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 IICA and the WTO  
 

Inasmuch as trade policy, agricultural trade and negotiations related to agriculture are priority topics 
for IICA, the Institute attaches particular attention to them. Following the Uruguay Round of the Gene-
ral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the inclusion of agriculture in multilateral trade negotia-
tions and the subsequent creation of the WTO have resulted in permanent changes in such negotia-
tions. Therefore, IICA has been making adjustments in its cooperation actions in order to take into 
account the effect of such negotiations on the formulation of policies, and to contribute to the imple-

mentation of appropriate actions in its member countries.  
 
 

With the November 2003 launch in Doha, Qatar, of a new round of multilateral trade negotiations un-
der the aegis of the WTO, known as the Doha Development Agenda, the topic of agriculture has 
taken on a new dimension. IICA, convinced that trade must contribute to the development and well-
being of the peoples of the Americas, especially in its rural sectors, and in keeping with its commit-
ment to support the competitive, sustainable and inclusive development of agriculture, has strengthe-
ned its relations with the WTO. The Institute has been paying particular attention to the discussions 
taking place in the WTO on agriculture and related topics, such as sanitary and phytosanitary measu-
res and intellectual property rights related to trade. With regard to the latter point, the decision was 
made to develop annual joint work programs which include Regional Workshops and other technical 

training activities at IICA.  
 


