply results through joint efforts.

The official representative of the Center for International
Cooperation in Agricuftural Research for Development
(CIRAD), Jean Laboucheix, stated that the
PROCITROPICOS program had generatedinterestin France
well before it was launched in August 1991, adding that the
project profile had been submitied to the consideration of
CIRAD by lICA's Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro, during
a visit to CIRAD's headqguariers in Paris three years ago.

PROCITROPICOS operates under lICA's Program |l, Tech-
nology Generation and Transfer.

Currently, Rene Billaz, a renowned CIRAD researcher,
serves as the scientific advisor to PROCITROPICOS, pro-
viding support {o the Executive Secretariat headquarteredin
Brazil.

THE PROGRAM

The aim of PROCITROPICOS is to promote and contribute
1o developing sustainable agriculture in the South American
humid tropics and the surrounding ecosystems (savannahs
and foothills) by making judicious use of renewable natural
resources and, at the same time, by providing a real alterna-
tive for economic reactivation, based on the productivity of
the biophysical environment.

Participating countries have assigned priority 1o four subpro-
grams: integrated soil management, sustainable production
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systems,
manage-
ment and
conservation
of geneticre-
sources, and
agricultural
and tropical
forestry
informatics.

TROPICS

The subre-
gions to ben-
efit from this
Program
represent a
large portion
of this hemi-
sphere.
They offer
greatagricul-
tural and for-
estry poten-
tial,aswellas
a wealth and
diversity of flora and fauna, climate, water and soils. The
problem is that these resources are not properly used or
managed.

Photo/Joao de Paula, Brési|

René Billaz, a French exper!, serves as scientific
aadvisor to PROCITRORICOS, an initiative fostering
sustainable development in the humid tropics.

The thrge ecosystems together cover some 1 billion hect-
ares, with the humid tropics of the Amazon being the largest

(78.5%). Overexploitation and resource mining are pre-
dominant there.

Between 1968 and 1985, total forest area fell from 1 billion
t0 970 million hectares.

It'is estimated that the full, intensive and judicious use of
these subregions could produce 200 million tons of grain, 8
million tons of meat and 600 million cubic meters of wood
over afifty year period, which would represent several times
current production levels.




Action in the Countries

IICA to Support Reconstruction in
El Salvador

O n February 13-14, IICA's Direc-
tor General, Martin E. Pifeiro,
visited El Salvadorto offerthe Institute's
support in that country’'s reconstruc-
tion efforts. Dur-
ing his stay, he
met with the
President,
Alfredo Cristiani;
the Minister of
Foreign Affairs,
Jose Manual
Pacas; and the
Minister of Agri-
culture and Live-
stock, Antonio
Cabrales.

Pifieiro pre-
sented govern-
ment authorities
with concrete
proposals for
collaboration on
efforts to reacti-
vate anddevelop
agriculture in ar-
eas covered by the National Recon-
struction Plan, which was prepared by
the Ministry of Planning.

The Minister of Agriculture and Livestock of El Sal-
vador, Antonio Cabrales, addressing the mandate of
the agreement signed by IICA and the Central
American Commission on Environment and Devel-
opment, which he chairs.

One of the Institute's proposals Is to
provide technical training for person-
nelin nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) working with communities
covered by the
Plan. The objec-
tive isto strength-
en such organi-
zations and
equip them to
organize agricul-
tural assistance
services.

The Government
of El Salvador
considers the
participation of
NGOs to be vital
in new develop-
ment efforts, in-
asmuch as they
complement the
state's action.
Some 180NGOs
operate in El
Salvador, of
which 24 dealwith the agricultural sec-
tor.

(l"rolcclcd Arcas and
Agriculture

n a spoech presontod to the

Fourth World Congross ol Parks
and Protectod Aroas, hold in
Caracas, Vonozuela, which con
cluded on February 21, tho Diroctor
General of IICA stated that the fu
ture of protected aroas doponds on
the existence of an efficiont and
competitive agricultural soctor,

Martin E. Pifieiro presented a papor
on agricultural modernization and
natural resource conservation. Tho
meeting, which brought together
hundreds of experts from around
the world, was organized by several
Venezuelan and international
agencies, including the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources -World
Conservation Union- (IUCN)

Pifieiro stated that the expansion
and successful maintenance of
protected areas will be closely
linked to the development of an ef

ficient, productive and technologi

cally advanced agricultural sector
that can provide the sustenance re

quired to permit society to think
about the future.

o

D uring his address to the Com-

mittee of Representatives of
the Latin American Integration Asso-
ciation (ALADI), held in Montevideo,
Uruguay last February, IICA’s Direc-
tor General, Martin E. Pifieiro, stated
that Latin America is the only region
inthe developing world that has made
progress in terms of integration.

According to Pifieiro, the challenge
now lies in finding a way to tap the
i\omious wealth these different in-

Latin America:

Integration Advances Cited

tegration efforts represent in the re-
gion. He called attention to the impor-
tance of making ordinary citizens aware
of whatthe economic and soclalimpact
of integration will mean to them.

During his speech, the Director Gen-
eral referred to the negotiations cur-

rently under way in the Uruguay
Round of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), stating
that the negotiations may end with
concessions by the industrialized
countries, but which would be farless
than needed in the region.




Director General of IICA Meets with the
President of Paraguay

he President of Paraguay, Gen-

eral Andres Rodriguez, and [ICA's
Director General, Martin E. Pifeiro,
metin AsuncioninMarch, during which
they discussed the role of agriculture
in new development strategies,
changes taking place on the interna-
tional scene and renewed efforts
toward integration in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

The meeting was held at the Govem-
ment Palace, at which time Rodriguez
and Pifieiro also discussed IICA's
technical assistance to Paraguay
through national projects dealing with
agricultural exports, the development
of agriculturaltrade, and agroindustrial
and rural development.

[ ooy

Paraguay.
During the two-day official visit, Pifieiro

The President of Paraguay, General Andres Rodriguez, and lICA’s Diregtor General, Martin E. Pineiro
discuss IICA cooperation. With them (center) is Luiz Carlos Pannunzio, the IICA Representative in

also met with ambassadors, senators,
government authorities, farmers, rep-
resentatives of international agencies
and representatives fromthe ministries
of integration, treasury, industry, trade
and agriculture. They exchanged views
on the need to bring cooperation into
line with agricultural and rural policies
and priorities.

IICA supports the ministry of
agriculture’s actions on rural develop-
ment, agricultural economics, foreign
trade, integration and animal and plant

health. Inthis regard, during 1991, the
Institute carried out exchanges and
training activities within the scope of
the Cooperative Program for the
Development of Agricultural Technol-
ogy in the Southern Cone
(PROCISUR).

The government of Paraguay contin-
ues to consolidate its development
efforts based on a market economy.
This involves making internal structural
adjustments and establishing laws to
encourage investments and exports,

with a view to opening up the economy
to world trade.

During his visit, Pineiro presented the
minister of agriculture, Raul Torres
Segovia, with a report presenting a
strategy for developing the small-farm
sector, which was prepared by the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) in collaboration
with lICA. The report is one of a series
of inter-institutional studies on strate-
gies to mitigate rural poverty in the
hemisphere.

(&
- Sustainable Development Pursued
in the Dominican Republic

I ICA will undertake efforts in the Dominican Republic to
promote development of atype of agriculture that protects
the natural resource base and the environment, through a
project that will initially target valleys, hillsides and moun-
tainous areas in the southern part of the country,

The initiative, drawn up by IICA and funded by the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), is called the Sustain-
able Agricultural Development Project (PRODAS). An im-
portant component is that it will work to upgrade small
@mer organizations.

N

More specifically, it will promote forestry and agro-forestry
development, as well as vegetable, fruit and basic grain
production in the watershed basin of the southern province
of San Juan de Maguana. Project funding totals
US$500,000, and project results are expected to serve as

the basis for similar initiatives in five other agricultural
regions of the country.

lICA’s Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro, was informed of
the status of the project during a visit to Santo Domingo,
where he met with Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer,
apd the Minister of Agriculture, Nicolas Concepcion, 10
discuss the technical cooperation provided by the Institute-

e/
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r

he ministers of agriculture of the

Central Americanisthmus, Mexico
and the Dominican Republic will meet
this May in Mexico City to define
mechanisms  for streamlining
intraregional agriculturaltrade with the
United States and Canada.

This order of business was set by the
ministers who met at [ICA Headquar-
ters from March 12-13 as the Execu-
tive Committee of the Regional Coun-
cil for Agricultural Cooperationin Cen-
tral America, Mexico, Panama and the
pominican Republic (CORECA).

The upcoming ministerial meeting,
scheduled for March 26-28, will be
convened jointly by CORECA and the
International Regional Organization for
Agricultural Health (OIRSA).

Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic:

Agricultural Trade to be Streamlined

Another topic to be discussed at the
Mexico meeting is the reduction of
sanitary controls. A balance is being
sought that prevents them from be-
coming barriers to the trade of goods
and services, while at the same time
providing protection against pests of
quarantine importance.

The vice ministers agreed that subre-
gionalintegration will be strengthened
as a result of the resolutions adopted
and the outcome of the upcoming
meeting. The Vice Minister of Agricul-
ture of Costa Rica, Jose Joaquin
Acufia, stated that the talks were very

positive and that they gave continuity
tothe efforts of the countries to harmo-
nize their policies and open up trade at
the intra-regional level.

These efforts include creation of an
agricultural commodity exchange in
each country, harmonization of plant
and animal health regulations, and a
price band mechanism for four staple
grains (corn, rice, beans and serghum),
as part of the region-wide process to
liberalize trade, which will begin this
July.

Agricultural Commodity
Exchange Initiates
Activities

he Agriculiural Commodity Ex-
change of Costa Rica (BOLPRO)
initiated its activities with a series of
simulations on the following products:
coffee for domestic consumption, yel-

e —

Photo/R.Escoba
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lICA hosted simulations of the Agricultural Commodity

be repeated in other countries.

low com and potatoes. The trials were
held at IICA Headquarters between
February 15-29.

This innovative marketing system,
which will establish and regulate the
prices of agricultural commodities, will
benefit farmers, industrialists and
dealers by reorganizing the market
and providing vital information for all
participants.

Exchange of Costa Rica. This experience will

BOLPRO receives funding from the
National Stock Exchange, and col-
laboration fromthe IICA Office in Costa
Rica as well as public and private
agencies. Once operating within the
context of an open market, BOLPRO
will serve as a mechanism for trans-
acting agricultural commodities, onthe
basis of quantity, quality and origin of
the products.

IICA specialists explained that the
systemwill allow buyers and sellers to
negotiate their products through bro-
kers at the different exchange pits lo-
cated at the National Food Supply
Center (CENADA), where BOLPRO
will operate.

Other commodities will be included in
the Exchange in the future. Some of
these are: onions, rice, beans, white
corn, molasses, sorghum, cut flowers,
lumber and meat. Consideration is
also being given to establishing a simi-
lar network for Latin America, in sup-
port of free trade in the region.
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| he most recent letter of under-
| standing signed by the Perma-
' nent Secretariat of the General Treaty

| by the IICA Office in Brazil. He added

| to boost the participation of the private
| sectorinorienting agniculture, withinthe

CONASUR to Train Human
Resources

ne of the major tasks to be under-

taken by Advisory Council for Agri-
cuttural Cooperation in the Countries of | conadux e O | =
the Southemn Area (CONASUR) will be SR e e
the training of human resources in both
the public and private sectors.

This statement was made by Victor E.
Machinea, Secretary for Coordination | =
of CONASUR, in the first issue of the
bulletin CONASUR Informa, published

that several initiatives will be launched

context of efforts to bring about effective
subregional integration.

| Other activities planned include the compilation of regulations governing the

trade of livestock, embryos, semen and fertilized ovules, and the definition of a
common sanitary strategy for agricultural commodities on markets outside the

| region.

With regard to trade, efforts will focus on defining common criteria for programs
to promote nontraditional exports, such as fruits and vegetables. Also, a work

IICA to Participate in
International Fair

ICA will participate in the Intema-

tional Agriculture, Livestock
Fisheries and Food Fair (FIAGA'S2).
to be held in May at the ATLAPA
Convention Center in Panama.

The event will be inaugurated by L.
Harlan Davis, IICA’s Deputy Direc-
tor General, on May 20, and will run
through May 24. It is being orga-
nized by the Rural Youth Associa-
tion and the World Trade Center of
Panama, co-sponsored by the Min-
istry of Agricultural Development.

During the technical sessions of the
fair, IICA specialists will speak on
biotechnology, tariff restrictions and
otherbarriers to agricultural exports,
as well as economic liberalization
worldwide and its effect on the agri-
food sector.

group was set up 1o study integration problems in MERCOSUR.
A/

. on Central American Economic Inte-

Agricultural Trade
Promoted

gration (SIECA) and IICA calls for
join efforis between the two organi-
zations 1o fostertrade increases from
Central America 1o the United States
and Europe. SIECA's Secretary
General, Marco A. Villamar (center),
signed the document on that
organization's behalf.
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Publications

IEASIOOH
Annual Report

TICA Editorial Services

The 1991 Annua! RHep
describes =
ity carried ¢ < :
aregional - ~7inng
context ¢ 575y
profound < 2
and politic

The highligri =7 1521 ware
the Tenth intzr-
Conference oi kiinisters of
Agriculture (ICiiA) and the
Sixth Regular Meeting ofthe
Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA), held
concurrently in Madrid,
Spain from September 23-
27;itwas the first time these
meetings had everbeenheld
outside the Americas.

In the introduction, IICA’s
Director General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, draws attention to
the consensus achieved
among the ministers and
heads of delegations to
Promote agricultural mod-
émizationthat reaches small
farmers, strengthens

intersectoral relations and
contributes to conserving
natural resources for future
generations.

Chapter 1 is divided into two
sections. Thefirstdescribes
the origin, background,
structure and goals of IICA.
The second provides gen-
eral information on the
Institute’s human resources
and financial standing.

Chapter 2 describes the
strategic guidelines and
progress of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Re-
activation in Latin America
and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) at both the
hemispheric and subre-
gionallevels;the orientation,
activities and achievements
of lICA’s five Programs, as
concerns the guidelines es-
tablished in that Plan
the principal action
Center for Prograr
Investment Pro
(CEPPI), as well as oi the
Inter-American Agricultural
Documentation and Infor-
mation Center (CIDIA).

Chapter 3 offers a brief
analysis of IICA’s action in
its member countries, and
lists the national, multina-
tional and hemispheric
technical cooperation
projects carried out in each
of the countries during 1991.

Chapter 4 discusses IICA's
strategy forsecuring funding
and the cooperation agree-
ments it has signed to obtain
extra-quota resources for
executing priority programs
andprojects identified by the
countries.

Chapter 5 summarizes the
principal agreements and
resolutions of the Tenth
ICMA and the Sixth IABA,
which will shape the plans of
the Institute in the future.

Hacia una Estrategia de
Desarrollo Campesino
en el Paraguay

The bookis basedon a study
conducted by the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), and
published by IICA. It was
written by specialists Ruy
de Villalobos and Gary Howe
and is part of the series of
inter-institutional publica-
tions which aim to define
“strategies to mitigate rural
poverty in Latin Americaand
the Caribbean.”

The book concludes that, in
Paraguay, possibilities are
exceptionally good for pro-
moting a strong small-and
medium-scale farmer sec-
torwiththe technologicaland

production tools necessary
to increase profits and fur-
ther development.

Italso indicates thatin Para-
guay, unlike other countries
ofthe hemisphere, thereis a
surplus of land and natural
resources, as well as a
strong tradition of small-
scale farming. There is a
dynamic of change taking
place in the rural area and
an efficient strata-of small-
scale farmers is developing
in several regions.

The IFAD special mission
report also indicates that the
success of any economic
and social development
strategy depends heavilyon
the agricultural policy
adopted.

Accordingto IFAD President
Idriss Jazairy, inordertotake
zdvantage of these condi-

3 ’.l!be

ation of

pecialiy as concerns the oi
ganization of credit
marketing. He added ihat
these changes are made,
they will have a decisive in
fluence on the performance
of the small-farm economy
in Paraguay.

These publications can
be obtained at IICA
Headquarters or in
IICA's Offices in the
Member Countries
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IICA in the News

El Salvador,
Uruguay, Venezuela
and Paraguay

B The local press gave
wide coverage 1o the recent
visits of the Director General
of the Inter-American Ins
tute for Cooperatior
riculture (lICA), M:
Pineiro, to El Salv:
Uruguay, Venezuela and
Paraguay

In El Salvador, Pifeiro of-
fered IICA's support fo ef-
forts {0 reconstruct the
country. In Uruguay he
spoke before the committee
of ALADI representatives,
where he highlighted
progress made in regional
integration. In a speech 1o

the Fourth World Congress
of Parks and Protecied Ar-
eas, held in Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, the Direclor General
spoke In defense of sus-
tainable agnculiure. During
a meeting with the president

of Paraguay, General
Andres Rodriguez, Piheiro
discussed agriculture and
integration in Latin America,
among other topics. (La
Prensa Grafica, El Salva-
dor; La Mafiana, La
Republica, EI Pals, Uru-
quay; ABC, Ultima Hora
and Hoy Paraguay).

Costa Rica, Panama
and Jamaica

B The First Meeting of Ba-
nana-Producing Countries
of Central America and the
Caribbean, which met at
IICAHeadquartersinMarch,
was given wide coverage by
the press of both subregions.
During the meeting, the
ministers of agriculture or
theirrepresentatives agreed
fo continue conversations
with a view 1o overcoming
their differences on banana
trade with the European
Community (EC), once the
Single European Market
goesintoeffectin1993. (IPS,
AFP, ACAN/EFE, DPA,

* Fourth Meeting of the Advisory N
Councll for Agricultural Coopera-
tion In the Countries of the South-

Mexico, D.F.

ern Area (CONASUR), May 26-29,

1992. Asunclon, Paraguay.
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Twelfth Regular Meeting of
CORECAMInisters, May 26-28, 1992,

NOTIMEX, AP, La Naclon,
La Republica, La Prensa
Libre, Revista Panorama
Costa Rica; La Prensa,
panama; The Dally
Gleaner Jamaica, and oth-
ers).

Central America
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B The Inter-American De-
velopment Bank (IDB) pro-
vided funding for IICA to
draw up a program to sup-
port women food producers
in Central America and
Panama. Articles on the
matter appeared in news-
papers in Paraguay, Uru-
guay, El Salvadorand Costa
Rica.

Theinitiative, whichincludes
preparation of country-level
assessments of the situation
of rural women, was
launched in February. The
news was covered in the
daily newspapers La

* Twelfth Regular Meeting Ojl:h
Executive Committee of lICA, :
22-25, 1992, |ICA Headquarter®:

Naclén, of Costa Rica; Lg
Republica of Uruguay: 4
Prensa Grafica of E| §g.
vador; and Patria of Para.

guay.

Honduras, El
Salvador, Panama

ihe past few weeks,
apers in Central
©a reported on the
a of the Office for
coperationand Supportfor
(e egional Commissionon
Social Affairs of First Ladies,
established through an
agreement between IICA
and the First Ladies of .lhe
Central American countries.
The Office will implement
social programs with advi
sory support of a technicd!
committee. (La Estrella 6@
Panamd, Panama,
Prensa Grafica, El SalVé&
dor; El Heraldo Honduras):

e
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1V REUNION DEL CONASUR
26 al 29 DE MAYO DE 1992

| ! -29, in Asuncion, Paraguay, where they took
ini 1 thern Cone countries met from Ma y ?8 29, in Asu ) ay,
ieiiniters af? rlcugg;;eoaffzailrjrtegrate their sectoral policies. Participants in the /naggyfal session m;:lude (frc;m /eof;
fggaie 2leps fo parm Uruguay; Antonio Cabrera, Brazil; Raul Torres, Paraguay; Maximiliano Cox, (ﬁ) ers'eCTrﬁea,}; ey
f\) ”ghz A,Vi;oglfilrg? Z'nd thge Rlepresentative of the Secretary of Agriculture of Argentina, Hector Figoni. Y
griculture /

accompanied (far left) by the Director General of ICA, Martin E. Pineiro.

1942-1992

B [ICA at the Earth Summit

anniversary

B Inter-American System Promotes Development at EXPO’92.
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Focus

[ICA at the Earth Summit

Photo’ Maria Machado, Braz

At UNCED, IICA stated that environmental deterioration and pollution are the result of a rigid and unequitable economic model.

nanaddress delivered at the Earth Summit, held in Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil, between June 3-14, the Director General of
[ICA stated that “the challenge of sustainable development
must be seen as a challenge to defeat poverty.”

Martin E. Pifeiro’s message was delivered to the United Na-
tions Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED) by the Director of IICA’s Technology Generation
and Transfer Program, Eduardo Trigo. Pifieiro attended the
meeting from June 1110 14,

In Pifieiro’s judgement, the decision to attach priority to de-
feating poverty should not lead to the false conclusion that the
poor are the only ones responsible for resource deterioration,
“nor must it be interpreted that the behavior of other sectors of
society is condoned.”

“Onthe other side of the development equation,” he said, “we
have excessive consumption, energy waste and unsus-
tainable lifestyles, which the distortions of the capitalist model
and rampant consumerism give rise to in rich countries andin
the more privileged sectors of developing countries.”

The Director General's reference to such excesses came
shorily after his statement that environmental deterioration
and pollution are the product of the rigid, unequitable eco-

nomic model still prevailing in the world today.

In another part of the address, he indicated that it is time
for international cooperation to change. “Our multilateral
agencies are, in many cases, part and parcel of systems that
we now recognize as no longer valid because of circum-
stances, and which must be rethought in light of this new, in-
terdependent world with mutual interests and common

needs.”

He also informed the delegates from 170 countries of the
key position agriculture holds for the environment and de-
velopment in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).

The abundance and diversity of natural resources in LAC
gives agriculture a clear comparative advantage; thus, agri-
culture must hold a privileged position in whatever economic
reactivation strategy is chosen.




He also warned that problems associated with agricultural

development and natural resource conservation mtjst not Pe
considered strictly of a regional nature. “Rather, he said,
“they should be seen as part of the broader worldwild‘e con-
cern for the preservation of our human habitat. This is also
why conservation and, if possible, recovery of sorr.me re-
sources already on the verge of extinction should be viewed
as a global responsibility.”

Further on, he referred to the conceptual framework of the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean, which is promoted by IICA. He
emphasized the multidisciplinary nature of the initiatives
carried out under this strategy as well as its multilateral ap-
proach, “which sums up our view of what the new role of in-
ternational cooperation should be in contributing to bringing
about sustainable development.”

With support from the German Agency for Technical Coop-
eration (GTZ), IICA has advanced considerably in developing
a conceptual framework for sustainable agriculture: Atthe
same time, it has been promoting multinational projects ina
number of fragile ecosystems of Latin America.

One of these is the Cooperative Program forR " |
Technology Transfer for the South America n:hf_,.nd

(PROCITROPICOS), which pools the efforts of FOpicg
tries (Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, g,
Suriname and Venezuela) in their search for sust
ricultural development in a territory covering ahoy

hectares.

Pineiro’s address to the plenary session of the UN
derscored the importance of the meeting, especiaj
consensus that has been mounting asto the mag
problems at hand and the urgent need to co

resolutely.

In it he stated, “The fact that (this consensus)
achieved for such acomplex and controversial topicis, with.
out doubt, an encouraging sign, especially in light of the
skepticism surrounding the ability of multilatera| efforts o
achieve concrete results. In some ways, this can be consig:
ered a turning point in the current course of events.”

Sight Coup.
Yana, pe,

alnable '
One biligy

CED un-
ly given he
nitude ofthe
nfront they

has begp

R io de Janeiro was the capital of
the planet from June 3 to 14,
when representatives of 170 coun-
tries, most of them heads of govern-
ment or of state, participated in the
United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development (UNCED),
also known as the Earth Summit.
IICA’s message calling for a style of
development that is not harmful to
natural resources and the environ-
ment, thus safeguarding the well-be-

the office were able to browse through
or purchase books and other docu-

IICA’s Message
at R10°92

ments published by the Institute’s Edi-

ing of this and future generations, was
heard at the Conference.

IICA set up a temporary office on the
outskirts of Rio to receive visitors from
different parts of the world. Visitors to

torial Service. While in the office, they
were able to view the video “Agricul-
ture: Road to the Future " prepared by
the Inter-American Information and
Documentation Center (CIDIA), and

othervideos Prepared for exhibition at
EXPQO'92in Seville, Spain.

Each head of delegation receiveda
copy of the book “Agriculture andt e
Environment,” which contains p ‘
graphs selected in the 1991 lICA/
German Technical Coop,e‘f UT
Agency (GTZ) Photography Con'e
and was published with suppotof!
Canadian International Develop
Agency (CIDA).

e con-

The winning photographs of i g

test were reproducedand t®
decorate the office.
Among the distinguished guests' i:
iting the office was OS_ca".a |
Sanchez, NobelPeace PrZe . =
and former president of




Inter-American System Promotes Development at
Universal Exposition in Seville

elebrating the “Day of the Ameri-

cas,” the four specialized organi-
zations of the inter-American system
launched their participation in the Uni-
versal Exposition (EXPO '92), in
Seville, Spain. Their joint message
promotes democracy, equity and eco-
nomic and social development.

The guests of honor at the inaugura-
tion, held on April 25, were the senior-
most authorities of the fouragencies:
Joao Clemente Baena Soares, of the
Organization of American States
(OAS); Martin E. Pineiro, of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA); Ennique lglesias, of
the Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) and Cariyle Guerra de Macedo,
of the Pan American Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO). They were welcomedto

" the Royal Pavilion by the General

Commissioner of EXPQO '32, Emilio

| Casisnello, and the Spanish Minister of

Public Administration, Manuel
Eguiagaray.

In his address. the Direclor General of
HCA underscored the historic opportu-

nity provided by EXPO '92 to show the
world the work carried out by these four
organizations.

THE CHALLENGES

The “Challenge of the Americas” pa-
vilion, with displays referring to native,
geographic and cultural aspects of the
32 member countries of the inter-
American system, offers daily pro-
grams using modern video technology
and graphic arts. The pavilioniis lo-
cated in the “Plaza de las Américas,”
where 16 Latin American countries
have their exhibits.

The joint presentation by the agencies
of the inter-American system focuses
on issues that are common to their ef-
forts to meet the challenges of the
countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean: democracy and develop-
ment, universal access to medical at-
tention, socioeconomic development
and food security.

The OAS exhibit depicts the chal-
lenges faced by its Member Stat

.
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strengthening the democratic process,
protecting human rights and promoting
free and democratic elections, re-
sponding to the special needs and in-
terests of women, children and indig-
enous peoples, guaranteeing universal
access to quality education, and
eradicating the illicit use and trafficking
of drugs.

Agricultural modernization, and the
challenges faced by the region at the
end of this century and the beginning of
the next, are the focus of ICA’s pre-
sentation. In addition to slides, photo-
graphs and illustrative panels on Insti-
tute activities, four videos can be seen
on the following topics: sustainable
agricultural modemization; democratic
and equitable rural development; en-
vironment, technology and research;
and food security and the population
challenge.

Senior officials of the inter-Amencan system participated in events fo celebrate the “Day of the Amencas.”
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Headquarters

OAS General Assembly:

Foreign Ministers of the Americas Support IICA

uring the Twenty-third General

Assembly of the Organization of
American States (OAS), the foreign
ministers of the Americas gave their
unanimous support to the efforts car-
ried out by [ICA to promote agricultural
modernization in the region.

Meeting in Nassau, The Bahamas from
May 18-23, the ministers of foreign re-

"

Costa Rica’s Minister of Foreign Affairs has proposed the creation of a

conservaton force.

lations and ambassadors from 34
countries of the hemisphere also ap-
proved unanimously the report sub-
mitted by IICA’s Director General,
Martin E. Pifeiro, which was presented
originally to the Permanent Council of
the OAS in April,

In his address, which was well-re-
ceived by the delegations, Pifieiro un-
derscored the key role played by the
agricultural sector in bringing about

6

economic growth in Latin America and
the Caribbean, thanks to the modern-
ization of production undertaken as
part of structural adjustment in the
economies.

In referring to the outcome of the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Minis-
ters of Agriculture (ICMA), held last
year in Madrid, Spain, the Director

n inter-American environmental

General spoke optimistically about the
future of the region and indicated that
basic problems such as adjustment

andthe rescheduling of debt were be-
ing overcome,

Fortheir part, the ministers stated that
ICA, in its 50 years of institutional life,
has taken effective steps to strengthen

cooperation with the institutions, bod-

ies and specialized agencies of the in-

ter-American system, with other sub-

regional and United Nationg agen;
and with the governmentg g

: and jngp.
tions of observer countries Nstity.

The Costa Rican Ministe,
Affairs, Bernd Niehaus, g
speech that [ICA could pla
in activities to promote en
protection throughout the Americag
IICA, he said, has fulille s gy,
for half a century, and its ares of com.

petence can be expandedto include
environmental conservation

of Foreign
ated i, his
Yakeyrojg
Vironmemal

In his opinion, the inter-American Sys-
tem must take on its share of respon-
sibility in relation to environmenta
conservation because “... it is becom-
ing impossible to breathe the airin oyr
capitals, our rivers are polluted and are
drying up, our forests are being leveled
and our floraand fauna are dying off.”

Inaddition to IICA's potential contribu-
tions, the Minister of Foreign Relations
of Cosia Rica proposed that aninter-
American environmental conservation
force be set up to deal with environ-

-mental catastrophes. Theteam'swork

would be coordinated by an agency of
the OAS.

IICA considers natural resource con-
servation as one of the key compo -
nents of agricultural modernizath."-
Since 1990, it has been explicitly " -
corporating work on this topicint® the
technical cooperation activities caley
ries out in its 32 member countriés:




tthe inaugural session of the

second consultative meeting of
European non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) working in Latin
America, the Director General of |ICA,
Martin E. Pifeiro, stated that the
greaterrelative importance of agricul-
ture in most developing countries is
what differentiates them from devel-
oped countries in terms of their ap-
proach to natural resource conserva-
tion and environmental protection.

Also attending the meeting in Paris
were the President of the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank (IDB), Enrique
Iglesias and the President of the De-
velopment Centre of the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD), Louis Emmerij.

|ICA’s Director General indicated that
the close relationship between the
people of Latin America and the Car-
ibbean (LAC) and agriculture makes
the judicious use of natural resources a
key itemon the region’s agenda forthe
future. Agriculture, he noted, is the
basis of survival of a huge number of
low-income families who exploit, and in
some cases are obliged to overexploit,
marginal lands. Thirty percent of the
population of Lalin America and the
Caribbean live in rural areas, 60% in
absolute poverty.

According to Pifieiro, in an interdepen-
dent world, the challenges of develop-
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Relative Importance of Agriculture Conditions
Approach to Environmental Protection

ment are shared by all and responsi-
bility for same must also be shared.
The concept of a “global village,” he
stated, means much more than just
physical proximity. It means sharing
benefits and costs and also sharing
responsibilities, including financial.

Inthis regard, Pineiro indicated that the
necessary reduction of trade barriers
will have a positive impact on natural
resources throughout the world. The
cost of the protectionist policies of the
developed countries is almost twice the

US$125 billion dollars needed to set up
an environmental fund, he affirmed.

While in Paris, Pineiro met with the
president of the Center for Intemational
Cooperation in Agricultural Research
for Development (CIRAD), Henri
Carsalade, to discuss the scope of in-
ter-institutional cooperation and the
development of new joint activities to
benefit the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean.

Research is the Key
to Agricultural
Competitiveness

uring a recent visit fo IICA

Headquarters, Hubert
Manichon, Scientific Director of the
Center for International Cooperation
in Agricultural Research for Develop-
ment (CIRAD), stated that high-qual-
ity research and the use of appropri-
ate technology are required in order to
produce efficiently and competitively

while at the same time protecting
natural resources and the environ-
ment.

He added that Latin America and the
Caribbean can use slightly different
approaches to modernize their agri-
cultural sectors and achieve a level of
competitiveness that will enable them
to compete on international markets.
To accomplish this, he explained, it will
be necessary to ensure that research
reflects a better understanding of the
needs of farmers and their physical
surroundings.

Specifically, he recommended con-
ducting further studies on cropping
systems, promoting diversified agri-
culture and proposing alternatives to
single crop farming, which usually
gives rise to “a certain degree of fra-
gility” in agricultural ecosystems.

According to Manichon, this will help
to identify problems and to design
corrective policies, and will contribute
to eliminating practices that are
harmful to the environment, such as
the excessive use of agrochemicals.




he historical and cultural ties that
link Spain and the Americas are
the reason for Spain’s growing coop-
eration with the regionin recent years.

Spanish authorities have given agr!-
culture and rural development top pri-

Cooperation with Permanen

t Observers

in iplying its im-
Spain'’s support and multiplying I
paF\)ct. The Institute, he added, is the
main channel for agricultural supportin

the region; it has Offices in all the

countries, broad experience inthe field

and a better understanding of current
needs.

Spain and the Americas: Working Together
for Agricultural and Rural Development

ority, and they wish to contribute to re-
gional efforts to modernize agriculture.

According to Jose Alvarez, Counsellor
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food (MAPA) of Spain for Central
America, |ICA has played a very im-
portant part in multiplying the effects of
Spanish support in the agricultural
sector.

Spain and |ICA signed a general co-
operation agreement in 1977 which
paved the way for later cooperation.
Since then, assistance has been
channelled through MAPA, the Ibero-
American Cooperation Institute (ICI)
and the Spanish International Coop-
eration Agency (AECI).

Also, closer relations were developed
between Spain and the American
hemisphere with the creation of an
Agricultural Office for Central America.

Agricultural and economic research,
documentation, extension services
and training for farmers, education and
specialization for technical personnel,
agrarian reform and development,
marketing, rural development and
agroindustry are some of the areas in
which Spain will promote agricultural
development in Latin America.

According to Alvarez, lICA’s participa-
tion has been the key to formalizing

8

In the judgement of the Director Gep-
eral of IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, this
Spanish cooperation has reaffirmed
the important economic, cultural and
commercial ties between the two con-
tinents, and at the same time, has
highlighted Spain’s role as a bridge
between the Americas and Europe.

BROAD COOPERATION

Initially, Spain’s support for agriculture
through IICA took the form of irrigation
projects and support for construction in
rural areas in certain countries of the
Americas. Withtime, however, Spain's
support has broadened.

For example, emphasis has been
placed on human resource training.
Every year almost 300 professionals
from Latin America attend courses in
Spain to study new technologies and
gain new know-how in connection with
the agri-food sector, irrigation, agricul-
tural research, natural resource man-
agementand food planning. Directors
and specialists from [ICA's Programs
have also lectured at these events.

Also, Spanish experts have collabo-
rated directly with IICA projects in the
countries, Several joint seminars and
workshops were the product of |ICA-
MAPA cooperation: “European Com-
mon Agricultural Policy and Coopera-
tion for Development” (IICA Head-

3
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quarters, 1988), “Internationg
on Seed Technology” (IICA 1, S
quarters, 1989), and “Hispa L
can Meetings on Agriculture

Development in Latin Amerkin:nzl::‘al
Caribbean” (Spain and Costa Ric S
1990-1991). 3,

I COU'S

no'Afﬂeri.

This last event provided officials ang
experts with a forum to discyss agri-
cultural policies and problems from
both the European and Latin American
points of view, and served as prepara.
tion for discussion of these topics dy.
ing the Tenth Inter-American Confe-
ence of Ministers of Agriculture (lica).

Other joint activities included: “Inter-
national Seminar on the Incorporation
of Youth into Agriculture” (IICA Head-
quarters, 1990), “Seminar on the
Management of Statistical Information”
(IICA Headquarters, 1990) and
“Seminar on the Management of Agri-
cultural Documentation and Informa-
tion in Spanish-speaking Countries”
(IICA Headquarters, 1991).

Spain also collaborated in drawing up
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America andthe
Caribbean (PLANLAC). Spain'sinter-
est in promoting a modem, competitive

e
Jose Alvarez, Counsallor of the Minist/ 9

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain
Central America.




agricultural sector was expressed in
the document “Demand and Marketing
Cchannels for new Latin American
Products in the European Market."

Alvarez added that Spain's participa-
tion in formulating the PLANLAC led to
our supporting Latin American inte-
gration.

|ICA and Spain have also worked to-
gether on cultural matters. In 1991, the
Commission of the Fifth Centennial of
the Discovery of America and ||ICA or-
ganizeda hemisphere-wide art contest
on the subject of rural life. Some 650
entries were received from 21 coun-
tries.

ANEW AGRICULTURE

Atthe generous invitation of the Span-
ish government, Madrid was the site in
September 1991 of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Minsters of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the Sixth
Regular Meeting of Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA)- IICA's
highest governing body.

tings, which brought
togetherthe n =rs of agriculture of
the Americzs, European authorities
and representatives from the Euro-
pean Community (EC) as well as of in-
ternational agencies, emphasis was
placed on promoting a modern and
competitive agricultural sector capable
of putting Latin America and the Car-
ibbean on a new path to development
in the context of profound changes
taking place worldwide.

During these m

The definition of this new, expanded
agriculture includes strengthened
intersectoral relations to link agriculture
tothe rest of the economy, involvement
of poor small farmers in the production
continuum, and promotion of natural
resource conservation and sustainable
development as a means of safe-
guarding the well-being of future gen-
erations.

This was the first time the ICMA ever
met outside the Americas, and the de-
cision to hold the meeting in Madrid
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The Tenth ICMA, held in Madrid in 1991, highlighted the important role Spain plays in the region.

was in recognition of Spain's contribu-
tions inthe region. Also, it was seen as
aprelude to the celebrations to be held
in 1992 to commemorate the fifth cen-
tennial of the discovery of America,
“The Meeting of Two Worlds."

Also as part of the Tenth ICMA, and at
Spain's initiative, the ministers of agri-
culture of the Americas met with their
European counterparts and officials
from the EC for a “frank and open”
round table discussion of political and
trade issues of interest 1o the agri-food
sectors in both parts of the world.

In summarizing his view of the agticul-
tural summit in Madrid, Alvarez said
that it gave an added boost to coop-
erative relations between Europe and
Spain and the Americas, and also pro-
vided an opportunity for fruitful dialog
between the two regions.

FUTURE ACTIONS

Latin America attaches great impor-
tance to consolidating its agri-food
sector. Through IICA, the Spanish
government provides considerable
support to that sector. Also, it isone of
the sectors that will benefit from
new cooperation and friendship trea-
ties signed by Spain and several
countries of the region, including Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and
Venezuela.

Specifically on the topic of agri-food
systems, Spain recently sponsored
three subregional training seminars for
technical personnel from Central Ame-
rica and the Andean and Southern Ar-
eas. The seminars dealt with the gen-
eration of statistical information and
indicators and were held in Costa Rica,
Ecuador and Uruguay, in the frame-
work of the joint cooperation agree-
ment signed in 1990 by IICA and the
AECI.

Furthermore, and as part of the cel-
ebrations associated with the Fifth
Centennial of the Discovery of Ame-
rica, IICA is participating in the Univer-
sal Exposition (EXPO '92) in Seville,
where it has a display together with the
otherthree key institutions of the inter

American system (Organization of
American States (OAS), Inter-Ameri

can Development Bank (IDB) and Pan
American Health Organization
(PAHO).

Further evidence of the scope of
Spain's cooperation in support of agri-
culture in the region is the recent ap-
proval of the Fifth Centennial Plan.

Under this initiative, financial aid to the
region has been increased, through
increased funding of the ICI, coopera-
tion treaties and the IDB/Fifth Centen-
nial Fund. The agri-food and fisheries
sectors will be the focus of investments
under this plan.



Support for the Agri-food Sector

pain supports the countries of Latin Amprica an_d the
S Caribbean in their efforts to expand ugncullurp intoa
veritable agri-food sector, which will set these countriesona

new path to development.

The Spanish govemment provides its support to this new view
of agriculture through a specific cooperation agreement
signed by IICA, AECI and MAPA in 1990, the purpose of
which is to promote the two-year project entitled Policy Infor-
mation and Analysis for the Agri-food System.

The experience of the MAPA and the Statistical Unit of
Madrid's Higher Technical School of Agricultural Engineers
will be tapped to train personnel from the region how to gen-
erate information on the structure, organization and perfor-
mance of the agn-food sector.

This new view of agriculture replaces the traditional concept of
the sector as a mere supplier of raw materials, as it includes
agroindustry and services.

Julio Hernandez, an IICA specialist in agricultural policy
analysis and planning and chief of the aforementioned
project, stated that information is the key to the decision-
making process.

He highlighted the importance of the following indicators:
agriculture's share in the gross domestic product (GDP), the
contribution of agriculture and agroindustry to the overall
economy, the portion of the economically active population
involved in agriculture, and the value added generated by
agriculture and agri-food industries as a whole.
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Spain supports regional efforts fo build agriculture into a true agri-food sector,

Hernandez stated that Spgin’s ogntribution canbe veryy
given that country's experience in developing anq manasgtu‘
information systems for the agri-food sector whic, are%'ng
rently in use in the countries of the European C°mmunny ur-
In evaluating the future of cooperation between Spaing
IICA, Jose Alvarez, Counsellor of the Ministry of Agfkunu?d
Fisheries and Food (MAPA) of Spain for Centra| Americ:'
noted that as the countries of the region are moving forwarg,
open up their economies, appropriatg support for integratioy
would be promotion of a common policy on information,

In his judgement, an information system will help in analyz.
ing and designing policies to promote this new view of agri.
culture.

Under the project, three regional seminars were held between
February and June to further deliberate on the conceptual
base of the sector and to study the experience of Spainin this
field. As aresult of these activities, mechanisms were
implemented to gather information that will help the countries
study the structure, dimension and evolution of the agri-food
sector.

The first seminar, for Central America, was heldin Costa Rica
The others took place in Montevideo, Uruguay, for specialists
from the countries of the Southern Cone; and Quito, Ecuador,
for representatives of the Andean Area countries.

In June, a workshop was held in Madrid to evaluate project
results and to propose a long-term cooperation project.In
the next stage of the process, to beginin July, work willcon-
tinue in Central America, “an area which needs support®in
training and institutional and statistical organization, said
Hernandez. ‘
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Official Visit

The Spanish Ambas-
sador to the Organi-
zation of American
States (OAS), Miguel
Angel Carriedo (right),
paid an official visit to
IICA Headquarters in
April. During the visit,
he met with Institute
officials to discuss the
cooperation activities
between his country
and lICA.

Environmentally-sound Development Proposed

I narecentvisitto [ICA Headquarters,
Francisco Velasquez, Director
General of Services at the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(MAPA) of Spain, stated that strategies
to boost agricultural output will be more
successful if economic development
takes environmental protection and
natural resource conservation into ac-
count.

He noted that this is a key concern for
agricultural development planners.
“We have to come up with innovative
responses that will enable us to satisfy
production and economic development
while sustaining natural conditions and
protecting ecosystems,” he said.

In reviewing IICA-Spain cooperation,
Velasquez stated that the Institute's

growth in recent years had provided his
country with greater opportunities for
cooperation, resulting in increased
participation of Spanish missions and
specialists in different projects.

4 wo radio programs on the contribution and traditions of
native American agriculture and food adopted by the
rest of the world, and vice versa, are being prepared by the
IICA, the Radio Nederland Training Centre (RNTC) and the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain (MAPA),
1o commemorate five centuries of shared history.

The programs are part of a series entitled “Cuando elmundo
se completé” (When the World Was Completed). The first
was disseminated last year and discusses certain crops and
foods that originated in America, such as corn, tomatoes,
cocoa, potatoes, cassava, peanuts and peppers, as well as
beans, pineapples, strawberries, avocado, sunflowers,
medicinal plants, tobacco, rubber, maguey and chinchon
bark.

The program was distributed by the Radio Nederland
Transcription Services (RN) to 575 Spanish-language me-

%afﬁliated with the world circuit of the Dutch broadcasting

~

From America, for the World

system. A first batch of 150 copies was distributed at the
Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), held in Madrid last year. Other copies have been
distributed to public and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in Latin America.

In September, the second of the series will be avaiable. It
highlights the benefits the New World received from Euro-
pean, Asian and African crops and livestock, including the
wealth of genetic biodiversity and the vast variety of their
food products. Each chapter lasts 15 minutes.

Some of the products discussed in this program are rice,
oranges, lemons, apricots, plums, peaches, apples, grapes,
mangoes, sugar cane, wheat, garlic, onions, chick peas,
lettuce, asparagus, spinach, bananas, plantains, forestry
products, horses and cows.

11
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Technical Cooperation, Agricultural
Development and Poverty

nternational technical cooperation has played a much
l greater role in the development of the agricultural sector
than in any other production sector. Taking into consider-
ation the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) -the largest agency of the United Nations system-, the
network of international centers -thirteen throughout the
world-, and the existence of a number of regional agencies,
such as IICA, one gets an idea of the dimensions of such
cooperation.

Its magnitudeis largely
due to the importance
of the agricultural sec-
torin poorcountries, to
the connection be-
tween agricuiture and
poverty, to the tremen-
dous importance of
public sector services
and lo the State's role
as the driving force for
change in the agricul-
tural sector.

The enormous changes taking place worldwide are affecting
the agenda for international technical cooperation, inas-
much as they have a direct effect on the less-developed
countries. Therefore, it has become necessary to re-think
the type of cooperation provided by the most important
technical cooperation agencies, and to re-define the main
themes for such cooperation. The countries have new and
different needs. The public agricultural sector has under-
gone radical change, reflecting the new political and ideo-
logical search for a smaller State, as well as the privatization
under way in most of our countries. This must necessarily
have a major impact on the way we provide technical
cooperation,

The decade of the 1980s was a time of crisis which had a
profound effect on the agricultural sector. Various studies

Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture.
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Martin E. Pineiro*

show that the number of rural poor in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) has been on the rise since 1970, Accorg.
ing to FAO, almost two thirds of the rural LAC Population, o
130 million people, live in poverty. This situation, repeateq
in Africa and Asia, aggravates the grave consequences of
uncontrolled urbanization and environmental degradation
that have characterized the last two decades.

Since the mid-1980s, our countries have moved quickly from
pursuing an import-substitution strategy to striving to open
up their economies, promoting the growth of sectors that
offer real comparative advantages at the international leve,

In this process of liberalization, greater importance and a
new role is being given to agriculture, primarily because of
the comparative advantages offered by the wealth of our
natural resources and the relatively advanced development
of scientific and technological institutions for agriculture
operating in the region. Given this base, the LAC countries
are in a position to generate dynamic surplus-generating
centers by modernizing their agriculture.

This new strategic view of agriculiure extends the traditional
concept of the sector as simply a supplier of raw materialsto
a broader concept of an expanded sector having strong
inter-sectoral linkages. To gain these new parameters for
the sector, it will be necessary to accelerate the process of
modernization of production and institutions already under
way throughout the hemisphere.

Modernization must not bypass small farmers and rural
laborers who are condemned to produce at subsistencé
levels. Modernization must be all-embracing and make
room for the most disadvantaged strata of the rural popula-
tion. To accomplish this, policies must be adopted that
envisage rural areas as more than just physical space, but
rather as the home of social groups that can play a key ok
in transforming the sector,

To bring about these changes, it will first be necessary '
design and implement policies aimed at decentralizing a"‘_i
strengthening farmers' organizations, which will maké L
possible for them to channel their proposals and participa®

R
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Asuncion, capital of Paraguay, was the scene of a special celebration for the Southern Area, in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of lICA.

ne of the special regional celebrations to be held during

1992 in commemoration of 1ICA’s fiftieth anniversary
took place recently in Asuncion, Paraguay. The activity was
attended by the members of the Advisory Council for Agricul-
tural Cooperation in the Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR).

The ceremony took place in association with the Fourth
Regular Meeting of CONSAUR, which was attended by
Secretary of Agriculture Marcelo Reglnaga of Argentina
and Ministers of Agriculture Antonio Cabrera of Brazil, Raul
} Torres Segovia of Paraguay, Alvaro Ramos of Uruguay, and
| Undersecretary of Agriculture Maximiliano Cox of Chile.

It was also attended by representatives of farmers' associa-

tions of the subregion, diplomats and government authori-
' ties. |ICA’s delegation was headed by the Director General,
' Martin E. Pifieiro.

As Chairman of CONASUR, the Brazilian minister lauded
IICA’s support for agricultural integration. In his judgement,
the most significant progress in that connection was occur-
ring in the livestock and agriculture subsectors.

“These advances represent the results of not only the
express will of the countries, but also of [ICA’s efforts” stated
Cabrera, who later reminded participants that the Institute
had supported creation of this ministerial-level forum from
the very outset.

For his part, the Minister of Paraguay stated that IICA has
kept up with the times and has been very influential in
conceptualizing and supporting agricultural modemization
in the Americas.

Torres went on to say that through its ongoing process to
evaluate its objectives and programs, the Institute had been
able to adjust its action to the changing interests and needs
of its member countries.

The Director General gave a brief review of the Institute’s
history, focusing on its cooperation with Paraguay and the
other countries of the Southern Cone. He then spoke of the
challenges facing agriculture today, stating “Now that the
crisis of the lost decade is over and the process of
macroeconomic adjustmentis under way, our thoughts must
turn to growth. In this situation, the key is to be competitive
and efficient in terms of output, resource management and
trade negotiations.




n exhibition on the activities of

the Institute, being presented as
part of the International Agriculture,
Livestock, Fisheries and Food Fair
(FIAGA), was presented in Panama in
May, as part of the activities to cel-
ebrate |ICA's fiftieth anniversary, the
theme of which is “Agriculture: Strength
and Future of the Americas.”

The exhibition at the ATLAPA Con-
vention Center in Panama City dis-
played publications and photographs
and used other media to illustrate the
technical cooperation activities carried
out by the Institute on behalf of its
member countries.

In an area especially set up for the
occasion, videos were shown on the
topics of sustainable agricultural mod-
ernization; democratic and equitable
rural development; the environment,
technology and research; food secu-
rity and the population challenge.

FIAGA '92 was organized by the
Panamanian Office for Rural Youth,
the World Trade Center of Panama,
the Ministry of Agricultural Develop-
ment, the National Association of Cattle
Ranchers and IICA. The exhibition
was inaugurated by the Director Gen-
eral of [ICA, Martin E. Pifeiro.

In his speech, Pineiro called for a
modern agriculture that is “not agro-
chemical-intensive,” but rather is judi-
cious in its use of natural resources
and environmentally sound. He added
that, given worldwide efforts to liberal-
ize trade, producers must become
competitive and “incorporate technol-

[ICA at FIAGA "92

ogy that pays good production divi-

dends.”

The Fair included a series of special-
ized technical meetings in which IICA
officials and specialists analyzed is-
sues relevant to intemational agricul-
tural trade, ecology, marketing and
technological development.

The Director of IICA’s Agricultural
Policy Analysis and Planning Program,
Carlos Pomareda, addressed the is-
sue of economic trade opening and
agriculture.

The Director of IICA’s Trade and Inte-
gration Program, Rodolfo Quiros,
spoke on non-tariff trade barriers that
affect trade, such as economic, finan-

cial, legislative, ecological and eny;.
ronmental barriers. Two other |icp
specialists, Walter Jaffe and Luis Joge
Lizarazo spoke on the future of bjo.
technology and agricultural commog-
ity exchanges, respectively.

The Fair included a series of
specializedtechnical meetings
in which IICA officials and
specialists analyzed issues
relevant to international agri-
cultural trade, ecology, mar-
keting and technological de-
velopment.

The Vice Presidant of Panama, Guillermo Ford, visited ICA's extibition at FIAGA'®2.
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Wide Range of Activities Mark 50th Anniversary Celebration in Ecuador

The mgst important element of the celebrations will take place in September, when
a semmar-workshf)p will be held on institutional systems for rural development in
the context of agriculture’s new role in Latin America.

T he IICA Office in Ecuador has been celebrating ICA’s
50 years of institutional life with courses, workshops,
seminars and the signing of a cooperation agreement with

the Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock.

In March of this year, activities
began with the Tenth Regular
Meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Cooperative Agricul-
tural Research and Technology
Transfer Programforthe Andean
Subregion (PROCIANDINO),
held in Guayaquil.

Since that time, the following
activities were held in this con-
text: courses on the manage-
ment of technological innova-
tions, in Quito and Guayaquil; a
workshop on the agri-food sys-
tem, focusing on a definition of
the system and indicators of its
structure, dimension and evolu-
tion; and a seminar to review
animal health and plant protec-
tion legislation and to adapt and
apply same to the Galapagos
archipelago.

Scheduled for July are a semi-
nar on administration and man-
agement of the Andean Animal
Health Laboratory Network, and
a workshop on bases, rules and
recommendations for national
training programs in the rural
sector.

Photo/Mauro Calanchina, Ecuador

Ecuador, activities to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of I/CA_ include
workshops and seminars on a variety of topics, including rural

development.

In
courses,

Also within the framework of the celebrations, the [ICA Office
in Ecuador and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock of
that country will sign a cooperation agreement in late July.

Furthermore, on August
17, an announcement will
be made of the names of
the joumalists whose ar-
ticles will compete in the
1992 IICA Inter-American
Press Award.

The most important ele-
ment of the celebrations
will take place in Septem-
ber, when a seminar-
workshop will be held on
institutional systems for
rural development in the
contextof agriculture’s new
role in Latin America.

IICA and the
Ministry of
Agriculture and
Livestock of Ecuador
will signa
cooperation
agreement.




S uriname joined the list of coun-
tnes, organizations, specialized
agencies and institutions that have
been celebrating this year |ICA's fifty
years of institutional life.

Ina message of congratulations to the
Director General of [ICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, the Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries of Suriname,
S. Setroredjo, praised the technical
cooperation |ICA provides to Latin
America ard the Caribbean.

He indicated that the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), execution of which is co-
ordinated by IICA, can help achieve
the prionity objectives of the national
agricultural sector: increase food pro-
duction, identify incentives to expand
and diversify exports, prepare invest-
ment projects and eradicate plant pro-
tection problems.

IICA has provided support to the agri-
cultural sector of Suriname since it
became a member country in 1982. At
present, some of the actions receiving

Boosting food production is one of the principal objectives of the agncultural sector of Suriname.

Institute support are: identification of
alternatives which will help establish a
style of agriculture that makes judi-
cious use of natural resources, devel-

opment of livestock production sys-
tems, and eradication of tropical fruit
flies.

S

he Philatelic Board of Costa Rica has joined in the activities to commemorate the fiftieth

T anniversary of ICA’s founding, creating a stamp depicting the poster designed by the Institute !

to celebrate this event, N/
7o

The stamp shows the tip of a corn plant and the slogan “Agriculture: Strength and Future of the /\‘ \\\\

Americas.” According to the historical overview in the bulletin prepared by the Philatelic Board, this s

slogan sums up the hope of the Americas and reflects its geographic, cultural and agricultural ‘\ :

diversity. 4 \_.* S
VA

Twice before, the Philatelic Board of Costa Rica has created stamps to celebrate special moments %ﬂ\ ‘ v

in IICA's history: on the occasion of its twenty-fifth and thirtieth anniversaries, 50 03 de coaperocon lerTTCT

CX Stamp to Commemorate IICA’s Fiftieth Anniversar)

Y
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CONASUR Makes

Considerable Progress

uring a two-day meeting in

Asuncion, Paraguay, the minis-
ters of agriculture of the Southern Cone
countries approv ed concrete propos-
als for moving forward in harmonizing
and integrating oral policies,
Inthe meeting of the /duisory Council
for Agricultural Cooperationin the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR), the ministers adopted
several resolutions aimed, among
other things, at facilitating the
intraregional trade of livestock prod-
ucts and the marketing of veterinary
products, and establishing regulations
forthe trade of dairy products.

They also announced that beginning in
January 1993, phytosanitary control
vill be standardized in cenain cities or
points on the Argentinan, Brazilian,
Paraguayan and Uruguayan borders.

They also agreed to facilitate the trade
of dairy products, through the use of

harmonized technical norms. Inthe
near future, the countries will have
norms governing meat products z2nd
fish derivatives, as well as fruits and
vegetables, similar o the Common
Nomenclature on Quality adopted for
use in connection with dziry procucts

Participating inthe mecting were Sec
retary of
Reglnaga, of Argentina; Ministers
Antonio Cabrera, of Brazil; Raul Torres
Segovia, of Paraguay; Alvaro Ramos,
of Uruguay; Undersecretary of Agri-
culture Maximiliano Cox, of Chile;
Martin E. Pifeiro, Director General of
IICA, and representatives of farmers’
organizations,

Agriculture Marceio
9

TRADE

In the context of trade liberalization in
the region, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay
and Uruguay approved a zoosanitary
agreement governing the exchange of
live animals, embryos, semen and

proach in the Uruguzy Hound of G-
regretting that the lengthy negot=
have failed to produce zn accord for
agriculture. They also criticized unfair
trading praclices in agricuitural and
agroindustrial products, and stz line
of action for establishing norms and
mechanisms of protection.

Antonio Cabreras, Minister of Agricul-
ture of Brazil and Chairman of the
Council, confirmed that significant
progress was being made by
CONASUR because of the political

13
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The Secretary of CONASUR, Eduardo Machinea (left), the host Minlater, Raul Torres (contor), and the
IICA Representative in Paraguay, Luiz C, Pannunzio, during one of the work sesslons,

In the context of trade lip,,.
alization in the region, Ay.
gentina, Brazil, Paraguay gpy
Uruguay approved
zoosanitary agreement Loy-
erning the exchange of liye
animals, embryos, semen ang
ovules.
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CORECA Ministers Meet in Mexico

he ministers of agriculture of the

Central American isthmus,
Mexico and the Dominican Republic,
meeting in Mexico City from May 27-
29, approved a series of resolutions
aimed at promoting free trade, com-
petitiveness, cooperation and regional
integration.

Attending the meeting were Minsters of
Agriculture Carlos Hank Gonzalez, of
Mexico; Adolfo Boppel Carrera, of
Guatemala; Mario Nufio Gamero, of
Honduras; Antonio Cabrales, of El
Salvador; Roberto Rondon Sacasa, of
Nicaragua; Juan Rafael Lizano, of
Costa Rica; Nicolas Concepcion
Garcia, of the Dominican Republic, and
Pablo Moreno, National Director for
Agricultural Health of the Ministry of
Agricultural Development of Panama
(MIDA).

Meeting as the Regional Council for
Agricultural Cooperation (CORECA) -a
sectoral fora linking these eight coun-
tries- the ministers accepted a Mexican
proposal aimed at changing the pro-
duction structure of the agricultural
sector of the subregion, given the move
toward trade liberalization,

14

The proposal, submitted by the Presi-
dent of CORECA, Carlos Hank
Gonzalez of Mexico, will provide ac-
cess to the funds of the Mexican Com-
mission for Central American Coop-
eration. Its main objective is to
strengthen the agricultural sector and
equip it to deal with the economic
globalization through a politically, so-
cially and economically viable conver-
sion plan tailored to the conditions and
resources of each of the countries of
the region.

Accordingto CORECA's Secretary for
Coordination, Roger Guillen, the pro-
posed plan of action will mesh with the
economic and trade components of the
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative,
announced in 1990 by United States
President George Bush,

According to Guillen, the plan will con-
tribute to determining the production
potential and economic viability of ar-
eas and products, strengthening re-
search in conjunction with farmers,
updating technology generation and
transfer programs, and establishing a
modern and equitable marketing sys-
tem, as well as marketing information

systems to provide direct support to the
private sector.

He added that a draft of the proposalis
under study in each of the countries
and that once necessary changes
have been introduced, implementation
willbegin.

During the meeting, the Director Gen-
eral of ICA, Martin E. Pifeiro, stated
thatduring its 12 years of existence,
CORECA has proven to be a very
useful instrument for supporting initia-
tives to promote integration and trade
liberalization, two factors which will‘lay
the groundwork for modernizing agri-
culture, boosting competitiveness at
the international level and improving
the well-being of rural families.”

The ministers also agreed to holda
seminar in Costa Rica in August, or-
ganized by Costa Rica's Minister of
Agriculture, Juan Rafael Lizano, with
support from ICA and the COR!_ECA
Secretariat. Atthe seminar, Mexican
specialists will share with their Central
American counterparts the experience
they have gained in agricultural trafie
negotiations held in connection with




the free-trade agreement to be signed
soon with the United States of America
and Canada.

According to Guillen, CORECA's in-
tention is to better exploit the operating
capacity of specialized agencies to the
benefit of the countries, work closer
with the private sector in efforts to
achieve integration and trade liberal-
ization, and forge closer ties, through
Mexico, with the Group of Three (G-3:
Mexico, Venezuela and Colombia).

Finally, the ministers approved a pro-
posal to strengthen sustainable agri-
cultural development through the ex-
change of up-to-date information on
the topic, and supported an initiative by
the Dominican Republic for drawing up
a master plan on sustainability which
takes into account biophysical, socio-
economic and institutional factors, as

The Secretary of Agriculture and Water Resources of Mexico, Carlos Hank Gonzalez (nght),
Mmfs§ the Twelfth Regulaf Megbng of the CORECA Council of Ministers. The goveming body of
CIRSA which is responsible for agricultural health, and the Council of Ministers of CATIE, met at the well as infrastructure.

same time.

he Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, made an DlI’GCtOI‘ General on

official visit to Mexico from May 25-27, at which time he

met with senior political and agricultural authorities. Offlcial VIS lt to NIGX:.[C 0
Pifeiro was welcomed to Mexico City by the Undersecretary

of Foreign Relations, Andres Rozental, Ambassador in 1991, among other activities, 1ICA supported Mexico in
Rosar?o Green and the Director General of I_nternational analyzing adjustments to the strategy proposed by the
Negotiations, Gerardo Lozano. Their discussions coYered government for the rural area modemization program. It also
IICA-Mexico cooperation and the possibility of new joint ef- collaborated in preparing the agricultural and forestry tech-
forts. nology research and transfer project, and several init.iatives

§ : on rural development, marketing and agricultural health.
Later, in a meeting with the Secretary of Agriculture and

Water Resources (SARH), Carlos Hank Gonzalez, the Di- Pifeiro also participated in the inaugural session of the
rector General discussed IICA's technical cooperation in meeting of the Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation i
?halcoumry, the agricultural modernization process and the (CORECA), where he emphasized the importance of inte- ‘
international trade of agricultural commodities. They also gration and greater competitiveness inthe new international i
examined the possibility of signing a new technical and ad- context.

Ministrative cooperation agreement. This would be a 12-

:’ﬁ?’sagreemenl to support national efforts to eradicate fruit

e
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The Caribbean:

Request for Rural

Development Strategy

articipants in a regional seminar in
Dominica asked IICA and a spe-
cialized Caribbean network to draw up
an integrated rural development strat-

egy.

This initiative, they explained, would
help bring together the efforts of the
public and private sectors and would
provide a frame of reference for the
rural development strategies of each
nation.

It was their judgement that research
should receive special attention in such
a proposal, as should autochthonous

technology, women's issues, rural
youth and the responsible use of natu-
ral resources and the environment.

These recommendations were formu-
lated by the participants in the seminar
“Strategies for Rural Development in
the Caribbean,” which brought to-
gether representatives of non-govern-
mental organizations, public institu-
tions and private organizations of ten
Caribbean countries. The Minister of
Agriculture of Dominica, Maynard Jo-
seph; IICA’s Deputy Director General,
L. Harlan Davis; and the President of
the Caribbean Network for Integrated

-y

Rural Development (CNIRD)
Gomes, spoke during the |
session.

 Patrick |
Naugurg|

The event was organized by lica
CNIRD and the Ministry of Agriculture
of Dominica. IICA and CNIRD have
been working together since 1 991to
promote rural development in the Car-
ibbean.

During the meeting, several factors
constraining development in rural so-
cieties of the Caribbean were identj.
fied: infrastructure in need of repair
(roads and bridges), deficient public
services, limited participation by the
population in economic and political
processes, and information and tech-
nology transfer systems in need of
modernization.

The Caribbean:

flexible funding.

Agricultural Investment and

3

Marketing Opportunities {dentified

P articipants in a regional seminar organized by [iCA, the Caribbean

Food Corporation and the Ministry of Agriculture of Trinidad and To-
bago agreed that important opportunities exist for agricultural investment
and marketingin the Caribbean.

Participants in the seminar “Regional Agricultural Marketing and Invest-
ment Opportunities” indicated that to fully tap this potential it will be nec-
essary to design policies that attach priority to topics such as information
management, transportation, quality control, tariffs.

The event brought together representatives of both the public and private
sectors, who also underscored the need to be able to count on rapid and

The Director of IICA’s Trade and Agroindustry Program, Rodolfo Quiros,
presented a paper on joint ventures in which he discussed the possibilities
of partnerships with United States and Canadian companies for the export
of agroindustrial and nontraditional commodities.

On this same subject, other speakers focused on procedures and strate-

gies, research, and legislation governing joint ventures in Trinidad and

Tobago. Specialiasts from the Caribbean Community (CAF!ICOM)nthe

United States of America, Canada and the European Community (EC) als0
addressedthe group.

The Minister of Agniculture of Trinidad and Tobago, Keith
Rowley, participatedin the inaugural session. With him is lICA
Representative, Joan Wallace.
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mission from the Inter-American Institute for Coop-

eration on Agriculture (lICA) visited the Dominican
Republic in early June to ifientify, together with national
authorities, areas to receive IICA technical support for
qtrengthening sustainable agricultural development,

The group, which included IICA's Assistant Deputy Director
for Operations, Alfonso Cebreros, and the Director of its
Technology Generation and Transfer Program, Eduardo
Trigo, met with members and technical personnel from the
National Institute for Water Resources (INDHRI).

The initiative includes the planning of irrigation and sus-
tainable development projects in the five principal agricul-
wral regions of the Dominican Republic, similar to the one
beingimplemented in the southern province of San Juan de

N

Cooperation Agenda Identified in
the Dominican Republic

la Magpana. where agricultural production is being pro-
moted in valleys, hillsides and mountainous areas of that
zone,

IICA's proposal for sustainable agricultural development will
promote production of agro-forestry, vegetable and fruit
crops and staple grains without causing harm to the natural
resource base. It willtake into consideration biophysical and
socioeconomic factors that will contribute to improving

farmers' conditions. J

Agricultural Information Network
Established in Costa Rica

epresentatives fromthe govern-

have four subnetworks: fisheries, ag-
ricultural economics, agronomy and
natural resources.

The network will have hemispheric

ment and the private sector of
~ Costa Rica established a national ag-
ricultural information network to sup-
port agricultura! research units that
promote agriculitira development.

The mechanism. which will improve
coordination amori¢ agricultural sector
~ entities that prodiuce and manage ag-

ricultural information, was designed in
aseminar held at IICA Headquarters
last May.

The goalis to contribute to economic
advancement by transmitting timely,
reliable information to the field, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the
national development plan. The net-
work would operate at low cast, and

coverage as far as dissemination and
services are concerned, as it willbe
complemented by local, regional and
world information systems. It will also
give farmers, investors, researchers
and students access to national and
infernational data bases.

Preparation of this new instrument
came about as the result of a national
survey of information services con-
ducted by the National Agricultural In-
formation Center (CENIA). It received
technical support from the Commission
on Agricultural Research and Tech-
nology Transfer (CONITTA), the [ICA
Office in Costa Rica and the Executive
Secretariat for Agricultural Sectoral
Planning (SEPSA), of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock (MAG).

This study identified the human re-
source, material, financial, biblio-
graphical and informatics potential of
some 36 information units, as well as
how these units are organized and
linked. The units operate out of univer-
sities, public and private institutions
and international agencies.
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Programs on the March

Latin America and the Caribbean:

Working Areas of Rural Agroindustry Expanded

aving assumed its place as a promising alternative for
H improving the standards of living and incomes of small
farmers and small-farm communities, as of 1993 rural
agroindustries in Latin America and the Caribbean will un-
dertake new initiatives to support ru-
ral women, introduce technological
innovations and promote the sus-
tainable use of natural resources.

At the end of a series of high-level
meetings held at ICA Headquarters,
the leaders of the Hemispheric
Cooperative Program on Rural Agro-
industrial Development (PRODAR)
indicated that these activities
would be complemented with studies
on the impact of liberalization
policies.

The meetings, called to examine the
impact of and design PRODAR ac-
tions in the region, concluded on May

Photo/Jose L. Oviedo, Peru

income and contributing to the creation of infrastn, ture ang
the provision of services.

According to the Director General of IICA, Martin £_ Piﬁe"b'
actions to stimulate rurz)
agroindustry are part of the coyn.
tries’ efforts to modemizethe';ag_
ricuttural sectors by linking themi,
agroindustry and other components
of the food industry.

This issue is of particular impor-
tancein Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, where at least three milion
small farms produce 8 million tons
of agricultural products annually
and employ some 10 million people.

The impact of rural agroindustry on :
economic and social development
can be enormous, given that there
are some 100 million small farmers

14 with 2 series of sessions on rural

agroindustry, during which it was
announced that a consortium would
be established between IICA, the
International Development Re-
search Centre (IDRC) of Canada, and the Center forInter-
national Cooperation in Agricultural Research for Develop-
ment (CIRAD) of France.

support of rural women,

Under this new instrument of inter-institutional cooperation, a
fund will be created for agroindustry investment and promo-
tion. Rural agroindustry enables farmers to generate value
added for their products through post-haryest activities such
as storage, milling, processing, canning, packaging, trans-
portation and marketing. It also helps bring about improve-
ments in small-farm communities by offering new sources of
18
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During stage two, PRODAR will promote initiatives in

in the region who produce 40% of
the foodstuffs consumed and ap-
proximately 30% of total exports.

PRODAR is an ambitious cooperative program of information, &

training, research, promotion and management of
agroindustrial enterprises which seeks to improve the stan-
dard of living of small farmers. It pools the efforts of intema-
tional organizations, regional and subregional agencies as
well as national institutions.
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Technology Transfer between Latin America
and the Caribbean to be Facilitated

nan effortto facil_itate tech.no|ogy transfer between Latin America and the
I Caribbean, IICA is promoting a bold hemisphere-wide initiative to support
{he Caribbean countries in their efforts to modernize the agricultural sector.

This project is part of the P[an of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean (PLANLAC), execution of which is being
coordinated by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture.

The project, entitled “Facilitating Caribbean-Latin American Linkages and
Transfer of Technology for Agricultural Development,” will promote the use of
Latin American technology inthe Caribbean to help boost productivity, reduce
imports, improve exports and create employment opportunities for their citi-
zens.

Trinidad and Tobago

Traditionally, the Caripbean countries have imported technology fromthe
United States of America or Europe. Now, the goal is to tap Latin American
technology, especially for purposes of adaptation.
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The aim is for Caribbean countries to use Latin American

The project calls for training activities and information exchange, proposals for L
technologies for improving their productivity.

reducing the cost of technology transfer, and for establishing linkages and
instruments that ensure rapid access to technology. Some of the priority topics
covered by this project are sustainability, macroeconomic policy, biotechnology, training, and fruit and seed technology.

Inthe first stage of the project, meetings and training seminars were held last year, and a directory was prepared listing and briefly
describing Latin American institutions working in the field of technology transfer.

A ccording to participants in an
international meeting, non- D S vy e

D B evelopment Highlighted
govemmentalorgamzatlons(NGOs) P P
can make an important contribution to

for joint action between liCA and the |

[ICA is working to forge closer ties with ESquelgroup.

rural development and to designing
projectsto alleviate poverty.

The topic of the meeting was rural
poverty and society, and was held in
Aprilin Embu, in the State of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, It was organized by
IICA and the Fundacién Grupo
Esquel, a regional network of Latin
American NGOs headquartered in
Maryland, U.S.A.

In response to a recommendation of
the Tenth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA),

NGOs involved in rural development.
The Esquel group provides support to
the rural sector of the region through
the services of rural development spe-
cialists.

In the opinion of Manuel Chiriboga,
Director of IICA’s Organization and
Management for Rural Development
Program, the workshop was very pro-
ductive because it provided an oppor-
tunity to analyze the dimensions of ru-
ral poverty, the impact of adjustment
policies and economic opening on

In this regard, he said, it was sug-
gested that a new theory on rural de-
velopment be developed, that a
project be designed on the subject,
and that the two institutions sign a
broad cooperation agreement. The
work of IICA and the Esquel group are
complementary as regards issues
related to agricultural modernization,
public policies and the role of NGOs in
rural development.
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Bank Modernization
Fund Proposed

ICA and the Latin America Association of
Development Finance Institutions (ALIDE)
are advocating the establishment of a fundto
modemnize agncultural development banks in |
Latin Amenica.

‘ Representatives of both institutions made a !
| formal presentation of this proposal to the
| Twenty-second Annual Assembly of ALIDE,
' held from June 2-5 in Madrid, Spain, and at-
tended by representatives of 200 financial in- |
stitutions from the region and from some 50 |
European and Asian banks.

The fund would be used to finance institutional

modernization projects -in other words, spe- |

cific work programs- to equip banks in the re-

gion to adjust administratively and operation-

ally to the processes of economic and financial Agricultural development banks must respond rapidly to requests for funding to modemize
| liberalization and to state reforms. agriculturs.

The Director of [ICA’s Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning Program, Carlos Pomareda, explained that another of the
challenges facing agricultural development banks in the region is to provide funding in the near future forthe modemization and

sustainable development of agriculture.

uring 2 seminar held in Antigua, Guatemala in May,
D entrepreneurs and govemmental representatives from
Mexico, Central America and the Dominican Republic dis-
cussed with officials from the United States of America regu-
lations governing acceptable levels of pesticides in agricul-
tural products exported to that country.

Al this time, the issue is of particu-
lar importance to the subregion,
because the countries are working
1o boost agricultural exports to the
United States. The rejection rate of their products is high,
however, because of high pesticide levels, and this is threat-
ening the economic stability of exporters and small farmers.

ahrpugh no official data exist on the matter, it is estimated that
exico, Central America and the Dominican Republic lose

tens of millions of dollars annually b :
barriers (pesticides). y because of phytosanitary

lICA officials underscored th
slating that it gave representat
of the United States the op
farmers and entrepreneurs

€ importance of the meeting,
ves of the regulatory agencies
portunity to explain to officials
fromthe subregion procedures'

20

New Regulations on Acceptable Levels of
Pesticides in Agricultural Commodities
Analyzed

and norms in effect concerning pesticide residues. Fromnow
on, dialogue between the different participants in the process
would be promoted and facilitated.

The meeting also provided an opportunity to informpa ;
pations about pesticide registration procedures, and proper

application thereof for -
avoiding high levels of resi- -
dues in agricultural
modities. Also, commo

eas in which the regulations of the different countries couldbe
harmonized were identified, with a view to bringing them
line with the requirements of international trade.

The meeting, organized by lICA's Agricultural Health P £
gram, received support from the Organization of American
States (OAS), the National Agricultural ChemicalsASs‘Z“'
tion (NACA) and the United States Food and Drug Adminis*
tration (FDA). It was also co-sponsored by the Intemal_w“,:.\I ,
Trade Association of Manufacturers of Agroch°“‘“’a

(GIFAP) and the United States Department of Agricult"
(USDA).



Cocoa Production Favorable to
Sustainable Agriculture

nthe judgement of specialists at-
tending a seminar at [ICA Head-
quarters, cocoa is a crop that lends it-
selftoa style of agriculture that does
not harm natural resources and the

environment.

This is of particular interest given the
fact that a movement is under way in
the countries of Central America to
promote plantation management sys-
tems that encourage the use of natural
practices and make use of agrochemi-

cals.

This topic was discussed during a
seminar on cocoa cultivation in sus-
tainable agriculture, which brought to-
gether researchers, economists and
farmers from Central America and the
. United States of America, as well as
~ officials from national agencies of the

isagood crop for sustainable agricultural

Natural practices and limited use of agrochemicals characterize the management of cocoa plantations
in Central America.

member countries of the Regional
Network for Cacao Technology Gen-
eration and Transfer (PROCACAOQ),
which is administered and coordinated
by [ICA.

During the seminar, it was agreed that
cocoa is a crop that can make a good
contribution to sustainable agriculture.
According to James Corven, an IICA
specialist linked with PROCACAO,
cocoa production can be converted
into a sustainable system by imple-
menting a region-wide strategy that
takes advantage of available technol-
ogy and good natural conditions.

The participants also underscored that
sustainable agriculture on the basis of
cocoa cultivation improves and con-
serves soils, generates income for
small-farm families and uses cropping
practices that do not harm natural re-

sources.

In Central America, some 5,000 grow-
ers produce cocoa on 40,000 hectares.
Honduras is the largest producer, at
3,400 mietric tons (MT). Approximately
40% of the cocoa produced in the sub-
region for local consumption is pro-
cessed by iocal industry and artisanal
farmers.

In Central America, some
5,000 growers produce cocoa
on 40,000 hectares. Honduras
is the largest producer, at
3,400 metric tons (MT).
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Agricultural and Scientific
Journalists Receive Training

I n May and June, IICA co-sponsored
two training seminars for Central
American journalists specializing in
agriculture, science and technology.

The first, which was held from May 4-8,
brought together 18 agricultural com-
municators from Costa Rica, El Salva-
dor, Guatemala, Honduras and Pana-
ma as part of the Central American
Journalism Program (PROCEPER) of
Florida International University -FIU-
(United States of America).

Ruth Merino, a Chilean journalist,
taught the course, at which presenta-
tions were also made by |ICA special-
ists on various topics relevant to agri-
culture in the subregion, including
trade, natural resources and competi-
tiveness. The course gave the partici-
pants an opportunity to update their
technical knowledge of journalistic
genres and techniques.

Later, from June 1-5, an international
course was held on scientific and
technological journalism at |ICA
Headguariers, at which some 40 re-

Photo/R. Escobar

Central American agricultural communicators updated their knowledge of joumalistic genres and
techniques.

porters received updated information
on this area of specialization.

The course was organized by the Min-
istry of Science and Technology of
Costa Rica, the National Council on
Scientific and Technological Research
(CONICIT), lICA and the Costa Rican
Association of Scientific Journalism.

Included among the lecturers at the
course were |ICA specialists as well as
highly qualified international speakers.

The latter included, Manuel Calvo
Hernando, from Spain and Presidentof
the Ibero-American Association of
Scientific Journalism; James Comell,
from the United States of Americaand
Director of Publications of the Astro-
physics Observatory of the Smith-
sonizn Institute and President of the
American Association of Scientific
Journalists; and Sergio Prenafeta,
President of ihe Chilean Association of
Scientific Journalism.

s par of lICA’s staff training activities, administrators

from lICA's Offices in the Caribbean received spe-
cializedtraining in a course at IICA Headquarters in April.

During the course, Serge Ogranovitch, a specialist from
New York University, addressed the topic of administrative
management.

Inaddition, staff from the Directorates of Programming and
- Evaluation (DIPROE), Human Resources and Finance, as
- wellasthe Internal Auditor and the Assistant Deputy Director

. General for Operations, gave presentations on |[ICA’s in-
ternal regulations and procedures.

i Specialists from the Inter-American Agricultural Documen-

| tation and Information Center (CIDIA) -a specialized |ICA

Administrators Update Skaills

unit- indicated that a similar meeting was held Iastyearfor
ICA staff from the Central (Central America, Mexico and
Dominican Republic), Andean and Southern Areas.

This course was attended by administrators from the IIQ{\
Offices in Barbados, Dominica, Guyana, Grenada,_i'l_am.
Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Suriname. They agreed onthe usefulness
of the activity and suggested that topics such as manage-
ment of external funds, documentary information and ac-
counting systems be incorporated into course materials In
the future.
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Publications

Agriculture and the
Environment

IICA Editorial Service
ACDI/GTZ

The book “Agriculture and
the Environment” presents
a collection of photographs
from an international com-
petition sponsored by the
German Agency for Tech-
nical Cooperation (GTZ),
which was published in col-

laboration with th.c Canadian
Internationz! Development
Agency (C

The photoc vere se-
lected from =z tcial of 388
entries consicered to be the

best graphic evidence of
environmentz! conditions in
the Americas. This book
was presented for the first
time at the United Nations
Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED).

Each photograph is accom-
panied by a brief message
emphasizing a given aspect
of the environmental issue,
for example, the importance
of modernizing agriculture
and contributing to economic
growth without harming
natural resources or the
environment.

Some of the themes realisti-
cally depicted in the photo-
graphs are sustainable de-
velopment, soil erosion,
food production, the situation
of women, and the environ-
ment.

Inthe foreword, the Director
General of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, states that the
countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean face the
challenge of overcoming
poverty, achieving growth
and modernizing, while
makingjudicious use of their
natural resources. It also
quotes Butros Butros Ghali,
Secretary General of the
United Nations, who stated
that ecological catastrophes
must be prevented if we are
going to build a better world.

Armonizacion de Politicas y
Modernizacion de la

Agricultura en
Centroameérica

AN

S

27 gt Byt

Rafael A. Trejos
Carlos Pomareda
Danilo Herrera
Program Papers Series
IICA Editorial Service

The book, available only in
Spanish, concerns policy
harmonization and agricul-
tural modernization in Cen-
tral America. Itanalyzesthe
role of the agricultural sec-
tor as the basis for a new
production structure in the
region, and includes a pro-
posal to support economic
reactivation.

The proposal underscores
the need to see agriculture
as an agroindustrial com-
plex, and not merely as a
supplier of raw materials. It
also states that political and
technological changes will
be required if the Central
American countries are to
form an economic and trad-
ing bloc.

The five-chapter book re-
flects the topics dealt with in
the project to harmonize
agricultural policy in the

Compendio de Mercadeo de
Productos Agropecuarios

Gilberto Mendoza
IICA Editorial Service

This book, available only in
Spanish, is a compendium
on the marketing of agricul-
tural products. It applies the
basic concepts of economic
theory to the analysis and
interpretation of the market-
ing of agricultural products
in the countries of Latin
Americaandthe Caribbean.

Topicsdiscussed inthe book
include markets, marketing
and development, market
analysis, organization forthe
market and marketing
projects.

The book seeks to combine
theory and practical appli-
cation. It provides a series
of tools for conducting mar-
ket analyses for efficiency,
and aims to contribute to
identifying problems and

solutions

R aoblicatio
can be obtained ¢
IICA Headgquarters
or in IICA's Offices
in the Member
Countries
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Spain,
Uruguay

Paraguay,

==

B Newspapers in Spain,
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, as well as interna-
tional news agencies, re-
ported on |ICA's participa-
tion in the Universal Exposi-
tion (EXPQO'92

Spain, whic

rated on Ap!

close on October

fair, the Institute

pating togethe

other specialized agencies
of the inter-American sys-
tem. Specifically, the theme
of lICA's exhibition is “Agri-

IICA in the News

cultural Modernization aqd
the Advantages of Latin
America and the Caribbean
atthe Close of the Twentieth
Century and the Beginning
of the Twenty-first." (Hoy, of
Paraguay; La Republica, of
Uruguay; ABC, of Spain,
and the France Press and
IPS agencies).

Nicaragua, Peru,
Suriname, Bolivia

HCA e

anlverss edrara sy 59

to en Octubre

ro Diario, of

 El Peruano, of

The Daily Newspa-

per of Ware Tijd, of
Suriname, and Presencia,
of Bolivia, are some of the
newspapers that have re-

Upcoming Activities

rted in recent weeks on
5\09 celebration of lICA's fl_f-
tieth anniversary, which is
being commemorated (hl§
year through different activi-
lies in the member countnes
under the slogan “Agricul-
ture: Strength and Future of
the Americas.”

In each commemorative
event, the key issues of ag-
riculture, such as modern-
ization and sustainable
management of natural re-
sources, are discussed.

El Salvador, Panama,
Argentina

. Premio

TCA convo e
LR no Prensad
el o

B As part of the activiti
celebrate lICA's fifliet:s lo
niversary, the “19g9, |ma"‘
American Press Awargr h:r.
been announced, Catchj S
the attention of Newspa :
inthe region. The cOmeps?fs
opento all journalists of th
written press and internae
tional press agencies anc;
has as its theme “The ’Role
of Agriculture in the Ney In-
ternational Context,” which
may be approacheq from
different points of view. (La
Manana, El Pajs, El
Observador Economicq
of Uruguay; La Prensa'
Grafica, of El Salvador: |
Panama America, of
Panama, and La Nacion, of
Argentina, among others)

* National Workshop on Women and
Communications IICA/SIDA/RNTC.
June 28-July 6, 1992, Honduras

The goal of this course is to train offi-
cials from governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations in mass and
group communications, with a focus on
gender issues. It will be carried out
under the Women and Communica-
tions Project sponsored by IICA and
the Swedish International Develop-
ment Agency (SIDA), and will receive

support from Radio Nederlands Inter-
national,

24

* Seminar “Rural Society in Latin
America in the Twenty-first Cen-

tury.” July 15-17, 1992, Quito,
Ecuador.

This seminar is being organized by
IICA, the Center for Social Planning
and Studies (CEPLAES), the Latin
American Association of Rural Devel-
opment Sociologists (ALASRU) and
the Latin American Institute for Social
Research (ILDIS), Target participants

are Latin American specialists
_ w
in this field. Sy

* Seminar “The Agri-food Sectorof
Latin America and the Caribbean
and Free Trade Initiatives.” July |
16-17,1992, Washington, D.C..

The objective of this seminaris toand*
lyze research findings on recent
changes in the agri-food sector. The
presentations and discussions willfor
cus on twelve case studies conduct

by IICA in Latin America andthe Ga"
ibbean. Also, overall agricultural trade
flows in the Americas will be analyZé¢:




The Executive Committee of [/CA held its Twelfth Regular Meeting from June 22-24, at which time it recommended that
cooperation be strengthened with the private sector of Latin America and the Caribbean. Delegates to the meeting also
studied the progress made on compliance with the recommendations of the Tenth ICMA and the Sixth IABA, as well as
various financial and adininistrative matters.

m [ICA Director General Attends Ibero-American Summit

m Research Strategy Approved for Coordinating
PLANLAC Action

B [ICA and the Kingdom of the Netherlands:
Working Together to Strengthen Rural Development anniversary

1942-1992
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// 64 \;;5 News

News magazine on activities of the Inter-Aman-
can Institute for Cooperation on Agriculh_m.
IICA. Published monthly, in separate Spanish,
English and France editions, by IICA's Commu-
nications Division, Public Information Unit. Ad-
dress: Apdo 55-2200 Coronado, San Jose,
Costa Rica. Cable: IICA San Jose. Telex: 2144
IICA. Fax: 29.47.41. Telephone: 29.02.22. Editor
in Chief: Patricia Leén. Editors: Silvia Castillo,
Rodrigo Calvo and Danilo Jiménez. English
translation and editing: Paul Murphy, Barbara
Cohen and Susana Raine. Director of Extemal
Relations: Jorge Werthein.

wincy,

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) is headquartered in San Jose,
Costa Rica, Itis the specialized agency foragn-
culture of the inter-American system. It was
founded by the govemnments of the hemispher®
in 1942 to encourage, promote and support the
offorts made by its Member States for agricul*
tural development and rural well-being. Ithas 32
member count‘as and 14 permanent observers:




Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee:
Greater Cooperation with the Private
Agricultural Sector Urged

elegates from 12 countries of the

hemisphere met as the Executive
Committee of IICA from June 22-24
and charged the Institute with
strengthening cooperation with the
private sector in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

This was one of the key issues dis-
cussed during the Twelfth Regular
Meeting of the Executive Committee,
presided over by the delegate from the
United States, Max Witcher.

The 1992 Executive Committee was
made up of representatives from
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bo-
livia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondu-
ras, Paraguay, St. Lucia, Saint Vincent
andthe Grenadines, the United States,
Uruguay and Venezuela, andthe meet-
ing was also attended by representa-
tives from observer countries, local
government officials and officials from
international cooperation agencies.

The members of the Committee also
urged the countries of the inter-Ameri-
can system to support Central America
and the Caribbean in the final phase of
the trade and agricultural negotiations
of the Uruguay Round under the Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT).

They also reviewed the Institute’s
progress on compliance with the man-
dates issued during the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA), the gov-
erning body of IICA, both held in
Madrid, Spainin 1991.

In line with the recommendations of the
ICMA and the IABA, the Committee
reiterated the need to support a new

type of agriculture which incorporates
the concepts of modernization, equity
and sustainability. The delegates also
evaluated the future of international
technical cooperation as well as issues
concerning the financial and adminis-
trative management of the Institute.

According to the Director General of
IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, “We have con-
solidated the mandates of Madrid and
defined a new institution that advo-
cates the modernization of the agri-
food sector, integration and trade,
sustainable agriculture, rural develop-
ment and women; our task now is to
prepare the Institute for the next 50
years.”

THE AGREEMENTS
The delegates charged the Director

General of IICA with presenting a
document to the next meeting of the

Executive Committee -to be held in
June 1993- that describes options for
improving relations and cooperation
with the private agricultural sectorin
the countries.

In this regard, they indicated that the
structural reform under way in the re-
gion “places special importance on the
role to be played by the private sectorin
efforts to bring about development and,
in particular, in promoting an equitable
and sustainable agricultural sector.”

During the discussions, it was recalled
that the Tenth ICMA had emphasized
the needto include agriculture in state
reforms, and to to expand support
mechanisms that promote the organi-
zation of the private sector.

The delegates also asked the countries
of the inter-American systemto renew
their efforts to bring about a prompt
resolution to the Uruguay Round of
negotations under the GATT, “taking
into account the needs of the develop-
ing countries, especially the most vul-
nerable ones inthe Central American
and Caribbean subregions.”

In line with the recommendations of the Tenth ICMA and the Sixth IABA, the Commirtgs rs{(emred the
need to support a new type of agriculture based on modemization, equity and sustainability.
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In this sense, they agreed that, once
the GATT negotiations are concluded,
four high-level subregional meetings
willbe organized to study the impact of
the agreements and the outlook for
international agricultural trade, and to
propose strategies for dealing with the
challenges of the coming years.

ng the closing session, the Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pifisiro (left) prs_ssnted tolthe
dslsgate from the United States and Chairman of the Executive Committee, Max Witcher, a silver
edallion commemorating lICA’s fiftieth anniversary.

The Executive Committee also re-
viewed the progress made by IICA in
complying with the recommendations
of the Tenth ICMA and gave its sup-
port for the hemisphere-wide and mul-
tinational actions of IICA's Programs |
and |V (Agricultural Policy Analysis
and Planning, and Trade and Integra-

tion), which concern agriculty.,
gratlon' and economic “beraI:
the agri-food sector, COODeran,l ,
tainable development, tra g a,::;' SUg.
petitiveness. (See separatq hole )xn.

! inte.
alioy,

OTHER BUSINESS

The delegates praised the
work in consolidating the T,o

Agriculture Research ang T{’:il:\?:al
Center (CATIE), headquaneredr!
Turrialba, Costa Rica. n

lnsﬁ‘ute'g

During the meeting, it was also offi.
cially announced that Belize haq pe.
come a Member State of ||CA.

With regard to administrative matters
amendments to the 1993-1994 py,.
gram Budget were approved in order
to facilitate IICA’s compliance with the
recommendations of the ICMAinthree
priority areas: sustainability, competj-
tiveness and rural women. Alsoadopt-
ed for subsequent approval by the
IABA were certain amendmentstothe
rules and regulations of the Institute.

Comments by Delegates to
the Executive Committee

Delegates to the Twelfth Regular Meeting of
[ICA’s Executive Committee, who travelled
from the different subregions of the Americas
10 attend the meeting, commented on the
progress being made in implementing the
resolutions issued by the Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA) and the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA). They also discussed the
link between agriculture and the environment
and the events to celebrate the fiftieth anni-
versary of the founding of the Institute.

Antigua and Barbuda:
On the Right Path

According to Hilroy Humphreys, Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries of Antigua and Barbuda and that country's dek
egatetothe Executive Committee, the adjustments ICAhas
made to comply with the recommendations issued bY_'he
ICmA and the IABA indicate that the Institute is on the right
path.

Humphreys considered the changes, including the estab-
lishment of the Strategy Development Committee, the new
structure of hemispheric and multinational projects 2
coordinated efforts amond
IICA’s Programs, to be Vel
positive.

He praised the Institute’s W"i:k
in the Caribbean, especialy i
support for integration. i"‘
cating that this support ;lh “
especially important W i
gard to soil conservation
environmental protectio™

Hilroy Humphreys
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Argentina:
Concrete Action

According to Eugenio Diaz Bonilla, one of the delegates from
Argentina, the Twelfth Regular Meeting of the Executive

B Committee was a serious and
successful effort to ensure that
the promise of the agricultural
summit held in Spain last year
become a reality.

In his opinion, the recommen-
dations of the ICMA and the
IABA have been translated
into concrete action and will
enable |ICA to provide timely
support to the countries of the
region, through programs and
projects to modernize agricul-

e [ ture. Competitiveness, equity
and sustainability are the three principal considerations of

these efforts.

Eugenio Dfaz Bonilla

With regard to sustainability, which was discussed in depth in
Spain and today constitutes a spearhead of the international
agenda, the Argentinian delegate stated that agricultural
activity must be conducted in harmony with nature in order “to
allow us to bequeath the Earth to our children, from whom we
have borrowed it.”

Bolivia:
lICA is Complying Fully

Bolivia's delegate to the Executive Committee, Miguel
Sauma Razuk, stated that |ICA is effectively implementing
the recommendations of the ICMA and the IABA by making
internal adjustments.

In Spain, he said, the course was set for orienting develop-
ment of the agricultural sector to the year 2000, and key is-
sues were identified for joint action, such as sustainability and
competitiveness, areas in which the Institute has already
begun to work.

The delegate indicated his support fora common agenda for
international cooperation and stressed the importance of
joining efforts to modernize agriculture in such a way that it
strikes a balance between : o
productivity and the conserva-
tion of natural resources.

Sauma noted that in-depth
studies must be undertaken in
this area and added that the
commemoration of the fiftieth
anniversary of IICA provides a
good opportunity to reflect on
the make up of this new agri-
culture.

Miguel Sauma Razuk

United States:
Equipped to Meet the Challenge

The United States delegate to the Executive Committee,
Owen Lee, stated that ICA has demonstrated its ability to
adapt to change, redefine its approach and adjust its objec-
tives for technical cooperation to the new conditions of the
agricultural sector,

Lee indicated that the Tenth
ICMA was a milestone in the
history of the Americas, since it
demonstrated unprecedented
solidarity on the part of the
countries in their interest to
reach a successful conclusion
of the Uruguay Round of the
GATT.

As to the challenges involved
in modernizing agriculture in
the region, the delegate from the United States stressed the
“strategic importance” of the link between equity and
sustainability: the urgent need to find solutions that will foster
development and gradually eradicate poverty, without
harming the Earth.

Owen Lee

Lee said that it was very positive that these issues had been
touched on in all the activities organized to celebrate |ICA's
fiftieth anniversary.

Honduras:
Course of Action

According to the Honduran delegatle to the Executive
Committee, Roberto Villeda Toledo , the Executive Commit-
tee established procedures for a course of action to comply
with the recommendations issued by the ICMA and the
IABA.

This is how the Central American delegate interpreted the
actions taken by the Committee, including the amendments
to the 1992-1993 Program Budget, which, in his opinion, will
give lICA “...aclear framework
for carrying out its actions to
benefit producers and farmers
throughout Latin America and
the Caribbean.”

Toledo indicated that the
course of action approved by
the Committee will give rise to
programs and projects to
modernize agriculture that
take into account three indis-
pensable components agreed

Photo/R. Escobar

Roberto Villeda Toledo
upon in Madrid: equity, competitiveness and sustainability.
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Headquarters

Director General

Within the framework of the Ibero-American Summit Meeting, government leaders and special guests
visited the Universal Exposition of Seville. In the photo are (left to right): Carlyle Guerra de Ma_ceqo,
of PAHO; Ennque Iglesias, of the DB, Joao Clemente Baena Soares, of the OAS; and Martin E. Pineiro,
of ICA

at Ibero-American Summit Meeting

Summit Meeting in Madrid g,
July 23-24. Spain, on
™ These summit meetings will co
to meet on a regular basis, T
was held in Guadalajara, Me
1991, and the next is expecte,
place in Brazil in 1993,

nHHUe
he firgt
XICOI |n
dtotake

InMadrid, government leaders agreeq
to launch several cooperation pro-
grams dealing with education, heath
telecommunications and developmeny
in indigenous communities.

Many of the speeches delivered bythe
heads of state and heads of govern-
ment, however, were imbued with the
subject of trade. Pineiro stated that,
given the severe constraints persist-
ing in the region, the most viable alter-
native is foreign trade, which in the
longterm should providethe resources
needed to expand the economic base
of the countries. He added that if the

A new grouping of countries with
strong historical and cultural ties

is taking shape at the Second Ibero-
American Summit Meeting, and is
expected 1o lay the foundation for co-
ordinated action in international fora,
and steady development of economic

cooperation, especially in view of
widespread efforts to bring about in-
tegration in Latin American.

This appraisal was offered by the Di-
rector General of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, who was invited to attend the

region is to participate more fully in
infernational trade, the industrialized
countries will have to change their
agricultural policies.

he Director General of the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Martin E.
Pifeiro, participated as
anobserver inthe recent
| Central American Sum-
mit Meeting, held in
Managua (June 3-4),
during which the presidents affirmed that integration is the
principal challenge facing the Isthmus.

Aher'reviewing the actions carried out in the so-called
Esquipulas Process, initiated in May 1986 in Guatemala
the presidents issued a final declaration in which the);

merican rests on its abilit
to face the challepges of peace, freedom and democrac;
logether, as a region.” As a specialized agency of the inter-

m_’n‘?'_.'?f’f_ ﬂ/siem, IICA supports actions to promote agri-
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Integration is the Challenge

culturalintegration and sustainable developmentin Central
America. At the summit meeting, Pineiro spoke at the
meeting of theFirst
Ladies, who ex-
amined the project
“Women, Environ-
ment and Devel-
opment,” the goal of which is to boost incomes and imp.rove
the standard of living of rural inhabitants, through e",v"on.
mental, economic and social actions. They also review
the technical support which IICA has been providing since
early 1992 to their Social Affairs Commission. Prior to theé
summit meeting, Pifieiro spent two days in Guatemala on
the occasion of an official visit to that nation by President
Carlos Menem of Argentina, and at the invitation of the
Guatemalan government.




ICRAFand IICA Strengthen Cooperative Relations

iven its interest in the responsible

management of natural re-
sources, the International Center for
Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF)
recently expanded its cooperative
relations with [ICA, signing a letter
of understanding in June to support
the activities of
PROCITROPICOS.

Under this letter of
understanding, the
Center, founded in
1978 and head-
quartered in Nai-
robi, Kenya, will
support the Coop-
erative Research
and Technology
Transfer Program
for the South
American Tropics
(PROCITROPICOS)
through training
aimed at develop-
ing agroforestry
systems and im-
proving soll use.

During an official

stitute authorities, the ICRAF Coordi-
nator for Latin America and the Carib-
bean, Dale Brandy, underscored the
importance of PROCITROPICOS,
which brings together eight nations and
promotes environmentally sound agri-
cultural development in an area cov-
ering nearly 1 billion hectares,

visit 1o lICA Head- The ICRAF Coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean, Dale Brandy

quarters, at which

1 davelopment,
time he met with In-

(nght), underscoredtheimportance ofjointcooperation lo ensure sustainable

he Inter-American Institute for

Cooperation onAgriculture (IICA)
and the University of Vermont, in the
United States, recently signed a five-
year cooperation agreement to work
on projects 1o benefit the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean,

Initially, actions carried out under the
agreement will emphasize training, re-
search and technology transfer for the
?gricultural sector.

The agreement was signed at |ICA
Headquarters by the Dean of the
Graduate School, Lynne A. Bond, and
the Deputy Director General of IICA,
Harlan Davis.

The two organizations have common
objectives ontechnical cooperationfor

IICA and the University
of Vermont Sign
Agreement

agriculturaldevelopmentinthe region.
The University of Vermont conducts a
program which provides support to
several institutions in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

The agreement provides for, among
otherthings, the preparation of studies
and research; technical and financial
cooperation for project preparationand
implementation; training courses and
seminars, and the exchange of infor-
mation (books, bulletins, data banks
and/orother means of communication).

Advanced
Training For
News Room

Editors

seminar on News room

management was held
at lICA Headquarters in July to
provide advanced fraining to
managing editors from Cen-
tral American newspapers and
magazines.

Participants in the meeting or-
ganized by the Central Ameri-
can Journalism Program
(PROCEPER) and Florida In-
ternational University (USA)
included journalists from Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Panama. The
instructor was Robert Giles,
editor-inchief of The Detroit
News, Michigan.

In a mesting with the manag-
ing editors, the Director Gen-
eral of lICA, Martin E. Pineiro,
urged the press of the region
to place greater importance
on news about agriculture, a
strategic sector for the econo-
mies of the Isthmus.

The purpose wouldbe, he said,
to better inform average citi-
zens and thus enable them to
participate more fully in the
profound changes needed to
make agriculture in Central
America a key player in the
world economy and trade.

The seminar was held at |ICA
Headquarters under an |ICA/
PROCEPER agreement.




ICA's Strategy Development Com-
I mittee approved a research strat-
egy for coordinating actions related to
cohwpetitiveness. sustainability and
equity to be carried out at the hemi-
spheric and subregional levels under
the Joint Plan of Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

of workshops and seminars of both
national and regional scope. The
purpose of the institutional exchanges
is to identify organizations and agen-
cies conducting similar studies, with a
view to giving them support and hgr-
monizing the results of their work with
that carried out in the context of the

strategy.

Research Strategy for Coordinating

Actions Approved

This initiative marks the beginning of a
new stage in the history of the Plan, in
which the Institute’s five Programs and
specialized units such as the Center
for Programs and Investment Projects
(CEPPI) and the inter-American Agri-
cultural Documentation and Informa-
tion Center (CIDIA) will join efforts.

The strategy will be pursued through
four types of activities: research, both
academic and institutional exchanges,
and dissemination. The research
component will include initiatives car-
ried out in connection with ongoing
IICA projects and actions, as well as
projects with agencies and centers
operating in the region. Academic ex-
changes will involve the organization

The goal is to create a region-wide
awareness of the problems of agricul-
ture and, at the same time, to lay the
groundwork for a research and ex-
change network that will promote in-
teraction throughout the hemisphere.
As regards dissemination, the key ob-
jective is to share findings with political
and economic decision makers, in-
corporating the needs and requests of
both sectors. Here, CIDIA will play a
major role.

THE PLANLAC

The research strategy will rely oninter-
Program action for dealing with the
topics of competitiveness, sustain-
ability and equity. The Tenth Inter-

American Conference of Ministers -
Agriculture (ICMA), held |ast year in
Madrid, identified these issues ¢ the
pillars of the strategy to develop ang
modernize agriculture in the region.

Three coordination workshops involy-
ing the five Programs and the ecial-
ized units were held at [ICA Heaquar_
ters in July and August. During the
meetings, a preliminary analysis was
made of these topics in order to study
their development and plan future ac.
tions. Similar meetings will also take
place at the regional level. The first, to
focus on competitiveness, was held in
Montevideo on August 6-7.

In the Southern Cone, the research
strategy calls for the preparation of
studies on competitiveness in the dif-
ferent countries. The coordinated ef-
forts of the Programs and the special-
ized centers will serve to develop a
work meihodology, harmonize crite-
ria, fine tune instruments for analysis,
and generaie experiences that will be
of use to future efforts in the Andean,
Central and Caribbean Areas.

R epresentatives of the Southern Cone countries partici-
pating in the First Meeting of the Permanent Working

| Group on Silvo-agricultural
| Health (GTPSSA), held in June
in Curitiba, Brazil, agreed to
work together to combat pests
that affect the regional trade of
forestry products.

pest that poses the greatest threat.

Quring the meeting, sponsored by the project “Strengthen-
ing National Plant Protection Services to Facilitate the
Trade of Agricultural Products in the Southern Area” and
the lICA Office in Brazil, Sirex noctilio was identified as the

Joint Action Planned
Against Forest Pests

Specifically, they called attention to the danger of propagat-
ing the pest by exchanging seeds and plants, or pars

thereof, and by marketing rough
wood (timber from which the bark
has not been removed).

Joint actions include the prepf‘"""f
tion of a catalog of forest pests ©

interest nationally and regionally, the updating o
Phytosanitary regulations currently in effect, the designan
Implementation of a database to be used as support I"
operating a forest pest information service, and @ regional
pest control program which will emphasize the useé °
biological controls.




Cooperation with Permanent Observers

IICA and the Kingdom of the Netherlands:

Working Together to Strengthen
Rural Development

S ince 1987, lICA and the Kingdom

of the Netherlands, through the
Radio Nederland Training Centre
(RNTC), have promoted a successful
communications project which works
to strengthen rural development.

organizations, mostly in Central
America.

Some of the activities carried out
through this joint initiative include
workshops on multimedia, radio,

IICA/RNTC Project facilities were inaugurated on March 7, 1988, with the panicipa{ion of Jaap Swan,
General Manager of ANTC; Jose Perez Sanchez, Head of the IICA/RNTC f’rO/gcf,' Jan Wilhelm,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands at that time; and Jorge Werthein, Director of External
Relations at lICA.

The ICA/RNTC project is executed by
IICA, through the Inter-American
Agricultural Documentation and Infor-
mation Center (CIDIA) and its Com-
munications Division. Over the past
five years, it has provided training
to thousands of technicians from
governmental and non-governmental

video, printed materials, planning for
communications and message analy-
sis, as well as the promotion and de-
sign of social campaigns and man-
agement techniques.

In addition to providing training for
agents of social change, the |ICA/

RNTC project conducts research on
communications as an instrument for
orienting actions and operating more
effectively. Other activities include
producing support materials for use
directly in communications and by the
media, through the training activities or
in response to requests from interna-
tional institutions or agencies.

THE NETHERLANDS AND
COOPERATION

The Kingdom of the Netherlands for-
mally joined the Institute as a Perma-
nent Observer in 1987, which marks
the beginning of a fruitful relationship.

For Holland, -a small, densely popu-
lated country (41,864 km2 and ap-
proximately 15 million inhabitants)-
development policies are an integral
part of its foreign policy, in which
peace and security, prosperity and
justice are of the utmost importance.

Within the framework of the recent
United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development (Rio de
Janeiro, June 3-14), the Dutch Minis-
ter of Cooperation for Development,
Jan Pronk, explained that his country
earmarks more than 7% of its gross
national product for assistance to
overseas development, which places
Holland ahead of many industrialized
countries.

IICA/RNTC PROJECT

The principal goal of the ICA/RNTC
Project is to convert communications
into an effective tool for rural develop-
ment.

RNTC serves as the executing agency
for activities and projects related to
educational communications. Its goal
is to equip farmers and institutions in
Latin America, Asia and Africa to use
the media in development and edu-

9
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cation projects. In 1979, RNTC
launched its activities in Latin America,
through training programs in support
of rural broadcasting stations, princi-
pally in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, the
Dominican Republic, Ecuador and
Guatemala. Since then, its long-term
objective has been to strengthen the
region's infrastructure for training and
production by supporting multiplier
agents and centers in each country.
From 1982 to 1986, RNTC provided
support to the International Center for
Higher Education in Communications
for Latin America (CIESPAL, Ecuador)
with a training project that offered the
firstin a long series of international
courses on radio.

In order to expand the scope of its
training activities, RNTC drew up a
proposal for educational communica-
tions in collaboration with ICA and the
Costa Rican Institute for Radio Edu-
cation (ICER). The proposal was
submitted to the Directorate of Inter-
national Cooperation of the Ministry of
Foreign Relations of the Kingdom of
The Netherlands in late 1985, and to
IICA in 1986.

The three-year project began on April
1,1987. Itis currently in its second
phase, which runs through March
1993, and negotiations are under way
with Dutch authorities for a new
project.

-

During the first phase of the pro;

recording studios, C|assr0°m:‘e°‘-
administrative offices Were b an
IICA Headquarters. Uil ay

The countries making up licy
Central Area, Primarily the Ce 5
American countries an nral
well as Mexico and t
Republic, benefit from the Projecy
Technicians from Haitj apnq from
countries of the Andean Area and the
Southern Cone have also Participateq
in several courses. In addition, Specia|
activities have also been held for the
English-speaking countries of the
Caribbean.

d Panan;, as
S Dominicay

S ome 2,500 people have ben-

efited from hundreds of training
activities carried out by the IICA/RNTC
project since it was launched in 1987.

Participants in these activities
-agronomists, extension agents, vet-
erinarians, members of cooperatives,
representatives of small-farmer orga-
nizations, technicians, etc.- usually
come from governmental and non-
governmental organizations that work
in association with [ICA. They have all
received training under the same

A Large Family

methodology and now share a series
of communications techniques.

Follow-up studies show that the train-
ees have been able to apply their new
knowledge and skills in numerous ar-
eas: agriculture and livestock, pest
control, ecology, sustainable devel-
opment, cooperatives, human rights,
women's affairs, bee keeping, coffee,

Some 2,500 people haye received training jn communications techniques
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sugar cane and cocoa cultivation, inte-
grated rural development, small rural
business management, etc.

Agricultural journalists from Central
America have also benefited from
training which has enabled them to
update their skills for producing radio
news programs and informative radio
interviews.  This particular activity
comes under an agreement between
IICA and Florida International Univer-
sity (FIU).

The IICA/RNTC project has also pro-
vided support for specific initiatives
such as the Women and Communica-
tions Project, a joint initiative between
IICA and the Swedish International
Development Authority (SIDA). More-
over, it has collaborated with the Or-
ganization of American States (O{\S),
the United Nations Latin Amenf:an
Institute for the Prevention of Crimeé
and the Treatment of Delinquents
(ILANUD), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the
United Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM).




An Important Contribution: The Learning Game

T he key to the success of the training activities of the

IICA/RNTC Rural Communications Project lies in the
methods used. Itisinnovative in nature and offers a practical
alternative, which the specialist Daniel Prieto describes as
“an educational game.”

The facilitators base their work on a basic consideration: they
are working with adults who have a wealth of rich experi-
ences and stories to tell. Work is intense; at times courses are
ten weeks long, meeting for an average of nine hours a day
with additional assignments that take up to at least two hours
more. Such a system would not work in a traditional class-
room situation. The IICA/RNTC system includes a strong
dose of shared responsibility with the students, active par-
ticipation and a
leading role for
students. The
teacher serves
more as a coordi-
nator who offers
ideas and tech-
niques, and who
helps translate
theory into prac-
tice, motivating
participation, cre-
ativity, research
and team work.
Gone are profes-
sor-actors,
lengthy lectures
and power exer-
cised from behind
adesk.

Photo/R. Escobar

Some of the fea-
tures of the
project’s educational methods include limited lecture ses-

sions; a few key ideas, but dealt with in detail; emphasis on
the participants’ experience; and reflexion on the value of
ideas, methods and techniques.

But education is not just a question of subject matter.
According to Prieto, if the subject matter is of importance, but
we do not put it into practice with methods that are rich in
expression and communication, we will get little mileage out
of it. Text books, onthe other hand, serve to support the work
at hand, but do not educate in and of themselves. The
content matter of text books is illuminated by the perspec-
tives of people, added the expert. In other words, the idea is
to enhance the text and not just simply accept it.

The teaching methodology used in the courses encourages student participation.

This alternative teaching method does not believe that
education must be a “serious” matter, especially when
seriousness is confused with a rigid presentation of pre-
established theories, or a clear-cut set of data. Team work,
on the other hand, produces clarity, “and the joy of building
experiences and concepts.” Learning to wait for others,
respecting their leaming pace, not forcing anyone, nor
imposing concepts, methods or techniques, are some other
characteristics of this method that seeks to boost participa-
tion and democratic values.

Prieto indicated that Simon Rodriguez, a Venezuelan, had
said that all learning is inter-learning. The key is in sharing,
inwhatcanbe learned by others. Inter-learningisimpossible

if other persons

are belittled. The
educational game
means working
intensely, but
without tension,
without haste, ina
favorable setting.

In describing the
method promoted
by the ICA/RNTC
project, Prieto
sustains that edu-
cation is an act of
freedom, a possi-
bility for expres-
sion, communica-
tion and criticism.
It is also an act of
love. The rules of
the educational
game, he added, did not arise out of a purely intellectual
exercise, but rather through practice itself.

Many who have passed through the classrooms of the [ICA/
RNTC project will remember the words of the project coor-
dinator, Jose Perez Sanchez, “Learning doesn't have to be
boring.” Andthisis the way the workshops function: fromthe
moment the exercises begin, participants put theory into
practice, regain freedom of expression and use the classroom
to establish an environment conducive to education. Ac-
cording to Perez, the aim is for the students to view this
technique as a modelfor their work back home. In fact, many
have indicated their interest in developing participatory
methods with their target clientele and that the workshops
serve as a laboratory for their subsequent work.
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Prolific Activity

he IICA/RNTC project produces
T three types of radio programs:
international, national and those done
in collaboration with former students.

A total of 17 programs have been the
result.

The international series consists of
well-finished, professional programs
(in Spanish) including “When the World
was Completed," “Give a Hand to a
Child," and another on children's nghts
(Del Derecho y el Revés). These are
circulated in the countries, with the
endorsement of Radio Nederland.

The first program deals with agricul-
tural and food traditions which the
Americas passed on to the rest of the
world. The sound track includes au-
tochthonous music, and dramatiza-
tions, stories and chronicles of the co-
lonial period enhance the production.

The series on children’s rights was
prepared in collaboration with the
Voice of Germany and UNICEF. The
scripts were written by educators and
specialists with broad experience in
working with children. The format is
radio-drama, and the program adroitly
explores the relationship between a
grandfather and his granddaughter.
Simple, direct language is used, and

the imaginative program is filled with
fantasy and good sound effects.

The national programs are used in the
field by extension agents. They are
designed to take advantqge of thg
multiplier effects of the media, as their

stock of Costa Rica. The Series

rates the trials and tribulatj,, ar.
“Lalo,” a young agricultura| technig of
from a rural community who <!
teach farmers and memp
community how to use agr

properly.

striVes to
€rs of the
Ochemica|s

Three types of radio programs are produced: international and national productions, as well as joint
productions with former students.

quality makes mass dissemination
possible.

An example of this is the program (in
Spanish) “Eulalio Campos, experi-
ences and suggestions of an agricul-
tural technician”, which was produced
with support from |ICA specialists and
the Ministry of Agriculture and Live-

The final series is a group of joint pro-
ductions made with former students,
and which resulted from the practical
work of the training courses they at-
tended through the project. Some of
these programs include “Plaguicidas:
armas de doble filo” (Pesticides: A
double-edged sword) and “Hay que
ver para creer” (Seeing s believing).

Central America:

Radio to be Used for Training and Environmental Education Projects

D uring a three-day conference
which concluded recently in
Costa Rica, the Vice Ministers of
Education and other Central Ameri-
can educational authorities agreed
that the radio should be used as a
leaching tool in providing support 1o
| 'wo projects: one 1o train leachers,

| and another on environmental edy-
| cation,

|

|

The radio Is being rediscovered as a
teaching tool, and will be used to
complement what children learn in

the classroom on the lopics of sys-
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tainable development, environment
and natural resource conservation.
Later, broader sectors of the popula-
tion will also be targeted,

The Vice Ministers proposed that mul-
timedia be used for executing the
projects. Tothis end, overthe next five
years, RNTC will provide training and
produce thought-provoking educa-
tional materials that teachers can use

loteach the importance of conserving
natural resources.

Acqording to the Chief of the RNTC
Office for Central America, Jose Luis

\

Fernandez, the objective is to pro-
vide educators with training on these
topics so that they in turn may pass
their knowledge on to technical per-
sonnelin the ministries, studentsand
the general population in their coun-
tries. He added that RNTC's mission
was to make available to the coun-
tries the experience, methodology
andtechnical capabilities gained over
the last few years. To accomplish
this, Fernandez indicated that Radio
Nederland will transmit daily via sat
ellite radio spots and segmentsai

atthe inhabitants of Ce@
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International Technical Cooperation Must Change

Phato/R. Escobar

Spgakers and pan‘icipapts alike agreed that international technical cooperation must change to reflect changes in the international context and
to involve new p/ayers in the development process. In the photo are (left to right) Norman Collins, Representative of the Ford Foundation, Keith
Benzanson, President of IDRC; Martin E. Pineiro, Director General of |ICA; and Elena Martinez, Chief of the Central American Division of the
UNDRP.

A round table entitled “International Technical Coopera-
tion: Challenges of the 1990s” was held as part of the
celebrations of the fiftieth anniversary of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), during the
Twelfth Regular Meeting of its Executive Committee.

The activity provided government representatives and experts
another opportunity to discuss the topic, which was raised
previously at the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Min-
isters of Agriculture (ICMA), held in Madrid, Spain in Sep-
tember 1991. According to the Director General of IICA,
Martin E. Pineiro, after five decades of providing technical
cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Institute
must now stimulate discussion to help define the Institute's
actions for the next 50 years.

Speakers and participants alike agreed that international
technical cooperation must be altered to reflect changes in
the international contextand toinclude the new playersinthe
development process.

Speakers at the round table included Elena Martinez, Chief
of the Central American Division of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP); Keith Benzanson,
President of the International Development Research Centre
(IDRC) and; Norman Collins, representative of the Ford
Foundation for Mexico and Central America.

There was consensus that the changes tg}(ing place world-
wide point up the need to examine the traditional cooperation

efforts of international agencies, as well as the prevailing
development model. The specialists cautioned that eco-
nomic and human development do not necessarily go hand
in hand, and recommended promoting a balanced interac-
tion of elements such as social investments, suitable incen-
tives for production, as well as sound public and private
institutions.

It was also stated that current changes in the role of the state
made it necessary to find creative ways to work with two new
participants in the development process: the private sector
and nongovernmental organizations.

Keith Benzanson indicated that international agencies
-actingas catalysts- should work togetherto secure dwindling
financial resources available for developmentin Latin America
and the Caribbean. He added that in times of transition, like
the present, achieving sustainable growth of society re-
quires that research, science and technology work together
as in ‘times of war."

The round table was the opening event of the seminar “The
Future of International Cooperation.” It was jointly organized
by the School of International Relations of the National
Autonomous University of Costa Rica (UNA), the Multina-
tional Project on Cultural Policy and Regional Studies of the
Department of Cultural Affairs of the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS), the General Directorate of Foreign Policy
of the Costa Rican Ministry of Foreign Relations, aid |ICA.

1
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Peru Celebrates 1ICA Fiftieth Anniversary
with Seminar on Agricultural Financing

“Financing for Modem, Sustainable
Agriculture.”

O n July 6, the IICA Office in Peru
celebrated IICA's fiftieth anni-
versary with a seminar entitled

The Vice Minister of Agnculture, Rodolfo Masuoda, presided over the seminar organized by the /ICA
Office in Peru to celebrate the Institute's fiftieth anniversary.

Representatives from the minjsy
agriculture, the economy ang finance
from the banking sector and fron;
farmers' as§ociations discusseq the
type of credit system needed in Pery
for a modern, sustainable agricultyre

nes of

Key topics of discussion includeq the
needs for and sources of funding for
sustainable modernization of an ey.
panded agricultural sector; the roles of
commercial banks, public developmen
banks, producers’ associations anq
informal credit; and financing for the
1992-1993 farm year.

The activity was sponsored by the
ministry of agriculture, the National
Agrarian Organization, the Agrarian
Promotion Association and the |ICA
Office in Peru, represented by Martin

Impact of Policies on Agri-food
Sector Analyzed

he first one-day seminar of a series of four was held on August 28 and brought
logether national and international experts, who examined the impact of economic
policies on the sustainable development of the agri-food sector of Costa Rica.

The event, sponsored by the National Autonomous University of Costa Rica (UNA)
and the lICA Office in Costa Rica, commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of IICA.

The objective of the seminar was to bring together producers, and representatives
{ fror_n the goyernment and academic circles, to discuss the profound changes that are
. takingplaceinthe agricultural sector of Costa Rica, resulting from structural adjustments
|

and stabilization policies.
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book containing a very succinct

history of IICA (El IICA y su
Historia) was written by the Inter-
American Agricultural Documentation
and Information Center (CIDIA).

In the introduction, IICA's Director
General, Martin E. Pineiro, states that
during these 50 years of institutional
life, IICA has been able to work side by
side withthe countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean in supporting agri-
cultural development. In his judge-
ment, the desire to promote hemi-
sphere-wide cooperation which led
to the creation of the Institute is
more significant now than ever before.
He adds that the task of forging a
common destiny is now of great ur-
gency, and that agriculture has a key
role to play in it. Convinced that agri-
culture has been, and continues to be,
the strength and future of the Ameri-
cas, Pineiro adds that the experience
gained by the Institute constitutes a
valuable resource to be used in meet-
ing new challenges.

STAGES IN IICA’S DEVELOPMENT

Certain important events in [ICA’s de-
velopment as an institution can be
seen as seven stages in the ongoing
expansion and strengthening of its
efforts throughout the Americas.

Thefirst, naturally, was its Foundation
(1942-1945). IICA beganasaresearch
and post-graduate training institution,
under the guidance of Earl Bressman,
a scientist from the United States of
America and IICA’s first Director Gen-
eral.

Once its foundations had been laid,
lICA began a stage of Consolidation
(1946-1949) to strengthen its work in
the Americas. Ralph H. Allee, the
second Director General, played a
particularly important role in this stage,
when the most significant progress
was achieved in the fields of informa-
tion, scientific research and rural soci-
ology.

The History of IICA

TheT benefits and advantages gained
during this stage allowed the Institute
to show the countries its worth as a
specialized agency of the inter-Ameri-
can system; the time was right to ex-
pand activities. Around 1950, IICA
began the third stage of its evolution:
geographic and functional Decen-
tralization (1950-1959).

The poster commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of
IICA, which appears on the coverof this edition of ICA
News, was designed by the Costa Rican Olman
Trigueros, agraphic artist with [ICA'’s Editonal Service.
It was also used for the commemorative postage
stamp issued by the Government of Costa Rica, and
for other publications referring to IICA’s anniversary.

The fourth stage, known as the New
Dimension (1960-1969), was launch-
ed by Armando Samper, a Director
General from Colombia elected in
1960. New policy focused on institu-
tional reorganization and review of
strategies.

Beginning in 1970, the Institute began
another stage, called Hemispheric

and Humanistic Projection (1970-
1980), under the leadership of Direc-
tor General Jose Emilio G. Araujo of
Brazil. During this period, the philoso-
phy was that human beings should be
the subject and object of all efforts to
bring about progress. The new strat-
egy sought to strengthen national in-
stitutions and upgrade technical co-
operation. Atthistime, ICA’sresearch
and training activities were separated
fromits hemispheric and global duties,
leading to the creation of the Tropical
Agriculture Research and Training
Center (CATIE) in 1973. In 1980, the
New Convention entered into force.

IICA then entered its sixth stage,
Reaching Agreement (1981-1985).
More than ever before, efforts focused
on bringing greater justice to rural ar-
eas through development. The Inter-
American Board of Agriculture (IABA)
met for the firsttime and, in accordance
with the Convention, IICA adopted a
new name: Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture. In 1982,
Francisco Morillo, from Venezuela,
took over as Director General and res-
tructured relations with the Member
States.

Against the backdrop of a deep crisis
in the region, the Institute entered the
seventh stage in its development:
Hemispheric Consolidation and
Projection Worldwide (1986-), under
the leadership of Director General
Martin E. Pineiro of Argentina. In 1986,
the IABA adopted a new strategy, set
forth in the Medium Term Plan (MTP).
It called for IICA to concentrate its
efforts on strengthening and develop-
ing the agricultural sector, promoting
technological modernization and pro-
duction efficiency, and accelerating
integration in the region. By mandate
ofthe Ninth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), held
in Ottawa in 1987, IICA assumed re-
sponsibility forcoordinatingthe process

3
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to draw up a hemisphere-wide plan of
action to reactivate the agricultural
sector. Two years later (1989), the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC) was approved
bythe IABA in Costa Rica. In 1991, the
Tenth ICMA and Sixth IABA were held
concurrently in Spain. On that occa-
sion, the ministers agreed that agri-

cultural modernization should take the
following into consideration: strgngth—
ening of intersectoral Iinkgges, incor-
poration of small farmers into produc-
tion, and conservation of natural re-
sources. In line with the above, IICA
launched some 38 multinatiopal
projects and established coogeratlon
agreements with donor countries and
international agencies.

With 50 years of experienc
itive growth through the af,
ed stages, IICA is today an organ

tion serving the region, with 5 VOing.
international fora, and ready tOCe in
spond to the dramatic changes ‘akir&
place worldwide and to Promote 5 ng
cultural development in the hegr!-
sphere. >

€ and pog.
'emention.

Inter-American Press Award:

Winners to be Selected
in September |

I n September, an international
panel of judges will select the
winners of the 1992 IICA Inter-
American Press Award, one of the
activities to commemorate the fifti-
eth anniversary of the Institute.

In addition 1o the first and second
prizes (US$3,000 and US$1,500,
respectively), the ten best works
selected by the international panel
of judges will be published. Also, a
special US$2,000 prize was estab-
lished for journalists from IICA's
Permanent Observers: Austria,
Belgium, Egypt, European Com-
munities, France, Germany, Israel,

‘,\N_W* e R

ltaly, Japan, Korea, the Nether-
lands, Portugal, Romania and
Spain.

The contest, the theme of which is
“The Role of Agriculture inthe New
International Setting,” was opened
in March to journalists of the written
press and from press agencies in
the Institute’s 33 Member States.

Over the past few weeks, national
juriesin eachofthe countries chose
the two best articles from their
country to be judged in the final
selection.

IICA on Boliviap
Television

O vera span of several weeks, and
as part of activities to com-
memorate the fiftieth anniversary of
IICA, the Institute transmitted institu-
tional messages on Bolivian television
stations.

According to the IICA Representative
in Bolivia, Benjamin Jara, the IICA
Office in that country sponsoreda pro-
gram on Bolivian agriculture on
Channel 4 during the entire month of
July, and a video on ecology on Chan-
nel 9.

Featured on both programs were the
spots specially prepared for the Inter-
national Exhibition of Seville (EXPO92)
by the Communications Division qf
IICA, which is part of the Inter-Amer-
can Agricultural Documentation and
Information Center (CIDIA). These
spots present the Institute's views of
issues such as sustainble agric.:ulture
and modernization; democratic am
equitable rural development; the eV
ronment, technology and research; :
food security and the population ch*
lenge.
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Gender, Woman and Development in Rural Areas-
New Challenges

Fzbiola Campillo ()

—on th e g g = =
G wen he evicence that the economic growth and
development achieved during previous decades had

-and ihal poveriy was
niied Nations World

——
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Zpproach wa
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t=ken throughout the world afier the mesling.

h. research was conducied, policies and
jned rural and indigenous women's
ed, and funding was provided fora wide
! 'atmgproye:tsforruralv.o'ran n Latin
Caribbean. Neveriheless, resulis ter
Now —;cthat Imleorr-o pro:'e:\s. i

grams and projecis a maj at women were ur.deru de
had done little to improve their lives. This does not mean
however, that it was a lost decade. Women had become
more aware of the discrimination they faced and of the
subordinate role they were expected to play, the different
development fora were giving more serious attention to the
topic, and institutions had begun to study ways to systemati-
cally include the issue on the agenda for development.

The economic crisis of the 1980s and the unsustainable debt
stuation faced by the economies of Latin America raised
serious questions about the development models followed
up to that point. At the outset of the 1990s, the outlook for

() The authoris a specialist in women and rural development. She joined
NICA in May and works with Program II1: Organization and Management
for Rural Development.

change our out-
ook and view de-
velopment from
the perspective of
gender, which in-
vo‘ves accepting
fact that men

cnd women have drﬁerent needs and requnrement> and do
not have equal shares of power, given their different roles in
the historical, socioeconomic and political-cultural context in
which they live. The goal, therefore, should not be to seek
o address women's needs through programs designed
exclus]\'e'w for women, but rather to incorporate into main-
stream development programs solutions that take into ac-
e gifferent and unegual participation of men and

!
.
nsidered more appropriate for

Phaao/, 1 scohar

portance of cmr\o\\evﬂ
articipate more fully, and to
1 & new division of

New directions will be necessary in agricultural development
as well. Given the need to modernize agriculture and make
it more competitive, we must analyze the role of the social
playersin ruralareas,takingintoconsiderationtheirdiﬁerent
regional and socioeconomic interests. In working toward
more comprehensive development, the dimension of gender
can be an effective instrument in making the objective of
social equity a reality. In addition to seeking equal opportu-
nities for different socioeconomic groups, we must also seek
equality for women and men.

The new challenge for institutions like IICA that wish to
contribute to the work to achieve equity is to create some
space and an atmosphere in which women can participate in
formulating new approaches to development, and formulate
strategies for incorporating the different demands of men
and womenintothese newdesigns. Institutionalization of the

13
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gender dimension in the planning and field activities of such
institutions are the very least that can be done for meeting
this challenge.

At the present time, IICA is discussing the possibility of
adopting a series of technical guidelines that will guarantee:
a) the use and application of the gender perspective in
different aspects of the work carried out by IICA’s Programs

e

and technical units, In the undersAznding i g o
interdisciplinary in nature and sfects 28 the :"’/1’—,",;1,%
application of this approach and targding o the LN l/
rural women in projects and cooperion C ol :;
countries of the region; and c) active padicztion v, ,,”‘,;’
tional discussions on the best ways o meo these ey

challenges.

Programs I and IV to
Join Efforts

ICA’s Program | (Agricultural Policy

Analysis and Planning) and Pro-
gram IV (Trade and Integration) will
join efforts for the 1992-1993 bien-
nium in order to comply with recom-
mendations issued during the meet-
ings of the Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture ({ICMA) and
the Inter-American Board of Agricul-
ture (IABA), held in Madrid last year.

Details on this inter-Program efforts
were presented during the Twelfth
Regular Meeting of the Executive
Committee of the Inter-American Insti-
tute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA), held from June 22-24. In
addiiton, progress reports were also
given on the activities carried out by
both Programs overthe pasttwo years.

Under the new scheme, Program | will
transfer to Program |V multinational
projects dealing with integration and
the harmonization of policies among
countries. Program |V will transfer to
Program | initiatives on agroindustrial
conversion. The two Programs will
work together on further developing
analytical capabilities for trade
models.

The Director of Program |, Carlos
Pomareda, informed delegates to the
Executive Committee that, during the

14

Programs on the march

next two years the Program will con-
centrate its activities on: i) the agri-
food sector, i) changes in the produc-
tion structure and competitivenessand,
iif) management of economic policy
instruments to accompany modern-
ization and sustainable development.

With regard to the agri-food sector,
Pomareda stated that the first stage of
a project carried out with support from
the Spanish government had been
completed. The activities included
three region-wide seminars onthe agri-
food sector, which furnished more in-
formation on this sector and on agri-
food chains, providing a rich field of
work for future actions.

As to changes in the production struc-
ture, a project is being promoted to
work with the countries in orienting
and restructuring the production appa-
ratus and pertinent public and private
organizations. The third area focuses
on the formulation of medium- and
long-termfinancial mechanisms, which
are being developed by the Latin
American Association of Development
Finance Institutions.

According to Rodolfo Quiros, Director
of Program |V, that Program's areas of
concentration include the analysis of
political-trade and agricultural nego-
tiations, specifically those related to
multinational agreements and initia-
tives at the world and regional levels
(Uruguay Round of the GATT, the
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative

etc.). it also supports actions relzedy,
agricultural trade and integration,

Vith regard to the latter, speciz] e
phasis is placed on working with irte-
gration groups such as the Southem
Cone Common Market (MEP.OOSUR),
the Central American Common Mar-
ket, the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) znd the Andean Growp.
All of the Program’s technical coop-
eration acticns with these groups are
carried ouf under one hemispheric
project and four multinational projects
inthe Andean, Central, Caribbeanand
Southern Arezs,

The hemispheric project includes all
trade negotiation initiatives as well as
certain activities previously carried out
independently. These include a pro-
gram to access trade data banks and
actions with the Canadian Intemational
Development Agency (CIDA), dealing
with the exportation of nontraditional
commodities and the identification of
joint ventures.

Through the multinational projects:
follow-up is provided on trade negotia-
tions and support is given to efforts 0
promote subregional integration. Pro-
gram IV also collaborates with severdl
countries in establishing agriculural
commodity exchanges. This activity
has had a favorable impact in Central
America and will soon be promotedin
the Andean Area.




ecent changes in the

agri-food sectorof Latin
America were analyzed
during a high-level interna-
tional seminar held in July in
Washington, D.C., attended
by representatives of coop-
eration and funding agen-
cies, universities and private
organizations in the United
States.

The presentations and dis-
cussions at the event re-
volved around twelve stud-
ies prepared by IICA which,
at the overall level, charac-
terized agri-food trade flows
in the hemisphere, and at
the country level, assessed
the scope of policy reforms
and institutional changes

being implemented to
complement economic
opening.

Topics discussed at the
seminar included “Progress
in subregionzl trade agree-

ments and challengesforthe
agri-food sector," “Institu-
tional reforms in the public
agricultural sector of Latin
America and the Caribbean
(LAC)," “Changesin organi-
zationsoftheprivateagroin-
dustrial sector” and “Agri-
cultural and agroindustrial
trade between the United
States and LAC: Current
status and outlook as a re-
sult of policy reforms.”

Inadditionto ICA, the Inter-
American Development
Bank (IDB) and the World
Bank, the seminar was at-
tended by representatives
of the International Food
Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI), the Overseas De-
velopment Council (ODC),
Resources for the Future,
the Departments of Agricul-
ture and Commerce of the
United States, as well as
universities, foundations and
private organizations.

Changes in the Agri-food
Sector Analyzed

Analysis of the studies re-
vealed several characteris-
tics common to economic
and trade policies in LAC.
These include: i) a real ex-
change rate policy, with
gradual adjustments, is
commonly used in the re-
gion; ii) in most of the coun-
tries, monetary policies in-
clude real and positive inter-
est rates; iii) high fiscal
deficits were brought down
through programs to reduce
subsidies and the size of the
public administration; iv)
trade policy reforms have
led to reductions in tariff pro-
tection levels; and v) trade
negotiations have been
characterized by dynamic
activity on various fronts:
GATT, subregional integra-

tion efforts, bilateral agree-
ments, and the Enterprise
for the Americas Initiative.

Also, according to data pre-
sented at the seminar, trade
between the United States
and LAC is dynamic and of
key importance: the United
States absorbs 34% of LAC
exports, of which 17% are
agricultural and agroin-
dustrial products. The region
enjoys an important and
growing surplus in its agri-
culturaltrade withthe United
States, accounting for only
9.5% of that country's sales.
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New Forms of Cooperation for Sustainable Deve

he Cocperative Program for

Resezrch and Technology
Transfer for the South American
Tropics (PROCITROPICOS) is a
good example of the type of initiative
that should be strengthened in the
wake of the Earth Summit, said the
Executive Secretary of this multilat-
eral initiative, Victor Palma.

Palma was a member of the IICA
delegation, headed by the Director
General, Martin E. Pifeiro, to the
United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronmentand Development (UNCED).

Palma explained that several impor-
tant agreements included in Agenda
21, the plan of action approved by the
UNCED, call for the design of innova-
tive cooperation strategies, and that

e

PROCITROPICOS qualifies as such
on numerous counts. Now that the
Earth Summit has concluded, no time
should be lost in identifying mecha-
nisms that wiil make it possible to
implement its multilateral cooperation
programs for sustainable development.
He added that PROCITROPICOS has
been a pioneer in this respect.

The Program was implemented in Au-
gust 1991, through a cooperation
agreement signed by the eight coun-
tries of the Amazon Basin (Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana,
Peru, Suriname and Venezuela) and
the Inter-American Institute for Coop-
eration on Agriculture (IICA), which
continues to support its operations.
The principal goals of
PROCITROPICOS include contribut-

Victor Palma, Executive Secretary of
PROCITROPICOS.

ing to the sustainable development
of agriculture andforests, eliminating
duplication of scientific and techno-
logical efforts, and channeling exter-
nal cooperationresourcestoresearch
and technology transfer. j
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Funding for PROCIANDINO Successful Project

I n order to strengthen its position in (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peruand Wl lh Rural WOmen

supporting subregional integra- Venezuela). COHCIUdeS
LI O DG NG Once the trust fund is put into effect,

search and Technology Transfer Pro- the Program will seek to secure other T woyears afterit was launch :
gram for the Andean Subregion a project to promote the pay.

(PROCIANDINO) will set up a trust funding from donor agencies in order ticipation of rural women in the o

i ide ongoing finan-
fund to finance its activities during the L?a?r;it;l;olrtt.to prov: 90109 xi?pmgintsﬁfc:::s?m;sf;; :Iré;tzz.
ke : b The experience gained from the
PROCIANDINO, a technical-political project will be used as the basis 7
A recent issue of the bi-monthly forum established to upgrade agricul- new initiatives.
PROCIANDINO news bulletin indi- tural research in member countries, : .
cated that the fund will be set up with has been administered and coordi- The project was coordinated by the

; i Undersecretariat of Agriculture
the Andean Development Corporation nated by IICA since 1986. In 1991, the Livestock and Fisheries (SSAGyP)

(CAF), and will begin operations with PROCIANDINO/IICA technical coop- and included actions to equip insti-
US$2 million, obtained from contribu- eration agreement was extended to tutions in the provinces of Juju
tions from its five member countries 1996. Tucuman, Santiago del Estero:
Catamarca and La Rioja to incorpo-
rate rural women into development
activities. Also included was imple-
mentation of economically viable
production microprojects.

Action in the co

Belize Joins IICA as
Newest Member State

The project was fundedby the United
Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM), and received
technical support from the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation

pon signing the Convention that on Agricuturcle AN

establishes the nature and pur-
poses of the Institute, Belize became
the thirty-third Member State of the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-

At the request of the government
of Argentina, the Institute helped
systematize the experience gained
in the project, with a view to estab-

tion on Agriculture (IICA). g lishing a conceptual and method-

[ ological framework to be used to
The document was signed in Wash- % orient new projects. This informa-
ington, D.C. on June 9 by the Ambas- 2 tion will be published in a document
sador of Belize, James V. Hyde, in the ir , to be prepared by the IICA Office in
presence of the Secretary General of The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries of Argentina for dissemination to the

Belize, Michael Espat, represented his country

the Organization of American States . : countries of the Southern Cone
(OAS),gJoao QS O acg:vncjnm:e/(fh Regular Meeting of the Executive belonging ® (e CooperaliVe
activity, the Ambassador stated that Rural Development Program
“The signing of the IICA Convention (PROCODER).

represents another step towards full “We realize that we must be more

integration into the inter-American efficient in marketing our agricultural

system.” commodities,” explained the Ambas- achieving economic and social devel-

' ' sador, who recognized the role |ICA opment.
Hyde explained that his government can play in attaining this objective.

places great importance on agricul- The DirectorGeneranfllCA,Ma'ﬁnE'

ture in the new development plans Baena Soares pointed out that |ICA Pifei ici lize's
: 5 : : ineiro, officially announced Belizé

_bglpg promqted in the region, ar)d that has helped its member countries membership in |)|ICAduringtheTwe|ﬂh

joining IICA is therefore of special sig- strengthen their activities to boost ag- Regular Meeting of its Executive Com-

nificance. ricultural development as a means to mittee, held from June 22-24.
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world Bank Proposes that IICA i
Coordinate Research in the Caribbean .

astJune, the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develo

. pment
L (WorldBank) proposed that lICA coordinate new activities to promote
agricU"U"al research and extension in the Caribbean.

The proposal was made during the Eleventh Biannual Meeting of the
Support Group for Caribbean Economic Development, sponsored by the
World Bank and held at the Bank's headquarters in Washington, D.C.
from June 1-5. The meeting was attended by ministers and repre'senta-'
tives from 25 countries of the hemisphere, and 19 international and
regional development agencies.

The proposal is included in a project drawn up by the World Bank to R
reorient regional efforts inthis area. The document, which was approved
by the participants, proposes that [ICA take on a leading role to make sure
that research in the region is given the appropriate priority.

The proposal suggests strengthening agricultural
extension services.

Participants in the conference included, among others, the prime minis-
ters of Grenada, Nicholas Brathwaite; Dominica, Mary Eugenia Charles;
St. Lucia, John Compton; Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, James F.
Mitchell; and St. Kitts and Nevis, Kennedy Simmonds. Other participants included officials from the ministries of finance,
planning and economy of these countries.

The Wo_rld Bank.study recommends that the ministries of agriculture adopt a more open approach toward the private sector
and regional agricultural development. It also points out that IICA is in the best position to support the countries and agencies
in establishing coals and properly planning activities for the agricultural sector.

he Direcior General of ICA, Mar- NLINE 1 Vi) e s
fin E. Pifeiro, participated in the Pineiro Calls for

most recent meeting of CARICOM's I AR B D e
Standing Committee of Ministers Re- I U»;v‘;;’)é AliOI 11}
sponsible for Agriculture, held in Bar- %

bados in June.

The ministers studied the progress of

the agricultural and trade activities co- 4
ordinated by CARICOM, as well as its
relations with technical cooperation
agencies. They also sought to define
common positions for their participa-

ttor] in international fora such as the

United Nations Conference on Envi-
fonment and Development, which was

about to begin in Brazil,

In his presentation, Pifeiro suggested
thatthe Caribbean nations give greater
Impetustotheirintegration movement,
Withaviewto generating economies of

o >
scale that will enable them to partici- \ o YA .

Pate more effecti i i ;
: vely in an increas- ; S :
Ingly competitive inter):\ational context The Director General of lICA, Martin E. Pinsiro (right), greets Senator Harcourt Lewis, of Barbados.
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CARDI
Expresses Thanks

n behalf of the Caribbean Ag-
ricultural Research and De-

velopment Institute (CARDI), the
Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheriesof Barbados, L.V.H. Lewis,
thanked the Deputy Director Gen-
eral of IICA, Harlan Davis, for his
work as chairman of CARDI's Do-

nor Group.

The efforts which gave rise to this
recognition included an external
evaluation of the activities carried
out CARDI. Subject of the analysis
were the purposes that orient the
organization's activity, the efficiency
of its research and techology pro-
gram, and the impact of its projects
in the subregion as a whole and in
each individual country.

The govemnors thanked Davis for
| bringing together a group of expe-
| rienced professionals fo conduct
| the evaluation, the recommenda-
| tions of which were “very well re-
| ceived.” Accordingtothe governors,
| the recommendations are of stra-
: tegic importance for the Institute,
“especially now that CARDI is
planning its program for the year
2000 and beyond.”

Calixte George, Executive Directorof CARDI,
attended the Twelfth Regular Meeting of the
Executive Committee of [ICAasan observer,

I narocontly published document

ontitlod "An Optionfor Caribbean
Agriculture: Tropical Boutique Agri-
culture,”the IICA Representative in
Jamalca, Armando Reyes-Pachoeco,
indicated that nontraditional agricul-
tural products
provide new
opportunities for

countries to
participate
more fully in ever more

Nontraditional Products: An
the Caribbean A |terpative for the Caribbean ing 1o

TA

rus fruits, among others), emphasjs
should be placed on los(oring the
development of agroindustrial initjq.
tives to produce exotic flavors anq
fragrances, sauces, dried fryijs
snacks and a wide range of f,u“'

Juices,

Accord-

open and competitive
international markets.

Inadditiontorenewing
efforts to boost the
production of tradi-
tional crops (bananas,
sugar, cocoa and cit-

R A

Reyes,
these
newtypes of products wil|
enable the Caribbean

to take advantage of in-
teresting options in spe-
cialized market niches
and give it an advantage
over other nations with
tropical crops.
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Venezuela Agreement

he Ministry of Agriculture and

Livestock (MAC) of Venezuela
and IICA signed an administrative ser-
vices agreement designed to support
the preinvestment activities of the MAC
and to strengthen its Sectoral Plan-
ning Office.

Cooperation involves hiring and moni-
toring the work of national or interna-

tional consultants or consulting firms,
and purchasing equipment to be used
inachievingthe established objectives.

The agreement was signed by Minis-
terJohnathan Coles andthe [ICA Rep-
resentative in Venezuela, Diego
Londofio.
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vice Ministers of Central Americy:

Advocate Unified Position

in Uruguay Round

ice ministers and officials of the

ministries of agriculture and of
the economy of Central America, as
well as representatives of the private
sector, recommended that a unified,
coordinated position be taken in the
last phase of the trade and agricultural
negotiations of the Uruguay Round
under the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

This issue was discussed during an
international seminar on agricultural
integration and trade policy reforms in
Central America, which took place at
|ICA Headquarters in June. The
meeting was organized by the Regional
Council for Agricultural Cooperation in
Central America, Mexico, Panama and
the Dominican Republic (CORECA), a
sectoral forum made up of the minis-
ters of agriculture.

According to Roger Guillen, Secretary
for Coordination of CORECA, “The
countries of the area must agree on

coqrdina(ed proposals to strengthen
their negotiating position in the final
Phase of the Uruguay Round." He
added that a new international frame-
worklof “clearand transparent rules” is
required if the countries of the region

are to take part in world agricultural
trade.

During the meeting, it was also noted
that there is a consensus among the
countries of the Isthmus with regard to
almostallof the common externaltariffs
to be applied to agricultural products
andinputsimported from third markets,
as well as to the schedules for tariff
reductions, to reach a 20% maximum

and a 5% minimum by January 1,
1993.

With regard to the price bands system,
Guillen stated that it has already been
established in El Salvador, Honduras
and Nicaragua for corn, sorghum and
rice, and will soon in use in Guate-
mala. At the same time, Central

Central America seeks “clear and !runqparont"
regulations to govem its participation in world
agricultural trade.,

America has been gradually eliminat-
ing certain restrictions on trade and
making progress in liberalizing prices
for agricultural products and inputs in
several countries.

mission frem the Republic of Ko-
rea visited Panama in June,
where it met with local agroexporters
to explore the possibiiities of agricul-
tural trade between the two countries.

According to the mission chief, Sam
MuLee, Director General of the Office
of Agricultural Policies of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
Korea is interested in buying meat,
coffee, bananas, melons, papaya and
omamental plants from Panama and
the other countries of the subregion.

Tothis end, Lee and specialists Young
Kum Shim and Kim Yeong-Man ex-
changed preliminary information with
dnamanian businessmen on several
YiSsues such as transportation costs

b adquality control. The meeting was

held at the 11cA Office in Panama.

Before visiting Panama, the mission from the Republic of Korea attended the Twelfth Regular Mesting
of the Executive Committee of lICA.
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Courteay La Nadion, C A

Director General Attends Inauguration

of President of Ecuador

The new Presidentof Ecuador, Sixto Duran-Ballen, greets participants attending his inauguration at the

Congress building in Quito.

T he Director General of |Icp

Martin E. Pifieiro, attended the
inauguration of the new president of
Ecuador, Sixto Duran-Ballen, which
took place on August 10.

Accompanied by IICA's Director of
External Relations, Jorge Werthein
Pifeiro took advantage of his visit to
discuss with the new government offi.
cials the technical cooperation ||cA
offers to Ecuador, which has focuseq
primarily on promoting rural develop-
ment.

Most of IICA’s efforts have sought to
identify, formulate and implement in-
tegrated rural development projects,
with funds from the World Bank. Other
important activities have included ef-
forts to strengthen technology gen-
eration and transfer institutions.

As a result of an evaluation of the
technical cooperation carried out dur-
ing the year, IICA gave new priority to
the topics of natural resource conser-
vation, irrigation administration and
management, and trade and integra-
tion.

Switzerland and IICA Promote
Rural Development in Ecuador

ICA, using non-reimbursable funding from the Technical

Cooperation Agency of the Swiss Government (COTESU),
drew up a proposal to implement the second phase of the
Penipe Rural Development Project in the central province of
Chimborazo, Ecuador.

Inthis effort, the two organizations have joined efforts to support
the Ministry of Social Welfare of Ecuador and the project’s
beneficiary rural population. A total of US$600,000 was provided
by COTESU 1o fund the first stage of the initiative, which was
completed in July. Principal actions included support for
infrastructure, especially irrigation, and the promotion of agri-
cultural production.

IICA's participation in the preparation of the proposal for the |

second phase, which will include components on production,
infrastructure and organizational development, was established
in a letter of understanding signed in June by the IICA Repre-
sentative in Ecuador, Alex Barril Garcia and his counterpart
from COTESU in that country, Regis Avanthay.
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Project components deal with production and organizational development.
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G overnment agencies, private
agricultural associations, trade

union members, producers and busi-
nessmen from Bolivia established
guidelines for formulating new agrar-
ian legislation for this Andean nation,
aiming to promote growth, strengthen
the sector and encourage foreign in-
vestments.

The proposal was presented during
the National Agricultural Forum, the
theme of which was “Toward New
Agrarian Legislation for Bolivia.” The
meeting, held recently in the city of
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, was spon-
sored by IICA and organized by the
Chamber of Agriculture of Western
Bolivia (CAO).

During the meeting, participants re-
viewed similar reforms introduced in
Mexico and Peru and underlined the
importance of modernizing the agrar-
ian structure 1o bring it into line with
prevailing conditions and needs of the

New Agrarian Legislation
Promoted in Bolivia

Several sectors stressed the nesd to modemize the

agricultural model.

Book Presented

“Argentina: Agricultura, Integra-
cién y Crecimiento” (Argentina:
Agriculture, Integration and
Growth) is the title of a book writ-
ten by Edith S. Obschatko (sec-
ond from left to right) and pub-
lished by the IICA Office in Ar-
gentina. The book was presented
during a special ceremony held
in Buenos Aires on June 30. Ac-
companying the authorare Adolfo
Sturzenegger; the |ICA Repre-
sentative in Argentina, Carlos
Garramon, and the President of
the National Institute of Agricul-
tural Technology (INTA), Felix
Cirio.

?w\

production sector. They also dis-
cussed the establishment of the
National Lands Institute, which
would administer agranan prop-
erty (paths, roads, lakes, and
virgin forests, among others).

The meeting was the first of a
series of three organized by the
IICA Office in Bolivia to celebrate
the fiftieth anniversary of the In-
stitute. The second event wiill be
a national seminar, to be held in
Cochabamba, to analyze pro-
duction systems inthe highlands,
valleys and the eastern part of
the country. The third event, 2
Pan American Seminaron Seeds,
will be held in Santa Cruz in Oc-
tober.
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Colombia:
Agricultural Exports

Promoted

stablishment of a “Colombian

Foundation” -similar to those set
up in Chile and Bolivia to promote
agricultural exports- is receiving sup-
port from the [ICA Office in Colombia,
directed by I[ICA Representative
Edgardo Moscardi.

In addressing a seminar held to dis-
cuss this initiative, the President of
Colombia, Cesar Gaviria, expressed
his satisfaction with the way in which
the ministry of agriculture, with tech-
nical cooperation from IICA, was
implementing a program to promote a
private entity specializing in business
management to foster agricultural ex-
ports from Colombia.

The seminar, which reviewed the ob-
jectives, achievements and orienta-
tions of the Foundation, was inaugu-
rated by the Minister of Agricuiture,
Alfonso Lopez Cabaliero.

The Foundation will promote the production and exportation of new agricultural commodities with
competitive advantages. In the photo are (from left to right) Edgardo Moscardi, /ICA Representative;
Alfonso Lopez Caballero, Minister of Agriculture; Jaime Cordoba, President of the Colombian Farmers’
Association; and Carlos Gustavo Cano, Coordinator of the Fundacion Colombia project.

The following working areas were ini-
tially identified for the efforts to pro-
mote the production and exportation
of new agricultural commodities hav-
ing clear compartive advantages:
market intelligence and promotion,
transferand adoption of newtechnolo-
gies, technical assistance for market-

Librarians [Learn to Use Microisis Data Base

Microisis is a bibliographic information program for microcomputers.

ibrarians from throughout the re-

gion have received training in the
use of the Microisis data base, a biblio-
graphic information program for mi-
crocomputers.

i
4

The courses were
taught by specialists
fromthe Inter-American
Agricultural Documen-
tation and Information
Center (CIDIA) and
lICA’s Informatics Ser-
vice. The first, held at
lICAHeadquarters, was
attended also by librar-
ians from Mozambique.
The second took place
in Ecuador at the re-
quest of the Coopera-
tive Agricultural Re-
search and Technology
Transfer Programforthe Andean Sub-
region (PROCIANDINO). It provided
training for personnel from libraries
associated with the agricultural sector
in Ecuador.

ing, promotion of businesses and
management of investmentfunds, and
support for rural development pro-
grams.

i A
New IICA
Representatives

T he Institute has new Rep-
resentatives in Guate-
mala and Suriname.

Virgilio Paredes, from Hondu-
ras, was appointed as the new
IICA Representative in Guate-
mala as of July 1.

FinnH. Damtoft, from Canada,
was appointed asthe newlICA
Representative in Surinameas
of May 6.
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IICA and Sustainable
Development

IICA Editorial Service

Published in Spanish and
English, this booklet pre-
sents the conceptual frame-
work and the strategy un-
derlying [ICA’s technical
cooperation actions in con-
nection with si:sizinable de-
velopment

The conceg nework
points up the C o sz reiation-
ship betwe= ' and
environmer: aryation,
and underscor== e need
for developrmer! o include

long-term objeclives seeking
social equity, with 2 view to
bringing into development
those sectors that have not
benefited fully from growth.
IICA will also promote initia-
tives aimed at conserving
and increasing the ecologi-
cal capital as a means of
guaranteeingthe well-being
of future generations.

As far as strategy is con-
cerned, the booklet notes
that [ICA attaches priority to
actions that benefit groups
of countries, and identifies
various projects on sustain-
able development that the

Institute is carrying out with
support from specialized
agencies and cooperation
organizations. These in-
clude the Cooperative Re-
search and Technology
Transfer Program for the
South American Tropics
(PF_XOCITROPICOS) andan
Initiative to promote conser-
vation practices on the hill-
sides of Central America.

DRGRE P b )

Informe Mujer Rural
Volumes I, IT and III

IICA/SIDA ¢

=

Thisthree-voluine colieciior
describes the governmeinizl
and nongovernmenial orga-
nizations in Central America
that work with rural women
and produce educational
and communications mate-

rials.

It is published under the
Women and Communica-
tions Project sponsored by
the Swedish International
Development Authority
(SIDA)andIICA,throughthe
Inter-American Agricultural
Documentation and Infor-
mation Center (CIDIA).

Volume | describes the
purposes and objectives of

the organizations and in-
cludes ananalysis of certain
pre-selected variables:
subject matter, materials
produced, resources and
equipment. Volume Il is a
directory,and Volumelllisa
bibliography of materials
dealing with the issue of
women, including videos
and radio programs.

Modemizacién Democratica e
Incluyente de la Agriculturaen
América Latina y el Caribe

IS

This book, available only in
Spanish, analyzes the op-
portunities for democratic
and comprehensive mod-
ernization of agriculture in
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, given the changes
that have taken place in the
international context. It
proposes that this will be
possible because of the
strategic importance of the
sector, provided that efforts
to assume a more important
role on the world market
reflect a social and political

pactinwhichallplayers have
participated and with which
they all agree.

Key elements of that
agreement must include
promoting agroindustri-
alization, involving small
farmersin development and
fostering environmental
sustainability. Divided into
five chapters, the books of-
fers new arguments for dis-
cussionsonthelinkbetween
agriculture, equity and de-
mocracy.

El Comercio Intrarregional
de Granos Basicos en
Centroamérica

The purpose of this book is
to serve as a practical in-
strument in efforts to draw
up national and regional
trade agreements on staple
grains. It offers useful in-
formation on commodities
such as beans, rice, white
corn, yellow corn and sor-
ghum.
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IICA in the Néws .

Paraguay, Uruguay,
Brazil, Argentina

W The last meeting of the
ministers of agriculture of the
Southern Cone, held in
Asuncion, Paraguay, re-
ceived broad press cover-
age in this subregion
Meeting as the Advisory
Council for Agrict
Cooperationinthe C

of the Southers
(CONASUR), the

adopted a set of resc

to facilitate, among
things, intra-regional live-
stock trade, marketing
veterinary products znd the
establishment of standards
for the trade of dairy prod-

Upcoming activities

ucts. A special event was
held within the framework of
this meeting to commemo-
rate the fiftieth anniversary
of the Inter-American Insti-
tute for Cooperation on Ag-
riculture (IICA). (“Ultimas
Noticias” and “La Mana-
na”, Uruguay; “Hoy”,
“Patria,” and “ABC,” Para-
guay; “O Estado de Sao
Paulo,” Brazil; and “La
Nacion,” “Ambito Finan-
ciero,” “Clarin” and “La
Prensa” Argentina.

Panama

1oy -
Y in-
4 d“}*'“"d” for;
- S 1a

E Panamanian press pro-
vided broad coverage of the
International Agriculture,

Livestock, Fisheries and
Food Fair (FIAGA 92), orga-
nized with support from the
Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA). The activity included
a series of conferences on
topics such as ecology and
development, biotechpol-
ogy, economic opening,
support services forinterna-
tional trade and business
opportunities. Thirty-two
speakers participated in the
event, includingthe Director
General of IICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro, who was the key-
note speaker at the inaugu-
ral session. Other activities
included an exhibition of
agroindustrial equipment
and producis. (“La Estrella
'“L.aPrensa,”
America,”
re” and “El

iViexico

# The daily newspapers
“Excelsior” and “El
Financiero” of Mexico cov-
ered the Twelfth Regular
Meeting of the Regional
Council for Agricultural Co-

slads

e Ofrece Hanka

operation in Centra|
America, Mexico, Panama
and the Dominican Repyp-
lic (CORECA). The Coun-
cil, made up of the ministers
of agriculture of Central
America, Mexico and the
Dominican Republic, met
from May 27-29. During the
meeting, a series of resolu-
tions were adopted to pro-
mote free trade, competi-
>SS, cooperation and
al integration. The
‘ers also approved a
an proposal to bring
eocutiransformationsinthe
cultural production
sitructurein the subregionin
response to the opening of

*Fiftieth Anniversary of IICA.
October 7, 1992. Headquarters

The principal ceremony will bring to-
gether senior officials from the inter-
American system, the government of
Costa Rica, the diplomatic corps, as
well as representatives from interna-
lpnal cooperation and funding agen-
cies. The 1992 lICA Inter-American
Press Award will also be presented
during the ceremony and commemo-
rative plaques will be unveiled.
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*Meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Cooperative Program for Re-
search and Technology Transfer for
the South American Tropics
(PROCITROPICOS). October 5-7

1992, Manaos, Brazil, '

The purpose of the meetingis to evalu-
ate two documents Pertaining to
PROCITROPICOS: one on elements
to be considered in formulating the
overall conceptual framework, and the
qther on guidelines for Project formula-
tion. The latter contains the prelimina

terms of reference for each of the fifteen

initiatives to be carried o
PROCITROPICOS. Hnder

*Central American Workshop on
Gender and Sustainable Develop-
ment. October 12-24, 1992. Head-
quarters.

This activity will provide a forum for
further developing criteria on sustain-
able development and the participation
of men and women in the decision-
making process and the management
and benefits of natural resources. It will
also deal with methodologies for project
identification and formulation, with em-
Phasis on the gender component and
sustainability,
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IICA in the News 32

A Flag Commemorating Agricul-
tural Cooperation

Ariicles in this issue of IICA News may be
reproduced if the source is credited.

News magazine on activities of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture, lICA. Published monthly, in separate
Spanish, English and France editions, by
iICA's Communications Division, Public Infor
mation Unit. Address: Apdo 55-2200 Core-
nado, San José, Cosa Rica. Cable: IICAZa"
Jose. Telex:2144 |ICA. Fax:294741. T:
phone:290222. Editor in Chief: Patnicia Leon.
Editors: Silvia Castillo, RoanO_Ca'V:d :
Danilo Jimenez. English translation a
iting: Paul Murphy, Barbara COhelgu‘ons'
Susana Raine. Director of Exemal Re
Jorge Waerthein.

The Inter-American Institute for cmg?;aw"
on Agriculture (IICA) is headqu,a"‘,ere'lj agondy
Jose, Costa Rica. Itis the specialzec 20
for agriculture of the inter-American SY>= ©
was founded by the govemments ©
sphere in 1942 to encourage, ng‘e,sates
support the efforts made by its M:mrural it
for agricultural development anm'es o
being. It has 33 member coun

pemanent observers.
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IICA Celebrates Fiftieth Anniversary

T he Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on

‘Agriculture (lICA), one of the oldest agencies in the
Americas, celebrated a very special event on October 7,
1892: its fiftieth anniversary.

The President of Costa Rica, the Chairman of the Sixth Inter-
American Board of Agriculture, the ministers of agriculture

from Mexico Guaiomala, Honduras and Nicaragua, and vice
ministers of 221 culiure from Panama and Spain, were among
the guests o= icipating in the celebration at Headquarters.
Speaking on behall of the Secretary General of the Organi-

zation of American States was Hugo Caminos, and the
delegate speaking in representation of the government of the
United States, the country which had presided over the last
meeling of the Executive Committee, was John Miranda.

Other participating cabinet members of the Costa Rican
government were the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bernd
Niehaus and the Minister of Agriculture, Juan Rafael Lizano.

Guests also included members of the diplomatic corps in
Costa Rica, members of the legislature, representatives of
international cooperation and lending agencies, Directors
General emeritus of IICA and employees of the Institute,
headed by the Director General, Martin E. Pineiro.

Fifty Years Ago
Five decades ago a group of visionaries, fully committed to

the inter-American ideal, decided to establish an agency to
serve agriculture and small farmers.

The ceremony celebrating the
fiftieth anniversary of the founding
of the Institute was presided over
by the President of Costa Rica,
Rafael Angel Calderon, and the
First Lady, Gloria Bejarano
(center). From leftto nght, they are
accompanied by the Minister of
Agriculture of that country, Juan
Rafael Lizano; the Foreign
Minister, Bernd Niehaus; the
Director General of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro; the Chairman of the IABA,
Ira d'Auvergne, the Secretary of
Agriculture of Mexico, Carlos Hank
Gonzalez; the Vice Minister of
Agriculture of Spain, Juan Antonio
Blanco, and the Representative of
the OAS, Hugo Caminos.

In 1942, in Turrialba, the President of Costa Rica, Rafael
Angel Calderon Guardia, laid the cornerstone for what was
to serve as the headquarters of the Institute. He was
accompanied by the then Vice President of the United States,
Henry A. Wallace, another pioneer.

Fifty years later, the son of that Costa Rican president, today
President of this Central American nation, Rafael Angel
Calderon Fournier, headed the ceremony to celebrate the
Institute's fiftieth anniversary.

As his father did fifty years ago, the President reaffirmed the
government of Coata Rica's commitment to continue support-
ing the work caried out by the Ins
country and at the international
the enormous importance of its K t0
opment and the well-being of the psop
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ied in light of

The Director General thanked ihe President for his kind words
and the support which dates back to “those distant days when
another President Calderon laid the cornerstone for the
original building."

In his address, President Calderon maintained that lICA "is
our guarantee of continuing progress in agriculture in the
Americas, in line with the challenges and changes of the new
century." He affirmedthat [ICA's recent achievements “allow
us to look forward to a brilliant and promising future for agricul-
ture.* "Just a little more than a year ago,” he recalled, “the
Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture,
which was held in Madrid, once again affirmed |ICA's position
as a leader in international cooperation for agriculture.*
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Speaking on behajf of th
Secretary Genera of th:
OAS, Hugo Camin,
stated that the Djrgey
General of |ICA '

shaped (the Institute) intoa

new type of internationa|
organization which Serves
asan gxample forthe €ntire
American community *

He went on to say that
under Pineiro's Ieadership
lICA "has been able to re.
spond to the crisis faceq by
its member countries i
these times of economic
uncertainty.  During hjs
term, we witnessed the re-
turn of democracy in al-
most all of our countries
and the revitalization of ag-
2 riculture as the pivot of economic development in the coun-
great challenges of to- tries of the region.”
ogress inagriculture,

panded agri-food sector

Srescent Calcsron inauguratss an annex to one of [ICA's buildings.

_~y

In addressing the audience, Martin Pineiro, Director Gen-
tors of the aconomy, incorporation of the eral of IICA, urged those present not to see the commemo-
1or into development, and promotion of ration as simply an occasion to celebrate the founding of the
ainable agncultural development and environmental Institute. He said that it should serve as a day to reflect on
n all the vital issues that must still be resolved in order to
convert agriculture into the axis of a new style of devek

H

On behaf of the Institute's 33 Member States, lra ment. According to Pineiro, in 2 world where contrasts ar
dAuvergne, Minister of Agriculture of St. Lucia, who pre- getting more and more entrenched, “we must recover ou
sidad over the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American unique identities and return tc the values rooted in the rural
Board of Agniculture, said that the celebration of IICA's fifty sector, to follow our agricultura! vocation and destiny. For
vears of technical cooperation was an event of which this reason, we are convinced that agriculture will cor
everyone should be proud. to be what it has been until the present: the strength and

future of the Americas."

He also praised the outstanding
lsadership of Martin E. Pifeiro in
conducting the affairs of the Institute
and forging closer ties between the
countries of Latin America and the
Carbbean In emphasizing that the
Carbbean countries are now fully
ntegrated into the Institute, the
Minister called special attention to
the contributions [ICA has made 1o
CARICOM countries.

Juan Mata of HCA's Editonal

Senvice. receved a medal from

Presdent Calderon, hononng him

as Me staf member with the most g
senondy at the institule "



Countries and Organizations
Congratulate the Institute

S enior officials from governments
and international agencies from
around the hemisphere gathered to
colebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

Messages of praise and congratula-
tions were received from the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS), the
Chairman of the last meeting of the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture,
the President and the Secretary of
Agriculture of the United States, the
Prime Minister and the Minister of Agri-
culture of Canada, ministers of agricul-
ture from many countries and senior
officials from multilateral agencies.

During the General Assembly of the
OAS, held in the Bahamas in May, par-
ticipants congratulated |ICA for formu-
lating economically and socially impor-
tant agricultural programs over the fifty
year period of 1942-1992, and high-

Prior to the ceremony, Important guests greeted the Director Gen

Vice Minister Blanco, of Spain;

Minister Rondon, of Nicaragua; President Calderon, of Costa Rica;
Gamero, of Honduras; and Minister Lizano, of Costa FAica,

lighted the Institute's outstanding contri-
butions to progress in the agricultural
seclors of the region, and in upgrading
the human and technical resources of its
Member States.

The OAS also recognized "lICA's effec-
tive coordination of activities with other
agencies of the inter-American system
and international organizations, and its
search for excellence in agriculture for
its Member States over these fifty
years."

In aletter to the Director General, Martin
E. Pifeiro, Ira d'Auvergne, Chairman of
the last meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA), the gover-
ning body of [ICA, and minister of agri-
culture of St. Lucia, expressed the
deepest gratitude of the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean for fifty
years of technical cooperation in
support of regional and subregional
agricultural development.

Minister Boppel, of Guatemala;

He added that "It is worth noting that
you assumed the leadership of the
Organization at a particularly critical
time in its history. It was a time of
diverse global changes, which deman-
ded appropriate adjustments in our
economic development strategies and
thrust new roles upon the agricultural
sector. [ICA had to be responsive
to those changes, and under your
direction, the organisation not only
survived but prospered.*

The Institute has played a
significant role in coordinat-
ing the progress that has
been achieved in agriculture.
(OAS General Assembly)

The President of the United States,
George Bush, affirmed that since its
inception, the Institute had played a
leading role in promoting agricultural
and development throughout the
Western Hemisphere.
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eral, Martin E. Pifieiro (third from the left), in his office. From left to right, they are

Vice Minister Gonzalez, of Panama; Forelgn Minister Niehaus, of Costa Rica; Secretary of Agriculture Hank, of Mexico;
Vice Minister Acuna, of Costa Rica; Minister Nufio



In addition to pointing out the need for
conserving the rich natural resources
of the hemisphere, President Bush in-
dicated that organizations such as
[ICA are tremendously impor-

tant to promoting

sustainable

development

in agriculture.

Thanks to [ICA's

Programs, he

added, small

farmers now en-

Joy additional

opportunities to

learn about the

latest advances

in agricultural
technology and
techniques
while also discovering how free enter-
prise and democracy help to ensure
greater prosperity and progress for all
peoples of the region.

The Secretary of Agriculture of the
United States, Edward Madigan,
stated that his country was proud to
have been instrumental in the crea-
tion of IICA. He also praised the
farsighted government of Costa Rica
for donating the land for lICA to carry
out agricultural research and training

activities

Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of
Canadz, recalled in his message that
his country has been a member of the

Canada has been able to
observe “at first hand the great
oedication and the exceptional
effectiveness of the people of
your organization in the cause
of agriculture and rural devel-
opment in Latin America and
the Caribbean.” (Brian
Mulroney, Prime Minister).

Institute since 1972, and that this had
enabled Canada to have “first-hand
knowledge of the Institule's great
dedication and exceptional efficiency
6

in working toward agricultural gnd ru-
ral development in Latin America and

the Caribbean."

The Canadian Minister of Agriculture,

Bill
McKnight,
remarked
that IICA
has shown it
self to be an
“effective
and
valuable
institute." He added
that his country was
proud of its twenty-year
relationship with IICA
and looks forward to maintaining
and strengthening these ties in

the future. L

From the Caribbean, the
Minister of Agriculture of
Jamaica, Seymour Mullings,
pointed out that [ICA's
conltributions were an

excellent example of

benefits obtained through
cooperation among the countries
of the inter-American system,

Other international agencies also
joined in the celebrations. The Presi-
dent of the Inter-American Develop-

ment Bank (IDB), Enriq

stated that the IDB enjoyuseal?rl_esias.
and productive association W“'Endl
Institute.  The working relationep.
between IICA and the ID g /P
considerably over recen yGa?smWn J
added, resulting in an effectjyq i' he
gration of actions along lineg o cf(:le.
mon interest. After describing th.
variety of joint actions carrjeq out b >
IICA/IDB, Iglesias stated that 1hery
is atrue sense of trust ang rec.e
|procny'among the inter-Ame,_

; ican cooperation aggy,.

cies working for developmem'

This should serve asan
example to be continued
in the search for ways to
effectively complement
the talents and capabjj-
ties available inthe region,
in technical and financial
areas.

Senior officials from the United Na-

tions Development Fund for Women

(UNIFEM) said that they hoped that
IICA would continue to
make valuable contri-
butions, as it has done
since its inception.

IICA's contribution *has
been an excellent examplé
of the benefits of _coop'
eration between countries 0
the inter-America Sys"
tem." (Seymour
Mullings, Minister of Agr"
culture of Jamaica).
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Mexico:

SARH and IICA Join Forces to Combat the Fruit Fly

he Secretary of Agriculture and

Water Resources (SARH) of
Mexico, Carlos Hank Gonzalez, and
the Director General of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, signed a cooperation agree-
ment aimed at combatling fruit flies in
that country.

~

the 'approprialions made by the
Mexican authorities and the needs of
the program.

According the Gonzalez, “lICA will be
responsible for managing the program
andforselectingthe technical personnel

The cooperation agreement was signed in the Mexico Dining Foom.

The signing took place during a special
ceremony attended also by the Presi-
dent of Costa Rica, Rafael Angel
Calderon, the First Lady of that country,
Gloria Bejarano de Calderon, and the
Ministers of Agriculture of Guatemala,
Costa Rica, Honduras and Nicaragua.

Under the terms of the twelve-year
agreement, IICA will provide SARH
with technical and administrative
support in developing a national fruit
fly eradication program, with a view
to helping fruit growers improve the
quality of their produce and thus
improve their competitiveness.

During the life of the agreement, IICA -
through its Office in Mexico- will admin-
ister an average of US$5 million in
SARH resources annually, in line with

who will participate in the initiative,
which is of the utmost importance for
plant protection in Mexico."

This initiative complements other plant
protection services and activities in
Mexico which are being strengthened to
meet the requirements of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), which President George
Bush of the United States of America,
President Carlos Salinas de Gontari,
of the United States of Mexico, and
the Prime Minister of Canada, Brian
Mulroney have agreed to sign, once it
has been ratified by the legislative
bodies of each country.

The goal of this joint SARH-IICA action
is to eradicate from Mexico the many
different species of fruit fly, a pest

which causes millions of dollars in
damage every year. To this end,
emphasis will be placed on imple-
menting an integrated pest manage-
ment system, on releasing sterile
insects in the most severely affected
regions, and on designing and execu-
ting preventive measures aimed at
halting the introduction and spread of
exotic fruit fly varieties.

MEXICO DINING ROOM

Mexico's Secretary of Agriculture and
Water Resources, Hank Gonzalez,
who was in Costa Rica to participate
in the celebration of [ICA's fiftieth
anniversary, also inaugurated the new
Mexico Dining Room, whose interior
is of Mexican style. The dining room,
which is some 120 square meters in
size, was designed by Mexican archi-
tect Jose Briseno Lopez, of SARH. The
main dining room is spacious and can
be adapted for use as a meeting room.
One of the walls, built of wood, is remi-
niscent of Mexican artisanal woodwork.
Another wall serves a more practical
purpose, storing the folding panels
used to divide the room. The dining
room also has a movable piece of
furniture for storing glassware, and
which doubles as a serving area.

One of the more beautiful elements is
the wall at the head of the dining room,
covered with layers of tiles of volcanic
rock from Tezontle. The coffered
ceiling is covered with fabric. Adjust-
able lighting is provided by halogen
lamps. The furniture in the room
consists of traditional square tables,
accompanied by specially designed
chairs with brightly colored cushions.
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Guests Praise Contributions ot
Inter-American Cooperation

The Vice Minister of Agriculture of Spain, the
Secretary of Agriculture and Water Resources
of Mexico, and the Ministers of Agriculture of
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Saint
Lucia discuss the significance of ICA's fifty
years of inter-American cooperation.

Spain:
Vitality and Flexibility

According to the Vice Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food of Spain, Juan Antonio Blanco, fifty years of institu-
tional life is proof of the vitality of ICA, a dynamic agency that
over the years has lived up to its responsibilities in address-
ing the problems faced by the agricultural sector in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

The Spanish official added
that his country gives spe-
cial considerationto |ICA, as
exemplified by their joint
work in organizing the Tenth
Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA) and the Sixth Regu-
lar Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agricul-
ture (IABA) -lICA's govern-
ing body-, held in 1991 in
Madrid and which contrib-
uted to setting priorities for the sector in the twentieth

century. Inreiterating that the Americas will always receive
special attention from Spain, Blanco noted that IICA has

become a partner in implementing Spanish agricultural co-
operation in the region. He stated, “The multinational action
of the Institute is a valuable instrument in ensuring that our
cooperation reaps sound dividends."
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Guatemala:
Fruitful and Timely Cooperation

The Minister of Agriculture, Livesiock and Food (MAGA)of
Guatemala, Adolfo Boppel Camera, stated that the coop-
eration HICA has provided for fifty years has been “fruitful
and timely" for solving the most pressing agricultural prob-
lems of Latin America and the Caribbean.

In his judgement, the Insti-
tute has made significant
contributions to moderniza-
tion in the region, since ‘to-
day agriculture plays astra-
tegic role in promoting de-
velopment and protecting
the natural resource base,
which is necessary to én
sure the well-being of futuré
generations."

According to Minister Bop-
pel, the technical perso.nne
and consultants in the lICA Offices in the countriesare P>
fessional and well-trained." Accordingly, they have ma e
valuable contributions to the economic and social 9ro
the agricultural sector of the Americas. In this regard:
Pra.ised IICA's cooperation in fields such as agricuhura.
policy, agricultural cooperatives, agrarian reform and co
trol of coffee pests, among others.
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Honduras:
Agriculture, Backbone of the Economy

According to the Minister of Natural Resources, Mario Nufio
Gamero, thetheme of [ICA'sfiftieth anniversary celebrations,

. "Agriculture: Strength and Fu-
ture of the Americas" is espe-
cially applicable to Central
America and, in particular, to
Honduras, where agriculture is
the backbone of the economy.

Over these past five decades,
he added, the Institute has
played a prominent role in sup-
porting regional agriculture.

The Minister highlighted IICA's cooperation in Honduras,
where the government of President Rafael Leonardo
Callejas promotes the modernization of the economy and of
the agricultural sector, in particular. In noting that these are
changes that come about in the medium and long term, since
they involve “changing the way Hondurans think," the
Minister stressed the vital importance of international
cooperation.

Mexico:
Contribution tc Growth

According i the Secretary of Agriculture and Water
Resources (S/4t41+) of Mexico, Carlos Hank Gonzalez, over
[ICA's fifty years of msiitutional life, it has made an important
contribution i th oromic growth of the agricultural sector

and to environm=nial niotection in the Americas.

He added that “!ICA must receive everyone's support since
a stronger Institute is of vital importance to the countries of
the hemisphere.”

The Minister noted that agriculture, livestock, forestry, land
and water management are vital to all countries, and that “the
most important thing for human beings is their life, and
life requires the existence of forests that provide oxygen, and
a plentiful supply of food."

The Mexican minister of agri-
culture recognized IICA's
leadership in strengthening
economic and political ties
between Latin America and
the Caribbean, affirming that
‘Dr. (Martin E.) Pineiro has
carried out his mandate with
great vitality and has earned
the respect and trust of all the
Institute's member countries."

Photo/R. Escobar
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Nicaragua:
Adaptability

According to Roberto Rondon, Minister of Agriculture of
Nicaragua, IICA has contributed to agricultural development
in Latin America and the Caribbean throughout its history,
adjusting its technical cooperation to the needs of the
countries.

In his judgement, this
characteristic takes on new
importance as the |Institute
celebrates fifty years of insti-
tutional life; it shows that IICA
has developed the capability
to adapt to the challenges
of the day, in which competi-
tiveness is a key factor.

Rondon noted that the rela-
tionship between IICA and

* Nicaragua has been charac-
terized by openness and fluent communication. In this
regard, he underscored the willingness of the IICA Office in
Nicaragua to fulfill the requests of the various agencies of the
public agricultural sector.

AR

St. Lucia:
Benefits for the Caribbean

According to the Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries and
1St Luciz, Iva d'Auverone, “in ail truth we can say
immensely from

JARICOM ragion s bensfitied

1

nister apoke in tavor of A ST
ing the Instifute. “! s
is our responsibility tc set the
course for the future. The i
people of Latin America and

the Caribbean look to us for @& | "
leadership within the new 8 |
international context.”

He highlighted IICA's technical
cooperation in strengthening
animal and plant quarantine
systems in most CARICOM countries, and its assistance in
upgrading the planning capabilities of the ministries of
agriculture.

Photo/R. Escobar

He also praised the Directors General who, “through their
vision and guidance over IICA's fifty years of institutional life,
have given the Institute the prestige it enjoys today."




Brazil and Costa Rica Win

sthan, Alex Branco

lex Branco, from Brazil, and

Manuel Enrique Delgado, lrom
Costa Rica. wore awarded first and
second prizes, respoectively, In the
1992 |ICA Inter-American Pross
Award. which was one of the activitios
to commemorate the fiftieth anniver-

sary of the Institute

The awards were approved unani-
mously by the international panel of
judges, who also awarded honorable
mentions to Debby Jacob, from
Trinidad and Tobago; Juan Danell
Sanchez, of Mexico; and Marco Anto-
nio Bonetti, of Brazil.

Branco and Delgado received their
awards during the principal ceremony
of the celebrations, held on October 7
at [ICA Headquarers.

The contest, which was open to jour-
nalists of the written press and from
international press agencies, drow
entries from 17 Latin American and
Caribbean countries. National jurios
selected the two best works from each
country, which were subsequently
submitted to the members of the inter-
national jury.

10

for to Costa Hica, Lula Jorge Hangel de Castro (left), presonts

Inter-America Press Award

(X

Branco, who works for the magazine
Dirigente Rural, was awarded the first
prize of US$3,000 and Delgado, who
works lor the magazine Panorama
Internacional, was awarded
US$1,500.

The members of the panel indicated
that they considered Branco's article,

The Minlater of Agriculture of Costa Rica,
Manuel Delgado, second prize winner,

propared wWith atsam o ooz Orator
o be consistent with the g 1‘1;
thermes of the comest, “The 5, 'l
Agriculture in the New Im’""f?/'xa

Hetting.”

The anicle, entitled *A Gualidade ¢,
fiol do mercado,” deals with a reley 4,
topic that is closely linked o the re,,
challenges faced by agricufture, 14,
factual, informative aricle that frakes
good use of information sources e
i written in an aftractive and acce,
sible style,

Manuel Enrique Delgadd’s aricle A
salvar la industria bananeral® yzg
selected by the judges because of the
importance of the topic, the approps
ate use of information sources, #s
style and structure, as well as the
journalist's insights into the subject.

The international jury consisted of the
Director of the School of Mass Com-
munications of the University of Costa
Rica, Luis Montoya; the Director of the
daily newspaper La Nacion of San
Jose: the President of the Commis-
sion on Freedom of the Press and In-
formation of the Inter-American Press
Society (£11?), Eduardo Ulibari; and
the Director of Programming and
Evaluation of lICA and the Advisor to
the Director General, Manuel B.
Otero.

Juan Rafael Lizano (left), presents the award 0



France Awards Cross of Agricultural
Merit to Director General

he Government of France made

the Director General of IICA,
Martin E. Pineiro, an Officerinthe Order
of Agricultural Merit for his vision and
leadership in promoting agriculture
as the basis for a new style of develop-
ment.

The French ambassador to Costa Rica,
Helene Dubois, bestowed the honor
upon Pineiro during a formal ceremony
celebrating the Institute's fiftieth anni-
versary.

*He is deserving of our admiration for
his tireless efforis and ardent defense
of a more jusi economic world order,"
she said.

The ambassador praised Pifeiro

for his vision, adding that it is "admi-

rable that he was able to foresee,

design and develop an agriculture-

based development scheme for the

region, given the politically difficult
situation of a Latin America submerged
in the 'lost decade'.”

She also emphasized Pineiro's con-
stant support for the activities of French
institutions in Latin America during his
tenure as Director General.

According to Dubois, *This collabora-
tion has borne fruit. IICA and French
cooperation agencies are working
together on nine initiatives, produce
joint publications and share the belief
that economic growth and social
well-being can be achieved through
agriculture."

Phplo/FL Escobar

The award s also a recognition for the efforts of
the Director General to strengthen cooperative
ties between France and the region.
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cooperation actions.

issued, Aguilar recalled t
in 1967 and 1972, on the

agriculture in the Americas."
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[ICA Commemorated on Postage Stamps

everal Latin American and Caribbean countries issued postage stamps ~ 785% | T §ieoc [ g1
and postmarks to commemorate the Institute's fiftieth anniversary. SN B N

Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala and Paraguay are among the countries
whose philatelic societies issued stamps on [ICA. With slight variations, allof
the stamps reproduce the poster designed by Olman Trigueros, of lICA'sart | ¢
department, which depicts,ona black or white background, the golden tas;el
of 2 corn stalkin bloom. The stamp also bears lICA's motto for the celebration
*Agriculture: Strength and Future of the Americas."

Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago issued postmarks with phrases referring to the Institute and its technical
In the two circles of the postmark in Suriname are the words “lICA: 50 years of service to Latin

America,” and in the second, “10 years
Strength and Future of the Caribbean.”

In Costa Rica, the National Director of Communications

in E. Pifeiro, during a special ceremony hel :
e R hat thii waz the third time Costa Rica had issued a stamp on lICA; the others were issued

occasion of the Institute's twenty-fifth and thirtieth anniversaries.

In Guatemala, the stamp was presented by.the
Honduras by the Director of the Postal Service,
an executive decree, authorities noted that lICA

o
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in Suriname.” The postmark in Trinidad and Tobago reads "Agriculture:

 Victor Aguilar, presented the stamp to the Director General
d at Headquarters. In noting that 250,000 stamps had been

Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Food, Adolfo Boppel, and in
Roberto Moncada. In Paraguay, where stamps were issued under
“has been a positive force in upgrading technology and improving

e
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hroughout 1992, IICA celg-

brated its fiftieth anniversary In
all of its Member States, with activities
{o foster reflection on and discussion
of the strategic importance of the agri-
cultural sector.

Secretary Regunaga sustgined that
current challenges include increasing
competitiveness while making sognd
use of natural resources and alle\(lat-
ing rural poverty, which are possible
because of the human and natural

Celebrations Throughout the Hemipshere

Government officials, technical ex-
perts, representatives from non-gov-
emmental organizations, cooperation
and funding agencies participated in
seminars and other fora. Followingis
a summary of just a few of these activi-
ties.

ARGENTINA

A seminar on the challenges faced by
the agricultural sector in Argentina
vis-a-vis the new world scenario was
held in Buenos Aires fo commemo-
rate lICA's anniversary. Topics of dis-
cussion included agricultural com-
petitiveness and the measures that
must be taken to achieve it. Pariici-
pants included the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Livestock and Fisheries,
Marcelo Regunaga.

The Director General of lICA, Martin
E. Piheiro, accompanied by the Direc-
tor of External Relations, Jorge Wer-
thein, also participated in the activity.

Also present were the former Under
Secretary of Agriculture of the United
States, Dale Hathaway; Under Secre-
taries of Economic Policy and Eco-
nomic Studies of the Ministry of Econ-
omy and Public Services, Alejandro
Mayoral and Juan Carlos del Bello, re-
speclively; and the President of the
National Institute of Agricultural Tech-
Qology (INTA), Felix Cirio. Other par-
licipants included the presidents of the
Rural Association of Argentina,
Eduardo de Zavalia; of the Agrarian
Federation of Argentina, Humberio
Volando; and of the International
As_.sociation of Agricultural Econo-
mists, Csaba Csaki.
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newspaper Correio Braziliengg
sponsored by the Ministry of Aari
ture, the Brazilian Institute of Ag?cul.
tural Research (EMBRAPA)_ lhekr:qm'
tional Department of Ruyra| Dev%a.
ment and Cooperatives, the n. "
Nordeste do Brasil and the g

. P
Association of Zebu Ranchey AZilian

S,

Discussion focused on the need fo,

eve
icul-

complementarity in order to ach;
and maintain high levels of agr

The seminar gave fise to important discussions. From !sit {o right at the head table are: Carlos
Garramon, lICA Representative; Juan Felipe Yriart, President of the Esquel Group Foundation;
saba Csaki, President of the Intemational Association of Agricultural Economists; Martin E.
Fineiro, Director General of lICA; Dale Hathaway, former Under Secretary of Agriculture of the -
United States and President of the National Center for Food and Agricultural Policy; and Jorge

Werthein, IICA's Director of External Relations.

resource potential and the flow of
capital and technology. With this activ-
ity, Carlos Garramon concluded his
functions as IICA Representative in
Argentina. He moves on to head an
important project under CONASUR,
an advisory forum of ministers of agri-
culture, of which he served as first
coordinator,

BRAZIL

‘Competitiveness Through Integra-
tion," was the theme of a seminar held
in Brazil to celebrate the fiftieth anni-
versary of lICA. The seminar was
organized by |ICA/Brazil and the daily

tural competitiveness, within the con-
text of integration.

Participants included government offi
cials, the Director General of ICA8M
specialists on rural economy, technt
cal experts and farmers.

COLOMBIA

As part of the activities to comm%
rate IICA's anniversary, COl S
organized an exhibition.whlchLuis
cluded oil paintings and prints by

German Ardila Millan, Luls Ed'utaoria
Garzon Flores, lise Gordon, Vie™
E. Newman and Luis F. Uribe:




Government authorities
and representatives of in-
ternational agencies, as
well business leaders,
participated in the meet-
ings held to celebrate
lICA's fiftieth anniversary.

Site of a seminar on the projections for
development and competitiveness in
the agricultural sector of Chile. Partici-
pants included government ministers,

heads. of public services, farmers
and diplomats.

IICA Headquarters was represented by
the Assistant Deputy Director General
for Operations, Alfonso Cebreros.
Speakers included the Ministers of the

The celebra t{ons_ in Colombia included a photography exhibition. From left to rightare: the lICA
Representative in that country, Edgardo Moscardi; the Director General, Martin E. Pirieiro; and
former lICA Diracior Geperal, Amando Samper.

Costa Rica

In celebration of the Institute's anni-
versary, the IICA Office in Costa Rica
organized a seminar on the impact of
economic policies on the sustainable
development of the agri-food sector.
The seminar was co-sponsored by the
National University of Costa Rica.

The seminar was divided into four
one-day sessions and the topics ad-
dressed were international trade and
economic and social development; the
modernization and diversification of the
agri-food sector; investment and insti-
tutional change; and strategies for
- haturalresource use, management and
- conservation,

of the activities to celebrate
niversary, Santiago was the

Treasury and of Agricuiture, Alejandro
Foxley and Juan Agustin Figuerca,
respectively; and Deputy S

Secretary
-

In Chile, the Assistant Deputy Director General for Operations, Alfonso Cebreros (right), met

Maximiliano Cox. Also participating
were the presidents of the National
Agricultural Association, Jorge Prado;
of the Southern Agricultural Consor-
tium, Marcelo Hoffman; of the Confed-
eration of Farmers, Domingo Duran;
small-farmers were represented by
Francisco Leon.

Accordingto the |ICA Representativein
Chile, Alfredo Alonso, Minister Foxley
aptly reflected the spirit of this activity
when he stated, "It's time to sit down
and seek new responses to new
problems."

El Salvador

Salvadorans were able to learn more
about |ICA and its cooperation activities
over the past five decades through
radio and television programs.

In a radio speech, the [ICA Repre-
sentative in El Salvador, Mariano
Olazabal, spoke about the different
activities carried out by the Institute,
highlighting the challenges involved in
modernizing the sectorin orderto attain
the goals of competitiveness, equity
and sustainability. Several short TV
programs on the Institute's activities

were aisg aired.

s
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with the Deputy Foreign Minister, Enrique Vargas and the Mexican Ambassador, Horacio

Flores de la Peha.
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GUATEMALA

The National Palace of Guatemala
served as the backdrop for the cele-
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Institute. The Minister of Agriculture,
Adolfo Boppel and the First Lady,
Magda Bianchi de Serrano were
among the guests.

In the celebration -during which a
commemorative postage stamp was
presented to the IICA Representative
in Guatemala, Virgilio Paredes- the
speakers highlighted the challenges
faced by the agricultural sector, and
the role of technical cooperation in
finding solutions to these challenges.

NICARAGUA

Nicaragua shared in the celebrations
of lICA's anniversary with a panel dis-
cussion on agricultural policies for
sustainable development.

Panelists included the Minister of
Agriculture, Roberto Rondon; the
Minister-Director of the Nicaraguan
Agrarian Reform Institute (INRA),
Bohanerges Matus; on behalf of lICA,
the Assistant Deputy Director General
for Operations, Alfonso Cebreros, and

The Minister of Agriculture of Nicaragua, Roberto Rondon (second from the left),
IICA; the Minister-Director of INRA, Bohanerges Matus;
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the IICA Representative in Nicaragua,
Alfonso Chirinos.

Minister Rondon spoke of the cha!-
lenges of moderization, technologi-
cal development, competitiveness
and equity, all framed by a judicious
use of natural resources. The Minister
of Agrarian Reform discussed the link
between land use and sustainable
development.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Several activities were held in this
Caribbean nation to celebrate IICA's
fifty years of institutional life.

The IICA Representative, Joan Wal-
lace, coordinated an art contest for
high school students under the theme
of "The World of Agriculture."

Scholarships were also established
for the children of rural families to
motivate interest in agriculture among
the new generations of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Also introduced was a new stamp
bearing the theme of the fiftieth anni-
versary "Agriculture: Strength and
f~uture of the Americas."

URUGUAY

In Montevideo, aseminar was he
agriculture in Uruguay seen
international perspective, At
was the president of Uruguay,
berto Lacalle, who stresseq the im
portance of improving conditiong fo;
marketing agricultural Commoditieg
stating that "our production efforts wil
be in vain unless we are able tq sell
our products.”

fom the
tendin
Luis Al

This, he added, is one of the Major
problems facing the world today. A|.
though it is not as sensational as the
news on Sarajevo, the Middle East,
volcanic eruptions or floods, the fing|
impact, if no satisfactory answer js
found, "can be much more devastat-
ing than any of these other catastro-
phes."

“... our production efforts will
be in vain unless we are able to
sell our products." (Luis
Alberto Lacalle, President of
Uruguay).

participated on the panel. With him are Alfonso Cebreros, o
and IICA's Representative, Alfonso Chirinos.




The Minister of Livestock, Agriculture
and Fisheries, Alvaro Ramos, spoke on
the role of agriculture in the new
regional and international context.
IICA's Director of Southemn Area
Operations, Carlos Rucks, served as

the rapporteur.

The Director General of ICA, Martin E.
pPineiro, spoke on agricultural moderni-
zation: a challenge for the future.
The rapporteur for this session was
the Institute’s Director of External
Relations, Jorge Werthein.

Venezuela

"Venezuela: Agriculture in the Twenty-
first Century" was the theme of a
seminar held in Caracas to comme-
morate the fiftieth anniversary of IICA's
institutional life.

The Minister of Agriculture and Live-
stock, Jonathan Coles, spoke on the
situation of agricullure in Venezuela

and his foreca = 2 year 2000. The
Director Genera' of ICA, Martin E.
Piheiro, spol e challenges
facing the sec 1990s.

The Director General of IICA (left) inaugurated the seminarin Venszuela. With him are the President
of FEDEAGRO, Cruz Hemandsz; the advisor of the Latin America and Canbbean Bank, Miguel
Rodrniguez; the Minister of Agriculture and Livestock, Jonathan Coles; the IICA Representative,
Diego Londono; and the Director of Andean Area Operations, Dario Bustamants.

Other speakers included Miguel from the Institute of Foreign Trade;
Rodriguez F., an advisor fromthe World Fernando Castro, Sectoral Director
Bank; Miguel Rodriguez Mendoza, General of Agricultural Planning

~ nracant ot r f oy
+H  nepraseniaiive In Vene-
;- e iy IR gt I r
Zueia, Liego Lonaono, presiaed over

the closing session of the seminar

In celebrating fity years of technical
cooperation to the countries of the
Americas, and in contrast with other
celebrations, |ICA sponsored activities
to stimulate discussion and analysis,
with broad participation in each
Member State. In so doing, the Insti-
tute clearly showed that it is truly a
forum for reflection and action in the
strategically important area of
agriculture.

A seminar on Uruguayan agriculture in the intemational context was heid in Montevideo.
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Photo/IN. F scobing

uring a visit to lICA Headquar-
D ters. the Chairman of the Earth
Council, Maurice Strong, announced
that 1ICA will provide supportin estab-
lishing the Council, created by the
United Nations Conference
on Environment and Devel-
opment (UNCED).

ng, who served as Sec-
tary of the UNCED, held in

e Janeiro, Brazil, in June
this year, met with lICA’'s

and other officials to discuss the
Insttute's support. "We are going to
work very closely with lICA," he said.

Pifeiro stated that ICA and the Coun-
oil will identify topics of developmenl in
which they can work together in pur-
suit of common objectives. He went

[ICA to Support
Earth Council

on to say that the Institute can provide
support in specific technical areas
and. since it is a multilateral agency, it

e el

The Director General of ICA, Martin E. Pineiro (left), and the Chairman of the Earth Council,
Waurice Strong, examine different ways of cooperation between the two organizations.

The Earth Council, 1o be headquar-
tered in Costa Rica, was created 10
support and facilitate follow-up and
implementation of decisions ap-
proved during the Rio summit. It will
begin operations next year.

The Council will be made up of spe-
cialists with broad experience in the
fields of natural resource conserva-
tion and development. It will promote
public discussion and dissemination
of information on topics and key is-
sues related to the environment and
economic development worldwide.
16

can offer the administrative flexibility
the Council will need to operate
throughout the Americas.

MOMENTUM

Strong stressed the need to keep the
momentum generated in Rio going,
gnd lo encourage world leaders to
implement and follow up on the
commitments they acquired at the
Earth Summit,

These commitments are set forth in
the Agenda 21, the objective of which

is to serve as a framework for action
to orient environmental protectiq,
and economic growth, as wel| as the
conventions on climatic change anq
biodiversity, and a declaration of prin-
ciples on forests.

The Earth Council was gs.
tablished to support the work
of the United Nations, ang
the results of its work are to
be submitted to the UN.
General Assembly, the
U.N.'s Sustainable Develop-
ment Commission, governments, in-
ternational organizations, citizens'
groups and the general public.

Last October, during a meeting in
Washington, D.C. with members of
the Council's organizing committee,
Strong stated that the Council *...will
not seek confrontation and will not
follow a given ideology."

To the contrary, he said that the Coun-
cil will promote objectivity, transpar-
ency and participation, and will foster
dialogue among different interests

The Earth Council, to be
headquartered in Costa
Rica, was created to support
and facilitate follow-up and
implementation of decisions
approved during the R{o
summit. It will begin
operations next year.

and points of view. In this regafd-,he
explained that the Council will p'rOV'de
any person or organization with ac
cess to objective and reliable informa-

tion on the matters addressed in RIO:




- Under Secretary of Agriculture

Pholo/f1, Escobar

ﬁré Undsr Secretary oI}g;cu]m\re of the
United States becomes acquainted with IICA
Headquarters, accompanied by the Director

of the United States Visits [ICA
D uring a visit to the Headquarters of IICA, the Under Secretary of
- Agriculture of the United States, Anne M. Veneman, highlighted
ICA's new role in the changes taking place in the hemisphere.*

On October 12, Veneman met with the Director General, Martin E. Pineiro,

the Director of External Relations, Jorge Werthein, and other Institute
officials.

The Under Secretary noted that “international cooperation is more
important than ever® in the new world context.

She also stressed the role of agriculture in the future of the region, given

the hemisphere's urgent need to increase food production, strengthen
trade and create jobs.

This was herfirst visit to IICA Headquarters, although she has participated
in various Institute activities. Veneman headed her country's delegation
to the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), which was held in Madrid in September 1991. At that time,
the Director General invited Veneman to visit the headquarters of this
inter-American agency.

:
g

T

General.
i

/

In Search of Sustainable Development with a Gender Perspective

wo issues of great importance
today, sustainable development
and the gender perspective, were
analyzed in 2 first-of-its-kind training
activity organized by the Socioeco-
nomic Program of the Regional Office

for Central America of the World
Conservation Union (IUCN).

The course-workshop, entitled “Gender
and Sustainable Develocpment in
Central America,” received financial
support from the International Develop-

At

PR

Miram Abramovay, of IUCN (center), indicated that conservation, sustainability and gender are
elsments of the subregional deveiopment projects. With her are Fabiola Campllio, of lICA, and

Alberto Salas, Costa Rican representative to IUCN.

ment Research Centre (IDRC) of Ca-
nada. It was held at ICA Headquarters
from October 13-24 and attended by 21
technicians from all the countries of the
isthmus.

Miriam Abramovay, coordinator of the
aforementioned Program as well as the
workshop, said that, as a resuii of the
course, each participant is now in a po-
sition to plan and implement sustain-
able development projects with a gen-
der perspective, that is, taking into
consideration the social, cultural and
economic differences that exist be-
tween menand women in acommunity.

She explained that the workshop had
given participants an opportunity to
learn more about the variables of con-
servation, sustainability and gender,
and how to incorporate them into their
proposals. "Having taken a critical look
attheories and statistical data, they can
stress the gender dimension in their
day-to-day efforts."
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H enri Carsalade, Director Gen-

eral of the Center for Interna-
tional Cooperation in Agricultural Re-
search for Development (CIRAD), of
France, stated that a European con-
sortium, made up of four agricultural
research centers, will expand its sup-
port for Latin America and the Carib-

bean.

During an official visit to ICA this No-
vember 2, Carsalade added that
these new actions will add to the work
which began several months ago
when a decision was made to provide
support for staple grain research in
Central America and for groups of
countries interested in promoting
small rural enterprises.

The European Consortium for Agricul-
tural Research in the Tropics, of which
CIRAD i1s 2 member, is made up cen-
ters from the Netherlands, France,
Portugal and Great Britain. It was es-
tablished in Amsterdam in June 1991
and involves some 2,000 scientists
and techniczal experis.

Carsalade met with officials from the
Institute, with whom he reviewed co-
operzation relztions between CIRAD
and lICA. These relations, which he
described as “extremely fruitful,* date
back to 1978.

Latin America and the Caribbean:

European Consortium To Expapg
Support for Agricultural Researgy,

Regarding possible coopera!ion be-
tween IICA and the Consortium, he
added that the Institute provides the
perfect institutional framewor.k for
cooperation aimed at contributing to
economic and social well-being in
Latin America. "We are in the early
stages of discussions, but there is
good reason to believe that joint ac-
tions will be initiated in the future," he

added.

He also signed a letter of understand-
ing with the Director General of l1ICA,
Martin E. Pineiro, through which
CIRAD's Department of Agri-food
and Rural Systems will support the
activities of lIICA's PRODAR pro-

gram.

Photo/R. Escobar

Henn Carsalade, Director General of CIRAD,

bined efforis of international, regional
and subregional agencies and na-
tional institutions.

PRODAR (Rural Agroindustrial De-
velopment Program) is an ambitious
cooperative endeavor that seeks to
improve the standard of living of
small-scale farmers through the com-

——————————————

Pholo/A, Escobar

L.H. Davis leaves [ICA

sition as Deputy Director General ther i identloy
: e to become Vice President [0
International Programs of the University of Georgia.

I n October, L. Harlan Davis, from the United States, left [ICA and his po-

'S(;:‘i{]‘g"}r‘:g"]g l;nks between Latin America and the Caribbean, active suppor
el implca Agncullyre Research and Training Center (CATIE), and 8
e lh:rest in sust'amgble development and technology transfer aré only
e Sl::e:shwhlch mterqsted Davis during his tenure at [ICA. UPP"
istrative activig'e th at the experience of participating in technical and adm'™
offered bYOﬂicil:Isf ad been "enriching and fruitful* During a celebratio”
thanked Davi sIrom Headquarters, the Director General, Martin E. Pineiro:
avis for his useful and valuable collaboration.

—
o




Cooperation with Donor Countries

Sweden and HCA:

Cooperation for Today's Needs

vor the last five years, Sweden and IICA have devel-
O oped a very dynamic working relationship, character-
izod by joint actions aimed at meeting changing needs that
ariso in the countries as a result of changing conditions.

In a context marked by profound changes in political and
economic relations, topics such as competitiveness, integra-
tion and equity are taking on new meaning in regional efforts
to ensure economic growth and social well-being.

The search for answers in this
process provided fertile
ground for cooperation be-
tween |ICA and Sweden, a
Nordic country with nearly 9
million inhabitants and
449,964 square kilometers of
territory, which considers
support for development as
one of the objectives of its
foreign policy.

"
.....

Two of its principal coopera-
tion agencies, SAREC and
SIDA, work with the Institute
on policies for agriculture and
rural women. SAREC is the

e

Photo/J.M. Gutiérrez, Guatemala

Development Authority.

Swedish Agency for Re- Both initiative
search Cooperation with De-  The. Central American region is a privileged targst of Swedish  America, asL
. . tion. e
veloping Countries, and SIDA i by Swedish Y
is the Swedish International Swedenrecog npC
e f 1 e d

SAREC, which is attached to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
is very well known in Latin America. It has made important
bilateral contributions in countries such as Argentina,
Uruguay, Cuba and Nicaragua.

Italso executes a program to support 23 research institutes,
the objective of which is to prepare documentation and meth-
odologies for analyzing economic and social development.
Throughits International Research Program, SAREC collabo-
rates with the International Maize and Wheat Improvement
Center (CIMMYT), the International Center for Tropical
Agriculture (CIAT) and the International Potato Center (CIP).

Through IICA's Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning
Program, SAREC has developed a project entitled "Analysis
of the Impact of Macroeconomic Policies and Structural

Adjustment on Agriculture.” This initiative has helped the
countries meet the challenges arising from the new economic
environment, which is characterized by economic liberaliza-
tion, opening up to world markets, and a new role for the state.

Of special importance are the contributions of the project in
drafting proposals related to economic policy, institutional
reforms and investment programs that contribute to growth
with equity. (See separate article.)

With SIDA, IICA executes two
. projects: “Harmonization of
%3 Agricultural Policies in the

¥/ CORECA Countries® and
¥ “Training in Mass and Group
i Communications Techniques
for Governmental and Private
§ Organizations Working with
Women in Central America
and Panama.” (See separate
- articles.) The latter is exe-
| cuted in close collaboration
= with the Inter-American Agri-
" cultural Documentation and
Information Center (CIDIA), a

.. specialized unit of the IICA.

A5

mocratization process under way there by camyin
actions to promote economic and social development. Aidis
coordinated through the Swedish embassy in Guatemala.

The economy of Central America has become a topic of
interest for other sectors in Sweden, so much so that
Swedish students do graduate work on the subject, with
support from |ICA.

Trade and the environment are other topics that receive
support from Swedish cooperation.  Specifically, the
School of Economics of the University of Stockholm is
examining an |ICA proposal to study these issues, which
will give continuity to the dynamic relationship which has
developed over the past five years.
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ince 1988, IICA has been exe-
S cuting aprojectto analyze f\lwd
provide advisory services on agricul-
tural policy, with financial support
from the Swedish Agency for Re-
search Cooperation with Developing
Countries (SAREC).

Through this initiative, the countries
of Latin Amenca and the Caribbean
(LAC) have received assistance.in
implementing economic policies, In-
vestment programs and institutional
reforms introduced in the 1980s and
early 1990s in response 10 the eco-
nomic and financial crisis.

working Together to Meet
New Challenges

cies and investment pro_grams, whnchtI:
have declinedintheregion asares t
of the financial crisis and subsequen

state reform policies.

To this end, project strategy has
placed emphasis on research, tech-
nical support, trai

ning and the ex-

The project has helped make it possible to meet the challenges posed by the new economic

sstung

In addition, the project has also
served 1o help the countries meet the
challenges arising from the new eco-
nomic environment, which is charac-
lerized by economic liberalization, an
opening up 1o world markets, and a
new role for the state.

More specifically, support has fo-
cused on evaluating the impact of
macroeconomic policies on the agri-
food sector in LAC, and on strength-
ening capabilities for analyzing and
providing advice on agricultural poli-
20

change of experiences and results, in
glose collaboration with the IICA Of-
fices in the member countries and

other initiatives carried out by Pro-
gram |.

Considerable technical cooperation
effots are required for upgrading
capabilities to analyze and advise on
economic policies for agriculture and
Invesiment programs, Because of
this, the project expanded its scope to

include analysis of the implications for

agriculture and the rural poor of

changes in economic policies by,
about as a result of economic o
and trade liberalization,

Ought
Pening

This ambitious four-year initiative has
already produced a series of results
including: :

* consolidation of an approach fo
designing, implementing and adjust-
ing macroeconomic and sectoral poli-
cies, and for determining their effect
on agricultural development;

* preparation of proposals for eco-
nomic policies, institutional reforms
and investment programs that will
contribute to growth with equity, and
which are consistent with the opening
of the economies; and

* better understanding of the interrela-
tionships among macroeconomic and
sectoral policies and agriculture.

—

The initiative has served
to assist the Latin
American and Carib-
bean countries in imple-
menting economic
policy, investment pro-
grams and institutional

reform.
/




otivated by their inter-
M est to help incorporate
the agricultural sector fully
into the integration process
in Central America, |ICA
and the Swedish Intematio-
nal Development Authority
(SIDA) are working together
on a project entitled "Har-
monization of Agricultural
Policies in the CORECA
Countries.”

[ICA and SIDA:

the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC) in
1989.

The PLANLAC, which is co-
ordinated by IICA, offers
strategic guidelines for agri-
cultural development based
on the modemization of the

Committed to Integration
in Central America

Working in close coordina-
tion with the CORECA
Secretariat, a forum of the
Central American ministers
of agriculture, the project
has come to complement
efforts being undsriaken to

comply with =z mandate is-
sued during e summit
meetingof C=i=! American
presidents (~~i 3. Guate-
mala, June 1350}, calling for

the formulation o/ = coordi-
nated agriculiural pelicy.

To this end, ihe project has
contributed to preparing a
conceptual framework for
programming actions to
ensure agriculture's partici-
pation in the development of
the subregion. At a practical
level, proposals have been
drafted and discussed,
and work has begun to
harmonize policies.

RENEWED IMPORTANCE

Danilo Herrera, an |ICA
Specialist and coordinator of
the project, explained that
the issue of agricultural inte-
gration took on new impor-
tance with the approval of

production structure and in-
stitutions, equitable develop-
ment and sustainable
production. It gives new
priority to the role of agricul-
ture, domestic and regional
markets, joint action among
countries and social develop-
ment.

In this context, the Ceniral
American countries are faced
with the chalienge of deve:-
oping a common agrcutura
policy, which wili require first
a harmonization <7 ¢

tural policies. I
this process, the project crew
up a concepiual framewoix
which identifies at least (hree

groups of policies:

SuUppPUl: A

- those that are the responsi-
bility of the minister of agricul-
ture and need to be harmo-
nized: plant protection and
information systems, quality
standards, technology devel-
opment and others.

-those in which responsibility
is shared, for example: trade
policies, non-tariff barriers,
tariffs, and others.

- those formulated by the
central banks of the countries
that affect agricultural devel-

7———7—

opment: exchange rates
cred-it, interest rates and
others.

The project has contributed
to achieving its objective by
preparing a work plan and
methodologies for harmoniz-
ing agricultural policies, as
well as proposals for harmo-
nizing agricultural trade poli-
cies, especially as relates to
the implementation of a price
band system for staple com-
modities. Joint efforts have
been carried out with the
technical teams in the coun-
tries. Inaddition, training was
provided for the evaluation
and analysis of policies af-
fecting agricultural develop-
ment, essentially by training
technical personnel to use
the Information System for
Agricultural Policy Analysis
(SIAPA).

More specifically, this train-
ing focuses on data and in-
formation retrieval, technical
tools for processing and
analyzing these data, and
the preparation of reports
on topics relevant to
agriculture.

*The goal is to use training to
strengthen the capabilities
of technical experts to for-
mulate policy proposals
aimed at modemnizing the
sector and the agricultural-
agroindustrial complex,”
Herrera explained.
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publishe

*Centroamerica en Cifras” (Ce

The book is a database of tables containing economic,
social and political indicators relevant to the subregion.
The first edition, entitled “Centroamérica: La Crisis in
Cifras" (Central America: The Crisis in Figures), was
published in 1986 and contained information for each of
the years of the 1979-1985 period.

Thanks to the support of these two Swedish agencies,
FLACSO and |ICA now offer this second edition, which
expands and updates the information through 1989.
The book may also be obtained along with a set of
diskettes containing all the data from both editions.
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[ICA-SIDA Project: )
A Pioneer Effort on Behall
of Rural Women

he IICA/SIDA-sponsored "Women and Com-
T munications Project," a pioneer effort on behalf
of rural women, has been benefitting members of gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) in Central America since 1990, providing
intensive training in social communications theory and
technigues with a focus on gender.

The first stage of the initiative concludes this Decem- L

ber. Itis one of the major instruments executed by

CIDIA -a specialized unit of the Institute- to promote
development for women.

™

The project combines motivation with basic; instruction {n analy;ing gendar-
related issues, and seeks to propose solutions to the difficult situation faced

by rural women.

It also reinforces subregional communication through dis-
semination of mass and group communication techniques.
Reflecting current needs, the project has combined motiva-
tion and basic instruction in the analysis of gender-related
issues, with a view 1o proposing solutions to the difficult
situation faced by rural women. The project is based on four

pillars: diagnosis, training, production and information net-
WOrks

The training provided over three years benefitted 124 public
and private entities working for the development of rural
women. This represents an average of 25 entities per

'
country in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua
and Cosla Rica. Also benefitting were some 179 technical
personnel and specialists -36 per county, most of them
women- of whom 142 had had some type of technical edu-
cation previously.

The project began in 1990 in Costa Rica with the first
intemnational workshop on this topic. The workshop was
atlended by participants from four countries of the
subregion, who pledgedto share the knowledge gained with
their organizations and countries. A second international

meeting look place in 1992, which dealt with the production
of videos.

However, the most imporiant work of the project was that of
the national workshops held during 1991-1992, They were
of varying duration and included modules on the gender
approach and an introduction o communications, Four

areas of work were addressed: videos, audiovisuals, radio
and printed materials.

Through these efforts, participants were trained as *produ-
cers of messages*: 83 in printed malerials, 78 in radio and

84inaudiovisuals and television, The goal of the workshops
22

was to ensure that the activities and messages prepared by
the participants were effective and consistent in terms of
gender, and, at the same time, that they have greater
impact through the use of the communications media.
Another goal was to have trainees share their experiences
with other leaders, enabling their institutions and internal
and external training units to produce the educational-com-
munications materials needed for their work.

As aresult of the project's activity in E| Salvador, a proposal
was made to create a training pregram on rural women and
communications, designed by those in charge of the proj-
ect, their national support team and the IICA Office in that
country. The initiative is currently under study, and will be
submitted to donor agencies for funding.

Also a product of the national workshops were printed
materials and radio and television programs dealing with
women'sissues. Abook "Detras de Bastidores" (Behindthe
Scenes), written by Miriam Abramovay and lleana Ramirez,
was published. Itexamines the messages produced by cer-

tain organizations working on behalf of women in Costa
Rica and Brazil,

A.Iso, a document entitled Rural Woman Report was cort
Piled and published, containing a data base and information
on hundreds of documents and materials for dissemination
Prepared by 270 agencies that work with rural women and
produce educational-communications materials. The Re-
port, which has become a valuable reference document,
con§ists of three volumes. The first describes the work of
the institutions (80.8% are NGOs, and 19.2% are gover™
mental organizations) and the communications resources
at their disposal, The second is a directory of the instt""
tions. The third is a compilation of documents that makes
up the Rural Woman Information Network.

§
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Action in the Countries

Urugua}’I

Pifieiro proposes changes in
international cooperation

he Director General of [ICA,

Martin E. Pineiro, stated at the
FAO Regional Assembly in Uruguay
that international cooperation must un-
dergo changes, given the new ap-
proaches to development and the chal-
lenges of the current world context.

While in Montevideo in early October,
Pineiro was invited to attend the Parlia-
ment as a special guest of the Agricul-
ture Commission of the Chamber of
Deputies. He also participated in a
working luncheon with the directors of
agricultural institutions in that country.

Inhis address to the members of Parlia-
ment, the Director General analyzed
the challenges of ihie new international
context for countries such as Uruguay
and Argentina, and cutlined possible
lines of action for reactivating and

General of IICA.

_modern.izing agriculture. In underscor-
Ing the importance of integration, he
noted that "MERCOSUR is the path,we
must follow to ensure  the economic
and social future of our countries. (...)
Problems resulting from integration
must be corrected with short-term
solutions, but without altering the time
frames or goals of integration.”

Integration was again the topic of dis-
cussion in his meeting with rural lead-
ers, which focused on the outlook for
MERCOSUR, relations with the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) and the role of agriculture in
both. The meeting was attended by the
leaders of organizations such as the
Rural Association and the Federated
Agrarian Cooperatives, as well as the
IICA Representativesin Uruguay and
Argentina, Amaldo Veras and Carlos

Garramon, respectively.
At the FAO Assembly

In his address to the Regional Assem-
bly of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO),
Pineiro proposed new approaches to
technical cooperation, the strengthen-
ing of such agencies as fora where the
countries can build consensus on
different issues, and greater collabo-
ration among United Nations and
regional agencies.

He pointed out that the multilateral
agencies of today developed in re-
sponse to conditions that "we now
recognize have been outdated by
circumstances." He added that the
bases of the new proposal for interna-
tional cooperation in an interdependent
world of shared interests and common
needs should be solidarity, open dia-
logue and the sharing of responsibili-
ties, to differing degrees, by rich and
poor nations. In his judgement, the end
of the Cold War means that many of
FAQC's mandates will take on renewed
importance.

Natural e and environmental
conservation, food security and its
connection with poverty and hunger,
uncontrolled migration and regional
and international agricultural trade "are
the framework in which we must build a
commonagenda fora newand more ro-
bust style of multilateral cooperation.*

FeSOUITE

Multilateral agencies should serve as
fora where the countries can reach
agreement on the problems of agricul-
ture worldwide, as well as possible joint
actions. “In order to be successful in
this, we must be capable not only of ge-
nerating ideas and proposals, but also
of creating an environment and climate
in which the countries can engage in
constructive dialogue in their strivings
to reach common goals," he said.
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T he International Fund for Agri-

cultural Development (IFAD)
and IICA will work together on a proj:
act to support poor rural communitios
in Chalatenango, one of the depart:
ments most affocted by the armed

conflict in El Salvador.

IFAD and 11CA to Support

Poor Farmers

The initiative, which will receive eco-
nomic support from the Government
of El Salvador, the European Com-
munities (EC), the United Nations De-
velopment Program (UNDP) and
IFAD, includes a training component
to strengthen farmer organizations.

IICA will provide training for the tech-
nical personnel and outreach workers
participating in the project, and will
collaborate in identifying opportuni-
ties to create rural micro-enterpnses.
The Institute's participation in this ini-
tiative was discussed in a mesting

rohabilitation mul:;mnulu:;uulnuluml
[OROUTCON, onvironmontal protection,
initiatives to support rural womaon, and
coordination with other Initiativos pro-
moting economic growth In Chalatos

nango.

Through tho adio Nodor-
land  Training Contro
(RNTC), lICA will also pro-
vido support to all aspocts
of tho projoct doaling with
communications, A mis-
slon of Institute spocialists
travolod to El Salvador to dralt the final
proposal on training and communica-

tions.

Entitled "Development  project  for
populations affected by the conlflict:
Department of Chalatonango," this
six-year initiative will bogin in 1993,

With this project, IFAD (a United Na-
tions agency specializing in funding for
poor small farmers) and IICA will ex-
pand the scope of their joint actions in
El Salvador to support the pacification
and reconstruction process under way
in this Central American country of 5.5

A mission from IFAD, headed by Benjamin Quijandrfa (left) and H.
with the lICA Representalive in El Salvador, Mariano C;Imibal (ﬂg‘;g)‘{a/ P ponierimenly

held in San Salvador, attended by an

IFAD mission and IICA officials, The

IICA delegation was headed by Jorge

Werthein, Director of External Rela-

tions. The project also involves inte-

graled agricultural development, the
4

million inhabitants. For twelve years
the department of Chalatenango lr;
the central part of the country, was <')ne
of the areas most ravaged by the war
which forced most of the population to'
migrate and brought production to a

standstill, According 1o Offig)
73.8% ol tho housolio|, l Il o

tho povorty lino, with 46y,
povaorly,

Givon this situation, the goal
projoctis to incroase the |"00m:f the
0

improve tho gonoral |
ving co
ol tho inhabitants, ¢ Nditiong

To accomplish this, rura| crodif

toms will bo strongtheneqd and |'l %
tonure and ownership laws willand
standardizod, bo

Also, a systom will be ostablisheq 1o
rohabilitate, improve and manag,
natural resources and the enviro?\.
ment, through training programs and
forest management systems, and the
use of conservation practices on
farms and in watershed areas,

For twelve years, the
department of Chalate-
nango, in the central
part of the country, was
one of the areas most
severely affected by
the armed conflict,
which forced most of
the population to mi-
grate and brought pro-
duction to a standstill




A il provide‘ E|‘Salvador withtechnical and financial
Sport I designing a new agrarian structure. The
structure was presented and accepted in October
pr 'ngasem;nar-workshop attendedby international experts
:ﬂ gavemmen‘al' legislative and judicial authorities,
gepresenlative in El Salvador, Mariano Olazabal,
ed that the initiative, which is being promoted by

gtferent segments of
the public and anate
sedofs,willbeadjustefi
and irrprOVEd leCl'?nI‘

in the coming
S on the basis of
specific recommendations from [ICA.

JICA'S

El Salvador:

in his judgement, the proposed agrarian code simplifies
jegislation, introduces the concept of private enterprise as
2n innovative element, provides for greater organization in
this field and creates an agrarian jurisdiction, with its own
courts and judges. Once this is accomplished, IICA's
assistance to El Salvador in this respect will conclude.

New Agrarian Structure Designed

Olazabal added that a governmental commission will be set
up to study the final version, which will then be sent to the
Legislative Assembly for approval.

During the event, which was attended by the President of El
Salvador, Alfredo Cristiani, three international legal experts,
Guillermo Figallo, of Peru; Aldo Casella, of Argentina; and
Maria Cecilia Dos Reis, of Brazil, spoke on the latest thinking
inagriculturallaw and
suggested ideas and
methods applicable
to the initiative.

In his opening
remarks, Cristiani noted that El Salvador would be among
the first in the region to establish a systematic legal
structure for regulating agriculture, "based on the principles
of free enterprise, private property and legal and material
protection, which will promote economic and social
development, (...) make agricultural modernization possible
and (...) promote equal opportunities for all members of
society."

Central America:

eeting 2t ICA Headquarters on
August 28 with representatives
"of the public and private sectors of
‘Central America, lMexican authorities
explained the implications of the
negotiations that culminated with the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA).

The Mexican mission, headed by the
Under Secretary of Planning of the
Secretariat of Agriculture and Water
Resources (SARH) of Mexico, Luis
Tellez, reviewed the NAFTA's chapter
on agriculiure and explained how
agriculture can benefit from his
country’s entry into the United States
and Canadian markets.

Photo/R. Escobar

Mexico Explains Implications of NAFTA

The Under Secretary of Planning of the Secretanat of Agriculture and Water Resources (SARH)
of Mexico, Luis Tellez, stated that the food industry in Central Amenca is in a comparatively
advantageous position to gain access to the markets of North America.

American market. He added that this

;l':i\e eévent received technical support

om lICA and the Secretariat for
Ordination of the Regional Council
Jricultural Cooperation in Central
fica, Mexico, Panama and the

According to Tellez, by linking up with
one of the pivots of the world economy,
Mexico will become a bridge that the
Latin American and Caribbean coun-
tries can use to gain broad and perma-
nent access to the enormous North

market has 365 million consumers
and a combined product of US$6
billion, which is 25% larger than that
of the European Economic Commu-
nity (EEC).
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Action in the countries

Agreement Signed to Strengthen
Rural Agroindustry

n September 17, [ICA and the
O state-run National Production
Council (CNP) of Costa Rica signed a
two-year technical cooperation
agreement to strengthen and pro-
mote rural agroindustry in that coun-

try.

The document was signed by the Ex-
ecutive President of the CNP, Con-
stantino Gonzalez, and the Coordina-
tor of [ICA's Plan of Action in Costa
Rica, Hector Morales. Under the
agreement, the CNP -the executive
agency of the National Agroindustrial
Development Plan- will receive assis-
tance from IICA in connection with
agriculture, industry and trade.

Through its Office in Costa Rica, IICA
will support the Council's efforts to ex-
pand rural agroindustry. The two in-

stitutions will draft letters of under-
standing for defining specific activi-
ties and establishing mechanisms for
ongoing contacts between them. The
agreement will contribute to strength-
ening the CNP both institutionally and
organizationally and will provide
training for technical personnel. It
contains a proposal to fine tune
mechanisms that contribute to devel-
opment in this area.

According to Morales, "Considerable
efforts should be made to boost pro-
duction capabilities in rural areas."
The Institute, he added, considers
rural agroindustry in Costa Rica to be
“an excellent option" for creating en-
terprise areas outside the capital city
and for involving small farmers in the
processing and marketing of agricul-
tural and aquicultural products.

Support to Milk
Production in

Suriname

F or the last four years, small farmers have benefitted from an |ICA project on
new technologies to improve milk production,

The aims of the initiative include reducing production costs and improving milk
technology, sanitary conditions and animal nutrition.

lICA specialists advised the farmers on new kinds of feed and the use of electric

fences. They also provided trainin

g in the use of milking machines, which, in

addition 1o being more hygienic, increase yields and reduce milking time

Animportant aspect of the projectis adm
to be more efficient in managing their f

26

Inistrative training, which enables farmers
arms,

Honorable
Mention

T he ‘community education
Project operated in Bragj|
by the Secretariat of Education
and Culture and the Rural Edyca.
tion Institute of Amazonas (IER)
which has received technicai
assistance from |ICA, was
awarded an honorable mention in
the International Literacy Award
organized by UNESCO.

The Director-President of |ER,
Francisca Matos, thanked |ICA
for the very “serious and compe-
tent" manner in which it trained
technical personnel "to be able to
analyze a situation and propose
ways to change it."

From 1980-1985, the Institute
worked with these institutions in
the state of Amazonas, Brazil, to
formulate and execute a commu-
nity education proposal.

Subsequently, the government of
that state used the proposal as a
frame of reference for executing
its Literacy Programs for Chil-
dren, Adolescents and Adults
and its Indigenous Communities
Education Program.

IICA's Director of External Rela-
tions, Jorge Werthein, said that
this recognition will serve "as.en-
couragement for the profession-
als who participated in this proj-
ect to continue working on beha
of the rural communities of Am&-
zonas."

b o




he Inter-Ameorican
Inatitute for Coopora-
flon ©N Agticulture  (IICA)
and the Inter-Amaorican Do-
valopmont  Bank (1DB)
recontly signed a tochnical
gooporation agreemont 1o
romote research on the impact of agricultural policies on
womon food producers in thirteen Latin American  and
Caribbean countries,

The agreemont was signed by the Director of [ICA's Program
on Organization and Management for Rural Development
Manuel Chiriboga, and the Manager of the IDB's Economic:
and Social Development
Department, Nohora Rey de
Marulanda, during the Sec-
ond Meeting of First Ladies
of the Hemisphere, held in
Cartagena, Colombia from
September 24-25,

e estimated cost of the 13-

million, of which the IDB will
contribute US$1.2 million
IICA will provide techni-
assistance valued at

- Under this agreement, the i
Institute will execute a coop-  §
 eration project that includes 5
-~ studies, workshops and
seminars to idenlify the g
- scope of women's participa- ﬁ
fion in the production,

- processing and marketing

- of agricultural products,

- Fabiola Campillo, an IICA specialist in women's issues and
-~ tural development, stated that it is important to measure
- women's contribution to the production of foodstuffs at the
- Country, subregional and hemispheric levels, and to come up
- with specific recommendations for agricultural policies.

food producers,

- She added that the project will also lend support to policies
~ and actions being promoted by the governments of the  An-
- dean Area, the Southern Cone, and the Caribbean Area to
- feduce the impact of the crisis on the food production sector.

his end, mechanisms will be set up to equip the countries
romote sectoral policies and strategies that will give

Latin America and the Caribbean:
Studies (o be Conducted on
Women Food Producers

IICA and the IDB will make recommendations seeking to
have an Impact on agricultural policies aimed at women

women farmers and their
families a greater role in
society, production and
trade, and, at the same
time, boost food security
and efficiency in the agri-
cultural sector. According
to Campillo, this will provide the IDB with the information it
needs when making investments or loans to the countries.

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY

Also in Cartagena, IICA and the International Fund for

Agricultural Development (IFAD) announced the guidelines
for a communications strategy
that will promote equitable par-
ticipation of rural women in
development in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

Specifically, it proposes to use
educational communications
with the gender perspective as
a tool for giving rural women
equal opportunity to partici-
pate in development. It in-
cludes four basic areas of
action (research, training, pro-
duction and dissemination),
and also recommends the
use of mass media to gain
public support.

The guidelines will be further
discussed and the final
touches put on the strategy at
an upcoming consultation
meeting to be attended by
experts on the subject of
women, rural development
and communications.

According to Campillo, in order to implement this ambitious
initiative, which will also serve as a pilot project for possible
application in other countries, technical and economic
assistance will be required from international funding and
cooperation agencies.

The strategy was endorsed and supported by the First

Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean, who incor-
porated it into the Declaration of Colombia.
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Central America:

Regional Agricultur

a1 Commodities

;xchange Promoted

n o agricultural commoditios
A oxchange (BOLPRO) was 06
tablished in Costa Rica, with support
from IICA, opoening the way for tho
adoption of this innovative markoting
system in tho rost of Contral Amaorica,
as o moans of strengthening intrare
egional trade and economic Intogra-

Hon

BOLPRO, which began oporations
last August, originally traded only in
potatoes. Soon the commodities to be
traded will include beans, soed pota-
toos, white and yellow corn, and white
and unhulled rice.

This marketing instrument, which will
determine and regulate the prices of
agricultural commodities, soeks to
benefit farmers, industrialists and
merchants by reorganizing the mar-
ket and providing essential informa-
tion 1o participating parties.

In the exchanges, buyers and sellers
negoliate through brokers. The sys-
temtakes into accountfactors such as
quantity, quality and place of origin of
the product. In an open market, this
mechanism will make it possible to
buy and sell agricultural products and
nputs.

Through its Trade and Integration
Program, lICA is promoting similar ini-
liatives in the isthmus, which will
serve as the basis for setting up a
regional commodities exchange,
One will be established in Guatemala
this January, and a commission has

poon 561 up 1o establish another one
in Nicaragua,

Luig; Lizarazo, an IICA specialist, ex-

plained that the exchanges will help

1!\0 subregion become more competi-

tive.  Farmers who produce higher

guulny commodities will receive bet-
8

'Y
JTLLL L L

o
1 s D R
e yineed et

comings in  marketin v

While a surplus of 100?003(3{:!'\(:56&
corn was produced in Central A of
ica during the 1988-1989 agricunuer.
year, for which no market coulq Lal
found, during the same period, i Wa:

Bofore operations were formally launched, BOLPRO of Costa Rica held three demonstrations

at [ICA Headquartors,

ter prices, an important first step in the
process of entering the export market.

PROJECT AND CONTEXT

The regional commodity exchange
project is being developed in a very
unique context, where advances have
been made in both political and eco-
nomic integration.

Also, following a decision by the presi-
dents, the countries have agreed to
eliminate barriers to the intraregional
trade of staple commodities, and to
establish a price band system.

Even though no updated studies exist
on the matter, official figures show the
importance of this activity and the role
it can play in a regional agricultural
commodities exchange.

In 1980, agricultural trade in the region
totaled US$114 million. This amount
declined as a result of the high cost of
marketing, a drop in domestic supply,
a lack of information and decreased
compelitiveness as a result of short-

necessary to import 230,000 tons of
corn lo cover local deficits.

At present, there is only limited intra-
regional irade of agricultural com-
modities, although there is ample
room for expansion.

In part, this is because merchants do
not know each other -there is no
mechanism facilitating this-; not
enough is known about marketing
opportunities and, above all, meCha'
nisms and resources are lacking for

- dealing with financing, paying for and

liquidating transactions.

In Lizarazo's judgement, this explalrr::
why 90% of agricultural trade in t
region is with third ma!'kets f'ams
handled by a few transnatlc.mal. ir =
that take advantage of the situation
set the conditions.




he Information and Policy
T Anaysis for the Agrifood sye.
tem project, which has been under way
for the last two years with support from
the Government of Spain, entered 3
new stage and will now concentrate

Julio Hemandez, an IICA specialist in
agricultural policy analysis and plan-
ning and coordinator of the initiative,
explained that work will now focus on
deteting changes in eating habits
workdwide, and how they will impact the
agr-food chains of Latin America ang
the Caribbean.

ample, he mentionadthatthere is
in knowing what changes in
d consumption patterns will take
2 in the area covered by the North

Free Trade Agreement
which includes Canada, the

we see there will be repeated
merica. We want to know how

will affect agriculture and the
industry of the region."

the characterization of the
ain -linkages, structure,
ents, role of agriculture
Hernandez said that
in this field will serve as
r two IICA projects. One
) competitiveness and

the production structure,
with policy instruments.

efers to the role of for-
nt in the expanded agri-

Agri-food System Proje

he flow of technology

IS one of the are

as we will foe .
said. uson,* he

Regarding the latter topic, he added,
there are two areas of concern. Cne

IS the link with the United States of
The other is the link with

America.

The region wants o place its prodliets on the £

Europe, through Spain, where Latin
American agri-food commodities com-
pete with those of the Mediterranean
countries (North Alrica, Southern
Europe and the Middle East).

*We need to know what products those
countries are offering, and find ways to
put ours on the food market in Europe‘.‘
he stated. To this end, the project‘ is
working with the Council for Scie‘nuhc
Research of Spain and the .Nnuonal
Agricultural Research Institute of

France.

ctEnterg New Stage

\\".:h~ these European institutions, joint
Seminars, joint publications and meet-
INgs between fepresentatives of the
private agri-food sector of Europe and
their Counterparts in Latin America will
be promotad, with a view to identifying
oppantunities for joint ventures.

This new stage of the project, which will
last until 1924 and involve direct work
With the countries, will conclude by
generating policy recommendations

RO manet.

San
dLan

for consolidating the agri-food systoms
of the region,

One of the objectives
IS to identify changes
in eating habits
worldwide.

2
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Environmental Risks of Coffee
Cultivation to be Reduced

he Advisory Council of

the Cooperative Pro-
gram for Technological De-
velopment and the Moderni-
zation of Coffee Cultivation
(PROMECAFE) recently ex-
tended for five more years an
agreement to promote the
use of sustainable coffee pro-
duction systems that will en-
sure a sound management
and use of natural resources
and the environment.

In addition to the members of
PROMECAFE -the coffee
institutes of Central America,
Mexico and the Dominican
Republic-, the Tropical Agri-
culture Research and Train-
ing Center (CATIE) and IICA

place on smallholdings of
less than ten hectares, ryp
by low-income families
Some five million people aré
involved in coffee Cultivation
in the region.

In coordination with |ICA's
Technology Generation anqg
Transfer Program, the new
PROMECAFE operating
agreement will be executed
by IICA, CATIE and the eight
national institutions that
oversee coffee cultivation in
Central America, Mexico
and the Dominican Repub-
lic.

Juan Jose Osorto, Execu-
tive Secretary of PROME-

will also participate in the ini-  CAFE, explained, "Our goal
tiative, to be executed from is to modernize coffee culti-
1993-1997. vation in the subregion by in-
troducing technologies that

Coffee is a key commodity in  will ensure the sustainability
the agricultural and foresiry  of this activity, conserve
exports of the area, account-  npatural resouices and re-
ing for 36% of same. Ninety duce environmental con-
percent of production takes tamination."

Central Amenca, Mexico and the Dominican Republic will promote coffee

production systems that favor both sustainable development and natural

resource conservation.

@ 2

Radio Series Prepared on Agricultural
Contributions to the Americas

A s part of the celebration of IICA's fiftieth

anniversary, the Radio Nederland Train-
ing Centre (RNTC) of the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food (MAPA) of Spain, and IICA concluded a
radio series in October on foods and agricultural
traditions the Americas inherited from the rest of
the world.

version of the series, consisting of |
twelve chapters, began last year. The
new series focuses on how the New
World was affected 500 years ago by
contact with new cultures from
abroad. In addition to identifying the
place of origin of different foodstuffs,
each ofthe 12 twenty-minute chapters
shows how they spread throughout
the area and were used by native
inhabitants. An interdisciplinary group
of 31 persons, coordinated by the
CIDIA and the IICA/RNTC Project,
conducted the research that make the

radio series possible.
i/

These radio documentaries are the second part of
the series "Cuando el mundo se completé” (When
Lthe World was Completed). Distribution of the first
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publications

Trabajando  €on Mujeres
Campesinas ¢n ¢l Noroeslte

Ngcnlin()

lICA Office in
Argentina SAGAP

The book (Working with
Women Small-Farmers in
Northwestern Argentina)
was published in Spznish
only by the IICA Cffice in
Argentina and the Sccreta-
riat of Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries (SAGAP) of
Argentina. It describes the
concepts, methodologies
and techniques used in a
project with rurz! vvomen in
northwest Argentina and
can serve as experience for
other rural development
projects addressing the
issue of gender. The initia-
tive was funded from 1989-
1991 by the United Nations
Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM).

The authors, who include
lepresentatives of IICA,
SAGAP and other institu-
lions in the six provinces in-
volved in the project (Jujuy,

1a, Tucuman, Santiago
del Estero, Catamarca and
La Rioja), offer ideas on and

thodologies for promot-

ingthe oquilublcparlicipalion
of women in development
projects,

Published with funding from
an |ICA/Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency
(CIDA) agreement, the book
sels out to analyze these
issues, not only in terms of
the experience gained
through this project, but also
through other small- and
large-scale efforts to promote
rural development,

*
Conservacion de los Recursos
Naturales, Medio Ambicnte y
Comercio Internacional

Manuel Otero
Gonzalo Estefanell
Eduardo Trigo

IICA Editorial Service

This study (Natural Resource
Conservation, Environment
and International Trade) was
published in Spanish as part
of IICA's Program Papers
Series. It is a valuable re-
source for analyzing the
harmful effects -direct and
indirect- of worldwide agricul-
tural protectionism on the

ecological balance of the
planet, and it offers viable
alternatives for action,

The publication indicates
that multilateral fora are giv-
ing special attention to the
link between international
agricultural trade and natural
resource management, with
the agricultural sector placed
as the nexus between the
two, due to its direct relation-
ship with both. Furthermore,
it says that the search for a
new style of development
will undoubtedly require
profound changes in the way
our societies are organized.

Environmental deterioration,
it says, can be attributed in
part to the protectionist poli-
cies of developed countries,
which have made it neces-
sary to intensify agricultural
production through the indis-
criminate use of chemical
inputs and marginal lands.

Associated problems are an

extremely unequal distribu-
tionofincorme, limited access
to land and exireme poverty
which "make it necessary
to exploit and mismanage

fragile ecosystemns.”

Publications may
be acquired at
Headquarters or
at the lICA Offices
in its member
countries.

El apoyo weenolGgico necesario
para promover las cxpor-
tacionces agricolas no tradicio-
nales en Amcrica Central

David Kaimowitz
IICA Editorial Service

This publication, also in
Spanish, was published as
part of [ICA's Program Pa-
pers Series. It points out that
technology is a key factor in
Central America's capacity
to compete on nontraditional

agricultural export markets

In 1989, the subregion ex-

ported US$325 million in
nodities 80%

rnor

According to the document

nontraditional crops need

different technologicai sup-
port than traditional ones,
since it takes at least ten
years to build up the techno-
logical capability necessary
to support sustained exports
of a product. It cannot be
done in a short time.
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IICA in the News

Argentina, Mexico,
Colombia, Guatemazla

® The diffferent activities

carmed out 1o celebrate
IICA’'s fiftieth anniversary in
the member countries were
highlighted by the press
throughout the hemisphere.
Over the last few months,
seminars, courses and na-
ceremonies have
aken place in each country,
atltended by high-ranking
governmental officials and
representatives of the busi-
ness community and coop-
eration and funding agen-
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A Flag Commemorating Agricultural Cooperation

ICA recently adopted its own flag, which symbolizes its
I technical cooperation efforts in Latin America and the Car-

n to promote
agricultural develop-
ment and rural well-
being. At the behest
of the Director Gen-
eral, Martin E.
Pifeiro, and to com-
memorate the
Institute's fiftieth an-
niversary, the new
flag will be the official
emblem of |ICA as
the Specialized
agency for agricyl-

ture of the inter-American system. The colors of the B
dark blue and gold. The first, which provides ¥
ground, is the official color of the inter-Americal ST
Goldis usedforthe logo of the Institute: the Anm:l;
imposed on a globe with intersecting paralle’s &

ans.

The original logo was altered slightly to efinat® ¥
name of the Institute, leaving only its acrony™

same in IICA's four official languages (Spanish
French and Portuguese). The artwork was db“é’;\'
Trigueros, of Costa Rica, a graphic artist with ! oﬁn
Service. Flags will be distributed to each 08 500
Member States, and to the respective Foreign N

Ministries of Agriculture.
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